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Shopping center proposed for Ashland and Webster
BY TED WROBLESKI

S

mithfield Properties has proposed to build a
shopping center at the southwest corner of
Webster and Ashland. This is presently the site
of Hayes Mechanical, which will be moving in
about a year to a new facility on the south side. The
site is a nearly triangular parcel bordered on the east
by Ashland and on the north by Webster. To the west is
the Metra/Union Pacific railroad right of way and to the
south is a small portion of Elston Avenue. The property
is currently zoned for manufacturing. The developer
proposes to change the underlying zoning to C-3 and to
submit a Planned Development for the property.
At the south end of the property, a two-story building with a bank on the first floor is proposed, including
a drive-thru accessed from within the parking lot. The
second story is for office use. At the north end of the
property, a new supermarket is proposed at the corner of Webster and Ashland with a self-storage facility
above the supermarket. The developer is negotiating
with Roundy’s of Milwaukee regarding the supermarket.
In between the buildings on either end, a one-story
building bordering the railroad right of way is proposed
for small retail stores. The rest of the space would be
a surface parking lot that will also extend beneath the
food store and self-storage facility. They propose to
have 294 parking spaces, a ratio of 3 per 1,000 square
feet of building space. The corner retail space is about
90,000 square feet and the self-storage is 134,000
square feet. The single-story retail would be about
27,500 square feet.
The challenge for this project is finding suitable locations for ingress and egress. There is a 12-foot grade
incline on Ashland and on Webster as they approach
their intersection and the bridges across the Chicago
River. Consequently, there are limited locations for

November 3 is the date
for SNA Spaghetti Dinner

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association cordially invites you to
attend its annual Spaghetti Dinner. A longstanding neighborhood
tradition, the event brings friends and neighbors together for a relaxed evening of food,
beverages, music and family fun. The 2007
dinner will be held on Saturday, November 3, from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm at DePaul
University’s Cortelyou Commons, 2234 N.
Fremont. Tickets, which will be available at
the door, will cost $6 for adults and $4 for
children and seniors. Food and beverages
are included in the ticket price.
For more information, please call SNA
at 773-929-9255 or send email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.
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Aldermen to help fund
CTA escalators
—Planning Report
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Ashland and Webster is the site of a proposed shopping center.

entrances to the property. On Ashland, an entrance is
proposed towards the Elston end of the property where
the grade is minimal. Traffic would be able to enter from
Ashland in either direction with a dedicated lane for left
turns into the lot. Traffic would be able to exit going
south only. There would be no traffic signal at this location because of the proximity of the Elston light. Traffic
intending to proceed north on Ashland would need to go
through the lot to the Webster exit, turn right and then
turn left onto Ashland.
Along Webster, a number of entrances and exits are
proposed. There will be an entrance for trucks for the
food store at the west end of the property. Because of
space limitations, a turntable for trucks is proposed inside
the loading area since trucks will not be able to back
in. In addition, all larger trucks will need to come in
from and exit to the east because of the low height of the
viaduct to the west on Webster. The developer proposes
a long left-turn lane for this purpose. Next to the truck
dock, a loading area and office area for the self-storage
facility is proposed where storage space renters will be
able to load and unload. (They will also be able to load
and unload from the parking area inside.) Next to the
east will be the entrance and exit to the parking lot for
the supermarket and other retailers. It is proposed that
this will have one lane for a right-turn exit to the east, one
lane for an entrance, and one lane for left-turn exits to the
west on Webster. At the Ashland corner, a left-turn-only
lane with an arrow is proposed.
At a presentation before the SNA Planning Committee at which members of the West DePaul Neighbors
were also present, questions were presented about the
feasibility of this plan. To the north on Webster is the

Sheffield wins
gardening awards
for 2007
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Green Dolphin Restaurant and Night Club. There
presently is street parking on the north side of Webster
that is used by Green Dolphin patrons. There is no
proposal to widen Webster or to increase the height of
the viaduct. It was also noted that the Guttman Tannery
building has just been demolished on the northeast
corner with a view to new development and that a new
retail/preschool development is under construction on
the north side of Webster just east of the river. We are
waiting for an updated traffic study from the developer
in the hope it may more fully address the traffic issues
in this area particularly with the area to the east in
mind. Meanwhile, the SNA will continue to monitor
developments and discuss matters with our neighboring groups. The developer has met with Bucktown
community groups, Alderman Waguespack and others
regarding this plan. As of yet, the SNA has not taken a
position on this project.
This proposal is one of a series of projects both
underway and in the planning stages that can have a
serious effect on the already congested traffic situation,
particularly in the western portion of our neighborhood. With the departure of Finkl Steel, the future of
that site is uncertain. The future of Children’s Memorial
Hospital after its move is similarly up in the air. There
are significant new developments on North Avenue and
Sheffield and the New City YMCA south of North Avenue that will seriously affect us. City planners and our
local aldermen must keep in mind the potential impact
of these new developments on the existing residents,
businesses and institutions in our neighborhood and
our quality of life.
Ted Wrobleski is SNA Planning Chair.

Please help SNA with
donation requests,
award nominees

8

Discovering the
hidden treasures
—Kids’ Korner

													

Reminders and hints

From Streets & Sanitation: House numbers affixed to
your garage and back fence, in addition to those in
front of properties, are extremely helpful to all city
service departments and essential in emergencies.
For Moving Day: To make moving easier on you and
less burdensome on your neighbors, contact your
Alderman’s office in advance to request that “No
Parking” signs be posted to provide a space for your
moving van so that it does not block the street.
For Rodent Control: “Rat Packs,” which contain a
guide to eliminating rats, including instructions on
“rat proofing” outdoor areas and building openings,
are available in your Alderman’s office.
For Other Services: Contact your Alderman to
request assistance with abandoned cars, building
permits, garbage carts, senior rebates, liquor licenses,
traffic signs, tree trimming, permit parking, zoning,
and other services.
Useful Contacts:
43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley
735 West Wrightwood, Chicago, IL 60614, 773-3279111
Ward43@cityofchicago.org, www.chicago43rd.org
32nd Ward Alderman
Scott Waguespack
2657 North Clybourn, Chicago, IL 773-248-1330
32ndward@gmail.com
43rd Ward Streets & Sanitation Office
312-744-4555
32nd Ward Streets & Sanitation Office
312-744-8618
18th District Police/District Desk
312-742-5870
18th District Police/Community Policing Office
312-742-5778
Chicago Park District/Trebes Park
312-742-7898
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
DePaul University — Security/Lincoln Park Campus
773-325-7777
DePaul University — Community and Government
Relations
312-362-8100, cgr@wppost.depaul.edu

