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The 2007 Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival is history

F

or the second year in a row, we were blessed
with absolutely perfect weather for the Sheffield
Garden Walk and Festival. Once again, great
planning by 40 volunteer managers and tremendous energy by more than 600 volunteers resulted
in another successful event. Our hats are off to them
because when the Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival is
successful, the community benefits.
Over the years, monies from the Garden Walk have
been used to improve Sheffield from the public spaces
to the institutions and schools serving the community.
The playground area at Trebes Park has been re-built
twice and the park area has undergone a major renovation, including repositioning the softball field, pouring
the curvilinear sidewalk along the perimeter and installing Victorian-style lighting and steel benches. Additional funds were used to build the steel gazebo structure
and the plantings integral to its design. More funds have
been used to manufacture and hang the colorful fabric
Sheffield banners throughout the neighborhood and to
place the corner flower boxes scattered throughout the
neighborhood on corners and light poles. (Visit www.
sheffieldneighborhood.org for a more comprehensive
list of past SNA donations). Beneficiaries of this year’s
Garden Walk earnings will be announced at the end of
the year.

Sheffield opened its gardens and streets to people from
around the world for the 2007 Garden Walk and Festival.

Photos for SNN by kardas@kardasphotography.com

BY KENT GRIFFITHS

Thanks To Our Sponsors
Thanks to all of our major sponsors, Home Depot,
McGee’s Tavern & Grill, Bridgeview Bank, WXRT-FM,
Finkl & Sons, DePaul University, Coors and Blue Moon.
You make a huge difference for the Sheffield Garden
Walk and Festival.
Patrons’ and Volunteer Parties
Paula Arnett did her usual exceptional work in organizing this year’s successful Patrons’ Party held at the FitHouse sponsored by Cooking Light Magazine. Photos
from this year’s party are featured in the current issue of
Cooking Light and in the 2007 Gallery on the Garden
Walk website at www.sheffieldgardenwalk.com. The
latter also contains pictures of the 500 volunteers and
their families at this year’s pre-Garden Walk Volunteer
Party held the Friday night before the Garden Walk.
Lanni Guttman led the very successful event this year
and DePaul University provided us the pleasant outdoor
setting in St. Vincent’s circle. Thank you, Fran Casey
and DePaul University.
Kids’ Corner
Colleen Sheehan, our Kids’ Corner organizer, can be
very proud of putting together the best kids’ corner in
the city of Chicago.
(Above left) More than 100 beautiful gardens were on
display during the 2007 Garden Walk and Festival. (Left)
Crowds rocked out to the sounds of Cowboy Mouth, Poi Dog
Pondering, and other hot musical acts. (Above) Once again,
children and their parents had a blast at Kids’ Corner, with
activities such as face painting, pony rides, a pig train, and
much more.

Guided Tours -- Gardens and Architectural
Always a success, we found ourselves needing more
tours and more guides. So sign up for next summer
in advance. You will receive top-quality training for
either tour assignment. Contact Polly Kelly at 472Continued on page 2
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY JOHN J. LAG

W

BY TED WROBLESKI

T

he Chicago Commission on Landmarks has
announced its annual Preservation Excellence
Awards for 2007. Once again, a building in the
Armitage-Halsted Landmark District (AHLD) has
been recognized. This time it is the renovation of the
storefront at 1000 W. Armitage, now the Rugby store. The
restoration and renovation of this store included a sensitive recognition of the character of the historic storefronts
characteristic of this landmark district. Where existing elements could be used. they were exposed where
they may have been covered up and restored. Where
new elements were added. they were done in a manner
that recognized the historic character of the storefront.
Timothy Morgan and Associates will be recognized for
its work on this project. The awards will be presented on
September 6.
The AHLD Community Advisory Committee continues to work with 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley to provide
input to the staff and property owners and tenants who
are doing storefront renovations and other work within
the district. Among other things, the committee reviewed
the new signage for Armadio at 1006 W. Armitage and
the new storefront at 2042 N. Halsted, and signage at

Garden Walk
Continued from page 1

8380 to become an architectural guide and Laury Lewis
at LBL1948@yahoo.com or Crissy Lucado at clucado31@
hotmail.com for garden tour guide opportunities.

Bryan Robson, new SNA Board member Patty Hayes, and SNA
President John Lag get together at the Volunteers’ Party held
the night before the Garden Walk at St. Vincent’s circle.

Calendar

September 11, Tuesday, 7 pm. SNA Board
Meeting. Call 773-929-9255 for details.
October 2, Tuesday, 7 pm. SNA Board Meeting. Call 773-929-9255 for details.

Fullerton
Halsted

A

supermarket, bank and additional commercial space are planned by developer Smithfield Properties LLC at 2160 N. Ashland, the
southwest corner of Ashland and Webster
directly south of the Green Dolphin.
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack has met
with Smithfield and the North Elston Business Organization and identified traffic as a primary issue related
to the proposal. Although an initial traffic study of
the area was conducted, Alderman Waguespack has
requested further study from Chicago’s Department
of Transportation and its Department of Planning and
Development to analyze the assumptions of the initial
study and determine whether there are measures to
mitigate potential traffic problems.
Although the proposed development is just beyond
Sheffield’s western boundary of the Chicago River, the
SNA Planning Committee also will be reviewing the
development for its potential impact on Sheffield. In
light of the development of the former Lakin site on the
north side of Webster at the river, which will contain an
upscale day care center and other commercial activity,
as well as the potential development of the recently
razed Guttman Leather site on the south side of Webster, prudent planning for increased vehicular and
pedestrian traffic is imperative.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice-President.
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BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

Sheffield

Riv

The Attendees
The volunteers, the sponsors and the weather all teamed
together to make the 2007 Sheffield Garden Walk and
Festival a great success and to continue its tradition as
“must go event!” And, people attend from all corners
of the world. This year, more than 40% hailed from
Sheffield and its abutting zip codes (60611 and 69657),
14% were from outside Chicago and 3,000 people were
from outside Illinois! From across the borders, attendees
hailed from Canada and Japan. All this is evidence that
the Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival is on the map!
After 6-year and 4-year terms as Garden Walk Chairman, I am turning over the position to Laury Lewis,
who has been recruiting gardens for at least 10 years,
and Richard Ashbeck, who has previously chaired St.
Josaphat’s Summerfest. Please visit us again in July 2008
— the quality of the program as supported by its sponsors
and its spirited volunteer team will only get better and
better.
Kent Griffiths is Chairman of the 2007 Sheffield Garden
Walk and Festival.

