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It’s time for the 40th Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival!

T

he Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival is the
second oldest garden walk in the Chicagoland
area and the largest. This year’s event will be
held on Saturday and Sunday, July 19-20. For
the first time, there will be a juried division of garden
exhibitors as well as a non-juried division. The exciting competition promises to expose some outstanding
gardens in the Sheffield neighborhood, “the Garden
District of Chicago.” Coors and Blue Moon will again
be our major sponsors this year.
Music Entertainment
Sheffield’s concert master music guru Dan Hermann
and his group of music merrymakers has put together
the best line-up ever. Our headliners include the Freddy
Jones Band, Cowboy Mouth, Hello Dave and Cracker,
Carbon Leaf and Hello Dave. Go to Sheffieldgardenwalk.com for more information about the music
entertainment.

People from Sheffield, the Chicago area and beyond will
gather to enjoy our neighborhood’s many delights.

Thank Our Sponsors with Your Patronage and Goodwill
Additional sponsors this year include Bridgeview Bank
at Armitage and Halsted, Finkl Manufacturing, WXRT,
DePaul University, Children’s Memorial Hospital and

High-energy music
for Garden Walk
weekend
he Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival is proud

T

to present another amazing lineup of music,
including four high-energy national headliners
to close out both nights this year: On Saturday, July 19, Chicago’s very own Freddy Jones Band
and Sunday, Cowboy Mouth, will be our two featured
closing bands, starting at 8 pm. In addition, two other
high-profile bands, Carbon Leaf and Cracker, begin our “headliner” sets at 6 pm on Saturday and Sunday, July 20,
respectively.
The overall line-up is a mix of bookings that continues our reputation of bringing up-and-coming local and regional bands to Sheffield as well as national bands with large Chicago followings. The music will kick off Saturday
at noon with four Chicago-based bands, starting with based Miles of Empty, followed by Brighton, MA, an up-andcoming local band, at 1 pm. Dave Tamkin and his unique style of rhythmic-acoustic rock at 2 pm. At 3:30 pm, the
funk-soul-rock band Bumpus returns to the Garden Walk for the third time.
Our Saturday headlining set will begin at 6 pm with Carbon Leaf, who co-headlined the Garden Walk in 2006
as well as having played at the SGW in 2003 and is emerging on the national level with its blend of rock, Celtic,
folk and pop. Our headliner for Saturday, Freddy Jones Band, will come on at 8 pm in its debut performance at the
SGW. The Freddy Jones Band was a mainstay on the Chicago music scene with its roots/blues/rock sound in the
tradition of groups like the The Allman Brothers, Dave Matthews and The Band.
For the fourth consecutive year, we will start off Sunday with a family/all-ages act. At noon, School of Rock, an
educational program for kids ages 9 to 17 who want to learn how to play music and to play in a rock band, will
showcase its “touring” group. This promises to be a show that the whole family is sure to enjoy. Chicago-based Katie Todd, with her blend of expressive vocals and skillful keyboard playing, will hit the stage with her reunited band
at 1:15 pm. Chris Buehrle, a local up-and-coming musician with a bluesy/folk/pop sound, will come on at 2:15
pm. Hello Dave, who is well-known throughout Chicago and the region for its feel-good rock/blues/folk sound and
live shows, will appear at 3:30 pm.
The Sunday headlining set will begin at 6 pm with a bang with Cracker, a mainstay of alt-rock radio, who will
make its first visit to the SGW. Finally, Sunday night will close out starting at 8 pm with Cowboy Mouth, who has
rocked the SGW in four out of the last five years, with what should be another unforgettable, electrifying show.
We look forward to seeing everybody at the music stage for an outstanding two days of music celebration. For
more extensive write-ups on each band and links to their websites, see the Entertainment section of the SGW website at www.sheffieldgardenwalk.com.
— Dan Herrmann, SNA Board of Directors
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Sidewalk cafes
must meet guidelines
— Planning Report
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Reminders for
Garden Walk and
Festival weekend
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Photos for SNN by kardas@kardasphotography.com

BY LAURY LEWIS

Lake Street Landscape Supply. Their sponsorship helps
us ensure that the Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival
will be a financial success, generating funds for the operation of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association and
allowing us to make generous contributions to the local
parks, schools and other neighborhood charities. When
you visit or talk to any of these sponsors, please tell
them that you appreciate their participation. Bridgeview
will again provide ATMs on site. Also, a major sponsor
for the fourth year in a row is McGee’s Tavern and Grill,
which has become a major destination for excellent
food with a new menu.
Gardens
The heart of the Garden Walk is the more than 100
gardens that our residents open for viewing to show off
their horticultural skills. New this year will be the juried
division of exhibitors competing for cash prizes in two
categories: Containers and Overall Garden Design. A
special thanks to the garden exhibitors for helping Sheffield be “the Garden District of Chicago.” New this year
is our garden sponsor, Lake Street Landscape Supply.
Crissy Lucado and myself have worked hard again to
find the best gardens.
Architectural Tours
Polly Kelly helped to found the Sheffield Garden Walk
in 1969 and continues her efforts to show off the neighborhood by once again this year offering free, guided
architectural tours. Sign up early each day, because the
tours always fill up. Tours start at 2 pm and 4 pm on
Saturday and 1 pm and 3 pm on Sunday from the information booth on the church lawn along Webster.
Kids’ Corner
The famous pig train returns to Kids’ Corner again this
year along with a petting zoo, pony rides, music and
many other popular attractions. Beth Stockli, with the
help of Colleen Sheehan, has put together the best kids’
entertainment in Chicago.
Help Wanted
The Garden Walk is a unique effort in neighborhood
support. With over 450 volunteers, no other festival or
event runs as well as the Sheffield Garden Walk. If you
are interested in volunteering, please go to our Garden
Continued on page 6

Good eats and drinks

T

here will be plenty to eat and drink at this
year’s Garden Walk and Festival.
Food vendors in the Main Festival area:
Bacino’s Pizza, Flounders, Local Option,
Quang Noodle Restaurant, Robinson’s Ribs and St.
Vincent de Paul Church.
Beverage vendors:
Sheffield Neighborhood Association, St. Vincent de
Paul Church, and McGee’s Tavern.
Tables will be available for dining in Kids’ Corner
on Kenmore; cocktail tables will be available in the
main festival area.

Another successful
Patrons’ Party
kicks off Garden Walk
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Renovated
Armitage el station
reopens for business
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PLANNING REPORT

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Sidewalk cafes must meet city guidelines

BY LAURY LEWIS

BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

B

rown Line Task Force members continue to
receive updates on the possibility of extending
canopy length, security cameras, and specifications regarding concession areas, as well as the
usual construction updates. The CTA agreed to look for
additional locations for heaters on the Fullerton platform
after a representative from 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley’s
office noted that the new heating units accommodate far
fewer persons than the former units.
The CTA plans to hold a public meeting this summer to
review potential artwork for the Fullerton and Belmont stations.

32nd Ward: Available online via a link to the 32nd
Ward website on www.scottforchicago.com.
43rd Ward: Available online at www.chicago43rd.
org; also sign up for e-mail notices for a specific
street via the website.
Note that the signs posted for street cleaning are
now color-coded for each day.

Sheffield

Neighborhood News
Fullerton
Halsted

er

Armitage Construction Update
The Armitage Station is open! {See story on page 7.]
Work will continue for a few more weeks, however,
including demolition of the temporary station and landscaping on the south side of the street. The work may
necessitate alley closures, sidewalk impacts, parking
restrictions, lane closures, and street closures.
The Brown Line Renovation construction schedule,
including street closures and obstructions, is available at
www.ctabrownline.com. Street closures and obstructions
related to the Brown Line renovation also are available on
the 43rd Ward website, www.chicago43rd.org. Information regarding alternative bus routes for stations that are
temporarily closed is available at www.ctabrownline.com
or by calling 1-888-YOUR-CTA. For other travel information, visit www.transitchicago.com.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.