November 3, Saturday, SNA Spaghetti Dinner, Cortelyou Commons,
2324 N. Fremont. Call 773-9299255 for details.
November 6, Tuesday, 7 pm. SNA
Board Meeting. Call 773-929-9255
for details.
December 4, Tuesday, 7 pm. SNA
Board Meeting. Call 773-929-9255
for details.

Fullerton Construction Update
Construction at Fullerton is a little ahead of that at Belmont. Crews have begun the concrete deck pours. The
CTA anticipates that sometime early in 2008 three-track
operation will begin to affect southbound traffic.
Construction of new structure, track, and platform is
ongoing and will at times require alley obstructions and
closures, parking restrictions, lane closures, sidewalk
impacts, and street closures.
Armitage Construction Update
Station construction will continue to necessitate alley
closures, sidewalk impacts, parking restrictions, lane
closures, and street closures. However, Alderman Daley’s
office has advised the CTA that no parking restrictions
can be imposed during the holiday shopping season. The
CTA anticipates that the work at Armitage will be completed in mid-January 2008.
The Brown Line Renovation construction schedule,
including street closures and obstructions, is available
at www.ctabrownline.com. In addition, street closures
and obstructions related to the Brown Line renovation
now also are available on the 43rd Ward website, www.
chicago43rd.org. Information regarding alternative bus
routes for stations that are temporarily closed is available

M

ake sure all doors to the outside have
good locks — deadboIt locks with a
minimum 1-1/2 inch bolt. Make sure
locks are also installed on screen and
storm doors, garage doors, cellar doors, patio doors,
and any other door that leads to the outside (including second-floor patios or decks).
Always use the locks on both your home and
your garage. Lock up every time you go out, even
if it’s only for a few minutes. Almost 50 percent of
burglars enter homes or property through unlocked
doors or windows.
Never hide keys outside, such as under a bush or
in a flowerpot. Burglars know where to find “secret”
hiding places. It is much better to leave a key with
a trusted neighbor. Make sure all porches and other
possible entrances are well lit, with at least 40-watt
bulbs: A well-lit house is far better protected than a
house without lights.
Overgrown bushes, tree limbs, or landscaping can provide cover for burglars. Trim them to the
height of porches or windows. If you have recently
purchased a television, stereo equipment, or other
household items, wait to discard the boxes until the
morning of the garbage pickup day.
If you are out during the day or on vacation, use
an automatic timer to turn on lights and a radio at
different times of the day. It is an easy way to disguise the fact they you are not at home.
Have a trusted neighbor pick up your mail and
newspapers every day while you are on vacation.
Have a neighbor use your garbage cans occasionally.
During the winter, arrange to have snow shoveled.
— From the Chicago Police Department
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Route Cuts; Fare Increases
The CTA plans to eliminate 82 bus routes if permanent
funding is not approved by the Illinois State Legislature:
39 routes on November 4 and 43 additional routes on
January 6, 2008. The CTA also plans to implement fare
increases on both dates.
Cuts that will impact the Sheffield community include the Armitage, Diversey, Lincoln/Sedgwick, LaSalle,
and Sheridan/LaSalle Express routes, all of which are
slated to be eliminated in January. Scheduled for elimination in November are the Stockton/LaSalle Express,
Marine/Michigan Express and the Stockton/Michigan
Express. Public hearings regarding these cuts and fare
increases were scheduled to take place by the time of
publication.
The links to the CTA proposed 2008 budget, service cuts and fare increases respectively are
http://www.transitchicago.com/business/finance.
html, http://www.transitchicago.com/news/motion/
board/20071012RoutesOperating2007Jan6.pdf, and
http://www.transitchicago.com/news/motion/board/
20071012FareStructure.pdf.
Alderman Daley and other BLTF community members expressed concern that the elimination of bus routes
used as alternatives to the Brown Line will have a severe
impact on riders in this area, particularly when the threetrack operation begins to affect southbound traffic.

Home security hints

er

D

win the Nobel Prize, become voted the
volunteer of the year? Or any other great
acheivement? Let us know so that the
community can celebrate that event with you. You
are the fabric of the community and we should all
applaud. Send a brief description of the info to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com, Subject:
“2007 Kudos” by December 15. Thanks!

4

3rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley and 44th Ward Alderman Tom Tunney announced at a recent Brown
Line Task Force (BLTF) meeting that they each
have committed $200,000 of their menu program
funds to secure escalators at the Fullerton and Belmont
stations. The CTA will provide the remaining $1.6 million
required to install the escalators.
Along with longer canopies, some amenities, and
the use of materials such as granite versus concrete, the
CTA had excised the escalators from its original plans to
meet its budget for the renovation; however, the station
was constructed to allow their installation in the future.
Although the construction also would allow the extension
of the canopies at Fullerton and Belmont in the future,
there currently are no plans to make this or any other
changes. Whether canopies could be extended at other
stations would depend upon the adequacy of the foundations, some of which incorporated existing structures.
In response to the queries of community representatives of the BLTF about the noise criteria for the finished
project, the CTA confirmed that the noise may not exceed
existing levels. To this end, the CTA recorded measurements at three locations prior to commencing the project.
The CTA continues to anticipate some reduction of noise
levels at Fullerton where the concrete beds extend.
Selection of the public artwork to be installed at Fullerton and Belmont will begin soon. Community input
will be sought via two public forums. Hundreds of artists
already have submitted applications. To recommend an
artist, contact Favi Ramirez at 312-742-1156.