2118 N. Halsted. The committee hopes to meet soon
with the CTA and Alderman Daley to review progress
on the Armitage el stop and to consider the planned
restoration work on the station, the 939 W. Armitage
building and the artwork that will be included in the
final station work.
In other landmark-related matters, the 2100 Bissell
Street Rowhouse District went before the Chicago Commission on Landmarks on August 27 for final approval
before being submitted to the City Council. The SNA
supports this designation, as do most residents of the
district. The SNA Planning Committee reviewed plans
for the new building at 1015 W. Webster. The developer had planned to preserve the façade of this 1888
building, which was an “orange”-rated structure in the
Chicago Historic Resources Survey and was a noted
structure in the building inventory for the Sheffield
National Historic District. When demolition began,
it became evident that the façade has shifted and was
structurally unsound. As a result, the developer has requested that he be able to demolish the façade and has
submitted plans to construct a new building recreating
elements of the old façade in the new front of the building. Under these circumstances the SNA after reviewing the proposal has indicated to the city that it has no
objection to the developer’s proposal. Likewise, the
SNA is presently reviewing new plans for the property
at 855 West Dickens. The owner expended considerable time and effort in preparing plans to renovate
this building and received approval from the city after
review by the SNA. When work finally began on the
building earlier this year, a structural wall collapsed
and the city ordered that the entire building be demolished. The owner has now prepared new plans for this
site for a building similar in character the one that he
had planned previously. These will be reviewed by the
SNA Planning Committee in connection with his effort
to obtain approval from the city for his new plans.
Ted Wrobleski is SNA Planning Chair.
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PLANNING REPORT

Ch

hat a difference a
few short
weeks
make, from the beautiful gardens and weather
of the Garden Walk and
Festival weekend to the
hurricane-like weather
of this past week. The
neighborhood lost a
few trees that have been
here since before planes,
trains and automobiles. The Garden Walk
weekend showcased the community spirit of our
unique area, yet after the storm the one thing that
was missing was a sense of community that followed prior natural adversity. I saw trees that were
down and blocking streets, but no neighbors doing
anything, but waiting for the City to take care of
things. Doesn’t anyone have a saw or broom to
clean in front of their house anymore? I’m sure
some did their part, but many did not.
Our Board welcomes a new member, Patty
Hayes, who has been a resident for 12 years on
Webster Street. She is our new Chair of the Neighborhood Relations Committee, which deals with
restaurant, bar and entertainment issues. Patty has
volunteered for various Garden Walk activities
through the years and will provide professionalism
and a positive attitude in this critical position.
The upcoming 2008 Garden Walk will be our
40th anniversary, and I think it’s time to “get back to
our roots” and make sure that the Garden Walk is
a neighborhood celebration that represents businesses and residents, with more of a focus on local
entertainment and restaurants. Our new Garden
Walk Co-Chairs, Laury Lewis and Richard Ashbeck
are very capable and dedicated individuals who
will make sure that the Garden Walk takes the right
direction. Former Garden Walk Chair and Board
member Kent Griffiths has devoted much time and
effort on behalf of the Garden Walk and we wish
him well in his new location.
Summer has a few more great days to be enjoyed and I hope you take advantage of them. Life
is short, so enjoy.
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Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
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Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
continues to explore local history
BY TED WROBLESKI

T

he Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative (PPCRI) continues to present programs
promoting awareness of the history and unique
character of the Lincoln Park neighborhood.
This past May, the LPCRI presented a program entitled
“Lincoln Park’s Other Shoreline: The Chicago River.”
The panel discussion was moderated by Geoffrey Baer,
producer and host of a variety of programs on WTTW11 about the City of Chicago, including a program
about the Chicago River. A portion of that program
served as an introduction to the discussion.
The panelists were Margaret Frisbie, Executive
Director of the Friends of the Chicago River; Richard
Lanyon, General Superintendent of the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District; David Solzman, author of
“The Chicago River: An Illustrated History and Guide
to Its Waterways”; Mike Holzer, Director of Economic
Development of the LEED Council; and Cathy Hudzik,
Assistant to the Mayor for River Initiatives. They discussed the important role that the Chicago River has
played in the industrial and commercial growth of the
city as an artery for transportation and as a part of its
water sewerage system.
They noted the importance of changing the direction of the flow of the river from into Lake Michigan to
downriver to the Illinois river system, the Illinois and
Michigan Canal and the development of the trunion
bascule bridge to Chicago’s ability to grow into the
great center of transportation, commerce and industry
of the Midwest. Along the north branch of the river
adjacent to the Lincoln Park community, the Clybourn
Avenue bridge is an engineering landmark as the first
operating trunion bascule bridge facilitating land as
well as river commerce.
The river in our area was important to industrial development and continues to be an artery for industrial
development with facilities such as Finkl Steel, tanneries and General Iron along the river. While this use is
promoted by the Clybourn and Elston Protected Manufacturing Districts, the character of the river here and in

