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Join the Advisory Councils for our neighborhood parks
BY LAURY LEWIS

T

he Chicago Park District (CPD) has notified the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA) that
Park Advisory Councils (PACs) must be formed
for both Trebes Park and Clover Playlot.
The CPD is committed to the improvement of its
parks by enhancing their maintenance, beauty and recreational programs. A successful partnership between
the PAC and the CPD can help enhance the parks as
important centers of community activity. PACs are independent and separate entities apart from the CPD. Their
role is to provide recommendations and suggestions to
the CPD regarding their respective parks and have no
authority or power related to the CPD, City of Chicago
or State of Illinois.The CPD cannot provide funding for
a PAC and may not hold funds for a PAC. Membership
in the PAC is voluntary and the CPD accepts no responsibility for the actions of PAC officers and members. The
CPD reserves all authority to make policy and administrative decisions. PAC’s may not mandate activities,
programs or policies. The CPD retains all authority to
set fee structures and establish operating procedures for
the park facilities.
The purpose and goals of the PAC include:
1. To provide the CPD’s local, regional and
administrative staff with an advisory voice
on matters relating to its specific park. These
include facilities improvements, programming,
landscaping, budgeting, safety/security and
overall evaluations of service.
2. Conducting fundraising events for the purpose
of generating revenue to fund the purchase of
equipment, additional programming or other
improvements.
The benefits of a PAC include:
1.
Recognition as an organization that can
effectively relate the community’s goals and visions for
the parks to the CPD.
2.
Updates on various park projects and
programs.

SNA Spaghetti Dinner
set for November 22

N
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CHERRY AVENUE BRIDGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
— The Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT)
is rehabilitating the historic Cherry Avenue Bridge
over the North Branch Canal. The project includes
rehabbing the bridge structure, deck and railings; upgrading the approaches; painting; adding new lighting
and landscaping; and installing new sidewalks. During
construction, the bridge will be closed to all pedestrian traffic. Work will continue through spring 2009.
For more information, call 312-744-3600, e-mail cdotnews@cityofchicago.org, or visit www.cityofchicago.
org/transportation.

Brown Line renovation update
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

ow that the Garden Walk and Festival is
over, the next big SNA event wlll be the
annual Spaghetti Dinner. The 2008 dinner
will be held on Saturday, November 22, at
DePaul University’s Cortelyou Commons, 2324 N.
Fremont, from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm.
A longstanding neighborhood tradition, the
SNA Spaghetti Dinner brings friends and neighbors
together for a relaxed evening of food, beverages,
music, an auction and family fun.
Tickets, which will be available at the door, will
cost $6 for adults and $4 for children and seniors.
Food and beverages are included in the ticket price.
For more information, call SNA at 773-929-9255
or send email to sheffieldneighborhood@hotmail.
com.

Activity continues
despite tough times
— Planning Report

3.
Appropriate space (when/where available) for
meetings of the PAC.
4.
A link to the PAC web page included on the CPD
web site.
5.
Invitation to the annual “Advisory Council
Appreciation Day” picnic.
The SNA is asking for volunteers to submit applications to become PAC members. A PAC member can be a
member of more than one PAC; however, a PAC member
cannot be an officer of more than one PAC. Any person
who is a resident of the City of Chicago can become a
voting member of the PAC. The PAC will not discriminate because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
ancestry, age, marital status, physical or mental handicap,
unfavorable discharge from the military, parental status or
sexual orientation.
The PAC will consist of at least three members, including the elected officers. Every member must complete a membership application. Any member whose
work involves contact with children or any finances must
submit a volunteer application to the CPD and may be
asked to submit to a criminal background check. There
must be a minimum of one annual meeting for the election of officers and the term for each officer is one year.
The SNA would like to receive the applications to submit
to the CPD by the end of 2008. After applications are
received, an annual meeting date can be set for election
of officers. You may obtain an application and review the
PAC bylaws and procedures by going online at Chicagoparkdistrict.com and then clicking on the PAC link
or by calling the CPD Department of Legislative and
Community Affairs at 312-742-5236. Please forward all
completed applications to:
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association
Attn: Laury Lewis
2233 N. Kenmore
Chicago, IL 60614
Laury Lewis is SNA President.

B

rown Line Task Force
The CTA received the anticipated federal Homeland Security funding for security cameras on
the Brown Line, which will be installed in 2009,
beginning at the completed stations. Cameras will be
placed based upon criteria such as the location of stairs,
escalators, and windbreaks. Although the cameras will
not be actively monitored, they will be accessible live by
the CTA and by the City’s OEMC (Office of Emergency
Management and Communications), and the recordings
can be used forensically.
The CTA continues to explore the possibility of extending the canopy length at the Fullerton and Belmont
stations and at other stations that have yet to be completed, such as Paulina and Wellington.
A second meeting to review artwork for the Fullerton
station will be held in December or January.

What’s up at
Oscar Mayer School?
— Sheffield’s Schools
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Task Force members asked the CTA to consider better “way finding” signage for all the Brown Line stations
both to facilitate use of the system and to direct visitors
leaving stations to major streets or cultural institutions.
Per the CTA, signage eventually will be standardized
throughout its system.
Task Force members also requested that the CTA
take into account that more maintenance staff may be
needed to clear the larger platforms of snow and other
debris, especially at stations that now have shorter
canopies.
Finally, Task Force members have requested that the
CTA’s consultant engaged to review station concessions
meet with the Aldermen and the Task Force.
Fullerton Construction Update
Construction at Fullerton continues on or ahead of
schedule. As reported earlier, work was accelerated to

The latest updates
on community
safety

Continued on page 5
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DePaul plans ahead
for changes to
Lincoln Park campus
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY LAURY LEWIS