at www.ctabrownline.com or by calling 1-888-YOURCTA.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice-President.
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Kudos
to you?
id you get a book published, star in a play,

BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY
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For Non-Emergency Police Incidents, Water Bills, etc.
311

Aldermen to help fund CTA escalators
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Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
2530 N. Lincoln Avenue, Suite 113, 773-880-5200
www.lincolnparkil.com
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Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
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Sheffield wins gardening awards for 2007
BY LAURY LEWIS

T

he Sheffield neighborhood continues to justify
its designation as the “Garden District of Chicago.” Since its beautification program started
in 2000, the Sheffield neighborhood has
received several awards from Mayor Daley’s Landscape
Awards program. These have included awards for the
planters and hanging baskets throughout the neighborhood, the entry area for Trebes Park, as well as individual recognition for private gardens and condominium
gardens.
Laury Lewis, Beautification Chairman for the Sheffield neighborhood, is pleased to announce the following awards for 2007:
1st Place in the Community Gardens, Region 3 Trebes Park Entry Planters
3rd Place in the Community Gardens, Region 3 Surface Planters and Hanging Baskets
3rd Place in the Single Family Residences, Region 3
- Laury Lewis and Nancy Bradt
The Sheffield neighborhood should take pride in
the beautification efforts of the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association, which is a direct result of the success of
the Sheffield Garden Walk and the charitable support of
Finkl Landscaping. Only the continued success of the
Garden Walk will ensure the future of the beautification
program.
This fall, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
will plant approximately 1,000 hardy spring bulbs in
the Clover Playlot on Southport. The planting work will

Beautification efforts in Trebes Park were recognized again.

Businesses are invited to adopt surface planters.

be done by the 8th grade at St. Josaphat School as a community service project. They will be supervised by Laury
Lewis, SNA Beautification Chairman. Besides community
service, they will learn how to plant and design a bulb
garden. The flowers of their efforts will appear next spring
from late March through mid-May. Please be sure to walk
past Clover Playlot in the spring.
Most of the surface planters throughout Sheffield are
located at corners along the shopping areas on Halsted,
Webster, Armitage and Clybourn. Businesses in close
proximity to any of these planters can adopt them on an
annual basis and have their name posted on the planter
indicating their support. Furla Lincoln Park at 1211 W.
Webster adopted a planter in front of its store for 2 years.
Staff are thrilled with the appearance as well as their
customer responses.
If you have any questions about the beautification
plans for Sheffield, please e-mail Laury Lewis at lbl1948@
yahoo.com.
Laury Lewis, an award-winning gardener, is SNA Beautification and Parks Chairman and the principal of Foliage Fantasies, specializing in urban garden design and
installation. He is available for speaking engagements
and garden consultation. He can be reached at lbl1948@
yahoo.com.

Lincoln principal retires; green roof coming

W

ith sad heart and good wishes for his
future, the Abraham Lincoln Elementary
School community said farewell this
spring to Prinicipal Andrew Tinich, Ed.D.,
as he announced his retirement effective at the end of
the school year. Dr. Tinich was a tireless and dedicated
principal during his 14-year tenure, which followed 11
years as a teacher at the school as well.
Dr. Tinich has been credited over the years
as instrumental in raising the academic standards at
Lincoln School and challenging students, his staff and
the entire community to aim high and work together
to achieve great things. He also never missed an opportunity to tell students leaving for school breaks to
make sure they turn off the television, get outside to run
around and read a good book.
On June 7, a standing-room-only retirement
roast and toast party was held in Dr. Tinich’s honor at
the John Barleycorn restaurant, where parents, teachers and former colleagues regaled those gathered
with anecdotes of great moments during his tenure as
principal.
“It has been a pleasure and an honor to serve
as the Principal at Lincoln for these past 14 years. I
have worked with a dedicated, bright and hard-working
staff and wonderful parents and community members
to develop a humanities-based curriculum that has provided a holistic, enriched program for all of its students.
Lincoln is a unique school- a true community school.
I look forward to watching its continued development
over the next 50 years!”



Happy holidays
from
Armitage-HalstedWebster
merchants!
HOLIDAY PRODUCT SHOWCASE
Thursday, Nov. 15, 5 pm – 8 pm
Complimentary wine, cider and appetizers
Each store is showcasing their new product lines,
unique gift ideas and holiday fashions.

SHEFFIELD’S SCHOOLS

BY JUDITH NEMES SPANIERMAN

		

The Local School Council launched an intensive
search for a new principal last spring, and on March
23 the LSC voted unanimously to offer the position to
Mark Armendariz, who had been serving as the school’s
assistant principal since June 2006. Already a familiar
face and respected professional within the school, Mr.
Armendariz accepted the offer. The news was warmly
received by the academic staff within the school and
among the parent community. Dr. Tinich will continue to
work with Mr. Armendariz during the upcoming school
year as an independent consultant to assure a smooth
and successful transition.
A handful of other dedicated and longtime
professionals on Lincoln School’s staff retired at the end
of the academic year. They included Pat Canepa, Carol
Carey, Leann Despotes, Margaret Goodwin and Bob
Howard. On the evening of May 24, the PTA sponsored a
Retirement Party for the departing staff members, as well
as Dr. Tinich, with cake, signing books for each of the
professionals, and beautiful crystal apples commemorating their dedicated years of service to Lincoln and the
Chicago Public Schools.
Meanwhile, construction of Lincoln School’s
greatly anticipated Greenhouse/Green roof project is
expected to finally begin during the winter break. Even
though the Greenhouse Committee’s fundraising goals
haven’t been fully met, the project moves closer to a reality. Additional contributions are still welcome. The Greenhouse/Green roof will be a great step forward for Lincoln
School students to be able to learn about the environment
in a hands-on manner that will hopefully inspire them to
continue those efforts long into the future.
Judith Nemes Spanierman is a Lincoln School parent.