other parts of the city continues to change along with the
economic and demographic character of the city itself.
The impending move of Finkl and the demolition of the
Guttman Tannery building bring more reason to question
what the future of the river will be. As the river is being
cleaned up, it is becoming more attractive for residential
and commercial development. As the panelists noted,
the future of the river will be determined by the choices
made in retaining some of its historical uses and adapting
to the new the needs of the changing character of the city
in the 21st century.
The Chicago River program was well received, with
about 200 people in attendance at the Cortelyou Commons. The LPCRI is planning its fall program, which will
tentatively have as its topic the growth of theater in Lincoln Park. The focus will be on why theaters have located
in this area, how they have grown and prospered, and the
opportunities and challenges in the future. In addition,
the LPCRI website is being updated and should be online
later this month. It will include the opportunity to view
some of the LPCRI’s past programs and more information
about Lincoln Park history. The web address is www.
depaul.edu/-commgov/LPCRIPM.html. There will be a
link from the SNA website as well.
The LPCRI is supported not only by DePaul, but by
donations from the SNA and other community groups
in the neighborhood such as Wrightwood Neighbors,
RANCH Triangle, Lincoln Central and Park West as well
as the Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce. Donations
have also been received from individuals in the community. The LPCRI not only has done these programs, but
has produced an oral history of the area and supported
research and projects by DePaul University faculty and
students and others. The LPCRI was founded in DePaul’s
Centennial Year (1998-99) as a partnership between the
university and community groups and individuals to collect, document and preserve the shared history of DePaul
University and the Lincoln Park community. For more
information or to find out how you can support LPCRI,
contact Fran Casey at DePaul at fcasey@depaul.edu or
contact the SNA.
Ted Wrobleski is SNA Planning Chair.

Brown Line renovation update
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

C

ommunity representatives of the Brown Line
Task Force (BLTF) continue to request information from the CTA about noise criteria for the
finished project. Sound panels are scheduled
to be installed at Fullerton later this year; the CTA indicated that this could possibly even reduce the sound
heard at the station. Also questioned was whether the
reduction in the length of the canopy from coverage of
six cars to two might lead to an increase in noise.
The CTA reminded BLTF members that the CTA has
proposed a less onerous schedule of service reductions to be implemented on September 16 as part of
its “doomsday” scenario if the CTA does not receive
additional state funding. The most recent version is
available at www.transitchicago.com; click on List of
Modified Proposed Service Reductions. Under this scenario the CTA would suspend operation of the Purple
Line Express, but none of the reductions in bus service
would directly affect the Sheffield area.
Finally, the CTA confirmed that the FTA granted its
request to yet again postpone the ADA compliance date
at Fullerton, this from year-end 2008 to year-end 2009.
Fullerton Construction Update
Construction of new structure, track, and platform is
ongoing and will at times require alley obstructions and
closures, parking restrictions, lane closures, sidewalk
impacts, and street closures. Tie-renewal work will
require similar limitations through September.
Armitage Construction Update
Station construction will continue to necessitate alley
closures, sidewalk impacts, lane closures, and street
closures through at least November. Partial demolition
and construction work at 939 W. Armitage should be
completed shortly.

The Brown Line Renovation construction schedule,
including street closures and obstructions, is available at
www.ctabrownline.com. In addition, street closures and
obstructions related to the Brown Line renovation now
also are available on the 43rd Ward website, www.chicago43rd.org. Information regarding alternative bus routes
for stations that are temporarily closed is available on at
www.ctabrownline.com or by calling 1-888-YOUR-CTA.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice-President.
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SNA asks for donation requests, award nominees, Board members

D

uring the annual budgeting process, a
subcommittee will evaluate the donation
requests that the Association received
throughout the year. To be eligible for a
donation, the applicant must be a notfor-profit group that meets at least one of the following
criteria:
1. It offers programs that provide a needed or useful service to residents of the Sheffield neighborhood.
2. It is located in or near the Sheffield neighborhood and has a history of being a good neighbor.
3. It offers programs or services that the board of
the SNA believes contribute substantially to the betterment of the larger community or meet a specific need
targeted by the board.
In addition, requests must be in writing, offer some
background about the applicant, explain how the
request fits the criteria, and describe how and when the
applicant will use the funds. These are neighborhood
funds: help the board determine how best to support
your neighborhood.
Donation request forms are available by calling
the Association at 773-929-9255 or sending an email
request to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.
com.
SNA seeks nominations for Star Award
SNA established the Sheffield Star Award to build
community spirit by publicly recognizing someone
who embodies that spirit. The Association presents the
Award at its Annual Meeting in January.
Help SNA acknowledge someone special: nominate someone who made a unique contribution to the
Association in 2007, generated exceptional work in the

community in 2007, or has provided long-term service
to Sheffield. The recipient can be a resident, a business owner, a student, a public official, or anyone who
positively contributed to the neighborhood; the recipient
need not be a member of the Association.
To submit a nomination, please provide the nominee’s name, address, and telephone number along with a
description of the nominee’s qualifications for the award.
Include your name and contact information, as well.
Send this information to the Association at 2233 N. Kenmore or via email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
SNA seeks candidates for board of directors
Over the years, the Association has striven to maintain a
board composition that reflects the entire Sheffield neighborhood, including businesses and institutions along with
residents and property owners. At the same time, the
Association has tried to maintain a mix of experienced
board members and new, and a mix of long-time Sheffield neighbors and recent arrivals.
At its Annual Meeting in January, the Association
members elect five (of the fifteen) directors along with
each of the six officers. Directors serve three-year terms;
officers serve one-year terms. The Nominating Committee soon will begin to review candidates for the 2008
SNA board in anticipation of presenting a slate to the
current board at its December meeting. (Per the Bylaws,
members also may nominate candidates by submitting
the name of an eligible member to the Secretary 45 days
before the election.)
Any person who is a member in good standing is eligible to be elected as a director or Secretary, Treasurer, or
Assistant Treasurer. A director in good standing who has
served on the board for one year is eligible to be elected

President, First Vice-President, or Second Vice-President. Any member in good standing is entitled to vote
for directors and officers; new members’ voting rights
begin 30 days after joining the Association.
A member must be at least 18 years of age and reside
within the Association’s boundaries, or own property or a
business within the boundaries, or be a religious organization or institution within the boundaries. A membership
form usually is included in each issue of the newsletter;
forms also are available upon request by calling or sending an email message to the Association.
If you are interested in serving or know someone who
would be a valuable addition to the board, please contact
the Association by calling 773-929-9255 or sending an
email message to the Association. Those interested should
provide a brief resume that includes a description of any
volunteer experience. Keep in mind that ours is a “working” board, i.e., we need nominees who can offer both
their experience and time.
If you are unable to spare the time commitment required of an officer or director, or simply want to learn
more about the Association before making that commitment, consider committee work. Much of the work
of the Association is accomplished via the committees,
which make recommendations to the board. Spreading
the work of the Association beyond the board through
its committees eases the burden on directors and officers and, more important, creates opportunities for
broader participation of SNA membership.
Finally, we need two members to serve on the
Nominating Committee; please contact the Association
immediately if you are interested. Members interested
in serving on the Budget Committee should contact
SNA Assistant Treasurer Hamish Forrest at 773-5253584.

