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Looking back on a memorable 2007 for Sheffield
BY JOHN J. LAG
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007 was a very productive year for the Sheffield
Neighborhood Association. We held many
events, beginning with our Annual Meeting in
February, at which we held a public meeting
and elected new Officers and Directors for the year. At
the meeting, we awarded our annual Educator’s Awards
of Excellence to teachers Kristina Kostopoulos of Lincoln Park High School, Jennifer Kowieski of St. Josaphat
School, and Lisa Farrel of St. James School. Additionally, it was my honor to award our annual Sheffield Star
Awards to Ron Lenzi, Fran Casey and A. Finkl & Sons
Co. for their many long-time, significant contributions
to the community at large.
During the election cycle of early 2007 we jointly
conducted a Candidate’s Forum for the aldermanic candidates in the 32nd and 43rd Wards, along with Ranch
Triangle Association and Wrightwood Neighbors. This
provided a forum for the community to ask relevant
questions of all the candidates in an intimate setting.
Our annual Patrons’ Party, held in honor of the sponsors and financial patrons of the Garden Walk, was at
the Cooking Light magazine showcase house on Belden
and Magnolia and was not only a great opportunity
for neighbors to socialize but allowed for a tour of the
newly constructed green technology building featuring
many new and innovative techniques.
The President’s Party prior to the Garden Walk,
at De Paul University’s library entrance garden, was
as always a wonderful social event with great food
and friendly atmosphere and was a great kick-off for
our showcase event. SNA-sponsored and produced
concerts at Trebes Park were again well attended and
appreciated by all. The park, which was previously renovated with funds raised by our association, and money
donated by a deceased former school teacher, Dorothy
Melamerson, is a Ravinia-like setting with the added
bonus of the playground and ball field to occupy the
younger members of our community, while the lawn
provides space for dining and listening to the concerts.
One of my favorite neighborhood events is our
annual Spaghetti Dinner in October at DePaul’s Cortelyou Commons building. While the food was, as

always, excellent, the entertainment provided by the St.
James Jams and the magnificence of the building itself are
worth the price of admission. The childrens’ activities are
something that many residents remember taking part in
years ago.
The 39th Annual Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival
was a wonderful two-day celebration showcasing our
great historic neighborhood. With over 100 gardens that
are open to the public through the generosity of residents,
businesses and institutions, we had a neighborhood welcome mat out for those that attended. The gardens are
truly the heart and soul of the annual festival and bring
crowds of appreciative people throughout our entire area.
The architectural tours and Kids’ Corner are likewise
major components of our Festival and were again outstanding. The concerts we sponsor at Little Sisters of the
Poor are appreciated by the residents and are always fun
to see. The weather was perfect for both days allowing
us to achieve record attendance, income and profit. The
challenge in the future is to minimize the neighborhood
nuisance and inconveniences generally incurred by the
private parties that have become increasingly numerous. We must not lose focus on the roots of our festival
— neighborhood pride, gardens, kids’ corner, architectural tours — and remain a neighborhood festival with a
local emphasis, including local restaurants, businesses
and entertainment.
SNA Board members, through our Committees, have
again been active in 2007. We are members of the DePaul University Neighborhood Advisory Committee and
have entered into an extension of the prior Community
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Continued on page 9

Please join us for the
SHEFFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
2008 ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, February 11, 2008
6 pm SNA Board meeting / 7 pm formal meeting
St. James Lutheran Church, Fremont and Dickens
SNA will present Educator Awards to outstanding local teachers and Sheffield Star Awards for service to the community. In addition, we will review the state of Sheffield in 2007 and elect new officers and directors for 2008.
Nominees:
President, Laurence Lewis
First Vice President, Judith Lauth Casey
Second Vice President, Dan Hermann
Treasurer, Art Margulis
Assistant Treasurer, Hamish Forrest
Secretary, Stephanie Linebaugh

Join SNA for DePaul basketball!

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association will
again sponsor a Neighbor Day at the DePaul
Lady Blue Demons basketball game on Sunday, February 10, 2008, at 3:30 pm.
The game against Louisville will be telecast on
ESPN2 and will be a Cancer Awareness Day event.
We will provide complimentary tickets to the game,
which can be picked up at Kelly’s Pub, Webster
and Sheffield, beginning at 2:30 pm on game day.
Our former location, Tomato Head, is no longer in
business, but we will attempt to provide pizza and
refreshments at Kelly’s Pub. Please contact us via
e-mail at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.
com to reserve your tickets.

Agreements with the University, allowing for our input
in any future DePaul building plans. Additionally, the
transportation sub-committee has been instrumental in
advising on permit, meter and garage parking issues affecting the area. We have a good working and longtime
relation with the university, which has allowed for many
significant improvements in its expansion throughout
the years.
We are members of the Children’s Memorial Hospital Community Relations Committee and periodically
meet with them to review their impact on the community. The current year’s focus has been on their planned
move to a new facility in Streeterville. The new hospital
won’t be complete for a few years and they intend to
keep and run many of their current buildings in our
general neighborhood. They have been good neighbors
and have been forthright in all of their dealings with the
community.
During 2007, we met with the Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce at community forums to inform it of
our activities and to discuss issues that affect local businesses in Lincoln Park. Additionally, we participated in
its Pizza Fest this past summer and provided a Sheffield
information booth.
Our Beautification Committee maintains the many
planters in our neighborhood, including the plantings and watering. They also provide plantings and
maintenance at Trebes Park and recently cleaned up
and planted spring bulbs at Clover playlot with the 8th
grade class at St. Josaphat School. Their efforts have

Directors for terms expiring 2011:
Polly Kelly
Paula Arnett
Jeanne P. Gray
Phillip A. Piazza
Fifth director to fill expiring position of Dan Hermann, who has been nominated for second vice president, to be
announced.
For more information, please contact SNA at 773-929-9255 or sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.
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COMMUNITY SAFETY

Crime has residents on edge
BY BOB BUCHSBAUM

V

iolent, armed robberies occurring in early
evening hours are causing some citizens of the
Sheffield neighborhood to become very concerned. Since October, the usually quiet 2000
and 2100 blocks of Seminary Avenue have had four such
incidents alone.
1. A woman was robbed at gunpoint on Dickens
near the alley that separates Seminary from Clifton on October 1. The victim required medical
attention. The assailants have been apprehended.
2. A woman was attacked and robbed at knife point
on the front porch of her building on the 2000
block of Seminary at 5 pm on Tuesday, November 6. The victim required surgery on her slashed
hand. The assailant fled in an automobile.
3. A Michigan woman and her teenage daughter
were robbed at gun point and pistol whipped by
two assailants on the 2000 block of Seminary,
just past Tarantino’s Restaurant at 9 pm, Friday,
November 30. One of the victims required
stitches on the face. The police believe that they
have apprehended the perpetrators.
4. A woman was robbed on the 2100 block of
Seminary using what may have been a toy gun by
an assailant at 8 pm, Saturday, December 8.
Similar incidents have occurred on the 2000 block
of Sheffield as well as near Trebes Park on Webster and at
Fremont and Webster.
Summary statistics available from the police department’s on-line CLEARmap system indicate an increase of
crime in Sheffield as well as neighboring areas. Residents
and police alike speculate that the increase is related to
the economy, the holiday season or a reduction in the
number of Tactical Units being deployed by Chicago Police Department. Whatever the cause, the violent nature
of the robberies clearly has residents on edge.
The Chicago Police Department’s 18th District whose
beats cover Sheffield Neighborhood is not on the sidelines. Several arrests have been made in recent weeks
including suspects involved in the recent attacks. Commander Steve Georgas of the 18th District has increased

police presence significantly in Sheffield.
At a December Safety Seminar hosted by 43rd Ward
Alderman Vi Daley along with the 18th District, Community Officer Cynthia Schumann, District Captain Angorone and Officer Toner offered a number of valuable
tips to the group that served both to protect the 50 or
more attendees and to assist the police in apprehending
suspects:
1. Notify the police through 911 if you observe
ANYTHING you deem to be suspicious or
unusual activity – “trust your gut – if something
looks wrong it probably is.” Try to be as specific as possible with descriptions, identifying
facial features, size and height characteristics.
2. Use care and be observant, especially after
dark. Walk fast, even in the street. Avoid alleys if at all possible. Do not appear distracted
(e.g., avoid cell phone use). Again, trust your
gut.
3. Come to CAPS meetings for updates on neighborhood security. Beat 1811 and 1813 meetings are held at 7 pm on the third Wednesday
of every month at St. Michael’s Church, 1711
N. Cleveland.
Citizens can review information of criminal activity on-line at www.gis.chicagopolice.org. At this
site, you can review the crimes that are in the police
department’s CLEARmap database. The site allows users to see a detailed report of criminal activity for any
two week period by distance from a point, police beat,
ward or police district. There are also summary reports
that show trends in crimes over a longer time period.
SNA Note: 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack
is scheduling a community meeting regarding crime
issues. Look for further details on the SNA website and
in an email distribution.
Bob Buchsbaum is a resident of Seminary Avenue.
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Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
Sheffield Neighborhood Association
President		
John Lag
First Vice-President
Judith Lauth Casey
Second Vice-President
Laurence Lewis
Secretary		
Stephanie Linebaugh
Treasurer
Hamish Forrest
Assistant Treasurer
Art Margulis
Past President		
Don Higgins
Board of Directors: Paula Arnett, Bob Birkmeyer, Tim
Glascott, Jeanne Gray, Kent Griffiths, Patty Hayes, Dan
Hermann, Polly Kelly, Cristina Lucado, Jeffrey Markowitz,
Phil Piazza, Christine Struminski, Scott Swanson, Marena
Swenson. Ted Wrobleski. Committee Chairs: Communications, Christine Struminski and Jeffrey Markowitz; Community Safety, Tim Glascott; Events, Jeanne Gray; Historic
Resources, Polly Kelly; Membership, Paula Arnett; Neighborhood Relations: Patty Hayes; Parks & Beautification,
Laurence Lewis; Planning, Ted Wrobleski; Schools, Marena
Swenson and Jeanne Gray; Garden Walk, Laurence Lewis
and Richard Ashbeck.
Staff of Sheffield Neighborhood News
Communications Co-Chair Christine Struminski, 868-0414
Editor		
Jay Becker, 481-1147
Items to be considered for the Sheffield Neighborhood
News should be sent to: Jay Becker, Editor, SNA, 2233 N.
Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. Copy deadlines are the first
Tuesdays in February, April, June, August, October, and
December for the following month’s issues; advertising
deadlines are the 10th of February, April, June, August,
October, and December for the following month’s issues.
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Join your neighbors at St. Josaphat’s
Seventh Annual Unity Ball
BY JULIE AND JOHN DREIXLER