Street sweeping
schedules available

Riv

Fullerton Construction Update
Construction at Fullerton continues on or ahead of schedule. Work has been accelerated to eliminate three-track
operation by year-end. In addition, the CTA board recently approved the addition of the escalators to Fullerton
and Belmont. As reported in the November/December
issue of this newsletter, 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley
and 44th Ward Alderman Tom Tunney each committed
$200,000 of their menu program money to fund the
work, while the CTA provided the remaining $1.6 million. The CTA had excised the escalators from its original
plans to meet its budget for the renovation; however, the
station was constructed to allow their installation in the
future. The escalators will be installed by the time the station is complete at the end of 2009; they are reversible.
Construction of the new station continues, as does
construction of the new structure for the southbound
platforms. This includes ongoing steel erection. Work on
Track 2 should be completed in July; then work on Track
1 will commence. Sound barriers are in fabrication and
will be installed on the east side of the tracks during the
summer; sound barriers will be installed on the west side
once those tracks are completed, by June 2009. Work on
the historic station will continue through the end of the
year.
Work will continue to at times require alley obstructions and closures, parking restrictions, lane closures,
sidewalk impacts, and street closures.

•
Any business that is not in compliance should
be reported to local Alderman’s office and will be
subject to a fine of $200 to $500 for each offense.
Sidewalk café applications and fees are subject to
approval every year.
Current Sheffield Neighborhood approved sidewalk
cafes are: Argo Tea, McGee’s, Twisted Lizard, Rotisserie,
Café Bernard, Glascott’s, Athenian Room, Starbucks/
Webster, John’s Place, Ethan’s, Webster Wine Bar and
Tarantino’s. Ja Grill is pending approval.
Patty Hayes chairs SNA’s Neighborhood Relations Committee.

go

July 1, Tuesday, 6 pm. SNA Board Meeting. Call 773-9299255 or send an email to sheffieldneighobrhoodassociation@hotmail.com for details.
July 19-20, Saturday and Sunday, 40th Annual Sheffield
Garden Walk and Festival, Sheffield and Webster.
August 5, Tuesday, 6 pm. SNA Board Meeting. Call 773929-9255 or send an email to sheffieldneighobrhoodassociation@hotmail.com for details.
August 21, Thursday, 7:30 pm. “Bee Movie” in Trebes
Park, 2250 N. Clifton.

Brown Line renovation update

McGee’s is one of the approved sidewalk cafes in Sheffield.

ica

Photo for SNN by Ted Wrobleski
SNA has helped students at Oscar Mayer School
create a garden.

T

he City of Chicago has very strict guidelines
in order to obtain approval for sidewalk cafes.
Minimum requirements include:
•
Businesses seeking approval need to
submit their plan including the exact length and width
of the proposed sidewalk cafe area, these dimensions
must be in compliance with the application requirements. All plans must be submitted to the Department
of Business Affairs and Licensing three to four months
prior to the sidewalk café season, which runs from
March 1 to December 1.
•
At least 50% of the boundary must be covered
with live plants — no portion of the plants shall
extend over the permitted sidewalk café area. The
boundary shall fully enclose the permitted area with
no bolting of the area. A minimum of 6 feet of clear
space is required for pedestrian passage from the
furthest edge of the sidewalk café boundary/landscaping to any permanent structure/encumbrance on the
public way. Hours of operation are 8 am to 10 pm.

Ch

LAURY LEWIS

BY PATTY HAYES

Photo for SNN by kardas@kardasphotography.com

A

s summer has finally arrived, please notice
the beautiful sidewalk planters and hanging
planter baskets throughout the Sheffield neighborhood. As our street banners declare, Sheffield is the “Garden District of Chicago.” Some of the
proceeds from the Garden Walk are used to install and
maintain these planters during the summer with flowers
and during the winter with greens. These planters are
located along the business streets in Sheffield adding to
the shopping experience for our residents, visitors and
merchants. Crissy Lucado and myself coordinate with
Finkl Landscaping to design and maintain the planting
arrangements. A special thanks to Finkl Manufacturing
for the reasonable rate in doing these planters.
Paula Arnett again this year organized the Patrons’
Party, which was an overwhelming success. Paula and
her team solicited contributions from neighborhood
merchants, including Dominick’s on Fullerton and Sheffield and Phil Piazza of McGee’s Tavern and Grill.
The Sheffield neighborhood is proud of the fact that
our neighborhood school, Oscar Mayer has become a
magnate school for grades 6-8 offering an International
Baccalaureate program and a Montessori magnate
program for pre-school children. At this time there have
been over 1,400 applications submitted. The teachers
and parents at Oscar Mayer have embraced the gardening tone set by the Sheffield neighborhood residents
and the Garden Walk by establishing a school garden
along Clifton. The Sheffield Neighborhood Association
donated compost soil conditioner to enhance the soil
in the planting beds. Each grade is planting a plot to
grow herbs and vegetables. The purpose of the gardens
is educational with the hope in future years to have the
upper grades create a business plan to sell herbs and
vegetables at a local farmer’s market, thereby making the
garden self-sustaining. The 8th graders in partnership with
DePaul students started an Illinois native perennial plant
garden on both sides of the main entrance on Clifton.
As Garden Walk co-chairman, this celebration
would not be possible without the help and dedication
of Richard Ashbeck, Co-Chairman, and the executive
committee of Dan Hermann, Patty Hayes, Kent Griffiths
and Phil Piazza as well as all of the volunteer managers
and their helpers. This is the largest festival in Chicago
that is truly run by volunteers.
This year, I hope everyone has an enjoyable Garden
Walk weekend. Yes, there are those that are inconvenienced, noise, streets blocked, neighborhood parties,
but remember that the event is a celebration of what
makes our neighborhood the best in the city, with all of
the proceeds returned to the community.

Calendar

Sheffield Neighborhood News

Armitage

Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
Sheffield Neighborhood Association
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Laurence Lewis
First Vice-President
Dan Hermann
Second Vice-President
Judith Lauth Casey
Secretary		
Stephanie Linebaugh
Treasurer
Art Margulis
Assistant Treasurer
Hamish Forrest
Board of Directors: Paula Arnett, Bob Birkmeyer, Tim
Glascott, Jeanne Gray, Kent Griffiths, Steve Gross, Patty
Hayes, Polly Kelly, Cristina Lucado, Jeffrey Markowitz,
Phil Piazza, John Roberts, Christine Struminski, Marena
Swenson, Ted Wrobleski. Committee Chairs: Communications, Christine Struminski and Jeffrey Markowitz; Community Safety, Tim Glascott; Events, Jeanne Gray; Historic
Resources, Polly Kelly; Membership, Paula Arnett; Neighborhood Relations: Patty Hayes; Parks & Beautification,
Laurence Lewis; Planning, Ted Wrobleski; Schools, Marena
Swenson and Jeanne Gray; Garden Walk, Laurence Lewis
and Richard Ashbeck.
Staff of Sheffield Neighborhood News
Communications Co-Chair Christine Struminski, 868-0414
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Jay Becker, 481-1147
Advertising Manager
Rhonda Emrich, 312-203-4747
Items to be considered for the Sheffield Neighborhood
News should be sent to: Jay Becker, Editor, SNA, 2233 N.
Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. Copy deadlines are the first
Tuesdays in February, April, June, August, October, and
December for the following month’s issues; advertising
deadlines are the 10th of February, April, June, August,
October, and December for the following month’s issues.
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Garden Walk weekend reminders