SHEFFIELD’S SCHOOLS

Spotlight on St. James School
BY MARENA SWENSON

D

id you know that St. James Lutheran Church
has been here since 1857? From the first
building in the “middle of the cabbage
patches and cherry trees,” education has been
important.
The school was moved to its present site in 1905, and
Hebrew’s Cool for Tots and Teens
A Jewish Educational Program
Gan-Gani-Hebrew immersion 2-4 year olds.
Mornings
Moadon Kol Chadash “A Club of A New Voice”
JK-High School
Tuesday or Thursday afternoons
For more information, contact us at:
1535 N. Dayton, Chicago, IL 60622 www.moadon.info
moadon@aol.com Phone: 312-988-7993

the church was rebuilt in 1916. There were two major
expansions of the school, in 1955 and in 2005, which
added a gym and a rooftop playground.
Two hundred students are enrolled, from preschool to eighth grade. Twenty-five percent of the
students are from families of the congregation, while 30
percent transfer in from other schools.
Students represent a broad cross-section of the city
as the school continues to grow. All of the faculty are
fully accredited.
Parental Support
One of the things that makes St. James so special is an
unusual degree of parental support of school programs
and projects.
An example of this support is the recent dinner
auction at State restaurant. It was a resounding
success, with total parent participation from obtaining
attractive items to enthusiastic bidding. Proceeds will
go to the scholarship foundation and other special
projects.
Marena Swenson co-chairs SNA’s Schools Committee.
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ZONING FROM A TO Z

Business and commercial districts
(Chapter 17-3) — Part 3
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

A

s explained in “Business and Commercial
Districts Part I” in the March/April 2007
issue of this newsletter, the three business
(“B”) and three commercial (“C”) districts
are further differentiated based upon bulk and density
standards, that is, on the basis of floor area ratio (FAR)
standards and minimum lot area (MLA) requirements
for residential units. Recall that residential districts are
similarly differentiated based upon FAR and MLA. Part
II in the May/June 2007 issue explained that just as
in residential districts, the zoning code imposes other
significant limitations on structures in B and C districts,
such as requirements relating to ground floor space,
height standards and setbacks.
This installment will focus on the types of uses allowed in B and C districts.
Most of the business zoning in Sheffield is designated B3. B3 zoning can accommodate residential
living, public and civic uses, and a majority of possible
commercial uses.
As in residential districts, some uses are permitted
as of right, some require special use approval and some
are not allowed. Special use approval involves a caseby-case review procedure to determine whether the use
will be compatible with surrounding uses and development patterns. The process requires public notice of
the hearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals, which
must find that the proposed use in the proposed location meets certain criteria.
Residential Living. B3 zoning permits as of right
dwelling units and artist live/work space above the
ground floor. It also permits as of right certain types
of group living, such as assisted living and community
home family.
Special use approval is required for other types
of household or group living, however. This includes
dwelling units of various types on the ground floor. In
addition, many types of group living require special use
approval, including temporary overnight shelters, transitional residences, and domestic violence shelters.
Public and Civic Uses. B3 zoning permits as of
right colleges and universities, cultural exhibits and
libraries, day cares, parks and recreation, postal service,
public safety services, and minor utilities and services.
On the other hand, special use approval is required for
lodges or private clubs, community centers, religious
assembly, schools, and major utilities and services.
Correctional facilities and hospitals are not allowed.
Commercial Uses. Commercial uses run the gamut
from Animal Services to Vehicle Sales and Services and
are too numerous to comprehensively review here.
Sheffield neighbors may be most interested in the following permitted and special uses, however.
B3 zoning permits as of right restaurants, food and
beverage retail sales (including liquor sales as an accessory use), undertaking, bed and breakfasts, medical
services, offices, non-accessory parking, many personal
services, dry cleaners and coin-operated laundromats,
and even auto supply/accessory sales and some motor
vehicle repair shops (not including body work, painting
or commercial vehicle repair).
Uses that require special use approval in a B3
district include kennels, body art services, day labor
employment agencies, drive-through facilities, taverns,
payday loan stores and pawn shops, liquor stores that
sell package goods, fortune telling services, cremating, gas stations, hotels and cabarets. In certain areas,
banks may require special use approval.
No adult uses are allowed in a B3 district. Similarly
banned are stables, flea markets, cemeteries, car washes, and most other uses related to vehicles and boats.
Sheffield contains few C districts, and these primarily are designated C1 and C2. The uses allowed
in these C1 and C2 are similar to those allowed in B3,
with some notable exceptions. Taverns and liquor
stores with package goods are permitted as of right, as
are car washes, construction storage yards and motor
vehicle repair shops (including body work, painting and
commercial vehicle repairs). C1 and C2 districts also
allow some industrial uses such as dry cleaning plants,
recycling facilities, and warehousing, wholesaling and
freight movement.