S

t. Josaphat Parish will host its seventh annual
Unity Ball on Saturday, February 9, 2008, at the
Westin Hotel, River North. Proceeds from the
Ball will benefit parish programs and improve-

ments.
This year’s theme is Walk the Red Carpet – Getting
our Glamour On, for a social evening inspired by the
Oscars and to be held in legendary Hollywood style
and fanfare. Main activities for the evening include
a red carpet reception, dinner, dancing and live and
silent auctions, beginning with cocktails at 6 p.m. The
event will be a spectacular evening!
Auctions are a hallmark of Unity Ball. During the
Live Auction, experience the energy of the auctioneer
and the excitement of bidding process where your bidding savvy and determination secure a wide array of
amazing items and packages of your choice. Many of
the auction donors are individuals and businesses right
here in the Sheffield neighborhood!
Some highlights for this year’s auction include,
“Strictly Ballroom” - Twinkle your toes in tinsel town
with Four VIP Tickets to ABC’s 2008 Dancing with the
Stars Live Results show; “Moon Over Parador” - Woo
your wife or wow your friends with a weekend getaway
to Palm Beach complete with golf, deep-sea fishing and
fabulous Ritz-Carlton ocean view accommodations;
and “National Lampoon’s Vacation” - Wally World is

Primaries set for Feb. 5
BY TED WROBLESKI

T

he Illinois primary election will be held on
February 5, 2008. In addition to the wellpublicized presidential primary, there will be
primary elections for a number of positions for
both the Democratic and Republican parties. (In addition, there will be a slate for the Green Party.)
In Sheffield, if you live north of Webster, you are in
the 5th Congressional District, where incumbent Democrat Rahm Emanuel is running unopposed. There is no
candidate in the Republican primary. The area south of
Webster is in the 7th Congressional District, where incumbent Danny Davis has an opponent, Robert Dallas.
Again, there is no candidate in the Republican primary.
As for the State Senate, the area north of Dickens
is in the 6th District, where incumbent Democrat John
Cullerton runs unopposed. South of Dickens, Sheffield is in the 5th District, where incumbent Democrat
Rickey R. Hendon has two opponents, Jonathan Singh
Bedi and Amy Sue Mertens. There are no Republican candidates for these districts.
As for State Representatives, the area north of
Dickens is in the 11th District, where Democrat John
A. Fritchey is unopposed.  South of Dickens in the 10th
District, incumbent Democrat Annazette R. Collins is
opposed by Eddie Winters. Again, there are no Republicans on the ballot for these districts.
There is also an election for ward committeeman
for each party. In the 43rd Ward Democratic Party race,
the candidates are Charles E. Eastwood, the chief of
staff for Alderman Vi Daley, and Tim Egan and Michele
Smith, who were both unsuccessful candidates in the
43rd Ward Aldermanic election last year. In the 43rd
Ward Republican Party race, the candidates are Douglas E. Glick and Kenneth K. Bellaire.
In the 32nd Ward committeeman’s race, State
Representative John Fritchey is alone on the ballot.
Roger Romanelli submitted petitions for the race but
was ruled off the ballot.  Unless a court rules otherwise
before the election, he will not appear on the ballot. As
to the Republicans in the 32nd Ward, two candidates
are on the ballot, John J. Curry and Stephen F. Boulton.
There is also a primary election for judge in the 8th
Judicial Subcircuit with seven candidates on the ballot
in the Democratic primary.
This information comes from the official list of
candidates on the Chicago Board of Elections website,
www.chicagoelections.com. You can also find the
location of the polling place for your precinct and other
information regarding the race.
Ted Wrobleski is SNA Planning Chair.

closed again, but Disney World should suffice! Enjoy a
long weekend of family-filled fun in Orlando.
The centerpiece of the evening will be the presentation of the St. Josaphat Unity Award. The award was
created to honor individuals whose work reflects the
spirit of St. Josaphat, the patron saint of unity, through
commitment and dedication to Christian unity and the
community at large.
This year’s winner is Maria Elena Jonas, Director
of the Immigrant Aid Center at Holy Family Parish in
Waukegan. Degreed in Human Resource Management,
Public Health and Community Development, Maria
has over 20 years of service to immigrant families. Mrs.
Jonas’ extensive ministries, from training programs to
citizenship classes to legal aid and more, have not only
helped keep families together, but have also helped them
build a better future. Her example serves as a model for
Chicago-area parishes.
Previous recipients of the St. Josaphat Unity Award
include our neighbors on Belden and Lakewood in Lincoln Park, the Little Sisters of the Poor, Deacon Tom and
Rita Lambert of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Father Bruce
Wellems, pastor of Holy Cross/Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Chicago’s Back of the Yards community, Mrs.
Patty Crowley and Sister Patricia Crowley, O.S.B., Executive Director, Deborah’s Place; and Mrs. Maureen Shields,
Founder, The Courage Program.
Tickets for St. Josaphat’s Unity Ball 2008 may be purchased on-line at www.stjosaphatparish.org or by calling
the rectory at 773-327-8955. Last year, over 300 people
attended this festive evening.
If you are interested in other ways to contribute,
please consider donating items/services for the live and
silent auctions or placing an advertisement in the event
program. Donation and advertising forms are available at
www.stjosaphatparish.org or you may call the rectory at
773-327-8955 for assistance. Thank you for your support
of this worthy cause.
Julie and John Dreixler are Event Co-Chairs for the St.
Josaphat Unity Ball.
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2007 — The year in review

ALDERMANIC FORUM — The SNA, with the League
of Women Voters, Ranch Triangle Association and
Wrightwood Neighbors, co-sponsored two forums
for the candidates in the 43rd Ward and 32nd Ward
aldermanic races. The first forum was at DePaul’s
Cortelyou Commons, the second at St. Paul’s Church.
These well-attended forums gave residents a chance to
hear the candidates, who were presented with a series
of questions from the audience. The election took
place in February with a runoff in each ward in April,
resulting in the election of incumbent Vi Daley in the
43rd Ward and challenger Scott Waguespack defeating
incumbent Ted Matlak in the 32nd Ward.

Kudos to you,
Sheffield
neighbors!
ndy Warhol once said that everyone will

A

W

hen all was said and done, Sheffield Garden Walk 2007 was the
best edition ever. We raised the
most money ever for the Sheffield
Neighborhood Association. The Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival is the SNA’s one and only
fundraiser of the entire year. It allows the SNA
to choose and fund projects within the neighborhood to benefit the local schools, teachers and
students, the Sheffield Neighborhood News and
beautification efforts such as the flower baskets
and Sheffield Garden District banners on the
light poles.
We don’t publish actual results of the Garden Walk for competitive business reasons. Last
year, our bands, including Cowboy Mouth and
Poi Dog Pondering, helped to attract over 20,000
people to our festival area that grows more
friendly every year with increased shade from the
growing trees. Thirteen percent of our visitors this
year were from out of state.
The gardens themselves continue to attract
more people every year, we estimate this year’s
garden attendance at 10,000. We have also intentionally excluded the typical “street vendors”
so that our guests can concentrate on meeting
each other and not be distracted by cell phone,
cable and insurance booths. We are concentrating on attracting more sponsorship cash commitments as the years go on so that we can help
cover our fixed expenses in the event of inclement weather.
The 2008 Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival
will be held July 19-20, so mark your calendars
today. Laury Lewis and Richard Ashbeck are the
new leaders for our 40th Anniversary Edition,
so please help them accomplish their goals for
Sheffield.
-- Kent Griffiths, Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival Chairman, 1993-1998 and 2004-2007
Photo for SNN by John Lag

have 15 minutes of fame. There are loads
of people who live in the Sheffield neighborhood who do and have done great
things, enriching our neighborhood just by their presence. For 2007, here are a few milestones that were
achieved:
• Scott Swanson, of Fremont, long-time SNA
Board member and Garden Walk manager,
took the helm of Charter One Bank of Illinois
as President and CEO.
• Danielle Deutsch was published in the
Sheffield Neighborhood News featuring the
series “Kids Korner” which provided suggestions on children’s activities available in and
near Sheffield.
• Rissa Welcker, of Seminary, recently started a
new job as Marketing Sales Market Director
with PricewaterhouseCoopers, marked by a
training event building 44 bikes for the kids
benefited by Omni Youth Services in Buffalo
Grove.
• Juana Ryan, of StellaLily Studio 1 on Bissell,
had three of her photographs acquired by the
new Northwestern Prentice Women’s Hospital for its art collection. One of the photos is
featured in its brochure.
• Lisa and Ron Elkins, of Bissell, opened their
own architecture and furniture design studio, 2 Point Perspective Inc, with a celebration in July. (www.2pointperspective.net)
• Dr. Christine Rosenkrantz, of Webster,
recently opened her own chiropractic and
massage, Windy City Chiropractic and Massage Ltd., offering chiropractic care, massage
therapy, both Thai and traditional massage,
sports medicine, acupuncture and nutrition.
(www.WindyCityChiro.net)
Let’s congratulate this group and wish all of the
people of Sheffield continued success in the year to
come! Great work!