N

ormally, November and December are
months with slower than usual activity.
However, this year seems to be an exception. Despite the slowdown in real estate
transactions, there have been a number of requests
to the SNA Planning Committee, chaired by Ted
Wrobleski, for zoning and building variances and
changes. A lease has been signed for a new restaurant/tavern concept to be located at 1415 W.
Fullerton, which will open in April. The landmarked
former bank building at Fullerton and Janssen is being converted to a live theater venue.
The Sheffield Neighborhood Advisory Council
is having active discussions with DePaul University
regarding the next building phases at its Lincoln
Park campus and Children’s Memorial Hospital
is working with SNA and the other neighborhood
regarding the future use of its Lincoln Park facilities,
which will be vacated in 2012. The Chicago Park
District has requested that Park Advisory Councils
be formed for Trebes Park and Clover Playlot.
The SNA Nominating Committee, chaired by
Ted Wrobleski and Polly Kelly, is now meeting to
propose names of individuals interested in becoming involved in the SNA. The Schools Committee, chaired by Marena Swenson and Jeanne
Gray, is working with Oscar Mayer School as well
as Lincoln Park High School, St. Josaphat and St.
James Schools to find ways that SNA can help these
institutions improve. Paula Arnett has just accepted
the challenging position to sell advertising space
in the Sheffield Neighborhood News as well as in
the Sheffield Garden Walk Guide Book. Finally, the
Garden Walk committee, led by co-chairman Richard Ashbeck and myself, has started to plan for next
year’s Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival, which
will be held July 18-19, 2009.
This sounds like a lot of activity for a small,
intimate neighborhood like Sheffield. Fortunately,
there are a few committed residents and business
owners who want to make a difference for everyone
in Sheffield. The unfortunate part is that TOO few
people want to get involved, while TOO many complain. Those complacent residents and businesses
can get involved and be proactive and not reactive.
Join SNA today and make a difference. See you in
2009!

PLANNING REPORT

Activity continues despite economic woes
BY TED WROBLESKI

W

hile the recent economic downturn has
affected Sheffield as it has the rest of the
city and the nation, activity does continue.
The SNA Planning Committee has reviewed
several proposals for zoning changes in the last few
months and the SNA Board has made recommendations
to the alderman with regard to these changes.
The owner of the properties at 1001-1005 W. Webster presented a proposal for a multi-use building at the
corner of Sheffield and Webster, where the fire-damaged
former Tomato Head Pizza building and the adjacent
one-story office building are located. The owner requested approval for a change from the existing B1-2 zoning to
B1-3 in order to construct a building on the site with retail on the first floor and condominium units above. The
zoning change would enable him to construct a larger
building with bigger individual condominium units on
the site. The SNA objected to this change, as there are
no other buildings nearby with B1-3 zoning and it would
have set a precedent for other such zoning changes. The
SNA also advised Alderman Waguespack that we felt
there were problems with the proposed parking space
arrangement in the plan.  The owner can still develop a
multi-use building on the site under existing zoning, but
at present we are not aware of any revised plans for the
property.
Similarly, the SNA opposed a request for a zoning
change at 2212-14 N. Clybourn from B1-2 and M1-2 to
B1-3. The owner of this property, where Einstein Bagels

Ald. Daley to host community meeting
on reuse of Children’s Hospital property
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November 22, Saturday, 5:30 pm. SNA Spaghetti
Dinner, Cortelyou Commons, 2324 N. Fremont.
December 2, Tuesday, 6 pm. SNA Board Meeting.
Call 773-929-9255 or send an email to sheffieldneighobrhoodassociation@hotmail.com for details.
July 18-19, 2009, Saturday and Sunday, 40th Annual
Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival, Sheffield and
Webster.

Halsted

Calendar

Fullerton

er

T

here will be an information table at the SNA
Spaghetti Dinner on November 22 (see box on
page 1) regarding Lincoln Park Village, a nonprofit organization being organized by Lincoln
Parkers for residents age 50+ in zip code 60614. The
purpose of Lincoln Park Village is to provide services
and make resources and companionship available to
older residents in Lincoln Park so they can continue
to enjoy life in our community as they age. Stop by
and find out more about this exciting new project for
yourself or for your friends and family members. If you
cannot be there, you can contact LPV at 773-938-5253
or info@lincolnparkvillage.org.

Neighborhood News

Riv

Get the scoop about
Lincoln Park Village

Sheffield
go

3rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley will hold a community meeting on Thursday, November 13,
at 7 pm at St. Vincent de Paul Center, 2145 N.
Halsted, to discuss redevelopment of the Children’s Memorial Hospital site. The City’s Department
of Planning and Development has chosen Hellmuth,
Obata + Kassabaum, Inc (HOK Planning Group) to
work on the guidelines for redevelopment. Information
gathered at this meeting will form the foundation for
basic design plans and further discussions.
As reported in the July-August issue of this newsletter, Children’s intends to sell all of its property in Lincoln Park to support the construction of its new facility
in Streeterville, except for the following sites: 759 W.
Belden, Children’s Memorial Research Center (CMRC),
2430 N. Halsted, 2515 N. Clark, 467 W. Deming, and
Julia Porter Park (Halsted-Lincoln-Fullerton corner).
Children’s hopes to monetize the real estate near the
year 2012, when its new facility is scheduled to open.