Adult uses require special use approval in C1 and C2
districts.
Fortunately, the new version of the code contains a
simple chart outlining the possible uses for each business
and commercial district and whether they are permitted as of right, require special use approval, or are not
allowed. To review the chart, visit www.cityofchicago.
org/zoning and click on “Ordinance Text” under Zoning
Code, then open Chapter 3 (Business and Commercial
Districts). The chart begins on page 5.
This is the eighth in a series of articles designed to
educate the community about the basics of the new zoning code adopted in late 2004. The first five installments
focused on residential districts. If you would like to learn
about a particular topic, contact the Association by calling 773-929-9255 or by sending an e-mail message to
sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com; please
be as specific as possible when describing your topic or
question. Electronic copies of previous installments also
are available by request via the SNA email address.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice-President.

Farmers’ markets continue
through October

T

he Farmers’ Market in Lincoln Park takes place
on Saturdays in the Lincoln Park High School
Parking lot at Armitage and Orchard. Regular
market hours through the end of October are
7 am to 2 pm. No parking is allowed in the lot; however, parking meters are available on the north side of
Armitage near the school.
The Green City Market, Chicago’s only sustainable
green market, takes place near the south end of Lincoln
Park between 1750 N. Clark and Stockton Drive on
Wednesdays and Saturdays. This market also continues
through October; market hours are 7 am to 1:30 pm.
Discounted parking is available in the parking lot off
Stockton for $4 for the first hour with validation.
The Green City Market features organic fruits and vegetables, heirloom tomatoes, artisanal cheeses, orchard fruits,
organic breads, herbs, organic free range chicken, turkey,
eggs, grains, hormone-free beef, caviar, vinegars, mustards,
horseradish, maple syrup, honey, flowers, and more.
The Green City Market also offers programs and
special events, such as Chef’s Demonstrations and
Sprouts for Kids. For more information about the
Green City Market and its programs call 847-835-2240
or visit www.chicagogreencitymarket.org. For more
information about Farmers’ Markets contact the Department of Special Events at 312-744-3315 or moseinquiry@cityofchicago.org; or visit www.cityofchicago.
org/specialevents.
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Notes from our elected officials

F
BLOCK PARTY UNITES NEIGHBORS — The third annual
2200-2300 Janssen/Greenview/Southport Block Party
was an overwhelming success despite the rain. Jeff and
Marianne Markowitz, along with Dolly Miranda and Arthur Hamilton, organized the August 18 event, building
on the momentum from last year. Well over 125 people
dined on grilled hamburgers, hot dogs, potluck salads
and snacks while being entertained by the Janssen-based
band, Goodbye Satellite. Children enjoyed a bike parade,
face painting and other fun games and activities.

DePaul University
Neighborhood Parking Program*

D

ePaul University invites its residential
neighbors to participate in the Neighborhood Parking Program, which makes evening and weekend parking permits available—free of charge—to eligible residents.
Eligibility
Residents must reside within these boundaries: Altgeld on the north; Armitage on the south; Halsted on
the east; and Wayne on the west. Proof of area residency is required at the time of registration. Participation is limited to one permit per household.
A DePaul parking hang tag is required to park in all
DePaul facilities. A DePaul access card is required for
entrance to the Clifton garage. A parking permit does
not guarantee an available space in the parking facilities.
Term of Parking Permit
September 1, 2007 through August 31, 2008.
Available Parking Times
Monday through Friday— 4 pm to 8 am*
Saturday and Sunday—Available all day
* Subject to change if necessary
Registration
Area resident parking permits are available at the
DePaul University Parking Services office, 2320
N. Kenmore, room 177, Monday through Friday,
8:30 am to 4:30 pm. Applications are available at
the Parking Services office or on-line at http://cgia.
depaul.edu/city/lpcParkingProgram.asp. You can type
your data on the form, print it, sign it and return it to
Parking Services with the proper identification.
Please note: If you already have an access card
please bring it with you when you register or include the card number on the application, so that
we can program the card to give access for the new
academic year.
Special extended hours—The Parking Services office
will be open from 8:30 am to 6:30 pm on the following days: Wednesday, Sept. 5; Thursday, Sept. 6;
Monday, Sept. 10; and Tuesday, Sept. 11.
Note: Parking permit applications can be mailed
to the Parking Services Office. Mail the completed
application and a photocopy of two IDs with current
address (e.g. driver’s license, state of Illinois ID, etc.),
or a photocopy of one ID and one proof of residency
such as a utility bill with your current address.
Enforcement
Proper registration and available parking hours will
be enforced. New registration tags are required by
September 13, 2007.
Other parking rules and regulations apply.
(“2007/08 Regulations for Area Residents.”)
For additional information, contact the DePaul University Parking Services office at 773-325-7275.
*The Neighborhood Parking Program was developed with the
cooperation of the Transportation Committee, a communityuniversity advisory committee coordinated by DePaul’s
Community, Government and International Affairs office.

rom the Office of 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley:
As the community and I have learned more about
a partnership between the Chicago Park District
and the Latin School to install an artificial turf
soccer field in Lincoln Park a number of questions have
been raised. At my insistence, the Park District and the
Latin School discussed this matter at a public forum on
August 23, 2007.
Late last year I learned that the Chicago Park District
staff had discussed plans for an artificial turf soccer field
with the Lincoln Park Advisory Council (LPAC). After
learning of the proposal I pressed the Park District on the
specific plans for the field and told them that this needed
to be reviewed by the surrounding community. The first
time I saw the soccer field plan was on July 6, 2007. The
proposed field is nearly identical to one that was installed
at Montrose in Lincoln Park several years ago. The field
is proposed to be installed north of the softball fields near
the Zoo’s Cannon Drive parking lot.
In exchange for financing the field, the Latin School
has a schedule of reserved times on the field for the next
10 years. The Park District likens this to Latin paying its
permit fees for 10 years in advance in order to finance the
field’s construction. Currently, Latin pays permit fees and
uses this area in addition to other fields. One problem
is that their preferred times are some of the most popular
times for use of the field. I do believe that those times
need to be narrowed down, especially weekend times,
and there needs to be more access for our local public
schools such as Lincoln Park High School, other soccer
leagues, and non-organized recreation.
Unlike some, I do not believe that a soccer field
is completely unacceptable, but like many I do find it
totally unacceptable for any proposal to give a private