S

heffield neighbors planning parties during
Garden Walk weekend or at any time should
remember the following:
Chicago City ordinance prohibits any
person from drinking alcohol on any public way.
Chicago City ordinance prohibits blocking the
public way, including a sidewalk. The newest ordinance prohibits sound louder than an average conversational level between 10 pm and 8 am if it can
be heard at a distance of 100 feet or more from the
property line. This is in addition to existing restrictions that apply at all times of the day: sound cannot
be audible from a distance of 200 feet or more from
the point of generation, and no person can operate a
radio or tape recorder or similar device on the public
way if the sound generated is audible at a distance
greater than 75 feet.
Sheffield neighbors planning an occasional sale
-- yard, basement, garage, or apartment – should
remember the following:
Occasional sales require a permit. If more than
one household participates in a combined sale,
each must have a separate permit. The free permit is
available at the 43rd Ward Streets & Sanitation office,
1358 W. Webster (6 am to 2:30 pm Monday through
Friday) or at the 32nd Ward office, 2657 N. Clybourn
(10 am to 6 pm Monday through Friday). A permit
form that can be downloaded is available at www.
cityofchicago.org/StreetsAndSan.
In addition, City ordinance prohibits advertising
sales with signs posted anywhere except on the property where the sale takes place. Violators face fines
ranging from $50 to $500 each day.
Finally, please be courteous to your neighbors — residential and business — and to our Garden Walk visitors.

		

		

From 18th District Police
Commander Georgas

D

ear Property Owner,
The Sheffield Garden Walk will be held on
Sautrday, July 19th, and Sunday, July 20th,
2008. This letter is being sent to inform you
that there will be a ZERO tolerance policy on all illegal
activities/behaviors; drinking on the public way, public
urination, moving of indoor furniture outside blocking the public way, or to accommodate overcrowded
house parties, loud music, littering and overcrowded
porches will not be permitted. As a landlord or homeowner, YOU are obligated to monitor illegal behavior
on or in your property. Tenants and property owners
will be held accountable and to the letter of the law.
Property owners will be cited for any violations of the
law or municipal code as appropriate.
As always, the police have worked with the Sheffield Neighbors, the Alderman, businesses and residents to make this a safe and enjoyable event. We try
to educate our community by flyering simple safety
tips/reminders in an effort to be pro-active. Further, we
discuss opportunities to work together at Beat Community Meetings which we invite you to attend the 3rd
Wednesday of every month at St. Michael’s Church,
from 7-8 p.m., 1711 N. Cleveland. We appreciate
your thoughts and ideas and look forward to your continued feedback to help “measure our successes.”
We also encourage you to share your concerns
with The Sheffield Neighbors Association so that they
are aware of the impact their event has on the quality
of life in this area.
Sincerely,
Steve E. Georgas
District Commander, 18th District
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Children’s Memorial Hospital plans move to Streeterville
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

C

hildren’s Memorial Hospital CEO Patrick
Magoon shared with community leaders its
plans to dispose of most of its Lincoln Park
property to support the construction of its
new facility in Streeterville at a recent meeting of its
Community Relations Committee, which includes
representatives of SNA.
However, Children’s will retain the following
Lincoln Park properties: 759 W. Belden, Children’s
Memorial Research Center (CMRC, formerly CMIER,
2430 N. Halsted), 2515 N. Clark, 467 W. Deming, and
Julia Porter Park (Halsted-Lincoln-Fullerton corner).
Some community members expressed concern about
the sale of the parking garage on Lincoln north of
Belden, which neighborhood businesses use for parking
through Children’s neighborhood parking program.
More specifically, Children’s expects to retain
the building at 759 W. Belden, which houses its
human resources, educational, business planning, and
foundation functions, for the next five to ten years. It
expects to maintain Julia Porter Park for the next five to
seven years.
Construction work has begun on the new facility,
located between Superior and Chicago just east of the
new Prentice Women’s Hospital. Ideally, the hospital
wants to monetize the real estate on or around the year
2012, which is when its new facility is scheduled to
open.
At the meeting, 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley
described the community process she envisions for
future use of the sites Children’s will sell, noting that
the sites will be part of a Planned Development. She
plans to establish a committee of representatives from
the community to work with an urban planning group.
The urban planners will provide information regarding
area demographics and parking and traffic data. The
city’s Department of Planning and Development will
select the group from among the preferences Alderman
Daley provided based upon interviews she and her
staff conducted. The selected group will meet with
Alderman Daley, and then with the representatives of
Children’s, followed by a community meeting in the
fall. She also is considering a series of smaller working
group meetings. Daley anticipates that a plan will be
completed by the end of this year.
Ultimately, the hospital can provide the plan to
potential developers for the site. Magoon indicated
that the hospital hoped through the process to gain
an understanding of what the community will accept.
Magoon also noted that as a non-profit enterprise the
hospital will want to obtain maximum value for the
properties.
Children’s new facility will contain 270 private
beds with the capacity to expand to 313. It is

establishing partnerships with educational and cultural
institutions to develop opportunities in public and family
waiting areas. For example, Children’s may adopt animal
icons for way finding, or include a video from the Lincoln
Park Zoo in patient rooms. Among other amenities, the
building will include an overlook to Lake Michigan and a
nearby park on the Chicago side, and a sky garden on the
Superior side.
To see a complete presentation of facts about
the new building and photographs of its design
visit http://www.childrensmemorial.org/documents/
communitypresentation_042408.pdf.
Lincoln Park Community-Wide Forum
Separately, Children’s will convene another Steering
Committee to plan a new project of the Lincoln
Park Community-Wide Forum. In 2007, the Forum
successfully completed “The Year of the Child,” a project
designed to increase community involvement and
investment in the well-being of Lincoln Park through the
promotion of child-focused education and activities. The
Year was comprised of a series of free, family-friendly
events held at local schools and DePaul University
in partnership with Lincoln Park institutions and
organizations: “Celebrate Nature,” “Celebrate Healthy
Living,” “Celebrate the Arts,” and “Celebrate Athletics.”
The Lincoln Park Community-Wide Forum was created in 1999 by community, business, and institutional
organizations located in Lincoln Park, including SNA,
and Children’s Memorial Hospital. The Forum’s mission

WE’VE
SAVED
YOU
A SEAT!

The Sheffield Neighborhood Association is looking
for talented people to join our committees. We have
openings for:
• Beautification
• Community Safety
• Events
• Historic Resources
• Membership
• Newsletter / Website
• Patrons’ Party
• Schools
• ...and more.
For more information, contact SNA at 773-9299255 or sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.
com.

is to leverage the considerable resources of the Lincoln
Park community towards improving the quality of life in
our neighborhood. Its first project focused on improving
the educational experience for students at Lincoln Park
High School by implementing new programs that the Local School Council committed to continuing. The second
connected the Lincoln Park Community through a social
service and community service website, www.lincolnparkconnect.com. The site connects Lincoln Parkers with
all non-profit organizations located in Lincoln Park that
provide community services. It features a community calendar, a searchable database of donated goods accepted
by local organizations, and a list of all social services
available.
To volunteer for the next Forum project, contact Ken
Labok, Children’s Memorial Hospital, 773-880-6851 or
visit www.lincolnparkconnect.com.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.