is now located, would like to demolish that building
and build a four-story building with retail and parking
on the first floor and commercial office space above.
While the SNA did not oppose making the entire parcel
B1-2, it opposed the change to B1-3, which would enable the owner to construct a much larger building on
the premises. Again this zoning would have been considerably greater than surrounding zoning.
The SNA did not object to the proposed zoning
change for the landmark bank building at 1425 W.
Fullerton from B2-3 to B3-3 for the new Lincoln Park
Theater, subject to the owner entering into a Covenant
and Agreement relating to parking and traffic concerns
and other details. This action was taken after the owner
met with the alderman, the SNA Board and attended a
community meeting called by the SNA. The project has
also been OK’d by the Chicago Landmarks Commission. This zoning change is needed so that the owner
can add a “fly tower” to the rear quarter of the building
that is taller than the allowable height under the existing zoning. The tower is needed for staging theatrical
productions. This change will enable the owner to
renovate and provide adaptive re-use for a Chicago landmark building and provide a cultural amenity
for the community.
Sheffield has been affected by several mortgage
foreclosures. The good news is that new owners have
purchased the vacant building at 2034 N. Bissell out of
foreclosure and intend to renovate the building, which
has been boarded up for months. There is no news as
to the vacant apartment building at 2224 N. Bissell.
We have not heard anything further about the owner’s
plan for the property at 855 W. Dickens that has been
undeveloped since the building there was demolished.
With the decline in the real estate market, the future of planning and zoning issues in Sheffield remains
uncertain but there still is activity in the neighborhood.  
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.

ica

D

o you have pictures of events and happenings in the Sheffield neighborhood from
block parties, school graduations, unusual
scenes or SNA-sponsored events like the
Garden Walk and the Spaghetti Dinner? Send your
pix to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.
com, Subject: “2008 Pix” by December 15. Be sure
to include your name and a very brief description of
the event...who/what/where/when. Thanks!
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We’d like photos!

Sheffield Neighborhood News

Armitage

Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
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Glascott, Jeanne Gray, Steve Gross, Patty Hayes, Polly Kelly,
Cristina Lucado, Jeffrey Markowitz, Phil Piazza, John Roberts, Christine Struminski, Marena Swenson, Ted Wrobleski.
Committee Chairs: Communications, Christine Struminski
and Jeffrey Markowitz; Community Safety, Tim Glascott;
Events, Jeanne Gray; Historic Resources, Polly Kelly;
Membership, Paula Arnett; Neighborhood Relations: Patty
Hayes; Parks & Beautification, Laurence Lewis; Planning,
Ted Wrobleski; Schools, Marena Swenson and Jeanne Gray;
Garden Walk, Laurence Lewis and Richard Ashbeck.
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SHEFFIELD’S SCHOOLS

What’s up at Oscar Mayer School?
BY MARENA SWENSON

W

hat’s up at Oscar Mayer School? Two
important indicators of progress are up
— standardized test scores and applicants. The number of students meeting or
exceeding national standards rose 15 points, and the
number of applicants for the current school year was
more than 1,500 for a school of 524 students.
This fine arts magnet school has re-worked its Café
Nights programs so that they are not just performances
but are also participatory for the students. The Fall
Harvest Festival will have an emphasis on math and science. These events will be quarterly through the school

SNA Educator Awards

E

very year, SNA gives an award to educators
in our community schools who are doing
an exceptional job. These teachers go the
extra mile to be innovative, inclusive, inspiring, encouraging and accessible to our students. If
you know an outstanding teacher in our Sheffield
schools, in grades K-12, please submit a nomination. Include the name of the school, the teacher,
what grade he or she teaches and a paragraph or two
about what makes him or her exceptional.
Nominations are welcome from parents, students,
teachers and principals. To submit a nomination,
send an email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com, Subject: 2008 Educator Award, or write
to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N.
Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614.

St. Vincent’s to host
Thanksgiving meal
and coat distribution

O

n Saturday, November 15, St. Vincent’s Outreach Program will serve a
Thanksgiving meal to up to 400 Chicago
homeless men and women.
With the cold and snowy weather approaching,
and as another way to help homeless people this
holiday season, Outreach staff and volunteers plan
to distribute warm winter coats to guests who attend
this luncheon.
Our current supply of men’s coats is very limited and we would like to have coats available for as
many guests as possible. Any donation of men’s coats
would give us a significant boost as we prepare for
the November 15 event.
Questions? Please contact Molly Savage, Volunteer Coordinator, at 312-278-4220 or msavage@
svdpc.org.

year. Another participatory learning activity has been
the Garden Project, with hands-on gardening as well as
lessons on food origins and biodiversity. SNA President
Laury Lewis provided compost.
The provisional International Baccalaureate program
is underway in the sixth, seventh and eighth grades. This
is an inclusive program for all students, incorporating the
IB curriculum, as opposed to one for which only select
students qualify.
At the other end of the elementary school spectrum
is the Montessori program in the pre-school and continuing into first grade. The plan is that Montessori programs
will eventually extend through the fifth grade. This has
required time and dedication from faculty members as
they train in the educational tools and methods specific
to Montessori.
After school, a tuition-based program is offered for
students through third grade. It is open until 6 pm, and
includes martial arts, homework time, art projects and
activities with education students from DePaul University.
The school also has team sports after school, including
basketball and volleyball. Coming soon will be an After
School Counts program for grades 2-8, offering academic
support in small groups. Also in the works is After School
All Stars, with offerings that will include Technology
Club, choir, yoga and dance as well as Girl Scouts.
These expanded offerings, as well as the support of a
strong LSC, Friends of Mayer, neighborhood businesses,
the SNA and the Mayer Family Foundation, are reshaping
our neighborhood school. For more information, call the
school at 773-534-5535 for a tour, or visit its website at
www.mayer.cps.
Marena Swenson co-chairs SNA’s Schools Committee.

Kudos to you?