Children’s Memorial
monthly parking for neighbors

N

eighborhood residents are offered reducedrate-after-hours monthly parking in our
garages at 2316 N. Lincoln and 2515 N.
Clark. This parking is available at both garages between the hours of 5 pm and 8:45 am Monday
through Friday. There is 24-hour access on weekends
and holidays. The monthly fee for 2316 N. Lincoln is
$98, and the monthly rate for 2515 N. Clark is $165.
Reduced rate parking for area businesses
Neighborhood businesses can arrange for their patrons
to pay a flat rate of $6 for use of the garages between 5
pm and 8:45 am on weekdays and all day on Saturday and Sunday. Children’s Memorial also encourages
night and weekend shift employees of local businesses
to park in the garage for a reduced rate.
Discount parking coupons
These coupons are designed for our neighbors’ guests.
The coupons must be purchased in sheets of ten for
$60 from the parking garage manager. The coupons are
honored between 5 pm and 8:45 am Monday through
Friday, and anytime on weekends and holidays.
Reduced rates for social events
Children’s Memorial offers reduced rate parking to local churches for weddings and other social events. Patrons displaying the ceremonial programs upon exiting
the parking facility are charged a $6 rate. Other forms
of validation may be arranged with advance notice to
the parking facility office attendant.
For more information and to purchase stickers for any
of these programs, please contact Wayne Graham at
773-880-4286.

institution exclusive use of public land. It’s time for
the Park District and Latin School to answer our questions and prove that this proposal does not fit the “land
grab” description that many have labeled it. While the
Chicago Park District is a separate sister government
agency, I will use the influence I have in city government to make sure these questions are answered to the
satisfaction of my constituents.

West Nile Virus alert

4

3rd Ward Alderman Daley issued a notice
that the city would spray insecticides to kill
mosquitoes in neighborhoods in which traps
recently yielded mosquitoes carrying West
Nile Virus. Spraying that included Sheffield took
place on August 22 and covered Diversey south to
Cullerton, and Halsted west to Central Park.
The city initiated the effort after the weekly
number of mosquito samples detecting West Nile
Virus jumped. A hot, dry summer increases the risk
of West Nile virus infection. On the other hand, the
swarms of “floodwater” mosquitoes that appear after
heavy rains rarely are infected with the virus.
If circumstances warrant, the city will initiate
an additional spraying effort. Note that the trucks
dispense an ultra-low-volume spray in streets and
alleys. The spray’s active ingredient is Anvil, an
insecticide approved for use by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Although the spray
reportedly is not harmful to people or pets and is
routinely sprayed in residential areas outside of the
City of Chicago, residents of targeted neighborhoods may choose to stay indoors and close their
windows while the spraying is underway, as an extra
precaution. The elderly and people with any type
of immune-deficiency are highly encouraged to take
these precautions. To subscribe to email updates that
include spraying alerts from Alderman Daley’s office,
visit www.chicago43rd.org.
The Chicago Department of Public Health
(CDPH) asks all Chicagoans to take precautions to
protect themselves and their families from mosquito
bites. Especially important is the use of insect repellant containing DEET, Picaridin or Oil of Lemon
eucalyptus.
In addition to using insect repellant to avoid
bites, CDPH advises:
• Consider limiting outdoor activity
after dark (dusk to dawn), which is when the
Northern House Mosquito (the type of insect
that spreads the West Nile Virus) is most active;
• When outside between dusk and
dawn, wear loose-fitting, light-colored clothing that includes long pants, long-sleeved
shirts, socks and shoes;
• Check to see that all screens on
doors and windows are tight-fitting and free
of holes and tears;
• Encourage your neighbors to exercise these same precautions.
To limit mosquito breeding opportunities, CDPH
officials recommend:
• Draining and replacing water in
birdbaths and children's backyard wading
pools every four to five days;
• Properly disposing of old tires,
cans, jars, pans, bottles, buckets, and other
unwanted containers that can hold standing
water;
• Making sure that rain gutters, downspouts, swimming pools and pool covers are
free of standing water;
• Keeping grass and weeds cut short
to eliminate hiding places for adult mosquitoes.
Those over the age of 50 are the most susceptible to developing a severe illness from the infection.
West Nile Virus infection can cause a relatively mild
illness called West Nile Fever, characterized by fever,
muscle aches, rash and headache. More severe West
Nile illness is less common but can include meningitis and encephalitis.
For prevention tips and weekly updates on West
Nile Virus activity in Chicago, visit www.cityofchicago.org/health.
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SNA Business Members

Please support the following SNA Business Members:
AAA Chicago

2121

N. Clybourn

All She Wrote

825

W. Armitage

Art Effect

934

W. Armitage

Bank Financial
Beaumont Bar & Grill

2424

N. Clark

2020

N. Halsted

Beverly Hammel, Inc.

1216

W. Webster

Café Bernard

2100

Children’s Memorial Hospital

2300

N. Halsted
Children’s
Plaza

Christine’s Concepts in Design
Citibank

807
2001

W. Dickens
N. Halsted

Citizens Bed & Breakfast for Dogs

2274

N. Clybourn

Cold Stone Creamery

2187

N. Clybourn

Cotelac

1159

W. Webster

DePaul Library

2350

N. Kenmore

DePaul University
Dog-a-holics

1

E. Jackson

904

W. Armitage

2070
1010

N. Clybourn

900

W. Armitage

Furla Lincoln Park

1211

W. Webster

General Iron Industries, Inc.

1909

N. Clifton

Gits Graphics

2146

N. Magnolia

Glascott & Associates

2156

N. Halsted

Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop
St Vincent DePaul Church
Fifth Third Bank

Greater Little Rock Church
Hellman Frame Shop
HomeMade Pizza Co

834
2152

W. Webster

W. Armitage
N. Bissell

850

W. Armitage

ICM Properties

1438

W. Belmont

K. Paige Salon

956

W. Webster

Kelly’s Pub

949

W. Webster

Kiehls Since 1851

907

W. Armitage

Kimball Legal Consulting

854

W. Webster

Kincade’s

950

W. Armitage

Lori’s Designer Shoes

824

W. Armitage

Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce

1925

N. Clybourn

McDonald’s

2400
950

N. Lincoln

McGee’s
Metzler/Hull Development Co.