Garden Walk brings the world to Sheffield
Photos for SNN by kardas@kardasphotography.com
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007 was another eventful year for the
Sheffield neighborhood. We’ve tried
to capture some of the highlights in
words and pictures. While we couldn’t
include everything that happened during the
past 12 months, we hope that this feature will
remind you of what an exciting community
we live in.
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SNA Committees report on 2007 events
Communications Committee
The Committee took time to study and summarize the
current status of communication in the organization.
As a result, a publication schedule was developed for
the Sheffield Neighborhood News. In addition, the
SNA website was born. Phase I of the website (www.
sheffieldneighborhood.org) was launched in July in
conjunction with the annual Sheffield Garden Walk
and Festival.
Co-Chairs: Christine Struminski and Jeff Markowitz

Bissell Street is the site of our latest Landmark District.

Planning Committee
The SNA Planning Committee had another interesting year in 2007. While there has been a downturn
in the residential real estate market, resulting in
fewer teardowns and new residential projects, there
were still a number of noteworthy commercial and
residential projects. The Planning Committee has
also reviewed and commented on the proposed new
Backyard Ordinance with regard to minimum requirements for grade-level backyards and regulation struc-

Schools Committee
US News and World Report ranked Lincoln Park High
School 90th in the nation and Newsweek ranked LPHS
as the #1 public high school in the State of Illinois. The
LPHS International Baccalaureate program is in the
top 5 percent of IB programs worldwide. Lincoln Park
High School once again swept the city Science Fair,
winning 25% of the scholarships awarded. In the area
of academics, the 2007 senior class had nineteen semi
finalists in the National Merit Scholarship Program, consisting of students who scored in the top half on the 99th
percentile on the PSAT, which was more than any other
school, public or private, in Chicago.
St. James Lutheran School is the original Lutheran
school in the City of Chicago with a proud Heritage
dating back to 1857. The school is committed to providing a quality, Christian education to children from the
community. This year St. James is celebrating 150 years
of service to the community and its theme is “The Best
is Yet to Come.” The school offers early childhood and
pre-school programs through eighth grade.
St. Josaphat Catholic School was founded in 1885
with a mission to educate the young of the immigrant
Kashube families. Beginning in 1987, there has been a
continuing rebirth in the school with increased enrollment, the addition of music and language programs,
creation of an Outdoor Nature Classroom, institution
of a major computer lab with IBM computers in every
classroom, overnight faculty-supervised retreats for
older students and a continuing increase in standardized test scores.
Oscar Mayer School is discussed on page 6.
Chairs: Jeanne Gray and Marena Swenson

2007 SNA
Annual Meeting

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association held
its annual meeting on February 6, 2007. St.
James Church opened its hall to SNA once
again as it has for the last several years.
Many neighbors attended.
SNA members elected officers and directors
and presented Educator Awards to three outstanding
teachers and the Sheffield Star Award for community
service.
After SNA board members reviewed the association’s activities for 2006, attendees enjoyed refreshments provided by local establishments.

SNA Schools Committee co-chair Marena Swenson
(second from left) with SNA Educator Award recipients
Jennifer Kowieski of St. Josaphat’s School, Lisa Farrell
of St. James School and Kristina Kostopoulos of Lincoln
Park High School.

The Sheffield Star Award went to Ronnie Lenzi, Fran
Casey and A. Finkl & Sons.

Photo by Jim Summaria

of the Sheffield National Historic District.
The SNA is represented on the Armitage-Halsted Landmark District Community Advisory District
which reviews proposed alterations, signage and
new construction within that district which includes
distinctive commercial buildings along Halsted and
Armitage. The committee gives its input to the Chicago Commission on Landmarks and the alderman’s
office with regard to such proposals. It has developed
signage guidelines to help preserve the character of
the district. Each year, the Commission on Landmarks
presents its Preservation Excellence Awards honoring
outstanding projects that involve notable improvements to landmark buildings and districts. In every
year since AHLD’s creation in 2003, at least one project in the district has been so-recognized. In 2007,
the storefront rehabilitation at 1000 W. Armitage by
Polo Ralph Lauren, Timothy Sullivan and Timothy
Morgan Associates for the new Rugby store received a
Preservation Excellence Award.
The committee has also met with CTA representatives and 43rd Ward Alderman Daley to review
progress on the renovation of the Armitage el station.
Because the station is located within the AHLD and
is a building of note in the Sheffield National Historic
District, the CTA has agreed with the Federal Transportation Administration, the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency and the Chicago Landmarks Commission to restore the historic station house and to use
some historic materials for the portions of the station
platform visible from the street. The CTA has also
restored and replaced zinc panels on the building at
939 W. Armitage that were removed when a portion
of that building was demolished in order to widen
the station platform. Further work recognizing the
historic character of this station will become evident
in 2008 as the Brown Line renovation continues.
Chair: Polly Kelly; report by Ted Wrobleski

Events Committee
The 2007 Trebes Park Concert Series was sponsored by
the Chicago Park District and the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association. This summer concert series was presented
on Thursday evenings from 6:30 PM to dusk on June 7,
July 5, and August 2. Neighbors gathered with their picnic baskets and blankets to enjoy the sounds of a talented
group of local performance artists and musicians. On
June 7, Sunnyside Up, a Chicago based acoustic quintet
that performs music from a variety of traditions including
bluegrass, jazz and folk performed. On July 5, children
and their families delighted to the energetic performance
of the Dave Herzog Marionettes. The summer concert
series ended on a perfect August evening to the music of
The Big Band Sound of Deerfield.
Chair: Jeanne Gray



Photos for SNN by John Lag

Historic Resources Committee
2007 saw the designation of the fourth Chicago Landmark District in Sheffield, the Bissell Street District on
the 2100 block of Bissell Street. The 20 buildings that
make up the district were built in 1883. They were
designed by architect Iver C. Zarbell for developer
John T. Davis. The district consists of distinctive three, six- and nine-flat buildings with a symmetrical character that make the block a unique, largely intact example of 19th century Chicago residential architecture
featuring Italianate, Second Empire and Queen Anne
design features. Sheffield also is home to the Fremont
Rowhouse District to the east of the Bissell Street District, the Armitage-Halsted Landmark District and the
McCormick Rowhouse District, as well as being part

tures connecting homes with garages, often referred to
as “breezeways.”
Several years ago, the Planning Committee reviewed plans for a new animal shelter on Clybourn.
That resulted in the 2007 opening of PAWS Chicago’s
new Pippen Fasseas Adoption and Humane Center at
1997 N. Clybourn. Also under construction is a new
retail and Crème de la Crème preschool learning center
on Webster just east of the river on the old Lakin tire
site, which had been reviewed by SNA in 2006. Plans
for a new shopping center at the southwest corner of
Webster and Ashland were reviewed with concern
regarding ingress and egress from this difficult site. (See
the Nov/Dec 2007 SNN)
After a lengthy effort to obtain approval of plans for
renovating the multi-unit building at 855 W. Dickens,
the owner was required by the city to demolish the
entire building when the building became structurally unsound during renovation. The owner has met
with the SNA to discuss possible alternative plans for
this site. As of yet, no definite plan has been proposed
for this site or the adjacent vacant residential building
on Fremont next to the empty lot owned by the same
person.
Similarly, the developer at 1015 W. Webster had
agreed to incorporate the existing façade of the building
into its plans for the redevelopment of this property. The
building had been listed as a significant “Orange rated”
structure in the City’s Historic Structures Survey. When
work began, the developer found that the façade was in
a severely compromised state and could not be saved.
The developer has now agreed to recreate the façade
of the structure using a design similar to the old façade
that will complement the other existing older structures
along this block.
Chair: Ted Wrobleski

		

WORKING WITH DEPAUL — The DePaul Neighborhood Advisory Committee continued to meet and discuss the various issues of concern between DePaul University and its neighbors in the Lincoln Park community.
While DePaul continues to work on its new master plan
for the University, DePaul and the community organizations, including SNA, have agreed to extend their agreement to develop a new Community Agreement once the
plans were ready for review. Meanwhile, DePaul broke
ground on its new Msgr. Andrew J. McGowan Science
Building on June 6 (pictured above). Construction
has proceeded on schedule and the building should be
open soon for classes. The DePaul NAC Transportation
Subcommittee has continued to work on parking and
traffic issues, including residential permit parking issues
particularly near the new Loft Rite building on Fullerton Avenue. Community safety, a top concern for both
DePaul and neighbors, has also been a topic at these
meetings. In addition, the community and DePaul have
both been concerned with the impact of the CTA Brown
Line renovation on public transit this past year.
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2007 was a growing year for Sheffield

his past year was probably the best year for
gardening in Sheffield, as evidenced by the
Garden Walk exhibitors, the Mayor’s Landscaping Awards and the consistently excellent growing conditions.
The 39th Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival again
had more than 100 garden exhibitors, including 30
new exhibitors. The comments from visitors were
flattering and enthusiastic. There were many gardens
that drew overflow viewers. The University of Illinois
Extension Master Gardeners’ specialty tours again
were overflowing with inquiring gardeners looking
to benefit from the Master Gardeners’ insight into
design and plant selection. I would like to give special
thanks to Crissy Lucado for help in organizing the
gardens and to Brian Shea of Voltaire’s Garden for
helping with the garden tours.
The primary beneficiary of some of the Sheffield Garden Walk net proceeds is beautification of
our streets, Trebes Park and Clover Playlot. Through
these efforts, Sheffield has become the “The Garden
District of Chicago”.
The Sheffield neighborhood received two more
awards this year from Mayor Daley’s Landscape
awards program. The entry garden at Trebes Park
(Webster and Clifton) received first place for community landscapes for the second time. The surface
and light pole planters throughout the neighborhood
placed third in community landscapes. This is the
fourth award received for the neighborhood planters.
The beautiful planters in the neighborhood would
not be possible without the maintenance and financial support from Finkl Landscaping and Finkl Manufacturing. The planters never looked better.
Laury Lewis received an award for his residential garden, placing 3rd in Region 3 for single-family

SNAhe Sheffield
donations
Neighborhood Association

T

Sheffield Neighborhood News

SNA President John Lag and Parks and Beautification
Chair Laury Lewis joined St. Josaphat Church’s eighthgrade class to clean up and plant bulbs at Clover
Playlot on October 23. Meanwhile, SNA’s efforts to
beautify Trebes Park (top right) were recognized again
by the City of Chicago, as were the surface and light
pole planters (right) SNA provides with support from
Finkl Landscaping and Finkl Manufacturing.