D

id you get a book published, star in a play,
win the Nobel Prize, become voted the
volunteer of the year? Or any other great
acheivement? Let us know so that the community can celebrate that event with you. You are the
fabric of the community and we should all applaud.
Send a brief description of the info to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com, Subject: “2008
Kudos” by December 15. Thanks!
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Community safety update
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

A

new initiative allows Aldermen to place
cameras in their wards. 43rd Ward Alderman
Vi Daley worked with the commanders of the
three districts that cover the 43rd Ward to place
four cameras, one of which is on Armitage near Seminary, the locus of a number of reported crime incidents
this past summer. Currently, the cameras can be relocated every six months; however, potential budget cuts
may limit the frequency of relocation, perhaps to every
12 months.
***
The City of Chicago OEMC (Office of Emergency Management and Communications) has announced a new
city service that will send recorded telephone messages,
text messages, and/or email alerts for various emergency
and non-emergency situations taking place throughout
Chicago. Register to receive information on everything
from weather-related emergencies to traffic alerts. (Note

that signing up is free, although you may be charged
by your mobile service provider for incoming calls,
messages, and data.) Access www.alertchicago.org and
follow the link to “Notify Chicago”; click on the box
entitled “Notify Chicago.”
***
Attending your CAPS meeting is the best way to communicate your concerns to the officers who patrol your
community.
*Beat 1811 (North Ave north to Fullerton, Sheffield
west to the Chicago River)
Wednesday, November 19, 7 pm
St. Michael’s Church, 1633 N Cleveland
*Beat 1812 (Armitage north to Fullerton, Sedgwick
and Clark west to Sheffield)
Wednesday, November 12, 6:30 pm; no December
meeting
New location: St. Vincent de Paul Center, 2145 N.
Halsted.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.

Reminders and hints

From Streets & Sanitation: House numbers affixed to your garage and back fence, in addition to
those in front of properties, are extremely helpful to all city service departments and essential in
emergencies.
For Moving Day: To make moving easier on you and less burdensome on your neighbors, contact your Alderman’s office in advance to request that “No Parking” signs be posted to provide a
space for your moving van so that it does not block the street.
For Rodent Control: “Rat Packs,” which contain a guide to eliminating rats, including instructions on “rat proofing” outdoor areas and building openings, are available in your Alderman’s
office.
For Other Services: Contact your Alderman to request assistance with abandoned cars, building permits, garbage carts, senior rebates, liquor licenses, traffic signs, tree trimming, permit
parking, zoning, and other services.
Useful Contacts:
rd
43 Ward Alderman Vi Daley
735 West Wrightwood, Chicago, IL 60614, 773-327-9111
Ward43@cityofchicago.org, www.chicago43rd.org
32nd Ward Alderman
Scott Waguespack
2657 North Clybourn, Chicago, IL 773-248-1330
32ndward@gmail.com
43rd Ward Streets & Sanitation Office
312-744-4555
nd
32 Ward Streets & Sanitation Office
312-744-8618
th
18 District Police/District Desk
312-742-5870
th
18 District Police/Community Policing Office
312-742-5778
Chicago Park District/Trebes Park
312-742-7898
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
DePaul University — Security/Lincoln Park Campus
773-325-7777
DePaul University — Community and Government Relations
312-362-8100, cgr@wppost.depaul.edu
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
2530 N. Lincoln Avenue, Suite 113, 773-880-5200
www.lincolnparkil.com
Emergency Services
911
For Non-Emergency Police Incidents, Water Bills, etc.
311

Sheffield Neighborhood News
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Brown Line
Continued from page 1

eliminate three-track operation by year-end. Accordingly, most of the work focuses on completion of the
final track, Track 1.
Construction of the new station continues, as does
construction of the new structure for the southbound
platforms and work on the historic station, which was
relocated to the north side of Fullerton. The CTA soon
will install sound barriers on the east side of the tracks;
it will install sound barriers on the west side by June
2009.
The contractor at Fullerton will install additional
temporary lighting under the tracks at Fullerton to enhance safety.
Work at Fullerton will continue to at times require
alley obstructions and closures, parking restrictions,
lane closures, sidewalk impacts, and street closures.
The Brown Line Renovation construction schedule,
including street closures and obstructions, is available
at www.ctabrownline.com. Street closures and obstructions related to the Brown Line renovation also are
available on the 43rd Ward website, www.chicago43rd.
org. Information regarding alternative bus routes for
stations that are temporarily closed is available at www.
ctabrownline.com or by calling 1-888-YOUR-CTA. For
other travel information, visit www.transitchicago.com.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.

Lincoln Park
Chamber of Commerce
Good Business
Neighbor Guidelines

I

t’s no secret we live and do business in a great
neighborhood. In an effort to help keep it that
way, following are a few small but simple tasks
that business and property owners can do on a
daily basis. Not all of the suggestions may apply,
but if everyone does what they can, the neighborhood will be a better place. Also, in an effort to
keep you informed and compliant with current city
ordinances, the Chamber has highlighted several
for you below.
• Be sure to remove any snow or ice from
the walkway in front of your business. It’s
the law! The Chicago city ordinance states
that “Every owner, tenant, occupant or
other person having charge of any building
abutting upon any public way or public
place shall remove the snow and ice from
the sidewalk in front of such building or
lot of ground.”
• Sweep and clean up any trash around
your property. Don’t just sweep in front of
your property, but sweep in front of your
neighbors too! “It shall be unlawful for any
person licensed to engage in any business
or occupation abutting a public way...to
litter or to permit the accumulation of any
paper, rubbish, or refuse upon that portion
of public way...”
• If there are vacant storefronts or doorways
near your business, remove junk mail or
newspapers that are left there.
• Keep lights on in the front and in the rear of
your property. If a light pole fixture needs
to be changed, please call 311.
• If you see a vacant property that needs
maintenance, notify the owner or real estate agent about the problem or call your
local streets and sanitation office. The
Streets and Sanitation 43rd Ward Superintendent number is 312-744-4555 and
the 32nd Ward Superintendent number is
312-744-8618.
• Maintain and keep dumpster storage areas
and adjacent alley areas clean and free of
debris.
• Don’t let any trash receptacles near your
property overflow with garbage. These
trash cans are not necessarily emptied by
the city and need to be maintained by the
private sector.