1103

W. Webster

Milito Auto Repair

1106

W. Fullerton

Milito Car Wash

1106

W. Fullerton

Milito Mobil

1106

W. Fullerton

Multiple Choices, Inc

840

W. Armitage

My Corner Playroom

2121

N. Clybourn

921

W. Armitage

National City Bank

1640

W. Fullerton

Sai Café, Inc.

2010

N. Sheffield

Sam’s Wine & Liquors, Inc.

1720

N. Marcey

Sir Speedy

1711

N. Clybourn

St. James Lutheran Church

2101

N. Fremont

St. Josaphat Church

2311

N. Southport

St. Vincent’s Church

1010

W. Webster

State Restaurant

935
2154

W. Webster

Stella Lily Studio One
Sweet Mandy B’s
Tarantino’s
The Second Child

1208
1112
954

W. Webster
W. Armitage
W. Armitage

The Sullivan Firm, Ltd.

1800

N. Hudson

Tilli’s Restaurant

1952

N. Halsted

Treasure Island Foods, Inc.

2121
2257

N. Clybourn

Victory Gardens Theater
Wallace Realty

1700

N. Ashland

957

W. Webster

1480

W. Webster

Webster’s Wine Bar

		

Neighborhood business spotlight
BY CRISTINA LUCADO

R

unning a successful restaurant is every young
chef’s dream. Chef Charlie Trotter has not only
achieved that dream, but managed to create a
culinary empire along the way.
Today, Charlie Trotter’s restaurant is regarded as one
of the world’s finest. It is innovative and progressive in the
world of food and wine and has been instrumental in establishing new standards for fine dining. Among the many
awards Trotter and the restaurant have received include
“Outstanding Chef” by the James Beard Foundation and
“The Best Restaurant in the World for Food & Wine” by
Wine Spectator magazine.
In addition to his Lincoln Park fine dining restaurant, in 2000 Trotter opened “Trotter’s To Go,” a take-out
gourmet retail shop, and in 2004 opened “C,” a fine
dining restaurant located at One & Only Palmilla in
Los Cabos, Mexico. He also produces a line of organic
gourmet products under the Charlie Trotter brand name,
he has written numerous cookbooks and he is the host
of a nationally aired, award-winning PBS cooking series
called “The Cooking Sessions with Charlie Trotter.” Future endeavors include projects in Las Vegas and another
Chicago fine dining restaurant.
Beyond his numerous culinary accolades, Chef
Trotter has immersed himself in philanthropic activities,
including a vast number of national and international
charities. Closest to his heart is the Charlie Trotter Culinary Education Foundation. Since its inception in 1999,
Chef Trotter has been hosting three dinners each week
for high school students, as well as underwriting annual
fundraising dinners for the foundation. To date, the foundation has raised over $800,000 in support of individuals

S

seeking careers in the culinary arts.
Charlie Trotter has also been a generous friend to
the Sheffield community. Since 2006, his original restaurant at 816 W. Armitage has opened up its backyard
herb garden for visitors to the Sheffield Garden Walk
and Festival. Visitors can experience a behind-thescenes peek at the varied and original fresh herbs and
plants used in their cooking while sampling food and
drink prepared by the restaurant. Additionally, Trotter’s
has provided the catering for three previous President’s
Parties, a thank-you party held each year for Garden
Walk participants and volunteers.
The same restaurant that first opened its doors in 1987
will throughout this year welcome some of the food and
wine world’s biggest names (including Emeril Lagasse,
Dan Duckhorn, Tetsuya Wakuda, Pierre Herme and others) to take part in private celebrations honoring Charlie
Trotter’s remarkable success. Proceeds from the events will
benefit two local charities, The Charlie Trotter Culinary
Education Foundation and Mercy Home for Boys & Girls.
Congratulations, Charlie Trotter’s! We look forward
to 20 more years of dining excellence and community
involvement.
Cristina Lucado is a member of the SNA Board of Directors.

N. Bissell

N. Lincoln

NA welcomes the following new members:
Ryan and Emily Bennett, Alex and Katie
Garber, James Sailer and Dr. Anne Marie
Kudelka, James and Renee Tyree, Jay and
Corey Welsh, K. Paige Salon at 956 W. Webster and
Kiehl’s Since 1851 at 907 W. Armitage.
If you are not now a member, we urge you to
join. Membership dues are: $20 Family, $15 Individual, $5 Senior, $45 Business. Please complete
the enclosed form and mail it with your check to the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you have not received
your membership window decal and would like to
display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com. In addition, if you
have not paid your membership dues, SNA would
appreciate your payment.



SHEFFIELD’S BUSINESSES

How can I....

		

Join SNA today!

		

W. Webster

National City Bank

Webster Fitness Club

		

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check for $_____
$20
Family membership		
$15
Individual membership

$5
$45

Senior membership
Business membership

Name:
Address:
Phone:						

E-mail:

Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614.
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KIDS’ KORNER