Spotlight on Oscar Mayer School

O

scar Mayer School is a magnet school with an
emphasis on fine and performing arts. As of
January 2007, the school began a new method
of integrating core curriculum with the arts.
The school has been putting on “Café Nights,” in which
students present a subject matter they have studied, researched and scripted.
An example was “A Night at the Cotton Club,” for
which they studied the history and culture of Harlem in
the 1920’s. Students served as wait staff, doormen, announcers, cast and set designers. Different grades present
a variety of subjects for the Café Nights, which are scheduled monthly through June 2008.
Mayer is also a prospective International Baccalaureate school for grades 6, 7 and 8. This well-rounded educational program meets rigorous standards. The school
has a 3-year grant to begin the process of becoming an
authorized International Baccalaureate school for middle
grades.
For the youngest end of the educational spectrum,
Mayer is the third Chicago Public School to have a certified Montessori program for 3-, 4- and 5-year-olds. This
requires specialized training for teachers, who will use
Montessori teaching materials as well as philosophy.

PIZZA FEST — Community members enjoy great food,
music and a Cornhole (i.e., bean bag toss) Tournament
at the Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce’s 2007 Pizza
Fest.

Photo by Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce

made the following donations to community organizations during the past two years:
2006
St. Josaphat School
St. James School
Mayer Elementary School
Lincoln Park High School
Anixter Center
Vincentian Fathers
Christopher House
Lincoln Park Community Shelter
Infant Welfare Society
St. Vincent DePaul Center
Salvation Army
Little Sisters of the Poor
St. Josaphat Church (for Needy Program)
St. James Church (for Needy Program)
Greater Little Rock Church (for Needy Program)
St. Teresa’s Church (for Needy Program)
Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
Lincoln Park High School –
for Varsity Football Transportation
Abraham Lincoln Elementary School
2007
43rd Ward Senior Bingo Night
Engine 22 Restoration Project
St. Josaphat School
St. James School
Mayer Elementary School
Lincoln Park High School
Anixter Center
Vincentian Fathers
Christopher House
Lincoln Park Community Shelter
St. Vincent DePaul Center
Salvation Army
Little Sisters of the Poor
St. Josaphat Church (for Needy Program)
St. James Church (for Needy Program)
Greater Little Rock Church (for Needy Program)
St. Teresa’s Church (for Needy Program)
Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
Lincoln Park Lakeview Art Initiative
Lincoln Park Cultural Center

homes in the Mayor’s awards program. This is his third
award since 2000.
This year, the 8th grade class at St. Josaphat’s
School completed a class service project by planting
more than 1,000 hardy spring bulbs in Clover Playlot.
Special thanks to Principal Colleen Cannon and the
8th grade teachers. The Clover Playlot will look great
in 2008.
Trebes Park received a grant of $1,350 from the
Parkways Foundation for landscaping improvements
in 2008. With a little bit of luck, we will capture our
third award.
Have a great winter and start reading those seed
and plant catalogs.
— Laury Lewis, SNA Beautification and Parks Chairman

Classrooms will combine 3-, 4- and 5-year-olds, according to the Montessori principles.
These are among the changes that are making Oscar Mayer an increasingly attractive choice for families
in the Sheffield neighborhood. Stay tuned.
—Marena Swenson, co-chair, SNA Schools Committee

Rocking out at
block parties

Block parties are popular events during summer
in Sheffield. Two examples were the 2000 block of
Dayton on June 9 (top) and the 2200-2300 blocks of
Janssen/Greenview/Southport on August 18.
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Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District; and David
Salzman, author of “The Chicago River: An Illustrated
History and Guide to Its Waterways.” The program,
held at Cortelyou Commons, discussed the past,
present and future of the North Branch of the Chicago River and its impact on the economy and life in
Chicago and Lincoln Park in particular.
The Fall Program focused on the development
of theater in Lincoln Park. “All the World’s A Stage:
Theater in Lincoln Park,” featured Richard Christiansen, former Chicago Tribune drama critic; Frank
Galati, Tony Award-winning director and member of
the Steppenwolf Theater; and Dennis Zacek, Artistic
Director of the Tony Award-winning Victory Gardens
Theater.
These three important figures in Chicago theater
reminisced about their experience in Chicago theater
and discussed how nationally recognized theater
developed and flourished right here in Lincoln Park.
This was the seventeenth program by LPCRI since
1999. Plans continue for future programs and activities in 2008 and beyond.
—Ted Wrobleski, Chair, SNA Planning Committee

D

HOMECOMING OF HOPE — On June 30, the Lincoln
Park Community Shelter celebrated the end of its major
renovation project and a return home to its main program site at the Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church, 600 W.
Fullerton. Guests, staff, volunteers, community members and supporters marked the new beginning with an
official ribbon-cutting ceremony and public open house.
The $1.4 million reconstruction of LPCS stemmed from
Chicago’s commitment to end homelessness by providing
a proactive system where people are re-housed rapidly,
and prevention efforts and support services keep people
housed permanently.

SNA Spaghetti Dinner
brings neighbors together

N

eighbors and friends gathered once again
for SNA’s annual Spaghetti Dinner on November 3. DePaul University’s Cortelyou
Commons was the site of the 2007 event,
which featured music and family fun as well as pasta
and beverages.

Ashland-Webster
project
on hold
mithfield Properties has proposed building
90,000 square feet of retail space on a 4-acre
site between Webster, Ashland, Elston and
a Metra line. The site is occupied by Hayes
Mechanical, which plans to relocate to the South
Side. The planned development for the site was
approved in December after significant input from
numerous community groups and corresponding
modifications.
Subsequently, the developer contacted the
Alderman’s office to inform us that it was experiencing difficulties in arranging its financing for the
project. The planned development and corresponding zoning change are currently being held in committee awaiting resolution of the financing situation.
The developer indicated that it hoped to have its
financing lined up sometime in January. [See the November/December 2007 SNN for more information
about the proposal.]
— 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack

Three key Chicago theater figures gathered in November.

RIP Fr. Thomas Munster

ePaul University and the Sheffield neighborhood lost a great friend when Rev. Thomas
Munster died at the Little Sisters of the Poor
residence on December 7.
Fr. Munster was born and grew up in Sheffield.
The son of Irish immigrants, he was born at the former
St. Joseph Hospital in 1922. He graduated in 1935
from St. Vincent’s School, the now defunct grammar
school of the St. Vincent de Paul parish.
After training as a Vincentian priest, he returned
to the neighborhood and was a teacher and administrator at DePaul Academy, the all-boys high school
sponsored by the Vincentians until its closing in 1968.
The high school occupied what is now Byrne Hall on
DePaul’s Lincoln Park campus, 2219 N. Kenmore. He
was principal at the academy from 1957 to 1965.  
In 1965, Fr. Munster moved to the university as
director of high school relations, a new position.
He held a number of positions at DePaul including
vice chancellor. He also was superior at the Vincentian residence where he lived since 1952.
Fr. Munster, being a lifelong Sheffielder, was also
active in community affairs with the Lincoln Park
Conservation Association and the Sheffield Neighborhood Association back in the 1950’s and 60’s when the
neighborhood faced problems of urban blight, gangs
and flight from the area that are very different than
those we see today. When the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association was incorporated as an Illinois not-forprofit corporation in 1959, Fr. Munster was one of the
original incorporators and officers. He later served as
president of the SNA and as a board member of the
LPCA. For many years he was involved in keeping
DePaul University in Lincoln Park and in developing a
strong, stable community in Sheffield.

F

LPCRI’s spring program focused on the Chicago River.
Photo by Julie Emms

he Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative (LPCRI) had another active year in 2007.
Founded in 1998 as part of the celebration of
DePaul University’s Centennial Year, LPCRI
is a partnership of representatives of Lincoln Park
community organizations and the university. Its goal
is to collect, document and preserve the history of the
Lincoln Park community and its shared heritage with
DePaul. In addition to promoting the collection of
archival materials for the Lincoln Park Neighborhood
Collection at the DePaul University library, LPCRI
develops and supports research, publications, exhibits
and educational programs related to the Lincoln Park
community.
Each year, two programs are held. This year the
Spring Program was “Lincoln Park’s Other Shoreline: The Chicago River.” Geoffrey Baer, producer
and program host at WTTW-11, was the moderator.
Panelists were Margaret Frisbie, Executive Director of
the Friends of the Chicago River; Mike Holzer, Director of Economic Development of the LEED Council;
Cathy Hudzik, Assistant to the Mayor for River Initiatives; Richard Lanyon, General Superintendent of the
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Fr. Munster was well known for his support of
neighborhood activities and, in particular, for his
support of the DePaul Blue Demons basketball and
other sports programs. He recalled the De Paul
University football team in the 1930’s and supported Coach Ray Meyer’s basketball teams as well as
the growth of women’s sports at DePaul. For those
who got to know him, it was perhaps Fr. Munster’s
great store of knowledge and his ability to tell a
good story that made him such a great person and
personality. When the Lincoln Park Community
Research Initiative did a number of interviews for
its oral history project, Fr. Munster was interviewed
and provided a great deal of valuable background
and a number of good stories regarding Sheffield
and DePaul from the 1920’s to the 21st century.
The DVD of that interview is available in the DePaul University library archives.
Fr. Munster was 85 years old. He will be
missed dearly by the De Paul and Lincoln Park
communities.
—Ted Wrobleski, Chair, SNA Planning Committee

PAWS opens on Clybourn

ounded in 1997, PAWS Chicago (Pets Are
Worth Saving) is the city’s largest No Kill humane organization. With its work focused on
alleviating Chicago’s tragic pet overpopulation problem, PAWS Chicago envisions a No Kill Chicago – a city in which no pets are destroyed because
they are homeless. Since PAWS Chicago’s founding
in 1997, the number of homeless pets euthanized per
year has dropped from 42,561 to 19,701 – more than
a 50 percent decrease.
This past September, the new PAWS Chicago
Adoption & Humane Center opened at 1997 N.
Clybourn. The Adoption Center is the first cageless,
No Kill, state-of-the-art shelter in the Midwest. PAWS
Chicago’s new home has revolutionized the standard
of care for homeless pets in Chicago, with each pet
enjoying its own suite in a warm, welcoming environment with a lot of human interaction, fresh air, exer-

cise, toys, and most importantly, a guarantee of life.
PAWS Chicago adopted more than 1,700 pets in
2007 and anticipates finding homes for more than
3,000 pets in 2008. To learn more about the PAWS
Chicago Adoption & Humane Center, including
hours of operation, please visit www.pawschicago.
org or call 773-935-PAWS.
—Lisa Dawson, Director of Communications and
Donor Relations, PAWS Chicago
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The SNA works for you!