		

Streets of many colors!

Y

our street and sidewalks may carry a kaleidoscope of colors that pique your curiosity.
Sometimes these colors appear on signs and
sometimes just as painted symbols.
If a painted symbol is the object of your interest, it usually means that a utility company or the city
is marking the site of its lines or future work. These
markings are done with a biodegradable paint. Here is
how to interpret the colors and anticipate the work to
be done:
• Blue = water
• Green = sewer
• Yellow = gas
• Orange = electric (or cable)
• Pink or White = marker of the area of digging
or work to be done
If the city is doing the work, it usually tries to notify
the affected properties via email, flyers or the alderman’s office. The electric and gas companies have rolling permits and usually do not notify affected properties unless it is a big project.
If you are planning any digging in your parkway,
you should call “Digger” at 1-312-744-7000 to make
sure all is safe and sound and none of the utility infrastructure will be adversely impacted.
City-posted signs also have colors. Those pertaining to street cleaning have specific meanings. Monday - blue, Tuesday - red/orange, Wednesday - yellow,
Thursday - green and Friday - orange. The Tuesday and
Friday colors can be hard to distinguish, so reading
the printed message is always a good idea. Other noparking signs posted by the city may be printed on
colored stock, but the color has no specific meaning.  
Best, again, to read the printed word.
You can have access to the street cleaning schedules for your ward on the ward websites: www.scottforchicago.com and www.chicago43rd.org.

De Paul basketball at
McGrath Arena

T

he DePaul University Blue Demons men’s
basketball team will play two home games
this year at McGrath Arena, Sheffield and
Belden, before moving to Allstate Arena. On
November 7, there will be an exhibition game against
Lewis University at 7 pm. On November 17, the Blue
Demons will take on the Albany Danes of the America
East Conference at 7:30 pm.   The Lady Blue Demons
will play all of their home games at McGrath. On
November 7, they will play the University of Chicago
at 5:30 pm before the men’s game. On November
21, they will play Southern University at 7:30 pm; on
November 28, Illinois State at 7 pm and on December
5, Southern Illinois at noon. Call DePaul athletics at
773-325-SLAM for ticket information.

State Rep. Fritchey’s
“Helping Hands Campaign”

S

tate Representative John Fritchey requests
your help with his 7th Annual Helping Hands
Campaign by placing a collection box at your
holiday party, winter meeting, or other prominent location to collect new hats, gloves, scarves
and other clothing, as well as hygiene products and
household items for those who are in need this holiday
season. His office will provide the boxes and pick up
the donated items.
For more information or to make arrangements to
receive a box, contact Les Kniskern at 773-871-4000
or lesk@fritchey.com. You can also bring donations to
the District office at 2539 N. Southport.

Green City Market moves indoors

T

he Green City Market will move to the Peggy
Notebaert Nature Museum just north of Fullerton at 2430 N Cannon Drive on November
1. The Market will be open from 8 am to 1
pm on Wednesdays and Saturdays in November and
December but will be closed Saturday, November 29.
From January 3 to April 18, the Market will be
open on the first and third Saturdays of the month at
the Nature Museum.
For more information, contact the Green City Market at 773-880-1266 or admin@chicagogreencitymarket.org, or visit www.chicagogreencitymarket.org.
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ZONING FROM A TO Z

Manufacturing Districts (Chapter 17-5) — Part II
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

P

art I of this review of manufacturing districts
described generally the three M districts,
their location within Sheffield, and how they
are differentiated based upon floor area ratio
(FAR) standards. Just as in residential and business and
commercial districts, the zoning code imposes other
limitations on structures in M districts, such as front and
rear setbacks. Unlike R, B, and C districts, however,
M districts are not subject to any height limitations.
On the other hand, the code imposes requirements to
screen outdoor storage and work areas.
Setbacks. A setback is an open, unobstructed area
required to be provided from the furthermost projection
of a structure to the property line of the lot.
A. Front and Side Setbacks. In general, no front or
side setbacks are required in M districts, with the following exceptions.

1. Industrial parks and business parks (i.e.,
planned, campus-like developments) within
M1 districts must provide a landscaped
setback of at least 10 feet along all property
lines that abut public streets.
Recall that the M1 Limited Manufacturing/Business Park District accommodates
low-impact activities that occur within
enclosed buildings and is the predominant M
zoning found in Sheffield.
2. M-zoned lots that are across the street from
an R district must provide a setback along
the street property line opposite the R district
at least equal to the minimum setback required on the R-zoned lot.
3. M-zoned lots abutting R-zoned lots with
street frontage along the same street must
provide a front or street side setback at least
equal to the minimum front setback required
on the abutting R-zoned lot.
B. Rear Setbacks. Similarly, in general no rear setback is required in M districts except in relation
to an R district. When a rear property line abuts
the side or rear property line of an R district (or
is separated from an R district rear property line
by an alley), the minimum rear setback on the
M-zoned lot is 30 feet.
Screening and Buffering. Outdoor storage and work
areas in M Districts must be screened when abutting R
districts or residential uses, or when in view of public
streets.
A. Outdoor Storage and Display Areas.
1. Screening from R Districts. Outdoor
storage or display areas that abut R districts
along a side or rear property line, or are

Happy holidays from the
Armitage-Halsted-Webster
merchants!