HOLIDAY PARADE ALONG THE AVENUES
Saturday, December 8, 10:30 am
Watch local merchants, bands, fire trucks and Santa
parade through the neighborhood
to kick off the holiday season!
Enjoy carolers, eggnog and great deals at all the stores.
Wonderful opportunity to finish your holiday shopping!
Be sure to visit the merchants’ new website,
www.lincolnparkshopping.com,
where you can join their mailing list.
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SNA asks for donation requests, award nominees, Board members

D

uring the annual budgeting process, a
subcommittee will evaluate the donation requests that the Association received
throughout the year. To be eligible for a donation, the applicant must be a not-for-profit
group that meets at least one of the following criteria:
1. It offers programs that provide a needed or useful service to residents of the Sheffield neighborhood.
2. It is located in or near the Sheffield neighborhood and has a history of being a good neighbor.
3. It offers programs or services that the board of
the SNA believes contribute substantially to the betterment of the larger community or meet a specific need
targeted by the board.
In addition, requests must be in writing, offer some
background about the applicant, explain how the
request fits the criteria, and describe how and when the
applicant will use the funds. These are neighborhood
funds: help the board determine how best to support
your neighborhood.
Donation request forms are available by calling the
Association at 773-929-9255 or sending an email request
to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.
SNA seeks nominations for Star Award
SNA established the Sheffield Star Award to build
community spirit by publicly recognizing someone
who embodies that spirit. The Association presents the
Award at its Annual Meeting in January.
Help SNA acknowledge someone special: nominate someone who made a unique contribution to the
Association in 2007, generated exceptional work in the
community in 2007, or has provided long-term service
to Sheffield. The recipient can be a resident, a business owner, a student, a public official, or anyone who

positively contributed to the neighborhood; the recipient
need not be a member of the Association.
To submit a nomination, please provide the nominee’s name, address, and telephone number along with a
description of the nominee’s qualifications for the award.
Include your name and contact information, as well.
Send this information to the Association at 2233 N. Kenmore or via email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
SNA seeks candidates for board of directors
Over the years, the Association has striven to maintain a
board composition that reflects the entire Sheffield neighborhood, including businesses and institutions along with
residents and property owners. At the same time, the
Association has tried to maintain a mix of experienced
board members and new, and a mix of long-time Sheffield neighbors and recent arrivals.
At its Annual Meeting in January, the Association
members elect five (of the fifteen) directors along with
each of the six officers. Directors serve three-year terms;
officers serve one-year terms. The Nominating Committee soon will begin to review candidates for the 2008
SNA board in anticipation of presenting a slate to the
current board at its December meeting. (Per the Bylaws,
members also may nominate candidates by submitting
the name of an eligible member to the Secretary 45 days
before the election.)
Any person who is a member in good standing is eligible to be elected as a director or Secretary, Treasurer, or
Assistant Treasurer. A director in good standing who has
served on the board for one year is eligible to be elected
President, First Vice-President, or Second Vice-President.
Any member in good standing is entitled to vote for directors and officers; new members’ voting rights begin 30
days after joining the Association.
A member must be at least 18 years of age and reside
within the Association’s boundaries, or own property
or a business within the boundaries, or be a religious

organization or institution within the boundaries. A
membership form usually is included in each issue of
the newsletter; forms also are available upon request by
calling or sending an email message to the Association.
If you are interested in serving or know someone
who would be a valuable addition to the board, please
contact the Association by calling 773-929-9255 or
sending an email message to the Association. Those
interested should provide a brief resume that includes a
description of any volunteer experience. Keep in mind
that ours is a “working” board, i.e., we need nominees
who can offer both their experience and time.
If you are unable to spare the time commitment required of an officer or director, or simply want to learn
more about the Association before making that commitment, consider committee work. Much of the work
of the Association is accomplished via the committees,
which make recommendations to the board. Spreading
the work of the Association beyond the board through
its committees eases the burden on directors and officers and, more important, creates opportunities for
broader participation of SNA membership.
Finally, we need two members to serve on the
Nominating Committee; please contact the Association
immediately if you are interested. Members interested
in serving on the Budget Committee should contact SNA
Assistant Treasurer Hamish Forrest at 773-525-3584.

We’d like photos!

D

o you have pictures of events and happenings in the Sheffield neighborhood from
block parties, school graduations, unusual
scenes or SNA-sponsored events like the
Garden Walk and the Spaghetti Dinner? Send your
pix to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.
com, Subject: “2007 Pix” by December 15. Be sure
to include your name and a very brief description of
the event...who/what/where/when. Thanks!
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ZONING FROM A TO Z

Business and commercial districts
(Chapter 17-3) — Part 4
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