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association has worked for the neighborhood by keeping in close contact with
other groups. The purpose is twofold: to ensure that the voice of the neighborhood is heard and to gain
advance notice on projects that may affect our community.
In the past year, representatives of the SNA Board regularly met with the Aldermen’s offices and participated in meetings with the following organizations:
• DePaul’s Neighborhood Advisory Committee and its subcommittees
• Children’s Memorial Hospital Community Relations Committee
• Children’s Memorial Hospital Community Forum Project
• CTA Brown Line Task Force
• Armitage-Halsted Landmark District Advisory Council
• Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
• CAPS 18th District Community Safety Committee
• CAPS 18th District Hospitality Committee
• League of Women Voters – Meet the Candidate (Aldermanic Elections 2007)
• Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce

SAFETY FEST — On June 23, 2007, 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley and Children’s Memorial Hospital hosted
the 43rd Ward Summer Safety Fest at Lincoln Park
High School. More than 100 local families joined in
on the entertainment and safety-related games. They
gave away 120 free bicycle helmets and educated children and parents about wearing them properly.

St. Vincent de Paul Center

S

ince 1915, St. Vincent de Paul Center has been
serving the needs of low-income working families of Chicago in the Sheffield neighborhood.
Sponsored and operated by the Daughters of
Charity Ministries of Chicago, the Center provides
services and programs in the areas of child care, social
services, outreach to the homeless and services to the
elderly. As stewards of the Vincentian spirit, the mission of the Daughters of Charity is to provide for those
in need, strengthen and preserve family life, and serve
the community with dignity and respect. Throughout
the decades, St. Vincent de Paul Center has responded
to the needs of the community it serves by expanding
its services and facility. In 2002, a new state-of-the
art facility was constructed on its original site at the
corner of Webster and Halsted. Today, St. Vincent is
one of Illinois’ largest single-site non-profit child care
centers, providing quality child care for the children of
Chicago’s working families.
The Child Care and Early Childhood Education
Program is licensed to serve 478 children. Working
families of all income levels are eligible for service,
with tuition based on household income and family
size. The Center serves children from four months to
13 years and operates programs for Infant and Toddler,
Pre-school, State of Illinois Pre-K, Full-day Kindergarten, School Age – both before and after school (up to
13 years), and a summer camp, which results in seamless, year-round support for working families. The Center has been awarded accreditation by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)
and provides and enriching and diverse environment
for children to grow physically, socially, intellectually and emotionally. For more information about the

Child Care Program, contact Don Hamilton, Child Care
Director at (312) 943-6776 or dhamilto@svdpc.org.
In July 2007, the Cabrini-Green Tutoring Program,
Inc. (CGTP) was relocated from the New City YMCA,
which was closing due to redevelopment, to St Vincent
de Paul Center. CGTP provides after-school tutoring
for more than 200 students, most of who live in or
near the Cabrini-Green housing project. St. Vincent’s
partnership with CGTP has provided mutual benefits to
both organizations. CGTP, an agency that has served
economically disadvantaged children for more than 40
years is able to continue its important work in a safe,
stable learning environment, and St. Vincent will be
able to provide a free tutoring program to some of its
qualifying students at the Center – a convenience for
St. Vincent working parents.
An extensive program of senior services is also
provided by St. Vincent that includes outreach assistance
and case management for people 60 or older in the
Lakeview and Lincoln Park communities who are lowincome, homebound, or at risk. St. Vincent assists with
healthcare advocacy and transportation, and with money management, shopping and coordination of benefits.
It also manages Laboure House, an intergenerational
residence for older adults and college students who
assist the seniors and provide household services. A
Senior and Visiting Companion program is also available
to provide friendly visits for isolated seniors. For details,
contact Kathy Slover, Director of Community Outreach
Services at 312-943-6776 or kslover@svdpc.org.
St. Vincent has provided Outreach Services to the
homeless for decades. Extensive services are provided
that include emergency assistance, assessment and
case management; food and clothing services, includ-

ing washing machines and showers; and job search
assistance that includes a mailing address, phone and
fax services, and computer use. Every fall, St. Vincent
sponsors its Outreach Fair that serves several hundred
homeless persons by providing clothing, medical
care, referrals to other social service agencies, and a
Thanksgiving dinner. For more information, please
contact Denise Howard, Outreach Coordinator at
312-943-6776 or dhoward@svdpc.org.
Fundraising is a major challenge for St. Vincent de Paul Center to help fund its vast network of
services. It operates the Nearly New Shop, a resale
shop offering clothing for families and children, at its
facility on Webster. St. Vincent also sponsors several
annual fundraising events, including its Francesca’s
Restaurants and St. Vincent de Paul Golf Outing held
at White Eagle Golf Club in Naperville held in June,
the Associate Board Summer Cookout held in June on
the Norris Porch at St. Vincent’s overlooking beautiful Oz Park, and the “3 on 3 Basketball Tournament”
held in the gym at the Center in March, which raised
more than $11,000 this year. The premiere annual
fundraising event is the acclaimed black-tie Fleur de
Lis Ball held in February at the Hilton Hotel. For more
information about these events, visit St. Vincent’s
website at www.svdpc.org.
Organizations such as St. Vincent de Paul Center
can thrive only through the support of its community
and the contributions of a dedicated staff, committed volunteers, and numerous supporters. To learn
more about opportunities for service and to become
part of the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul Center, contact
Andrew Berg at aberg@svdpc.org.
—Jeanne Gray, SNA Board member

From 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley

H

appy New Year, Sheffield Neighbors!
2007 was marked with several noteworthy
events for the 43rd Ward.
The first part of the year seemed
consumed with the aldermanic elections. I’m proud
to have been reelected and am enjoying continuing
my service in the City Council. I am particularly
enthused about my new leadership positions as the
Vice-Chairman of the City Council Committee on
Zoning and Vice-Chair of the City Council Committee on Historic Landmark Preservation. Both of these
committees are very relevant to the 43rd Ward. Serving on them also gives me with a broader perspective
with citywide development issues.
Last year I also joined the City Council Budget and the Finance Committees. The City Council
recently passed the 2008 City Budget. This was a
particularly challenging budget process. All levels of
government are experiencing diminishing revenues
and increasing expenses. The 43rd Ward demands
many services, and we pay a lot in taxes. In the end I
had to make a hard decision to vote against the property tax increase. I felt that we could not increase
the tax burden for 43rd Ward property owners who
already pay some of the highest property tax bills in
the City.
News last year that two Lincoln Park institutions,
Children’s Memorial Hospital and A. Finkl and Sons,
will be moving from the 43rd Ward is very significant.

Both of these institutions have been a part of Lincoln
Park since the 19th Century. Planning for their move
and for what happens with their sites once they are
gone will be a major focus of mine and the Lincoln
Park Community in 2008.
During the holidays there always seems to be an
increase in crime. Unfortunately there were several
robberies in the Sheffield neighborhood. The good
side is that these events have made people more
aware of their surroundings and measures you take
to enhance your security. People have organized
email groups to alert their neighbors. I encourage
residents and businesses to sign up for 43rd Ward
emails through my website www.vidaley.com. The
18th Police District has also committed to making sure
we receive reports in a timely manner so we can alert
citizens.
There are also very important national and local
elections this year. The primaries are earlier than
ever, February 5. Early voting runs from January 14
to January 31 at the Lincoln Park Library at Fullerton
and Racine in addition to 50 other locations across
the City. I encourage citizens to take advantage of
this convenient way to vote to make sure your voice is
heard at all levels of government.
I look forward to working with the SNA in 2008
and wish your members a successful and fulfilling
New Year.
--43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley

2007 FLEUR DE LIS BALL — St. Vincent de Paul Center’s
13th Annual Fleur de Lis Ball raised approximately
$650,000, its highest record, to help the the hundreds of
children, families, senior citizens, and homeless people
who turn to St. Vincent’s each year for help. The event
also broke all records for attendance with the Hilton
Chicago filled to capacity with the 1,150 guests who
came to honor Fleur de Lis Ball Award recipients Dorothy
Jiganti and Dan and Patty Walsh, long time volunteers
and supporters of St. Vincent’s, where Dan Walsh serves
on the Board of Trustees. St Vincent de Paul Center, one
of the largest day care programs in the State of Illinois, is
administered by the Daughters of Charity Ministries of
Chicago.
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Lincoln Park Community-Wide Forum