Armitage Holiday Parade
Saturday, December 6
10 am
The parade will start at Armitage and Racine and
conclude at Armitage and Halsted. Santa Claus
will end the parade at the Bridgeview Bank on Armitage and Halsted with treats for all children.
For more information, visit www.lincolnparkshopping.com.

Tailored Dog™
Big Dog Clothes
312.396.1400
green@tailoreddog.com
www.tailoreddog.com

separated from an R district by an alley
along a side or rear property line, must be
screened from view of the R district. The
code imposes detailed requirements for
the screen: it must be a solid wall, solid
fence, or dense vegetative screen between
6 and 8 feet high; fences and walls must
be masonry or wood, sight-obscuring and
planted with vines; and chain-link fencing
is specifically prohibited.
2. Screening from Public Streets. Outdoor
storage areas must be screened from view
of public streets. Again, the code imposes
detailed requirements: the view must be
screened by permitted structures or by a
vegetative buffer at least 6 feet high or by
a combination of these, and the screening
must be located between the perimeter of
the storage area and the property line abutting the street.
B. Outdoor Work Areas.
1. Screening from Other Zoning Districts. All outdoor work areas situated on
a lot with side or rear property lines contiguous to any R, B, C, or D (Downtown)
district that allows residential uses must be
effectively screened along such property
lines. The requirements for the screen are
the same as those for screening outdoor
storage and display from R Districts.
2. Screening from Public Streets. All outdoor
work areas must be screened from view
of public streets. The requirements for the
screen are the same as those for screening
outdoor storage and display from Public
Streets.
The code provides simple diagrams illustrating the
requirements for setbacks and screening.
This is the eleventh in a series of articles designed
to educate the community about the basics of the new
zoning code adopted in late 2004. The first five installments focused on residential districts, the next four
focused on business and commercial districts, and the
most recent focused on manufacturing districts. If you
would like to learn about a particular topic, contact
the Association; please be as specific as possible when
describing your topic or question. Electronic copies of
previous installments are available on the SNA website,
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org; select the “Newsletter” tab on the left, then click for archived news articles.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.
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SHEFFIELD’S BUSINESSES

Neighborhood business spotlight
BY DEBBIE BIANCO

W

hile most of us have been focused on the
election and the economy, it seems that
the holidays have sneaked up on us and
are just around the corner! The spirit
of peace and good will is upon us. Get out your pen
and paper. Start deciding who’s been naughty or nice
(we’ve all been nice at least once this year). Let’s get
out for a while and explore some of the amazing shops
and eateries in our neighborhood. After all, we are a
world-class destination. You can finish those lists and it
is all right outside your door!
We will begin our journey in the vicinity of Webster and Racine, a nook in the Sheffield neighborhood
that has really blossomed. Just a suggestion, but if
you’re shopping with someone who doesn’t enjoy
going from store to store, drop him or her off at Charlie’s Ale House for a great burger and a beer. You can
always meet up with them later at La Canasta (formerly
located on Armitage) for excellent Mexican food and
margaritas or John’s Place for fresh American fare. I

SNA
Business Members
Please support the following SNA Business Members:

2 point perspective, inc.
2120
N. Bissell
A Finkl & Sons		
2011
N. Southport
AAA Chicago		
2121
N. Clybourn
Alderman Vi Daley		
735
W. Wrightwood
All She Wrote		
825
W. Armitage
Allen Tiernan Real Estate LLC:
Beth Allen Tiernan		
1530
W. Fullerton
Anderson Certified Cleaning
Technicians		
2250
N. Bissell
Anne Roberts Gardens, Inc.
4118
N. Kostner
Art Effect			
934
W. Armitage
Baker Construction Group
2222
N. Elston
Bank Financial		
2424
N. Clark
Beaumont Bar & Grill
2020
N. Halsted
CBC Architects, Inc.		
Citizens Bed & Breakfast
for Dogs			
2274
N. Clybourn
Children’s Memorial
Hospital			
2300
Children’s Plaza
Curves Lakeview		
2825
N. Sheffield
Dandamudi’s Custom
Cabinetry			
2121
N. Clybourn
DePaul University		
1
E. Jackson
DePaul Library		
2350
N. Kenmore
Dog-a-holics		
904
W. Armitage
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop 2070
N. Clybourn
Edible Arrangements		
2223
N. Clybourn
Family Pet Animal Hospital
1401
W. Webster
Fifth Third Bank		
900
W. Armitage
Furla Lincoln Park		
1211
W. Webster
General Iron Industries, Inc.
1909
N. Clifton
Glascott & Associates
2156
N. Halsted
Greater Little Rock Church
834
W. Armitage
Hellman Frame Shop
2152
N. Bissell
HomeMade Pizza Co
850
W. Armitage
ICM Properties		
1438
W. Belmont
Iron Works Fencing		
2100
N. Southport
Ja’ Grill			
1008
W. Armitage
K. Paige Salon		
956
W. Webster
Kelly’s Pub		
949
W. Webster
Kiehls Since 1851		
907
W. Armitage
Kincade’s			
950
W. Armitage
Koenig & Strey: 					
Michael Bauknecht/Dana
Dinello			
1214
W. Webster
La Canasta Restaurant
1119
W. Webster
Lori’s Designer Shoes
824
W. Armitage
Lincoln Park Chamber of
Commerce		
1925
N. Clybourn
Lincoln Park Parents
Association		
2045
N. Lincoln Park West
M&R Car Imports Service
1951
N. Sheffield
McDonald’s		
2400
N. Lincoln
McGee’s			
950
W. Webster
Milito Car Wash		
1106
W. Fullerton
Milito Mobil		
1106
W. Fullerton
My Corner Playroom		
2121
N. Clybourn
National City Bank		
921
W. Armitage
Nookies Too, Inc.		
2114
N. Halsted
Potbelly Sandwich Works
1422
W. Webster
Rubloff Residential Properties:
Paula Arnett		
2663
N. Halsted
Robinson’s No. 1 Ribs
655
W. Armitage
Sai Café, Inc.		
2010
N. Sheffield
Sir Speedy			
1711
N. Clybourn
Spex			
2136
N. Halsted
St. James Lutheran Church
2101
N. Fremont
St. Josaphat Church		
2311
N. Southport
St. Vincents Church		
1010
W. Webster
State Restaurant		
935
W. Webster
Stella Lily Studio One
2154
N. Bissell
Sweet Mandy B’s		
1208
W. Webster
Tabula Tua		
1015
W. Armitage
Tarantino’s		
1112
W. Armitage
The Ivy Apartments		
2437
N. Southport
The Second Child		
954
W. Armitage
Treasure Island Foods, Inc.
2121
N. Clybourn
Victory Gardens Theater
2257
N. Lincoln
Vrai Amour		
953
W. Webster
Wallace Realty		
1700
N. Ashland
Webster’s Wine Bar		
1480
W. Webster