A

s reviewed in Parts I and II of this series for
Business (“B”) and Commercial (“C”) districts, standard types of limitations apply to
B and C districts. These include bulk and
density standards (i.e., floor area ratio (FAR) standards
and minimum lot area (MLA) requirements for residential units in B or C districts), and requirements relating
to ground floor space, height standards, and setbacks.
Recall that Residential districts are similarly limited
based upon FAR, MLA, and height and setback requirements.
Significantly, the new zoning code adopted in
late 2004 imposes a wholly new set of restrictions on
certain streets and intersections in B and C districts
beyond these standard types of limitations. Designated
pedestrian streets, these are governed by an additional
set of regulations contained in section 17-3-0500 of the
code. The regulations are designed to preserve and
enhance the character of streets and intersections that
are widely recognized as Chicago’s best examples of
pedestrian-oriented shopping districts; they are intended to promote transit, economic vitality, and pedestrian
safety and comfort.
To be designated a “pedestrian street,” which
requires an amendment both to the zoning map and
text, a street must exhibit most of the following characteristics:
•
Have a high concentration of existing
stores and restaurants
•
Abut a street with a right-of-way of 80
feet or less
•
Have a continuous or mostly continuous pattern of buildings that are built abutting
to or very close to the sidewalk
•
Have doors and entrances abutting the
sidewalk
•
Have many storefront windows abutting the sidewalk
•
Have very few vacant stores
Within Sheffield, Armitage from Halsted to Racine
and Halsted from Willow to Webster are designated
as pedestrian retail streets. Pedestrian retail streets are
subject to the same regulations as pedestrian streets but
are even more specifically regulated, as seen below.
The regulations that apply to pedestrian streets
govern building location, façade transparency, door and
entrances, parking and driveways, and even uses on
all lots that abut the right-of-way of a designated street.
These go far beyond the minimal character standards
for residential districts, which require only that windows and/or main entrance doors comprise at least
17.5% of the façade that faces a street and, in most
residential districts, that all off-street parking must be
accessed off the abutting alley.
Building Location, The entire façade that faces the
street must abut the sidewalk or be within 5 feet of the
sidewalk. A recessed entry is permitted but is subject to
maximum width and height requirements.
Transparency. A defined minimum percentage of
the façade area must be transparent and allow views of
indoor commercial space or product display.
Doors and Entrances. The primary entrance must
face the pedestrian street; a corner entrance satisfies the
requirement. The building entrance may include doors
to individual businesses.
Parking and Driveways. No off-street parking is
required for non-residential uses unless the use exceeds
10,000 square feet of gross floor area. In contrast, a
retail use in a typical B zone in Sheffield would require
2.5 parking spaces for every 1000 square feet in excess
of 4000 square feet.
Any off-street parking must be enclosed or located
at the rear and not visible from the right-of-way. No
curb cuts or driveways are allowed; vehicle access to
lots must come from an alley.
Uses. Consistent with the purpose of the regulations governing pedestrian streets, the code prohibits
or requires special use permits for some uses otherwise
allowed in B and C districts. (For a review of the types
of uses allowed in B and C districts, see Installment III
in the September/October SNN.)
For example, the code prohibits strip centers,

drive-throughs, vehicle sales and service, gas stations, car
washes, and residential storage warehouses on lots abutting pedestrian streets. Non-accessory parking facilities
(e.g., parking serving the general public) require a special
use permit. Special use approval involves a case-by-case
review procedure to determine whether the use will be
compatible with surrounding uses and development patterns. The process requires public notice of the hearing
before the Zoning Board of Appeals, which must find that
the proposed use in the proposed location meets certain
criteria.
Important for Sheffield, the section subjects banks
and automated-teller facilities to additional regulation
on pedestrian retail streets. Banks and ATM facilities are
permitted unless they will be located within 600 feet of
another such facility, in which case special use approval
generally is required. However, a special use is not required if the facility is located above or below curb level
of a building, the facility is accessory to a retail or commercial use, or the facility is in the rear of the building in
which a retail or commercial use faces the street.
Alderman Daley proposed this additional regulation
to address concerns that the proliferation of banks and
similar institutions in the Lincoln Park community potentially interrupted the pedestrian activity that is critical to
supporting other types of businesses in these areas.
Finally, the section governing pedestrian streets is
unique in that it specifically encourages certain uses,
such as sidewalk cafes and outdoor eating areas and outdoor display of produce, flowers, and plants.
As in other sections of the code, the drafters included
diagrams to illustrate the regulations, a vast improvement
over the old version of the code.
This is the ninth in a series of articles designed to
educate the community about the basics of the new zoning code adopted in late 2004. The first five installments
focused on residential districts. If you would like to learn
about a particular topic, contact the Association by calling 773-929-9255 or by sending an e-mail message to
sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com; please
be as specific as possible when describing your topic or
question. Electronic copies of previous installments also
are available by request via the SNA email address.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice President.
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Stay informed with the click of a mouse

S

heffield neighbors can easily keep abreast of the
latest neighborhood developments and events
by visiting a few websites or submitting an email
address to the distribution lists maintained by
local institutions and organizations. Newly listed sites
are noted with an asterisk.
Websites:
www.lincolnparkconnect.com (project of the Lincoln Park Community Wide Forum and Children’s
Memorial Hospital; connects Lincoln Park community services through a social and community
service website; lists cultural institutions, government offices, community organizations, schools,
and religious institutions; maintains community
calendar of events)

Children’s Memorial
monthly parking for neighbors

N

eighborhood residents are offered reducedrate-after-hours monthly parking in our
garages at 2316 N. Lincoln and 2515 N.
Clark. This parking is available at both
garages between the hours of 5 pm and 8:45 am
Monday through Friday. There is 24-hour access on
weekends and holidays. The monthly fee for 2316
N. Lincoln is $98, and the monthly rate for 2515 N.
Clark is $165.
Reduced rate parking for area businesses
Neighborhood businesses can arrange for their
patrons to pay a flat rate of $6 for use of the garages
between 5 pm and 8:45 am on weekdays and all day
on Saturday and Sunday. Children’s Memorial also
encourages night and weekend shift employees of
local businesses to park in the garage for a reduced
rate.
Discount parking coupons
These coupons are designed for our neighbors’
guests. The coupons must be purchased in sheets of
ten for $60 from the parking garage manager. The
coupons are honored between 5 pm and 8:45 am
Monday through Friday, and anytime on weekends
and holidays.
Reduced rates for social events
Children’s Memorial offers reduced rate parking to
local churches for weddings and other social events.
Patrons displaying the ceremonial programs upon exiting the parking facility are charged a $6 rate. Other
forms of validation may be arranged with advance
notice to the parking facility office attendant.
For more information and to purchase stickers
for any of these programs, please contact Wayne
Graham at 773-880-4286.