I

n 2007, the Lincoln Park Community-Wide
Forum successfully completed “The Year of the
Child,” a project designed to increase community involvement and investment in the
well-being of Lincoln Park through the promotion of
child-focused education and activities. The project
consisted of two components: The first was a series
of free, family-friendly events to be held at local
schools in partnership with Lincoln Park institutions
and organizations. The second was the compilation
and communication of activities and opportunities available to children in Lincoln Park, focusing
on the most effective method of disseminating this
information to the community.
“The Year of the Child” kicked off with the
program “Celebrate Nature” in late 2006. Families
participated in fun environmental activities at Lincoln Elementary School, with learning stations and
activities organized by the Notebaert Nature Museum. Principal Andrew Tinich, Ed.D, announced
the school’s plans for a green roof and garden at a
butterfly launch during the event.
The project gained momentum in 2007, when
more than 300 children and parents learned to
“Celebrate Healthy Living” at Alcott Elementary in

The Lincoln Park Community-Wide Forum’s “Year of
the Child“ included events such as Celebrate Healthy
Living.”

late January. Activities included yoga, a health
spa with hand waxing and hand massages, healthy
snacks and recipes, and food demonstrations.
In late February, families joined to “Celebrate
the Arts” at Mayer Elementary School. In partnership with the Chicago History Museum and Victory Gardens Theater, the school featured a “Night
at the Cotton Club.” The evening included live
jazz performances, jitterbug dance lessons and

student-created art inspired by the poems of Langston Hughes. More than 100 parents and neighbors
learned about the Harlem Renaissance.
“Celebrate Athletics” was the last in the series.
The May event was sponsored and hosted by DePaul
University’s Athletic Department. Basketball coaches, staff and student athletes taught the fundamental
skills needed to play basketball to students from the
schools participating in “The Year of the Child” – St.
Clement, Lincoln Elementary, Alcott and Mayer.
Forty-seven students from the four schools joined
DePaul athletes to train in game-like situations and
then engage in full team scrimmages.
The Lincoln Park Community-Wide Forum
was created in 1999 by community, business,
and institutional organizations located in Lincoln
Park, including SNA, and Children’s Memorial
Hospital. The Forum’s mission is to leverage the
considerable resources of the Lincoln Park community towards improving the quality of life in
our neighborhood.
To volunteer for the next Forum project, contact Ken Labok, Children’s Memorial Hospital, 773880-6851 or visit www.lincolnparkconnect.com.
—Judith Lauth Casey, SNA First Vice President

Looking back on a memorable 2007 for Sheffield
Continued from page 1

been recognized by many City of Chicago awards.
In the past year our Communicatons Committee
went online with our new Sheffield Neighborhood Association website and improved our newsletter, including obtaining a new printer. Additionally they are in the
process of creating an e-mail information database to
better communicate with the community.
Our Planning, Schools, Community Safety and
Neighborhood Relations Committees have all been
active in evaluating and responding to local issues
as they arise throughout the year and are our primary
means of informing the various local authorities of the
Association’s opinion.
Running the business of the Association is less visible but no less important. Our Membership
Committee provides a vital function by maintaining
our membership database and collecting dues. They are
in the process of developing on-line renewal and notice
capability to better serve you.
We are very fortunate to have the benefit of our
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer services. As our association has grown, so too has the complexity of the
financial, insurance and tax responsibilities. They have
developed an integrated accounting system and Garden
Walk accountability that is necessary and extremely
useful.
At the end of 2007, we made our annual donations. Pursuant to our Association policy, we make
annual donations to the three primary schools located
within our boundaries, St. Josaphat, St. James and
Oscar Mayer, and to the local high school, Lincoln Park
High. Additionally, we provide funds to institutions
located within our boundaries or providing a direct
benefit to our area. They include
Anixter Center, Vincentian Fathers, Christopher
House, Lincoln Park Community Shelter, St. Vincent
De Paul Center, The Salvation Army and Little Sisters
of the Poor. Donations were made for food and other
necessities for the poor to St. Josaphat Church, St. James
Church, St. Teresa of Avila Church and Greater Little
Rock the Lord’s Church. We also made donations to
the Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative, Lincoln Park Cultural Center, Lincoln Park, Lakeview Art
Initiative, 43rd Ward Senior Bingo and for renovation of
the fire station at Armitage and Larrabee.
All these activities, events and funds were made
possible by the good work of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association Board, Committee members and
many volunteers throughout the year. Their dedication
and commitment to the community are boundless.
As the year came to an end, I was saddened to
learn of the death of Fr. Thomas Munster. He was one
of the founders of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association in 1959 and served as President. Fr. Munster was
always committed to this neighborhood we call Shef-

field and remained active in community affairs. Our
Association was fortunate to have the benefit of such a
dedicated individual at our founding and we likewise are
fortunate to have a most capable and qualified person to
become our next President in 2008, Laury Lewis.
I remember many of the accomplishments of the
Association over the last 20 years that I have been on the
SNA Board. We renovated both Trebes Park and Clover
Playlot, provided Sheffield pole banners and installed and
maintained planters throughout the area. We created the
Educator’s Awards of Excellence to honor local educators
and the Star Award to recognize significant contributions

to the neighborhood. The Garden Walk grew from about
six families 40 years ago to one of the city’s premier
neighborhood festivals. The concerns of the neighborhood were then more about abandoned cars and dilapidated buildings and now are more about too many cars
and not enough parking to over-development.
During the past 30 years of community involvement in our neighborhood I have been fortunate to
meet and get to know many good people. I have benefited by their friendship and camaraderie. At the end
of the day, it’s all about people. I thank them all.
John J. Lag is SNA President.

Pictures from an exciting year

MERCHANTS ON PARADE — The Armitage-HalstedWebster Merchants held their annual holiday parade
on December 8. Bands, fire trucks and Santa were part
of the fun.

ST. JOSAPHAT’S SUMMERFEST — Three cooks take a
well-earned break during St. Josaphat Church’s annual
Summerfest. The June 23-25 event featured music, kids’
activities, and, of course, food.

CELEBRATION — St. Clement School held its End of
Year Picnic on July 8 at Oz Park.

TREES COME DOWN — A heavy storm in August
knocked down trees on the 2000 block of Webster.
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CTA Brown Line renovation

hroughout 2007, Sheffield commuters continued to see extensive work on new tracks and
platforms at both the Fullerton and Armitage
El stations, while residents, businesses and
institutions dealt with impediments on sidewalks, alleys
and streets, parking restrictions, noise and construction
traffic, as well as weekend station closings at Armitage.
Public artwork for many stations was selected, with the
selection process for Fullerton and Belmont to begin
soon.
Commuters experienced the first major delays
attributed to the Brown Line renovation in April when
Brown, Red and Purple Express trains serving the Belmont and Fullerton stations began to share three tracks
instead of four. Three-track operation allows construction crews the space to expand the platforms and to install elevators while keeping both stations open during
the construction. However, the change reduced track
capacity by 25%, meaning the CTA operated fewer
trains on all three lines. The greatest impact was on
northbound trains during the evening rush hour.
The CTA estimates that three-track operation will
affect southbound traffic sometime in early 2008. If
the CTA fails to receive state funding and reduces its
services, crowding and delays may be substantial.
The CTA received approval from the FTA to again
postpone the date for compliance with the ADA at Fullerton, this time from year-end 2008 to year-end 2009.
The year brought positive news, as well: 43rd Ward
Alderman Vi Daley and 44th Ward Alderman Tom Tunney each committed $200,000 of their menu program
funds to secure escalators at the Fullerton and Belmont
stations.
The CTA will provide the remaining $1.6 million
required to install the escalators.
To meet its budget for the renovation, the CTA had
excised the escalators from its original plans, along
with longer canopies, the use of materials such as granite versus concrete and other amenities; however, the
Fullerton and Belmont stations were constructed to allow their installation in the future. Although with some
modifications the existing construction also would
allow the extension of the canopies at Fullerton in the
future, there currently are no plans to make this or any
other changes.
Specifically at Fullerton, construction focused on
the installation of track and platforms, including structural steel, concrete, and electrical work. Essentially,

MASS IN THE PARK — St. Josaphat’s Church held a “Mass
in the Community Park” event on Labor Day 2007.

the CTA will remove one track at a time to build another
through the project’s conclusion in December 2009. This
results in the three-track operation, which is confined to
the areas at the Fullerton and Belmont stations, not in
between the stations.
The concrete deck also was poured. However, the
installation of noise panels was delayed.
In addition, the historic station was relocated to the
north side of the street.
At Armitage, the CTA began construction of a new
station on the south side of the street. Neighbors also
witnessed both the partial demolition of 939 W. Armitage
and the restoration of its zinc panels, which were re-

moved during the demolition process necessary to create a wider platform. The Armitage-Halsted Landmark
District Advisory Council met several times with CTA
representatives and 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley to
review the renovation of the station at Armitage, which
is located within the landmark district.
The CTA anticipates concluding work at Armitage
in early 2008.
The Brown Line Task Force, which includes representatives of SNA and the relevant aldermanic offices,
continues to monitor the CTA’s progress and handle
construction management issues.
--Judith Lauth Casey, SNA First Vice President

Looking ahead

Have you resolved to become
more involved in your neighborhood?