REMEMBERING 1968 — “The Legacies of 1986 . . . A
City Transformed” was the title of the Spring Program
of the Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
(LPCRI). It was the 18th program of the LPCRI, a
partnership of Lincoln Park community organizations
including SNA and DePaul University to collect, document and preserve the shared history of the Lincoln
Park neighborhood.
Held on June 5, the 40th anniversary of the shooting of Senator Robert F. Kennedy, the program featured
moderator John Dempsey of WLS Radio (substituting
for Mike Flannery, Political Editor of CBS2 News) and
panelists Monroe Anderson, Award Winning Journalist,
Jim Houlihan, Cook County Assessor, and Don Rose,
political consultant. They discussed the events of 1968
and their impact on politics, journalism and society
in subsequent years both locally and nationally. The
panelists took a number of questions and comments
from the audience. A timeline with photos noting the
events of 1968 prepared by DePaul students was also
on display.
The event will be available online for viewing at
http://cgia.depaul.edu. This event was presented in the
memory of Rev. Thomas Munster, C.M.
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Another successful SNA Patrons’ Party!
BY PAULA ARNETT

S

NA is grateful to Lisa & Ron Elkins, 2 point
perspective, inc. for hosting the Patrons’ Party at
2120 N. Bissell on Friday, June 6. Their home
was featured in the June 1 edition of the Chicago Sun-Times and will be broadcast in an upcoming
episode of “Renovation Nation,” the television program
that features eco-sensitive homeowners and builders
who have made the choice to go green. To read the full
Sun-Times article go to http://searchchicago.suntimes.
com/homes/979342,cover01.article.
Neighbors had a chance to meet, snack and
consume beverages thanks to the generosity of these
businesses:
Beverage/Food Sponsors
Chicago Beverage Systems
5 cases of Blue Moon Beer
Chicago Beverage Systems
5 cases of Coors Beer
Dominick’s
2 cases of bottled water,
	1 case of Coke, ice
Dominick’s Sushi Man
Sushi
Ethel’s Chocolates
Chocolates
Kelly’s
Wings, Kelly’s wine
McGee’s
Beef tenderloin with
horseradish sauce sandwiches, mini ham and
turkey croissant sandwiches,hummus on pita,
veggie platter, spinach
artichoke dip, ice
Potbelly
3 large salads
Vanille
Pastries
Wine Discount Center
4 cases of wine

Attendees received an SNA t-shirt and a gift bag
packed full of goodies and coupons from these businesses:
Gift Bag Sponsors

SNA thanks the following volunteers for their work
in putting on the party: Paula Arnett, Debbie Bianco,
Ruthmarie Eisin, Lisa and Ron Elkins as hosts, Crissy

Porch and deck safety measures

T

SNA Board member Paula Arnett (l) with Ruthmarie Eisen.

Sponsors donated a lavish spread of food and drink.
Photos for SNN by Ted Wrobleski

1154 Lill Studio	15% off coupons
All She Wrote
Note pads
Aroma Workshop
20% off coupons
Art Effect
20% off coupons
Chicago Bagel Authority
BO/GO sandwich coupons
Compassionate Veterinary
$25 gift certificates
Dirk’s Fish & Gourmet Shop
$5 off coupons
Einstein Bros. Bagels
Coupon booklets
Fifth Third Bank
Fans
Flounders
BO/GO free appetizer
coupons
Glascott’s
Free wine or beer coupons
Guischic
25% off coupons
HomeMade Pizza
2 random $25 gift certificates and menus
K Paige Salon
Mini hair sprays and 20%
off coupons
Kiehl’s
Lotions, lip glosses, lotions,
shampoos
Kincade’s
Free pitcher of Miller Lite
coupons
L’Occtaine
Shower creams or shower
gels
Londo Mondo
20% off coupon
Lucy
25% off coupons
McGee’s
Free brunch for 2 coupons
Merry Music Makers
Free classes coupons
My Corner Playroom
$5 off passes
National City
T-shirts, pig key chains,
mints
Nookies
$10 gift certificate
Omaha Steaks
Coupons
Potbelly
Free sandwich coupons,
magnets and menus
Snippet’s Mini Cuts
$2/$5 off coupons
Spex
$65 off coupons
Starbucks
Coffee beans
State Restaurant	10% off coupons
Stinky Pants	15% off coupons
Tabula Tua
$25 off $50 purchase coupons
Thai Wild Ginger Restaurant	10% off coupons
The Left Bank
Lavender sachets
Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans
Ground coffee
Twisted Lizzard	15% off coupons
Under Things
20% off coupons
U-Store-It
Key chains and pens
Victory Gardens
$10 off and free drink coupons w/flower seeds
Vria Amour	15% off coupons
We’ll Clean Car Wash
$10 gift certificates
Wine Discount Center
$10 off coupons

Lisa and Ron Elkins hosted the 2008 Patrons’ Party.

43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley with SNA Board member
Polly Kelly.

Lucado, Madelyn MacMahon, Mary Newman, Jean Robinson, Colleen Sheehan and Christine Struminski.
If you did not receive the SNA t-shirt you ordered or
if you would like to purchase a SNA t-shirt for $10 each,
please contact Paula Arnett, 773-572-6525 or parnett@
rubloff.com, to make arrangements.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, SNA Patrons’
Party Chair, and a Broker Associate with Rubloff specializing in residential real estate sales for over 25 years.

he City of Chicago warns residents of the danger of
overloading porches or decks with people, grills, or
heavy lawn furniture. The warning emphasizes that
porches are designed to provide ingress and egress
to dwelling units and not to serve as storage areas or venues
for large parties. Property owners, landlords, and tenants
share the responsibility of maintaining a safe environment.
This warning is especially important for those of you
who plan summer parties, especially during the upcoming
Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival.
The warning enumerates signs of a structurally unsound porch or deck system:
•
Decks pulling away from the exterior wall
•
Weak footing at ground level
•
Extensive exterior peeling paint
•
Loose handrails
•
Cracked or rotted members (steps, handrails, decking)
•
Leaking roof structures, gutters, and downspouts
above the system
•
Loose and rotting decking and floor joists
•
Improper connection of structural members (e.g.,
upright and lookouts)
•
Balusters improperly installed and maintained
The Chicago Building Code establishes the standards
for porch and deck construction. The city recommends hiring a licensed contractor with extensive experience building or repairing porches and decks. The building owner
bears the ultimate responsibility for obtaining a building
permit to install or repair a porch or deck, however. Architectural drawings may be required: porch and deck prototype construction guidelines and standards are available.
For additional information about porch and deck
safety, including a guide to maintenance and evaluation,
guides to design, and Porch FAQs, visit www.cityofchicago.org, or contact the Department of Buildings at 312744-3600 or buildings@cityofchicago.org. Most important, report signs of structural problems to 311; a building
inspector then will investigate.

													

Market reminders

Garden Walk
Continued from page 1

Walk website, sheffieldfestivals.org/volunteer, to select
your area of volunteering, date and time. All volunteers
will receive complimentary food and beverages as well
as being invited to the President’s Party on July 18.
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Kelly’s Pub celebrates 75th anniversary
Photo for SNN by Ted Wrobleski

T

he Farmers’ Market in Lincoln Park takes place on
Saturdays in the Lincoln Park High School Parking lot at Armitage and Orchard. Market hours
through the end of October are 7 am to 2 pm. No
parking is allowed in the lot; however, parking meters are
available on the north side of Armitage near the school.
This is one of the busiest markets in the area, featuring
vegetables, fruits, flowers, prepared goods, baked goods,
and some specialty items.
The Green City Market, Chicago’s only sustainable
green market, celebrates its 10th anniversary this year; look
for special events commemorating this milestone.
The market takes place near the south end of Lincoln
Park between Stockton Drive and Clark near Menomonee
on Wednesdays and Saturdays. The market will continue
through October; market hours are 7 am to 1:30 pm.
Discounted parking is available for $8 for the first two
hours at the Piper’s Alley Self Park Garage located at 230
W. North. Additional discounted parking is available for
$9 for the first two hours with validation in the parking lot
off of Stockton Drive at North Avenue. Customers must
pick up a validation coupon at the Information Desk to receive the discounted price. Also note that the free Lincoln
Park Trolley, which runs every 20 minutes, stops directly in
front of the market.
The Green City Market features organic fruits and vegetables, heirloom tomatoes, artisanal cheeses, orchard fruits,
organic breads, herbs, organic free-range chicken, turkey,
eggs, grains, hormone-free beef, caviar, vinegars, mustards,
horseradish, maple syrup, honey, flowers, and more.
The Green City Market also offers a “Green Market
Café” serving breakfast crepes, paninis, burgers, and pastries,
all with ingredients sourced from the markets’ farmers. It
also features chef cooking demonstrations, children’s educational programs, and discussions about health and nutrition.
For more information about the Green City Market and
its programs, call 773-435-0280 or visit www.chicagogreencitymarket.org. For more information about Farmers’ Markets, contact the Department of Special Events at
312-744-3315 or farmersmarket@cityofchicago.org, or visit
www.cityofchicago.org/specialevents.