also suggest Sweet Mandy B’s for the most awesome
sweet treats.
For the parents who want the best in everything for their
children, it is definitely Hadley. Its motto is, “eat, sleep,
poop and play,” which sounds good to me. It is a design
store for children. Hadley houses furniture and accessories
for children that focus on safety, form and function.
For clothes and leather goods, it’s Cotelac ,Kaveri,
Furla and Alberle. Kaveri offers popular contemporary
designers such as Tory Birch and Cacherel. Cotelac
features French women’s attire that is casual, chic and
machine-washable! One will also find reasonably
priced jewelry (perfect for gifts). Cotelac is only located
in our neighborhood and New York. Furla offers fine
Italian leather goods. The owner selects each piece
individually for this location. This year, Furla is featuring
the latest colors (jewel tones) and feminine accents such
as bows. Furla also has a wish list and curbside service.
The newest store on the block is Alberle and it really fills
a niche that is missing in the neighborhood: high-end
leather goods from designers like Loeffler Randall, Siger
Morrison, Jean Michele Cazabat and Rebecca Minkoff.
Those of you who are familiar with these designers are
surely drooling right now. Those of you that are not need
to check it out.
Go to The Left Bank for unique Parisian-inspired jewelry and gifts. It also offers wedding veils and tiaras.
For the guy or gal you may have left back at Charlie’s
Ale House, you could venture down to Campus Gear
(previously located on Halsted). Campus Gear carries
authentic sports paraphernalia like jerseys and caps.
Stroll down Webster just a little further for gourmet
food, wine and beer at Vrai Amour. Vrai Amour...it’s true,
it’s terrific.
We still have a long way to go. So, warm up at the
Athenian Room with some hearty Greek food. Across
the street from the Athenian Room, you’ll notice Underthings, the perfect stop for lingerie.
Halsted is really full of the usual suspects: Bebe,
Blue Mercury, and Lululemon. However, some really
unique stores are nestled in between. Two that I really
like are Calvin Tran and Veria. Calvin Tran is like art for
the body — you will not see anything like it anywhere
else. Veria is all about and health and welless. Veria features a juice bar, yoga studio and learning center. Veria
also carries organically made clothes. The unisex robes
make a perfect gift for just about anyone.
Well, last but certainly not least, there are the shops
on Armitage, starting with our flagship store, Lori’s Shoes.
Lori’s Shoes is a must. In fact, there may be no better
time to buy yourself something.
Everybody has a chocolate lover on his or her list.
There are two fantastic chocolate shops on Armitage:
Ethel’s and Vosges. Go to Vosges for exotic flavors; go to
Ethel’s for the most delicious truffles…both are out of this
world.
Working your way west, you’ll find Stinky Pants for
unique children’s clothes and Isabella Fine Lingerie, a
truly special romantic gift. The service is so good even
men will feel at ease when making a purchase.
No shopping trip would be complete without stopping at Art Effect. This will be the store where you can
find something for everyone. They have clothes, home
goods, jewelry, specialty candles and soaps. The list is

endless — you have to see it to believe it.
Don’t miss the west side of Sheffield, where you
will find two stores that carry contemporary women’s
clothing: She and Armadio.
Another well-known store not to be missed is
Tabula Tua, which carries the best of the best for the
home. If you can’t find something there….well.
Topping off our excursion are three eateries. I
know you’re hungry by now and there is something for
everyone’s palette. There’s Tarantino’s for delectable
Italian food served in a comfortable rustic Italian setting, Dee’s for great Asian food, and for burgers and
tasty bar fare, it’s definitely P.J. Clarke’s.
Well that’s about it for now. Believe it or not, I
just scratched the surface. There are many places I left
for you to find. Get out there and enjoy our neighborhood….it is the best!
Debbie Bianco is a Sheffield resident and Real Estate
Agent, Rubloff Residential Properties, Lincoln Park.

Join SNA today!