I

f so, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA)
is the place. Whether you are new to the Sheffield
neighborhood or a long-time resident, property
owner or business owner, SNA offers a host of opportunities for involvement.
Every year, SNA seeks candidates to serve on the
board. Ours is a working board, which means that we
need directors who can offer both experience and time.
Typically, candidates will have participated on an SNA
committee or event for a year or two before stepping up
to the board.
A popular event in the neighborhood and an easy
starting point for involvement is the Sheffield Garden
Walk and Festival. Neighbors can serve as one of the
more than 40 managers needed to produce this all-volunteer event, volunteer on the weekend of the festival
or simply exhibit a garden.
Another committee that generates visible activity

Coming up in 2008

February 11 — SNA Annual Meeting, St.
James Lutheran Church, Fremont and Dickens
June 6 — SNA Patrons’ Party, at the home
of Lisa and Ron Elkins of 2 point perspective, inc., 2120 N. Bissell.
June 19 — Concert in Trebes Park, 2250 N.
Clifton
July 19-20 — 40th Annual Sheffield Garden
Walk and Festival, Sheffield and Webster
August 21 — Movie in Trebes Park, 2250 N.
Clifton
…and much more.
Keep reading SNN and visiting the SNA
website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.
org for more information and details about
other exciting neighborhood events.

is Parks and Beautification, which is responsible for
Trebes and Clover Parks and the lush planter baskets
and boxes that adorn the neighborhood. And with
periodic upswings in crime, the Community Safety
Committee often needs additional hands.
Currently, the Communications Committee
hopes to attract more neighbors to work on our
bi-monthly newsletter, the Sheffield Neighborhood
News. Openings include photographer/photo
archivist and contributing writers to cover certain
beats, such as business, children’s activities and area
institutions.
And don’t forget our other committees: Events
(for example, the Spaghetti Dinner and concerts in
Trebes Park), Schools, Historic Resources, Neighborhood Relations, Planning and Membership.
Finally, you can opt to serve as a block liaison
to help deliver notices of meetings and alerts to your
neighbors.
Unable to spare any time right now? At least
consider becoming an official SNA member to ensure you receive the email notices about meetings,
events, and crime alerts. Look for the membership
application included in this newsletter or on our
website, www.sheffieldneighborhood.org.
Let us know of your interests, or just learn more
about SNA by sending an email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com, or leave a message
at 773-929-9255. We look forward to hearing from
you!

Don’t forget —
youommemorate
are Sheffield!
the achievements and hap-

C

penings in Sheffield during 2008 with
brief notices and photos in the Sheffield
Neighborhood News. Do it any time
throughout the year. Send to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com marking the Subject: 2008 Kudos or 2008 Photo, as appropriate.
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Thank you, Sheffield neighborhood residents!

I

s your name on the following list of dues-paying SNA members? If not, why not? Just because you receive the Sheffield Neighborhood News does not mean you are an SNA
member. Read this issue of SNN to see all that SNA does
for you! A membership application is included in each issue.

SNA Members:

Scott Adams and Licia Leslie
All She Wrote
Kimball and Karen Anderson
Lori Andre, Lori’s Designer Shoes
Michael Antonetti
Ernest and Paula Arnett
Alan and Jennifer Axelrod
Rick and Jan Bail
Charlene Baizer
Bank Financial
Robert Barrett and Colleen Cassell
Tom Bartkoski and Jadine Chou
David Bassin
Wendy and Steve Beard
Doug Bell
Ryan and Emily Bennett
Robert and Merilee Benson
Beverly Hammel, Inc.
Paul and Kathy Berghoff
James Binyon and Francesca Ruggiero
Bob and Jo Birkmeyer
Kevin Blake
Bastiaan Bouma and Kathy Deane
Paul Boykas
Adam and Christa Brady
Edward and Annette Bruno
Bobby Burleson, Kincade’s
Phil and MaryBeth Canfield
Eric Carpenter
Jeff and Jennie Casaday
Fran Casey, DePaul University
Patrick Casey and Judith Lauth Casey
Jim and Linda Cherney
Krista and Erick Coan
Joe and Lori Cole
Barry and Lynn Collins
Christopher Collins
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Cook
Holly and Steve Cortes
Walter and Carole Crowley
Candace D’Agnolo, Dog-a-holics
Alderman Vi Daley, 43rd Ward Office
John and Angela D’Antonio
Danielle and Harel Deutsch
Richard and Vicki DuFour
Jim and Nancy Dugan
Elizabeth and Rik Duryea
Sandy Edidin
Tim Egan
Ruthmarie and Walter Eisin
Jon Ekdahl and Marcia Opp
Lisa and Ron Elkins, 2 point perspective, inc.

SNA Business Members

Please support the following SNA Business Members:
2 point perspective, inc.
AAA Chicago
Alderman Vi Daley
All She Wrote
Art Effect
Bank Financial
Beaumont Bar & Grill
Beverly Hammel, Inc.
Citizens Bed & Breakfast for
Dogs
DePaul University
Dog-a-holics
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop
Edible Arrangements
Fifth Third Bank
Furla Lincoln Park
General Iron Industries, Inc.
Glascott & Associates
Greater Little Rock Church
Hellman Frame Shop
HomeMade Pizza Co
ICM Properties
K. Paige Salon
Kelly’s Pub
Kiehls Since 1851
Kincade’s
La Canasta Restaurant
Lori’s Designer Shoes
Lincoln Park Chamber of
Commerce
Lincoln Park Parents Association
McGee’s
Milito Auto Repair
Milito Car Wash
Milito Mobil
My Corner Playroom
Sai Café, Inc.
Secretary of State Jesse White
Sir Speedy
St. James Lutheran Church
St. Josaphat Church
St. Vincents Church
Stella Lily Studio One
Sweet Mandy B’s
Tabula Tua
Tarantino’s
The Second Child
Treasure Island Foods, Inc.
Victory Gardens Theater
Wallace Realty
Webster’s Wine Bar

2120
2121
735
825
934
2424
2020
1216

N. Bissell
N. Clybourn
W. Wrightwood
W. Armitage
W. Armitage
N. Clark
N. Halsted
W. Webster

2274

N. Clybourn

1
904
2070
2223
900
1211
1909
2156
834
2152
850
1438
956
949
907
950
1119
824

E. Jackson
W. Armitage
N. Clybourn
N. Clybourn
W. Armitage
W. Webster
N. Clifton
N. Halsted
W. Armitage
N. Bissell
W. Armitage
W. Belmont
W. Webster
W. Webster
W. Armitage
W. Armitage
W. Webster
W. Armitage

1925

N. Clybourn

1010
2154
1208
1015
1112
954

N. Lincoln Park
West
W. Webster
W. Fullerton
W. Fullerton
W. Fullerton
N. Clybourn
N. Sheffield
W. Hill #714
N. Clybourn
N. Fremont
N. Southport
W. Webster
N. Bissell
W. Webster
W. Armitage
W. Armitage
W. Armitage

2121
2257
1700
1480

N. Clybourn
N. Lincoln
N. Ashland
W. Webster

2045
950
1106
1106
1106
2121
2010
300
1711
2101
2311

William and Jean Olenick
Chris and Charlene Olson
Larry and Janice Orenstein
Chris and Patricia Pagnucco
Steven and Kristen Paige, K. Paige Salon
Ted and Kathy Pearson
Joe Perkowitz
Philip Piazza, McGee’s
David F. Prindable
Ronald and Lois Raedeke
Bob Ramsay
Mike Rappel
Wesley and Johnnie Ready-Spencer
Luke and Margo Reese
Douglas Reichl and Erin Schertler
Joe and Laurie Reina
Nancy Reno-Shikoff
Diana Rich
Matt and Rebecca Richards
Tom Riley and Sylvia Pozarnsky
Margaret Gadon and John Riley
Beth Rizer
John and Dale Roberts
Miriam Roberts
Jean Robinson
Mary Ann Rood
Judy Roth
Ruth Rothstein
Michael Russell, Kiehls Since 1851
Wayne and Mary Russell
Juana Ryan, Stella Lily Studio One
Toshiko Sahara
Sai Café, Inc.
James Sailer and Dr Anne Marie Kudelka
John and Bev Sands
Chris Santiago
Kelly and Dan Savage
Steve Scaccia, Fifth Third Bank
Adam L Scheffler
Kim Schilf, Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
Peter Schmitz and Bronwyn Poole
Andrew Schorr
Brad Schreiber
Chad Schroedl
Chris and Cathy Schuba
Diana and Katie Schwabe and Mario Belluomini, Edible Arrangements
Kent Shafer and Allison Salomon
Wally Shah and Elizabeth Ware
Carter and Jeffrey Sharfstein
Chuck and Lynn Shotwell
Shirley Frye Shoup
Ann Shuman
Garett Skiba
Sir Speedy
Jeany and Bob Soshnik
Clifford Spanierman and Judith Nemes Spanierman
Steve and Lois Stack
Adlai and Nancy Stevenson
Scott and Linda Stiglicz
Howard and Audrey Stovall
Terry Sullivan
John and Jill Svoboda
Scott and Rhonda Swanson
Myrna and Kristofer Swanson
Joan and Mark Swanson
Marena Swenson
Michael Swinger and Colleen Sheehan
Tarantino’s
Les Teichner and Doris Ayres
Erich and Janice Teske
Ingeborg and Otto Teske
Sandra Tice
Barton and Jennifer Tretheway
Grace Tsao-Wu, Tabula Tua
Dr. Edward Tuder
Beth, David, Jake and Molly Tulipan
Thomas Tully
James and Renee Tyree
Scott and Elizabeth Ullem
Marvin Ullman
Joshua Vincent and Anne Larson
John and Marcia Volk
Bill and Deborah Vonderhaar
Russell Wallace, Wallace Realty
Laura and Bill Wangerin
Christine and Tim Weil
Jay and Corey Welsh
Charles and Leah Wheelan
Mary Alice Wheeler
Jesse White, Secretary of State
Bill and Susan White
Michael Wigman
Thomas Williamson
Adam Winick, ICM Properties
Steve and Barb Wolf
Ron and Linda Wolf
Ted Wrobleski
Ivan and Candace Yee
James and Katherine Zartman
Marie Zenere