Sheffield Neighborhood News

BY TED WROBLESKI

P

roving it’s never too late to celebrate the repeal
of prohibition, Kelly’s Pub, 949 W. Webster,
celebrated its 75th anniversary on the weekend
of June 7- 8. Kelly’s Pub was one of the first
bars in Lincoln Park to open its doors after prohibition in
1933, beginning its historic run as one of Chicago’s oldest
family-owned taverns.
As part of the celebration, a number of Kelly family
members and friends sported 1930’s apparel and 75-cent
beers were sold. Irish dancers and other entertainment
appeared throughout the weekend.
Kelly’s was originally known as the El Tap, referencing to the nearby el tracks (and a Webster Avenue station until 1947). It has been continually owned by the
Kelly family with neighborhood fixtures John and Polly
Kelly the current proprietors. Kelly’s has been known as
a friendly neighborhood tavern and a center for supporters of DePaul athletics. Movies, including “About
Last Night,” have been filmed there. Writers such as Bill

SNA Board member Polly Kelly (third from left) and
members of the Kelly family gather to mark the pub’s 75th
anniversary.

Granger have set their stories there. Barring a reinstatement of Prohibition, Kelly’s Pub should be around for at
least another 75 years.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.

St. Vincent DePaul donates computers

A

donation from an endowed fund at St. Vincent de Paul Center has enabled more than 500 local children,
ranging in age from pre-K to 9 years, to acquire laptop computers from the One Laptop Per Child Project
(OLPC) with an additional 1,000 computers being donated to a third-world African country.
“For many of the children at St. Vincent’s, their only exposure to computers are at the Center, a sad
reality considering that it could put our kids at a disadvantage as we move closer to a global information economy,”
said Sr. Renèe Rose, D.C., Chief Executive Officer, Daughters of Charity Ministries of Chicago. “Through this investment, we are able to help bring technology and all it has to offer to the homes of these young kids, where their
parents and siblings can also benefit from its use.”
The XO laptop computer, designed by OLPC for children in developing countries around the world, has begun
to emerge in many U.S. schools, homes and youth organizations. Michael Sturch, a 30-year friend, supporter and
Board member of St. Vincent’s, learned of the program and encouraged the fund to buy 1000 laptops through
OLPC’s humanitarian efforts.
Half of this purchase will go to kids of St. Vincent de Paul Center, Marillac Social Center and other Daughters of
Charity Child Care Agencies with the remaining machines going to children at Ethiopian schools identified by Chicago philanthropist Ann Lurie. Additionally, the OLPC program has will match the laptops designated for schools in
Ethiopia.

Neighborhood Organizations
Funds raised during the Sheffield Garden Walk and
Festival go to each of the three schools in our neighborhood and the nationally ranked Lincoln Park High
School as well as to neighborhood beautification and
other worthy charitable activities. The donation is $6
till 4 pm and $10 after 4 pm. The Garden Walk and
Festival will run from noon to 9:30 pm on Saturday and
Sunday. The gardens are open for viewing noon to 5:30
pm both days.
Please go to our website, sheffieldgardenwalk.
com, for more information.
SEE YOU AT THE GARDEN WALK, JULY 19-20!
Laury Lewis is co-chairman of the 40th Annual Sheffield
Garden Walk and Festival.

IT’S TROLLEY TIME — 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley again is funding the popular and free Lincoln Park Trolley this
summer. Trolley service began on Memorial Day weekend and will operate on weekends and holidays through September 3. The trolley runs every 20 to 30 minutes from 10 am through 6 pm. The route is the same route as last year,
as depicted in the map. It includes stops at three area parking facilities: Children’s Memorial Hospital parking garage,
Lincoln Park Hospital parking garage and Chicago History Museum parking lot. Trolley maps will be available at the
43rd Ward Office, 735 W. Wrightwood, and at various locations throughout the ward. They also are available online at
www.cityofchicago.org/transportation/trolleys.
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Renovated Armitage el station opens
BY TED WROBLESKI

A

fter over a year of work, the CTA reopened
the Armitage El Station on June 5. The
historic station house on the north side of Armitage has been restored with new windows
and doors and a thorough cleaning and tuckpointing.
A new entrance was created on the east side of the
station house. The station now includes new floors and
stairs and an elevator for handicapped accessibility.
The station platform has been lengthened to accommodate longer eight-car trains on the Brown Line and
the platforms have been widened. In order to blend in
with the Chicago Armitage-Halsted Landmark District
and the Sheffield National Historic District, the portions
of the platform railing visible from Armitage have a diamond-mesh design derived from the original metalwork
at the station and these portions are painted dark brown
while the rest of the station has the bare galvanized
steel used in most other stations along the Brown line.
Gooseneck lighting fixtures were also used to reference
the historic character of the area.
The re-opening was recognized in a ceremony on
June 6 with CTA Director Ron Huberman and Alderman Vi Daley in attendance. Huberman noted the
progress being made with the Brown Line renovation
project and said that the CTA now plans to complete
the Fullerton and Belmont stations ahead of schedule to
eliminate the delays caused by the temporary threetrack configuration. He noted the CTA’s effort to recognize the historic character of the Armitage station while
still providing the updating needed for better service.
This effort was largely a result of the continuous effort
of community members, Alderman Daley’s office, and
historic preservation agencies and groups to remind the
CTA of their legal obligation to recognize the station’s
historic character under city, state and federal law.
The station also includes art work installed as a
part of the CTA Arts in Transit program. The artwork is
a mosaic of photographic glass tiles done by Jonathan
Gitelson. Passengers at the Armitage station were interviewed and asked to share a memory or story relating
to the el. Photos were taken of locations described
in the interviews and combined with excerpts of text.
Recordings of the original interviews and the photos
that were inspired by them are available at www.chica-

New artwork provides a backdrop as the Armitage station is
reopened by Elizabeth Kelly, Director, Public Art Program,
Joanna Goebel, Public Art Coordinator, SNA Planning Chair
Ted Wrobleski, 43rd Ward Ald. Vi Daley and CTA President
Ron Huberman.

goelstories.com. However, despite innumerable meetings
of the Brown Line Task Force and particularly regarding
the Armitage station, this particular artwork was selected
without any input from the community.
The station is not complete. A number of details
remain to be completed in the station and on the platform. The temporary entrance/exit on the south side of
Armitage is now closed. It will become an exit only and
the surface at ground level will be improved with planters
and other amenities. Once it is opened, the full character
of the new Armitage station will be revealed.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.

Buzz over to Trebes Park
for the “Bee Movie!”