www.depaul.edu/community (contains construction
updates, describes DePaul resources open to the
community, identifies DePaul community committees, and provides information about the Lincoln
Park Community Research Initiative)

www.chicago43rd.org (information about the 43rd
Ward, city stickers, residential parking permits,
street cleaning schedule, other ward services, and
events)

www.cityofchicago.org (information about city
departments, city services, licenses, special events,
zoning, press releases, and more)

www.lincolnparkchamber.com (contains maps,
demographic information, residents’ guide, tourist
information, and events)

DePaul University
Neighborhood Parking Program*

D

ePaul University invites its residential neighbors to participate in the Neighborhood
Parking Program, which makes evening and
weekend parking permits available—free of
charge—to eligible residents.
Eligibility
Residents must reside within these boundaries: Altgeld
on the north; Armitage on the south; Halsted on the
east; and Wayne on the west. Proof of area residency
is required at the time of registration. Participation is
limited to one permit per household.
A DePaul parking hang tag is required to park in all
DePaul facilities. A DePaul access card is required for
entrance to the Clifton garage. A parking permit does not
guarantee an available space in the parking facilities.

www.armitageshopping.com (Armitage Avenue
Merchants list shops and hours, events, and
directions)
www.senatorcullerton.com (lists current and past
legislation sponsored by State Senator John Cullerton,
community events, and links to other resources)
www.fritchey.com (new version of State
Representative John Fritchey’s website; provides
his position on issues, information about the
legislative process, and news stories about his
efforts in Springfield and locally; also available is
his new blog, www.johnfritchey.blogspot.com.)
www.transitchicago.com (CTA information; also
click on Construction & Renovation Updates
then Brown Line Capacity Expansion Project
to access information regarding the Brown
Line Renovation relating to the Armitage and
Fullerton stops)

Term of Parking Permit
September 1, 2007 through August 31, 2008.

www.sheffieldneighborhood.org (includes PDF
version of most recent issue of SNN)

Available Parking Times
Monday through Friday— 4 pm to 8 am*
Saturday and Sunday—Available all day
* Subject to change if necessary

*www.cityofchicago.org/landmarks (includes
list of permit approvals from the Commission on
Chicago Landmarks)

Registration
Area resident parking permits are available at the
DePaul University Parking Services office, 2320 N.
Kenmore, room 177, Monday through Friday, 8:30 am
to 4:30 pm. Applications are available at the Parking
Services office or on-line at http://cgia.depaul.edu/city/
lpcParkingProgram.asp. You can type your data on the
form, print it, sign it and return it to Parking Services
with the proper identification.
Please note: If you already have an access card please
bring it with you when you register or include the card
number on the application, so that we can program
the card to give access for the new academic year.
Special extended hours—The Parking Services office
will be open from 8:30 am to 6:30 pm on the following days: Wednesday, Sept. 5; Thursday, Sept. 6;
Monday, Sept. 10; and Tuesday, Sept. 11.
Note: Parking permit applications can be mailed
to the Parking Services Office. Mail the completed
application and a photocopy of two IDs with current
address (e.g. driver’s license, state of Illinois ID, etc.),
or a photocopy of one ID and one proof of residency
such as a utility bill with your current address.
Enforcement
Proper registration and available parking hours will
be enforced. New registration tags are required by
September 13, 2007.
Other parking rules and regulations apply.
(“2007/08 Regulations for Area Residents.”)
For additional information, contact the DePaul University Parking Services office at 773-325-7275.
*The Neighborhood Parking Program was developed with the
cooperation of the Transportation Committee, a communityuniversity advisory committee coordinated by DePaul’s
Community, Government and International Affairs office.

Email Distribution Lists:
SNA: Association members receive notices regarding
community events, safety alerts, neighborhood meetings, and volunteer opportunities. If you are a member
but have yet to provide your email address, please
send it directly to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
If you are not officially a member, please consider
becoming one to take advantage of the notices. Membership forms are available in this newsletter or can be
requested via the SNA email address.
DePaul University
DePaul sends notices via electronic mail with information on athletic events, lectures, library exhibits, and
performances at the theater and music schools. Neighbors interested in receiving information from DePaul in
this manner should send their e-mail addresses to cgr@
depaul.edu.
43rd Ward News
Alderman Vi Daley and the 43rd Ward office offer a
service that provides news via email. In addition to
general topics of interest to 43rd Ward neighbors, the
service will provide news on specific topics chosen by
the recipient, including the following options:
• Art - Art in the 43rd Ward
• Clark - the Clark Street Streetscape
• Inn - The renovation of the Diversey Inn
•     Columbus - Renovation of Columbus Hospital
• CTA - Renovation of the Brown Line and other
CTA issues
• Dogs - Our best friends
• Parks
• Landmarks
• Schools
• Retail
• Bikes
• Assoc - Neighborhood Associations
• Infrastructure
• CAPS - Chicago's Alternative
Policing Strategy
To subscribe, visit www.chicago43rd.org.
32nd Ward News
To receive updates about the 32nd Ward, send your
email address to 32ndward@gmail.com.
lincolnparkconnect.com
To receive updates about upcoming events in
Lincoln Park, send an email to Ken Labok, klabok@
lincolnparkconnect.com.
*City of Chicago Special Events
To receive updates about city events, visit www.cityofchicago.org/specialevents and click on “Sign Up For
Our Email Newsletter.”

Sheffield Neighborhood News

November / December 2007

SNA Business Members

Please support the following SNA Business Members:
2 point perspective, inc.

2120

N. Bissell

AAA Chicago

2121

N. Clybourn

All She Wrote

825

W. Armitage

934

W. Armitage

Art Effect
Bank Financial
Beaumont Bar & Grill

2424

N. Clark

2020

N. Halsted

Beverly Hammel, Inc.

1216

W. Webster

Café Bernard

2100

N. Halsted

Children’s Memorial Hospital

2300

Children’s Plaza

Christine’s Concepts in Design
Citibank

807
2001

W. Dickens
N. Halsted

Citizens Bed & Breakfast for Dogs

2274

N. Clybourn

Cold Stone Creamery

2187

N. Clybourn

Cotelac

1159

W. Webster

DePaul Library

2350

N. Kenmore

DePaul University
Dog-a-holics

1

E. Jackson

904

W. Armitage

2070
1010

N. Clybourn

900

W. Armitage

Furla Lincoln Park

1211

W. Webster

General Iron Industries, Inc.