W

e need your support. Founded in 1959,
SNA is a volunteer group of businesses and
residents working together to improve the
conditions of life, work, recreation, health and
safety of our neighborhood. Here are some of the things
SNA does for you:
•
Sponsors forums for neighbors to present their views
on planning and development matters, parking and
other important issues.
•
Serves a neighborhood advocate working with the
Alderman’s office and city departments to help provide
insight and guidance on the needs of the neighborhood.
•
Publishes and distributes the bi-monthly Sheffield
Neighborhood News to every doorstep keeping the
neighborhood informed of events, activities and plans
which impact its quality of life.
•
Works to beautify the neighborhood by planting and
maintaining the planters on or corners and hanging
from the lampposts on our commercial streets.
•
Sponsors the annual Sheffield Garden Walk and
Festival.
•
Donates funds raised from the Garden Walk to local
schools and non-profit institutions within and serving
the neighborhood.
As a dues-paying member, you will receive email
notices of Sheffield events, plans and issues. The SNA
email list has been updated. If you are a dues-paying SNA
member and are not receiving email notices, please let us
know your name and current email address at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com so we can correct
our records.
SNA welcomes the following new members: Rich
Ashbeck, Brad Balke and Amy and Tim Lobner.
SNA also welcomes the following new business members: Curves Lakeview at 2825 N. Sheffield, Family Pet
Animal Hospital at 1401 W. Webster, Iron Works Fencing
at 2100 N. Southport and Ja’ Grill at 1008 W. Armitage.
Please support our local businesses!
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join.
Membership dues are: $20 Family;
$15 Individual, $5 Senior, $45 Business. Please
complete the enclosed form and mail it with your check to
the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N Kenmore,
Chicago, IL 60614. If you have not received your membership window decal and would like to display one, please
let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.
com. In addition, if you have not paid your membership
dues, SNA would appreciate your payment.

How can I....

		

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check for $_____
$20
Family membership		
$15
Individual membership

$5
$45

Senior membership
Business membership

Name:
Address:
Phone:						

E-mail:

Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614.
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DePaul plans for Lincoln Park campus
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

D

ePaul University has begun to develop a
master plan for its facilities on the Lincoln Park
campus, as part of an effort to realize its Strategic Plan Vision 2012, which it completed two
years ago. Implementation of the plan, which does not
envision any significant increase in enrollment, would
take place over the course of the next decade or beyond.
Fundamental to the plan is DePaul’s decision, after
three years of deliberation, to retain its Theater and
Music Schools on the Lincoln Park campus. DePaul’s
current concept calls for the Music School to be located on Halsted, in a new performance building with
below-grade parking that would replace McGaw Hall
on Halsted. The Theater School would move to Racine

and Fullerton, on the surface parking lot that formerly
was the site of the Rubens Baby Factory.
Other preliminary ideas include a new academic
building on Kenmore near Belden; a new residential
building on Kenmore near Fullerton to replace existing
townhouses currently used as student residences; some
exterior improvements to Corcoran Hall, a residential
building that sits to the north of Wish Field; and an art
museum and gallery just east of the elevated tracks on
Fullerton. DePaul also broached the idea of creating a
new quadrangle on Kenmore similar to that on Seminary,
which would require closing Kenmore from Fullerton to
Belden. The surface parking lot at Seminary and Belden
is slated for future development, as is the property at the
northwest corner of Fullerton and Sheffield. Although
development of the latter property is in the distant future,
possible uses may include a hotel, retail, and/or parking.
A parking and traffic study has been conducted to
inform work on the master plan.
DePaul anticipates that it will be ready to unveil a
proposal to solicit input from its neighbors at a community meeting by early 2009. The SNA board will not take
a position on any of DePaul’s plans until the board has
reviewed neighbors’ input. Ultimately, the planning process will culminate in a Master Plan for DePaul’s Lincoln
Park campus, which would form the basis for a new Institutional Planned Development that must be approved by
the City of Chicago. More important for Sheffield, it will
result in a new Community Agreement between DePaul
and its community neighbors (which include SNA) memorializing the Master Plan and DePaul’s commitments to
the community. The SNA Board will continue to inform
the Sheffield community as DePaul refines its plans.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.

Real estate activity down by one-third
BY PAULA ARNETT

T

he number of closed sales for all properties
in the Sheffield neighborhood* is down by
33% for the period January 1 thru October 15,
2008, compared to 2007. Single-family home
sales are down by 27%, condominium sales are down
by 36%, but the identical number of multi-units sold
during the same periods. However, single-family home
prices are up by 2%, but both condominiums and multi
units are down by 2%. And average market times are
up by 25% for single-family, up by 12% for condominiums, and down by 26% for multi units.
According to an October 17 press release from the
U.S. Census Bureau, housing starts are down by 6.3%

and single-family housing starts are down by 8.3%, but
there is plenty of new construction in the neighborhood.
Latest FYI’s
2000 block of Bissell, sold for $850,000 in August 2008,
has been torn down.
2000 block of Fremont, sold for $1,185,000 in July
2008, has been torn down.
2200 block of Fremont, sold for $1,300,000 in July
2007, has been torn down.
2200 block of Janssen, sold for $800,000 in December
2007, has been torn down.
2100 block of Lakewood, sold $1,200,000 in July 2007,
has been torn down.
2000 block of Seminary, sold for $1,650,000 in May
2008, has been torn down.
My 10th Annual 2006-2007 Sheffield Neighborhood
Real Estate Market Report has been sent and is available
electronically. If you have not received last year’s report
and would like a copy, please contact me at 773-2941822 or parnett@rubloff.com.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, SNA Patrons’
Party Chair, and a Broker Associate with Rubloff specializing in residential real estate sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.

Sheffield* Real Estate Prices for Closed Properties Jan. 1 - Oct. 15**

Number			
Average Sold Price
Year
2008
2007 Difference
2008
2007 Difference
Single Family
27
37
-0.27
$1,628,093 $1,590,714
0.02
Condo
84
131
-0.36
$492,115
$500,948
-0.02
Multi Unit
9
9
0.00
$1,088,044 $1,115,158
-0.02
Vacant Land
0
2
0.00
$1,075,000
$0
0.00
Total
120
179
-0.33
**Data compiled from MRED (Midwest Real Estate Data LLC) on October 20, 2008

Average Market Time
2008
2007 Difference
246
197
0.25
126
113
0.12
126
171
-0.26
140
0.00
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