T

he 2008 Trebes Park Concert and Movie Series, sponsored by the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association and the Chicago Park District, will
wrap up on Thursday, August 21, from dusk to
10 pm, with a showing of the film “Bee Movie.” Bring
your picnic baskets and blankets to enjoy the sounds
of talented local musicians and the viewing of a great
movie. Please join us and enjoy the summer under the
stars with your neighbors.

Notes from our elected officials

T

From 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack:
his summer, one area of focus I will have will
be to improve constituents’ daily environment. I plan to spend the bulk of my 2008
menu money on repairing streets and alleys.
As you’ve probably noticed, the 32nd Ward is filled with
crumbling streets, alleys that slope into backyards and
garages, which exacerbate flooding, and deteriorating sewers. While we may not be able to eliminate all
of these issues in 2008, I am hopeful that we can see
improvement.
Street cleaning began on April 1. The “no parking”
signs posted on street cleaning days are now colorcoded and easier to understand. You can also check
street cleaning schedules on-line at www.cityofchicago.
org/ward32.
At City Council’s Landmarking Committee, I supported designating landmark status to various buildings
along the Damen-Milwaukee-North corridor in order to
preserve the historical, cultural, and architectural significance of the area. This week, the Committee assisted
the Landmarks Commission in preliminarily landmarking numerous banks from the pre-Great Depression that
exemplified neighborhood banking structures. These
included 32nd Ward banks at Marshfield and Lincoln
and Fullerton and Janssen.
The Human Relations Committee had a lively
discussion with representatives from the University of
Chicago about Sudan divestment policies. The City
Council eventually passed a resolution calling for the
University to divest from Sudan. UIC and Northwestern
have already divested, while the State of Illinois and
Senator Durbin have passed bipartisan legislation to
call for divestment.
Board of Education President Rufus Williams visited
the Education Committee to discuss problems associated with dwindling Local School Council involvement

over the past two decades. As reported at the meeting,
the number of votes in LSC elections citywide dropped
from 311,946 in 1989 to 100,776 in 2006 and the number of LSC candidates dropped from 17,096 in 1989 to
7,059 in 2006. While this trend exists in the 32nd Ward,
we are fortunate to have many active LSCs with involved
candidates and communities. More disturbing to learn,
was the state of some schools on the South Side where
three or four children are sharing one outdated book.
Many constituents have been asking about my
position on the Children’s Museum relocation. I am
adamantly opposed to the Mayor’s decision to move the
Chicago Children’s Museum into Grant Park. We should
protect Grant Park’s open space that for over 170 years
has been one of our city’s most lasting public assets.
Whatever the reasons are for the push to relocate at Grant
Park, the availability of dozens of other locations in the
city makes the argument nonsensical.
If you want to receive our e-mail newsletters twice
a month, please contact our office at 32ndward@gmail.
com. Please feel free to contact me or any member of
my staff with questions at 773-248-1330 or 32ndward@
gmail.com or join me at Ward Night, every Monday (city
holidays excluded) from 5 pm until 8 pm at my office at
2657 N. Clybourn.
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SNA seeks donation requests
During the annual budgeting process, a subcommittee
will evaluate the donation requests that the Association
received throughout the year. To be eligible for a donation, the applicant must be a not-for-profit group that
meets at least one of the following criteria:
1. It offers programs that provide a needed
or useful service to residents of the Sheffield
neighborhood.
2. It is located in or near the Sheffield neighborhood and has a history of being a good
neighbor.
3. It offers programs or services that the board
of the SNA believes contribute substantially to
the betterment of the larger community or meet
a specific need targeted by the board.
In addition, requests must be in writing, offer some
background about the applicant, explain how the
request fits the criteria, and describe how and when the
applicant will use the funds. These are neighborhood
funds: help the board determine how best to support
your neighborhood.
Donation request forms are available by calling the
Association at 773-929-9255 or sending an email request
to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.
SNA seeks nominations for Star Award
SNA established the Sheffield Star Award to build
community spirit by publicly recognizing someone
who embodies that spirit. The Association presents the
Award at its Annual Meeting in January.
Help SNA acknowledge someone special: nominate someone who made a unique contribution to the
Association in 2008, generated exceptional work in the
community in 2008, or has provided long-term service
to Sheffield. The recipient can be a resident, a business owner, a student, a public official, or anyone who
positively contributed to the neighborhood; the recipi-

Photo for SNN by Eric Craig Studios

Help SNA to keep our neighborhood great
ent need not be a member of the Association.
To submit a nomination, please provide the nominee’s name, address, and telephone number along with a
description of the nominee’s qualifications for the award.
Include your name and contact information, as well.
Send this information to the Association at 2233 N. Kenmore or via email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
SNA seeks candidates for Board of Directors
Over the years, the Association has striven to maintain a
board composition that reflects the entire Sheffield neighborhood, including businesses and institutions along with
residents and property owners. At the same time, the
Association has tried to maintain a mix of new and experienced board members and a mix of long-time Sheffield
neighbors and recent arrivals.
At its Annual Meeting in January, the Association
members elect five (of the 15) directors along with each
of the six officers. Directors serve three-year terms; officers serve one-year terms. The Nominating Committee
soon will begin to review candidates for the 2009 SNA
board in anticipation of presenting a slate to the current board at its December meeting. (Per the Bylaws,
members also may nominate candidates by submitting
the name of an eligible member to the Secretary 45 days
before the election.)
Any person who is a member in good standing is eligible to be elected as a director or Secretary, Treasurer, or
Assistant Treasurer. A director in good standing who has
served on the board for one year is eligible to be elected
President, First Vice-President, or Second Vice-President.
Any member in good standing is entitled to vote for directors and officers; new members’ voting rights begin 30
days after joining the Association.
A member must be at least 18 years of age and reside
within the Association’s boundaries, or own property or a
business within the boundaries, or be a religious organization or institution within the boundaries. A membership
form is included in each issue of this newsletter and is available on the SNA website, www.sheffieldneighborhood.org;
forms also are available upon request by calling or sending
an email message to the Association.
If you are interested in serving or know someone who
would be a valuable addition to the board, please contact
the Association by calling 773-929-9255 or sending an
email message to the Association. Those interested should
provide a brief resume that includes a description of any
volunteer experience. Keep in mind that ours is a “working” board, i.e., we need nominees who can offer both their
experience and time.
If you are unable to spare the time commitment
required of an officer or director, or simply want to learn
more about the Association before making that commitment, consider committee work. Much of the work
of the Association is accomplished via the committees,
which make recommendations to the board. Spreading
the work of the Association beyond the board through
its committees eases the burden on directors and officers
and, more important, creates opportunities for broader
participation of SNA membership.
Finally, we need two members to serve on the
Nominating Committee; please contact the Association
immediately if you are interested. Members interested
in serving on the Budget Committee should contact SNA
Assistant Treasurer Hamish Forrest at 773-525-3584.

NEW ON THE SCENE — The latest addition to Sheffield’s
art scene is an elegant sculpture named “3 Bars” by
Jason Verbeek. The limestone and stainless-steel piece is
located on the southwest corner of Dickens and Halsted,
strategically placed to engage Oz Park patrons heading
east/west as well as retail consumers traveling north/
south. The sculpture is part of the rotating Lakefront
Sculpture Exhibit that, this year, is bringing 20 pieces of
art worth over $500,000 to the 43rd and 44th wards. The
not-for-profit program is funded entirely with private
donations and will include a kick-off party in mid-July
when brochures and maps become available. All of the
works will be on display for one year and will be available for purchase at the end of the show (the artists have
received a $1,500 award for their participation in the
show). The eight-year-old program has been featured in
Sculpture magazine and has resulted in the placement of
many works of art into permanent collections.