1909

N. Clifton

Gits Graphics

2146

N. Magnolia

Glascott & Associates

2156

N. Halsted

Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop
St Vincent DePaul Church
Fifth Third Bank

Greater Little Rock Church

834

W. Webster

W. Armitage

Hellman Frame Shop

2152

HomeMade Pizza Co

850

W. Armitage

ICM Properties

1438

W. Belmont

K. Paige Salon

956

W. Webster

Kelly’s Pub

949

W. Webster

Kiehls Since 1851

907

W. Armitage

Kimball Legal Consulting

854

W. Webster

Kincade’s

950

W. Armitage

Lori’s Designer Shoes

N. Bissell

824

W. Armitage

Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce

1925

N. Clybourn

McDonald’s

2400
950

N. Lincoln

McGee’s
Metzler/Hull Development Co.

1103

W. Webster

Milito Auto Repair

1106

W. Fullerton

Milito Car Wash

1106

W. Fullerton

Milito Mobil

1106

W. Fullerton

Multiple Choices, Inc

840

W. Armitage

My Corner Playroom

2121

N. Clybourn

National City Bank

921

W. Armitage

National City Bank

1640

W. Fullerton

Sai Café, Inc.

2010

N. Sheffield

Sam’s Wine & Liquors, Inc.

1720

N. Marcey

Secretary of State Jesse White

W. Hill #714

Sir Speedy

1711

N. Clybourn

St. James Lutheran Church

2101

N. Fremont

St. Josaphat Church

2311

N. Southport

St. Vincent’s Church

1010

W. Webster

State Restaurant

935
2154

W. Webster

Stella Lily Studio One
Sweet Mandy B’s
Tarantino’s
The Second Child

1208
1112
954

W. Webster
W. Armitage
W. Armitage

The Sullivan Firm, Ltd.

1800

N. Hudson

Tilli’s Restaurant

1952

N. Halsted

Treasure Island Foods, Inc.

N. Clybourn

Victory Gardens Theater

2121
2257

Wallace Realty

1700

N. Ashland

957

W. Webster

1480

W. Webster

Webster’s Wine Bar

		

Neighborhood business spotlight

T

he spark that ignited the Old Town School of
Folk Music began in an Oak Park living room
in 1957 where a few students gathered to play
and learn from skilled musicians. At its core is
a style of teaching and learning as old as music itself. It
comes down to a person in a room watching another
person make sounds, noting the way fingers move across
strings, feeling the air vibrate, mimicking a foot keeping
time against a floorboard, and soon joining in. Teachers,
students and the music they share combine in a special
alchemy to produce inspiration, insight, skill—and something more: community.
Nearly 50 years later, the Old Town School community continues to grow. After a 1998 expansion, student
and audience participation doubled to over 100,000
people served per year. Annual revenue has tripled.
Youth outreach programs, student financial aid, and
community events also continue to grow through strong
financial support from a diverse pool of individual
members, foundations, corporations, and government
agencies. The School has grown with its vibrant neighborhood to become a significant local economic engine
and one of the largest employers of teaching artists in
the city.
The Old Town School of Folk Music is the nation’s
largest independent community arts school in terms of
number of participants, scope of arts programming, and
size of annual budget according to the National Guild
of Community Schools of the Arts. The Old Town School
of Folk Music currently serves over 100,000 people per
year through its extensive education and performance
programs.
Despite its size and presence, the intensely social,

intimate and uncomplicated atmosphere of the Old Town
School is as accessible and important as it was 50 years
ago. Every week, a few at a time, students and teaching
artists gather to study and share their passions for music
and the arts together, face-to-face.
The Old Town School of Folk Music offers 300
courses in guitar and stringed instruments, reeds and
wind, percussion, voice, theory and composition, dance
and movement, children’s music and art, and musical
theater. The School’s acclaimed Wiggleworms® music
program recently celebrated its 20th year, bringing the
joy of music to the families of 2,000 infants and toddlers every week. Financial aid is made widely available to connect students in need to the School’s talented faculty.
Community programs like the Chicago Folk & Roots
Festival and Wednesday Night Concerts make music accessible to all with these free and reduced priced events.
Educational programs serve a broad range of participants
through the School’s Lincoln Square and Lincoln Park
facilities, three suburban satellites, and 20 outreach partnership locations.
The Old Town School also holds one of the finest
concert venues in Chicago and stages a wide array of music and dance performances, field trips for school groups,
student recitals, and open mic nights.
Old Town School education programs are nationally
accredited by the Council of Arts Accrediting Associations
(CAAA). The Old Town School is one of only 12 community arts schools in the nation with accredited status
and the only one dedicated to teaching traditional and
popular art forms from around the world.
Contributed by the Old Town School of Folk Music.

N. Lincoln

2 point perspective, inc. at 2120 N. Bissell,
Elizabeth and Rik Duryea, David Prindable
and Chad Schroedl.
If you are not now a member, we urge you to
join. Membership dues are: $20 Family, $15 Individual, $5 Senior, $45 Business. Please complete
the enclosed form and mail it with your check to the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you have not received
your membership window decal and would like to
display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com. In addition, if you
have not paid your membership dues, SNA would
appreciate your payment.



SHEFFIELD’S BUSINESSES

N. Bissell

Join
SNA today!
NA welcomes the following new members:

S

		

W. Webster

300

Webster Fitness Club

		

How can I....