Where to find the best for kids
BY DANIELLE DEUTSCH

I

n the July/August SNN, we reviewed the children’s
classes at DePaul University. This month, let’s look
at the more familiar places where children and
teens enjoy a variety of activities from story time to
language arts:
Barnes and Noble. One of my children’s favorite
places is Barnes and Noble, 1441 W. Webster Place,
phone 773-871-3610, website: www.bn.com. Inside
the second floor kids’ section, infants and toddlers
listen as enthusiastic readers entertain children with
30 minutes of books. A special character visit is likely.
Weekly story time is every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday. During the week, story time begins at 10
am; Saturday start times vary. Call for more information
on children’s arts and crafts, children’s workshops and
adult book discussions and functions.
Borders. 755 W. North, phone: 312-266-8060,
website: www.bordersstores.com. Story time every
Wednesday at 10:30 am. Special story-time events.
Check out the website for details.
Bubbles Academy. 1504 W. Fremont, phone: 312944-7677, website: www.bubblesacademy.com. Lots of
classes for kids, including Spanish, yoga, art and music.
Infant+. Extra-large facility and rooms. Great birthday
party area.
Chicago Public Library. Lincoln Park Branch, 1150
W. Fullerton, phone: 312-744-1926, website: www.
chipublib.org. Call for story-time and kid craft hours.
Gymboree Play & Music. The closest location
to the Sheffield neighborhood is Circuit City Center,
1030 W. North, 3rd floor, phone: 312-587-7380.
Another nearby location is 3158 N. Lincoln, phone:
773-296-1770, website: www.gymboreeclasses.com .
Gymboree’s multitude of classes include Fitness Fun,
global kids (children journey on a pretend international
trip and learn about different cultures), art, baby signs
and much more. Classes range in age from newborn
to 5 years old. If you have more than one child, try the
sibling class. Gymboree is also a fun and safe environment for birthday parties and there are plenty of open
gym times for your child to come out and play (this is
included in class enrollment).
Lakeshore Athletic Club. 1320 W. Fullerton,
phone: 773-477-9888, website:. www.lsac.com.
Members and non-members send their kids ages 2-13
to summer camp. Also, inquire about pre-natal classes
(these are great!) and other children’s classes.
Language Stars. 1777 N. Clybourn. phone: 312-

587-8795. website: www.languagestars.com. Foreign
Language Center teaches children French, Spanish, German, Italian and Mandarin Chinese. Classes are held in
the early morning to late evening. Try a free class.
Lincoln Park Zoo. 2001 N. Clark, phone: 312-7422287, website: www.lpzoo.org. Story-time: Mondays and
Wednesdays 9:15 am -10 am. Summer camp. Call or visit
the website for special events. Birthday parties.
The Little Gym. 3216 N. Lincoln, phone: 773-5255750, website: www.tigchicagoil.com. Infants to children
12 years old move and exercise, listening to songs while
learning gymnastics, karate, basic sports skills, ballet,
tap, tumbling, ball play and bubbles. Kids’ night out for
members and non-members. There is even a summer and
holiday camp. New members are welcome to try a class
for free.
Menomonee Club for Boys & Girls. 1535 N. Dayton,
phone: 312-644-4631, website: www.menomoneeclub.
org. Clubhouse: 244 W. Willow, phone: 312-664-4515.
An array of programs starting as early as 18 months for
soccer (Lil’ Kickers). Programs include, but not limited to
sports, creative, Scouting, performing arts. A clubhouse
features a game room. Great for birthday parties.
My Corner Playroom. 2121 N. Clybourn, phone: 773388-2121, website: www.MyCornerPlayroom.com. My
Corner Playroom offers open play, kids’ camp, day school
and much more for the smallest to school-age children.
My Gym. 1880 W. Fullerton, phone: 773-645-9600,
website: www.my-gym.com. For kids 6 weeks and older.
My daughter loved My Gym. Each week’s class was not
routine, but interesting and fun. My Gym incorporates
music, puppets, gym time and constant movement.
Sibling classes are available. A one-time membership
fee is required in addition to regular class fees. Free play
included with membership.
Old Town School of Folk Music. 909 W. Armitage,
phone: 773-728-6000, website: www.oldtownschool.
org. Old Town draws in a large crowd of children as well
as adults. They specialize in individual and group music
classes/lessons, art classes, concerts, special events and
workshops. Don’t forget to pop into the music store for
full-service musical needs.
Pottery Barn Kids. 2111 N. Clybourn, phone: 773525-8349, website: www.potterybarnkids.com. Storytime is every Tuesday 10 am to 10:30 a.m. Call to verify.
Some Pottery Barn Kids have Sing-a-longs.
All the information provided may change. Please call
or check the websites for accuracy and the most up-todate information.
Danielle Deutsch is a Sheffield resident.

Decline in number of Sheffield real estate transactions
BY PAULA ARNETT

T

he number of real estate transactions in the
neighborhood continues to decline as evidenced by the accompanying chart. For the
same period from 2005 to 2006, the number
of transactions declined by 18%, and from 2006 to

2007, the number declined by 11%. Average selling prices, however, have remained stable. And, in spite of what
is reported by the news media, average market times have
not increased; it takes three to four months for a property
to be sold on the average.
My 9th Annual 2005-2006 Sheffield Neighborhood
Real Estate Market Report is compiled and about to be
published. It contains charts, dollar volumes and statistics of real estate sales in the neighborhood, as well as a
street-by-street analysis showing what sold on your block,
when and at what price. If you have not received last
year’s report and would like a copy, please contact me at
773-294-1822 or parnett@rubloff.com.
Paula Arnett, GRI, CRS, ABR, who has provided quality
single-agency real estate representation for more than
20 years, is a Broker Associate with Rubloff Residential
Properties, 2663 N. Halsted, Chicago, IL 60614, and is a
member of the SNA Board of Directors.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the
North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago River on the West.

Sheffield* Real Estate Prices for Closed Properties Jan. 1 - Aug. 15**

Year
Single Family
Condo
Multi Unit
Vacant Land
Total

2007
28
99
6
2
135

Average Sold
Price
2006
$1,697,169
$500,652
$1,072,900
$1,100,000

Number
2006
2005
2007
2005
2007
28
35
$1,484,004
$1,373,185
116
116
133
$493,510
$474,371
94
5
12
$1,430,417
$1,000,708
113
2
3
$1,075,000
$1,000,000
94
151
183
**Data compiled from MLSNI (Multiple Listing Service of Northern Illinois)

Average
Market
Time
2006 2005
184 155
113
87
172 158
57
61

SNA Spaghetti Dinner
November 2007
Watch SNN for details!