DePaul selects new leaders
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

D

ePaul has announced that its Board of Trustees
selected Bob Kozoman, a 25-year veteran of
DePaul, to become its Executive Vice-President. Previously, Kozoman served in a variety
of financial, systems, and administrative roles. Since
September 2007, he has served as interim Executive
Vice-President and in that capacity has been working
with the community through the Neighborhood Advisory Committee, which includes SNA representatives.
DePaul also has announced that Chicago Library
Commissioner Mary A. Dempsey has been elected by
her colleagues on DePaul’s Board of Trustees to chair the
board. Dempsey is a DePaul College of Law graduate
and has been a member of DePaul’s Board of Trustees for
the past decade. She will be the first woman in DePaul’s
history to chair the university’s top governing body.
Dempsey has served since 2001 as vice chair. She
succeeds John Simon, a Sheffield resident who led the
board for the past four years. She has been a champion for improving academic quality, expanding the
availability of financial aid, and ensuring that DePaul
students have facilities that are well-equipped and conducive to learning.
As chair, Dempsey will work to complete DePaul’s
VISION twenty12 and launch a fundraising campaign.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.

We’d like photos!

Do you have pictures of events and happenings in the Sheffield neighborhood from block parties, school graduations,
unusual scenes or SNA-sponsored events like the Garden
Walk and the Spaghetti Dinner? Send your pix to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com, Subject: “2007 Pix”
by December 15. Be sure to include your name and a very
brief description of the event...who/what/where/when. Thanks!
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SHEFFIELD’S BUSINESSES

SNA Business Members

Neighborhood business spotlight

Please support the following SNA Business Members:

BY CHRISTINE STRUMINSKI

V

rai Amour — French for “true love” — is a
neighborhood cheese and wine store, which
has a friendly, warm atmosphere where neighbors become friends.
What started out as general chit-chat in the car
during a long drive from northern Michigan turned into
more than just a conversation a couple of months later.
After agreeing to go forward with a plan on a piece
of paper, Dave and Matt Somsky began looking for a
storefront. Vrai Amour moved to 953 W. Webster at the
beginning of October 2007 and opened its doors on
March 29, 2008.
Vrai Amour is a gourmet food, value-oriented wine,
specialty, and craft beer store. Robert Rothschild crackers and dips fill shelves while being accompanied by
Cherry Republic sweets and chocolate-covered cherries. There are two deli coolers that house gluten-free
Usinger’s sausages, Boar’s Head meats and cheeses,
and other cheeses from DeMill in Wisconsin and
Cypress Grove in California. Take a trip to Germany
for authentic German-style bratwurst from Usinger’s or
to Italy for a great stick of Genoa Salami from Boar’s
Head. Pair the Cypress Grove Fog Lights cheese with a
bottle of Brassfield Pinot Grigio for that perfect summer

Join SNA today!

W

e need your support. Founded in
1959, SNA is a volunteer group of
businesses and residents working together to improve the conditions of life,
work, recreation, health and safety of our neighborhood. Here are some of the things SNA does for you:
• Sponsors forums for neighbors to present
their views on planning and development
matters, parking and other important issues.
• Serves a neighborhood advocate working
with the Alderman’s office and city departments to help provide insight and guidance
on the needs of the neighborhood.
• Publishes and distributes the bi-monthly
Sheffield Neighborhood News to every doorstep keeping the neighborhood informed of
events, activities and plans which impact
their quality of life.
• Works to beautify the neighborhood by
planting and maintaining the planters on or
corners and hanging from the lampposts on
our commercial streets.
• Sponsors the annual Sheffield Garden Walk
and Festival.
• Donates funds raised from the Garden Walk
to local schools and non-profit institutions
within and serving the neighborhood.
As a dues-paying member, you will receive email
notices of Sheffield events, plans and issues.
SNA welcomes the followinand Kevin Farrell,
Patrick Kennedy, Cinnamin Malone, Elizabeth and
Tobin Richter, Randy and Fiona Royer, Michael and
Joan Sapp, Stacia Schlosser, Ryan Shanley, Michele
Smith, and Joe and Shelley Sundberg.
SNA also welcomes the following new business
members: A. Finkl & Sons of 2011 N. Southport,
Allen Tiernan Real Estate LLC of 1530 W. Fullerton,
Anderson Certified Cleaning Technicians of 2250 N.
Bissell, Baker Construction Group of 2222 N. Elston
#201, CBC Architects, Inc., Dandamudi’s Custom
Cabinetry of 2121 N. Clybourn #C3, Koenig & Strey
of 1214 W. Webster, Nookies Too of 2114 N. Halsted, Potbelly Sandwich Works of 1422 W. Webster,
Spex of 2136 N. Halsted, The Ivy Apartments of 2437
N. Southport and Vrai Amour of 953 W. Webster.
Please support our local businesses!
If you are not now a member, we urge you to
join. Membership dues are: $20 Family; $15 Individual, $5 Senior, $45 Business. Please complete
the enclosed form and mail it with your check to the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you have not received
your membership window decal and would like to
display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com. In addition, if you
have not paid your membership dues, SNA would
appreciate your payment.



A variety of wines and cheeses is available at Vrai Amour.

day. In excess of 30 summer whites are chilled for your
enjoyment.
The most expensive bottle of wine in the store is
in the low $30s; from $8.99 and up you can explore
a worldwide range of whites and reds. Try a Vouvray
(Chenin Blanc) from France or Passion has Red Lips, an
Australian Cabernet Sauvignon/Shiraz blend by Some
Young Punks. If a cold brew sounds appealing, check out
the vast selection of microbrews and craft beers in the
back cooler. At Vrai Amour, you can buy a single beer or
create your own six-pack. Create a line of IPAs ranging
from Dogfish 60 Minute to the latest special for Chicago
from Kalamazoo Brewing Co. (Bell’s Beer), Hopsolution.
From crackers to cheese, wine and beer, or Ghiradelli
chocolate, Vrai Amour can even help your old pup’s
bones, joints, and arthritis with natural cherry concentrate dog bones and treats from Overby Farms. Indulge
your senses and pick up a bag of Austrian whole bean
or ground Julius Meinl coffee or a box of Oriental Apple
tea. Excellent case discounts are available for your next
special event and Vrai Amour will soon be able to ship
product throughout the U.S. Gift baskets and gift cards
will be available soon. Stop by, say hi, and let Dave and
Matt help you pick that perfect bottle of wine.
Vrai Amour may be reached at 773-549-9740 or
www.vraiamour.com.
Debbie Bianco is on vacation; SNA Communications Committee Chair Christine Struminski is filling in for this issue.

Festivals sponsored
by SNA affiliates

TASTE OF LINCOLN AVENUE
Wrightwood Neighbors Association
July 26-27
773-298-6000, www.wrightwoodneighbors.org,
www.chicagoevents.com
FIREMEN’S COOK-OFF 2008
Park West Community Association
August 16-17
773-506-4460, www.parkwestcommunity.com/events
Also check out:
SUMMER IN THE CITY
St. Teresa Church
Date TBD
773-528-6650, www.st-teresa.net

2 point perspective, inc.
2120
A Finkl & Sons
2011	
AAA Chicago
2121	
Alderman Vi Daley
735
All She Wrote
825
Allen Tiernan Real Estate LLC	1530
Anderson Certified Cleaning
Technicians
2250
Anne Roberts Gardens, Inc.
4118
Art Effect
934
Baker Construction Group
2222
Bank Financial
2424
Beaumont Bar & Grill
2020
CBC Architects, Inc.		
Citizens Bed & Breakfast for
Dogs
2274
Children’s Memorial Hospital 2300
Dandamudi’s Custom Cabinetry 2121	
DePaul University	1	
DePaul Library
2350
Dog-a-holics
904
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop 2070
Edible Arrangements
2223
Fifth Third Bank
900
Furla Lincoln Park	1211	
General Iron Industries, Inc.	1909
Glascott & Associates
2156
Greater Little Rock Church
834
Hellman Frame Shop
2152
HomeMade Pizza Co
850
ICM Properties	1438
K. Paige Salon
956
Kelly’s Pub
949
Kiehls Since 1851	
907
Kincade’s
950
Koenig & Strey - Michael
Bauknecht/ Dana Dinello	1214
La Canasta Restaurant	1119
Lori’s Designer Shoes
824
Lincoln Park Chamber of
Commerce	1925
Lincoln Park Parents Assn.
2045
		