		

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check for $_____
$20
Family membership		
$15
Individual membership

$5
$45

Senior membership
Business membership

Name:
Address:
Phone:						

E-mail:

Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614.
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KIDS’ KORNER

Discovering the hidden treasures
BY DANIELLE DEUTSCH

I

n the September/October SNN, we reviewed the
more familiar play places in our Sheffield neighborhood. In this issue, we focus on the local gems
of our neighborhood. There are so many hidden
treasures in and around the Lincoln Park area:
Child’s Play - A unique opportunity for children
with the knack to perform. This is a full-circle, hands-on
class for children who enjoy theatre. The touring theatre
company offers children summer and drama camps
in Chicago and throughout the United States, including workshops in writing, drama and story adaptation.
2518 W. Armitage. Phone: 773-235-8911. Website:
www.cptt.org.
Fantasy Kingdom - An open play area for parents/
guardians and children 6 months to 6 years old. Features a castle, slides, dress-up and separate play section
for younger children. You can rent the space for private
or semi-private birthday and holiday parties. Several
membership packages and pricing are available. Visit
the website for extras such as story-time and music. Tip:
Bring socks. 1422 N. Kingsbury. Phone: 312-642-5437.
Website: www.fantasykingdom.org.
Glazed Expressions - Art decorating on pottery.
Kids’ parties, animal stuffing parties, kids’ camp, adult
fun. 717 W. Armitage (and other locations in Lakeview and the suburbs). Phone: 312-867-1792. Website:
www.myglazedexpressions.com.
Kiddy Cuisine - Cooking classes at the destination
of your choice or any Whole Foods location. Ethnic
foods, fun camps and cooking/baking themed birthday
parties. Try a tea party with mini heart-shaped tea sandwiches and strawberry milkshakes. Ages 0-12. Phone:
312-405-8212. Website: www.kiddycuisine.com.
Pied Piper - Features: Creative, themed birthday
parties with organized activities. Cooking classes and
play classes. Playschool (play classes) for 12 months
to 3 years. Includes art time, circle games, a story

and healthy snack. Cooking school 2 years-plus. Family events. The newest addition: carryout dinner for the
whole family. 2864 N. Lincoln. Phone: 773-472-8888.
Website: www.piedpiperparties.com.
S.P.A.C.E. Alphonsus Academy & Center for the Arts
- Unique music and specialized dance classes starting
at 3 years to adult. Try Suzuki instruction in a variety of
instruments, or a jazz program. Hot adult classes: salsa,
hip-hop, break dance and much more! 1439 W. Wellington, 3rd floor, Phone: 773-880-1701.
Spark Your Art - Call or visit the website for more
information. 1450 W. Webster. Phone: 773-330-1322.
Art classes for children, teens and adults. Website: www.
sparkyourart.com.
Danielle Deutsch is a Sheffield resident.

Funds requested
for Engine 22
restoration project

T

he Engine 22 Restoration Project requests
community support for the restoration of the
company quarters at 605 W. Armitage and to
improve the living and working conditions of
the firefighters and paramedics there. The kitchen and
living facilities of the house have not been upgraded
since the house was built in 1971.
The non-profit project is working with 43rd Ward
Alderman Vi Daley to upgrade the facility. Alderman
Daley has secured state funds to cover some of the
major costs. SNA is donating $500. Donations are
needed for appliances, tables, chairs, pots and pans,
and the like.
Donations can be made at Chase Bank at 935 W.
Armitage. Checks should be made out to “Engine 22
Restoration Project.” Or contact Joy Arager at 312640-0169 or joy.arager@cs-americas.com for donation
information and participation.

Sheffield neighborhood* real estate transactions
BY PAULA ARNETT

A

s the number of real estate transactions declines, market times increase. The accompanying chart shows the number of properties
under contract, closed and average market
times for 2006 and 2007. For the nine-month period,
average market times have increased significantly
for single family, condo and vacant land properties.
However, for multi-unit properties, average market is
consistent with last year and the number of closed and
under-contract has increased dramatically.
FYI
A property that sold for $950,000 in April 2007 in the
2000 block of Seminary has new construction.
My 9th Annual 2005-2006 Sheffield Neighborhood
Real Estate Market Report is compiled and about to
be published. It contains charts, dollar volumes and
statistics of real estate sales in the neighborhood, as
well as the Street-by-Street analysis showing what sold
on your block, when and at what price. If you have not
received last year’s report and would like a copy, please
contact me at 773-294-1822 or parnett@rubloff.com.
Paula Arnett, GRI, CRS, ABR, who has provided quality
single-agency real estate representation for more than
20 years, is a Broker Associate with Rubloff Residential
Properties, 2663 N. Halsted, Chicago, IL 60614, and is

a member of the SNA Board of Directors.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.
Sheffield Neighborhood* Real Estate Transactions**
Jan 1-Mar
31

Single
Family
Condo
Multi Unit
Vacant
Land
Total

Under
Contract
2007

Closed
2006

17

15

7

11

267

163

48
5
0

46
4
1

27
2
0

28
2
1

141
231
0

108
135
64

70

66

36

42

2007 2006

Avg Mkt
Time
2007 2006

Jan 1-June
30

Single
Family
Condo
Multi Unit
Vacant
Land
Total

Under
Contract
2007

Closed
2006

25

28

22

21

193

183

99
8
2

106
5
2

78
4
0

89
5
2

119
186
0

105
172
57

134

141

104

117

2007 2006

Avg Mkt
Time
2007 2006

Jan 1-Sept
30

Single
Family
Condo
Multi Unit
Vacant
Land
Total

Under
Contract
2007

Closed
2006

40

36

35

36

210

166

141
12
2

161
7
2

128
9
2

143
5
2

192
173
140

105
172
57

195

206

174

186

2007 2006

Avg Mkt
Time
2007 2006

**Data compiled from MLSNI (Multiple Listing Service of Northern Illinois).

Christmas at DePaul

December 14, 7 pm and 9 pm
St. Vincent’s Church, 1010 W. Webster
The concert will be free and open to the community, but
reservations are necessary because there is limited space in
the church. Concertgoers should bring a donation for the
St. Vincent DePaul Outreach programs. For tickets or other
information, please visit http://secretary.depaul.edu or call
312-362-8458.