Stephen Elpern
Stephen Engberg and Myrna Kulp
Jim Fairhall
Gerald and Edith Falk
Diane Farwick
John Farwick
Gil and Marge Fauteux
Joel and Toni Fenchel
Esther Fishman, Art Effect
Harry and Barbara Flaxman
Jerry and Ann Fohrman
Hamish Forrest
Eric Fosse, HomeMade Pizza Co
Jocelyn Francoeur and Ryan Hedges
Craig Freedman
Stephen and Anita Friedman
John Fritchey, 11th District State Representative
Dirk Fucik , Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop
Wayne Gailis
Paul Gallagher and Jeanne Gray
Leanne and Patrick Galvin
Alex and Katie Garber
Frances Gatziolis
Jim and Lori Gelbort
Charles and Nadine Gelman
Ray and Mary Ann Genellie
Lilia L. Gillis, My Corner Playroom
Timothy Glascott, Glascott and Associates
Carrie Gleason , Victory Gardens Theater
Sy and Barb Goldstein
Jennifer Goodnow
William Gordon
Robert and Sophie H Gordon
Susan and Ben Goren
Kathleen Gorom
Suzanne Green
Kent Griffiths
George Gross and Lanni Guttman
Paul Gunning
Helen Haas
Stephen and Arlene Hardy
Denis Harrington
Ben and Mary Hart
David and Diane Hathaway
Patty Hayes
Glenn and Anne Hebert
Amy Helgren, The Second Child
Jim Hering and Martha Winkler-Hering
Dan and Beth Hermann
Bruce and Vicki Heyman
Mark Hoffman
Katie Holahan
Brian Horwood and Mary Beth Berkoff
Don Houde
Karen Hyattand John Sandry
Christine Jack
Morgen and Courtney Jacobson
Ted Jadwin and Ellen Morris
Walker and Carolyn Johnson
Ken and Julie Jones
Pat W. Joyce
Joyce Judah
Christ Kamberos, Treasure Island Foods, Inc.
Kelly’s Pub
John and Polly Kelly
Ira and Marianne King
Kerry and Helene Kohn
Lauren Krantz
David Kremin
Mark and Carrie Kuberksi
Marilyn Labkon, General Iron Industries, Inc.
John Lader and Mary Gott
John and Laura Lag
Michelle A Laiss
La Canasta Restaurant
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. LaRocco, Jr.
Carl and Jennifer Larson
Chris Laubach and Chris Stockwell
Tom and Jeannie Lawson
Chris Lea
Ronnie and Amy Lenzi
Ronald and Geraldine Lenzi
Jeff Leonardi, AAA Chicago
Cindy Levine, Sweet Mandy B’s
Warren and Sue Levins
Laurence Lewis and Nancy Bradt
Jonathan Linas and Tanya Nair
andSteve Lindsey and Betsy Gomberg
Lincoln Park Parents Association
Robert and Barbara Lindstrom
Charles and Stephanie Linebaugh II
Kiki and William Liberopoulos
Stan and Kelley Lovelace
Burt and Edie Lubow
Stephen and Cristina Lucado
Kevin Lynch
Marda Mabee, Hellman Frame Shop
Tom and Janan MacDonald, Webster’s Wine Bar
Madelyn MacMahon
George and Stephanie Mantis
Arthur and Elaine Margulis
Marianne and Jeffrey Markowitz
David Matthews and Christine Struminksi
Pamela McCabe
John and Pat McGowan
Pete and Claire McIntosh
Bill and Rosemary McNulty
Trina McRae
Sheila A. Mehigan
Robert Metz
Joseph and Barbara Meyer
Bob and Jean Meyers
Audra Miles
Tony Milito, Milito Auto Repair
Tony Milito, Milito Car Wash
Tony Milito, Milito Mobil
Bob and Jill Minetz
David Montagano
Maureen Moran and John Ashenden
Terry and Kelly Moran
Steve Moravec and Chandra Greer
Halli Mulei, Furla Lincoln Park
David Narefsky and Linda Goodman
Mary Newman
Robert and Victoria Noonan
Kathy Nowlin
Marty and Bonnie Oberman
Matthew O’Connor
Paul, Karin and Hallie O’Connor
John O’Donnell and Bonnie Humphrey
Paul O’Keefe

SNA welcomes the following new members: Doug
Bell, Edward and Annette Bruno, Dr. and Mrs. Philip Cook,
Holly and Steve Cortes, Diana and Katie Schwabe and Mario
Belluomini of Edible Arrangements, Tim Egan, Jim Fairhall,
Craig Freedman, Susan and Ben Goren, Morgen and Courtney Jacobson, Lauren Krantz, La Canasta Restaurant, Kiki and
William Liberopoulos, John Linas and Tanya Nair, Lincoln
Park Parents Association, Nancy Reno-Shikoff, Kelly and Dan
Savage, Kent Shafer and Allison Salomon and Marie Zenere.
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join.
Membership dues are: $20 Family;
$15 Individual, $5 Senior, $45 Business. Please complete the enclosed form and mail it with your check to the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you have not received your membership
window decal and would like to display one, please let us
know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

How can I....

		

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check for $_____
$20
Family membership		
$15
Individual membership

$5
$45

Senior membership
Business membership

Name:
Address:
Phone:						

E-mail:

Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614.
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14th Annual Fleur de Lis Ball
supports St. Vincent de Paul Center

A

ll are invited to the premier black-tie fundraiser for the St. Vincent de Paul Center
(Halsted and Webster) on Saturday, February 23, 2008, from 6 pm to midnight at the
Chicago Hilton and Towers. Proceeds from the event
-- the Center’s major fundraiser -- support the more than
2,000 infants, children, families, homeless and seniors
who turn to St. Vincent’s for assistance each year.
The Ball draws 600 to 900 attendees and features
dinner, dancing, live and silent auctions, and a raffle.
This year, the event will honor Fleur de Lis Award winners Reverend Michael Boland, Mike Flannery, and
Mary Beth Malone. These honorees exemplify the
mission of the Center, which is to “provide for those in
need, strengthen and preserve family life, and serve the
community with dignity and respect.”
Rev. Michael M. Boland oversees the works of
one of the largest private, not-for-profit social service
agencies in the United States, serving Cook and Lake
Counties in Illinois in his capacity as the Administrator,
President and Chief Executive Officer of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago. Mike Flannery is an
Emmy award-winning political editor and investigative
reporter for CBS 2 Chicago. Mike has served as the
Master of Ceremonies of the Fleur de Lis Ball for more
than ten years and has been a long-time supporter of St.
Vincent’s. Finally, Mary Beth Malone is being honored
for her commitment to the Center for over ten years.
She is an involved member of the Advisory and Devel-

opment Board, chairing the Board Affairs Committee
for more than four years, and has been instrumental in
helping the Center recruit and retain talented volunteers on its A&D Board.
Tickets are $300, with table sponsorships ranging
from $6,000 to $15,000. St. Vincent de Paul Center accepts reservations for the event on line via its website,
www.svdpc.org: click on Fleur de Lis Ball. To make a
reservation by phone or to request further information,
or to make a donation to the Center, contact Andrew
Berg at 312-278-4219 or aberg@svdpc.org.
St. Vincent de Paul Center, one of the largest day
care programs in Illinois, is administered by the Daughters of Charity Ministries of Chicago. The Center has
been an anchor in the Lincoln Park neighborhood for
more than 90 years, operating programs designed to
break the cycle of poverty.

Mark your calendar!

T

he annual SNA Patrons’ Party is scheduled
to be held on Friday, June 6, at the home of
Lisa and Ron Elkins of 2 point perspective,
inc., 2120 N. Bissell. Watch SNN for more
information.

Snow
and ice removal
rom the office of 32 Ward Alderman Waguespack:

F

nd

10-8-180 Snow and ice removal. Every owner, lessee,
tenant, occupant or other person having charge of any
building or lot of ground in the city abutting upon any
public way or public place shall remove the snow and ice from the
sidewalk in front of such building or lot of ground.
If the sidewalk is of greater width than five feet, it shall not be
necessary for such person to remove snow and ice from the same
for a space wider than five feet.
In case the snow and ice on the sidewalk shall be frozen so
hard that it cannot be removed without injury to the pavement, the
person having charge of any building or lot of ground as aforesaid shall, within the time specified, cause the sidewalk abutting
on the said premises to be strewn with ashes, sand, sawdust, or
some similar suitable material, and shall, as soon thereafter as the
weather shall permit, thoroughly clean said sidewalk.
The snow which falls or accumulates during the day (excepting Sundays) before four p.m. shall be removed within three hours
after the same has fallen or accumulated. The snow which falls or
accumulates on Sunday or after four p.m. and during the night on
other days shall be removed before ten a.m. (Prior code § 36-19)

Sheffield neighborhood* real estate transactions
BY PAULA ARNETT

T

he Sheffield neighborhood* saw the fewest
number of transactions in 2007 for the past ten
years. The total number of transactions is down
from last year by about 8% due to the drop in
condo sales. Single-family, multi-units and vacant land
transactions have increased, however, as shown on the
accompanying chart. Prices of single-family homes,
condos and vacant land remain essentially flat, but

there is a 21% increase in the price of multi units along
with an 83% increase in the number of sales. Market
times have increased significantly except for the hot
multi-units whose market time has decreased by 8%.
The spring real estate market has begun. Now is not
too early to put your property on the market if you are
planning to sell this year…it just may take a little longer
than you would like.
If you have not received my 9th Annual 2005-2006
Sheffield Neighborhood Real Estate Market Report containing charts, dollar volumes and statistics of real estate
sales in the neighborhood, as well as the street-by-street
analysis showing what sold on your block, when and at
what price, please contact me at 773-294-1822 or parnett@rubloff.com.
Paula Arnett, GRI, CRS, ABR, who has provided quality
single-agency real estate representation for more than
20 years, is a Broker Associate with Rubloff Residential
Properties, 2663 N. Halsted, Chicago, IL 60614, and is a
member of the SNA Board of Directors.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.

Sheffield* Real Estate Prices for Closed Properties Jan. 1 - Dec. 31**

Year
Single Family
Condo
Multi Unit
Vacant Land
Total

Number
2007
40
140
11
3
194

2006
38
165
6
2
211

Average
Sold Price
2007
2006
$1,640,646 $1,650,096
$497,611
$491,833
$1,239,675 $1,024,083
$983,333 $1,100,000

Avg
Market
Time
2007
191
122
142
99

2006
173
108
154
57

**Data compiled from MLSNI (Multiple Listing Service of Northern Illinois) on January 4, 2008