M&R Car Imports Service	1951	
McDonald’s
2400
McGee’s
950
Milito Car Wash	1106
Milito Mobil	1106
My Corner Playroom
2121	
National City Bank
921	
Potbelly Sandwich Works	1422
Robinson’s No. 1 Ribs
655
Sai Café, Inc.
2010
Secretary of State Jesse White
300
Sir Speedy	1711	
Spex
2136
St. James Lutheran Church
2101	
St. Josaphat Church
2311	
St. Vincent DePaul Church	1010
State Restaurant
935
Stella Lily Studio One
2154
Sweet Mandy B’s	1208
Tabula Tua	1015
Tarantino’s	1112
The Ivy Apartments
2437
The Second Child
954
Treasure Island Foods, Inc.
2121	
Victory Gardens Theater
2257
Vrai Amour
953
Wallace Realty	1700
Webster’s Wine Bar	1480

N. Bissell
N. Southport
N. Clybourn
W. Wrightwood
W. Armitage
W. Fullerton
N. Bissell
N. Kostner
W. Armitage
N. Elston
N. Clark
N. Halsted
N. Clybourn
Children’s Plaza
N. Clybourn
E. Jackson
N. Kenmore
W. Armitage
N. Clybourn
N. Clybourn
W. Armitage
W. Webster
N. Clifton
N. Halsted
W. Armitage
N. Bissell
W. Armitage
W. Belmont
W. Webster
W. Webster
W. Armitage
W. Armitage
W. Webster
W. Webster
W. Armitage
N. Clybourn
N. Lincoln Park
West
N. Sheffield
N. Lincoln
W. Webster
W. Fullerton
W. Fullerton
N. Clybourn
W. Armitage
W. Webster
W. Armitage
N. Sheffield
W. Hill #714
N. Clybourn
N. Halsted
N. Fremont
N. Southport
W. Webster
W. Webster
N. Bissell
W. Webster
W. Armitage
W. Armitage
N. Southport
W. Armitage
N. Clybourn
N. Lincoln
W. Webster
N. Ashland
W. Webster

How can I....

		

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check for $_____
$20
Family membership		
$15
Individual membership

$5
$45

Senior membership
Business membership

Name:
Address:
Phone:						

E-mail:

Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614.
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A thoughtful approach to the urban garden
BY ANDREA ELLISON AND MARK MOXLEY

G

ardening is one way to connect our busy
lives with nature’s beauty. Many city dwellers now identify gardening as an important
part of life away from jobs and responsibilities, relief from the industrial scenery and traffic that
surrounds us. So we expend much energy and effort
developing gardens that connect us to the outdoors.
Urban gardening, however, presents unique and
sometimes complicated challenges. These include
limited space or access, drainage problems, poor soil,
or unfavorable growing conditions related to sunlight or
insufficient moisture. Today’s urban gardener also prefers methods of gardening that are healthy for people,
pets, and the planet.
Contact a Design Professional
Making the most of an urban garden can be much
easier with help from qualified landscape or garden
designers, because they have experience in solving
the challenges of low sunlight, small spaces, rooftop
designs, and limited access locations. The designer can
help even the do-it-yourself gardener organize their
space and create a long term plan.
Many such professionals are located in Chicago.
“We are routinely reminded about the depth of experience available in our city,” said Andrew Clauson of
Lake Street Landscape Supply. “It is really great to see
these designers and installers stop by our yard to dis-

cuss their work. We are surrounded by talent.”
Here are some things these designers can help you
consider when planning an urban garden.
Start with the Soil
Whether a garden is at ground level, on a balcony, or 20
stories in the air, the most fundamental component of
developing a garden is ensuring a healthy soil. Typically,
this is done by either amending existing soil to address a
garden’s specific needs or by excavating and replenishing with an appropriate soil mix. “It is easier than ever
to find good quality amendments,” says Clauson. “The
market now demands that suppliers carry a number of
healthy soil amendments, including those with nutrientrich organic material.”
Not all soils are the same. Some gardeners are looking
for a basic garden mix. Others need soil for a rose garden, a vegetable garden, or a planter on the roof. Each
of these specific purposes requires different ingredients,
sometimes together with organic fertilizers, to optimize
the potential of the garden.
Don’t Forget the Stone
Often the next step in garden development is to define the space using hardscape materials. However, the
number of choices can be overwhelming. Whether one is
looking for a modern patio, an old-world clay walk, stone
walls or boulders; spending some time looking through a
supply yard will make it easier to find stone that will give
a garden unique character.
Give it a Finishing Touch
Many gardens enjoy finishing details that make the
garden function well for the long term. Water features, a
gas grill, drip irrigation, and lighting are examples. While
these items may be part of the long-term vision but not
included in the initial layout, allowances should be made
early on. With a long-term plan in mind, an experienced
landscape designer can help design and execute shortterm solutions for your garden with the specific challenges at your location.
Andrea Ellison and Mark Moxley are on staff at Lake
Street Landscape Supply.

Kudos to you?

D

id you get a book published, star in a play,
win the Nobel Prize, become voted the
volunteer of the year? Or any other great
acheivement? Let us know so that the
community can celebrate that event with you. You
are the fabric of the community and we should all
applaud. Send a brief description of the info to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com, Subject:
“2007 Kudos” by December 15. Thanks!

Join the
team
ould you like to see your name in print?

W

Do you have a sharp eye, a keen ear or a
strong nose? The Sheffield Neighborhood
News would love to have you on our
team to photograph, report and share information on
local events.
For more information, contact SNA at 773-929-9255
or sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

Real estate activity still down and prices are up
BY PAULA ARNETT

R

eal estate activity in the Sheffield neighborhood* is still sluggish and prices are still up as
shown by the numbers on the accompanying
chart. While total number of properties listed
is down by 26% for this period compared to last year,
the number of single-family homes listed is up by 7%,
and condos are down by 37%. The total number of
contracts for this period compared to last year is down
by 34% because condo contracts are down by 37%.
But prices are up: single-family up by almost 10%,
condos about the same and multi-units up by 11%.
My 10th Annual 2006-2007 Sheffield Neighborhood Real Estate Market Report has been sent and is
available electronically. If you have not received last

year’s report and would like a copy, please contact me at
773-294-1822 or parnett@rubloff.com.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, SNA Patrons’
Party Chair, and a Broker Associate with Rubloff specializing in residential real estate sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.
Jan. 1 thru June 10, 2008
No.
No. Under No.
Listed Contract
Closed
Single Family 48
20	11	
Condo	103
52
41	
Multi Unit	14
5
6
Vacant Land
7	1	
0
Total
172
78
58

Avg.
Sold Price
$1,637,545
$493,363
$1,188,733
$0

Jan. 1 thru June 10, 2007
No.
No. Under No.
Avg
Listed Contract
Closed Sold Price
Single Family 45
21	16
$1,492,781
Condo	163
83
59
$496,403
Multi Unit	18
7
4
$1,070,625
Vacant Land
8
2
0
$0
Total
234	113
79
Data compiled from Multiple Listing Service of Northern
Illinois on June 13, 2008.
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