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Looking back on a banner 2008 for Sheffield
BY LAURY LEWIS

S

ome people think 2008 was arguably the most
trying year since the Great Depression as well
as the most interesting year, given the political changes both nationally and locally. These
events probably trump the events and happenings in
our Sheffield neighborhood, but with all things considered, Sheffield had a good year.
The SNA Annual Meeting was held in February,
at which we held a public meeting and elected new
officers and directors. At the meeting, we awarded our
annual Educator’s Awards of Excellence to four teachers; Patricia Riley of Lincoln Park High School, Alyssa
May of St. Josaphat School, Amy Skwor of St. James
Lutheran School and Kara Phillips of Oscar Mayer
School.
The Sheffield Star Award, which recognizes those
who have made a positive contribution to the Sheffield
neighborhood, was awarded to Scott Swanson, former
Garden Walk co-chairman and to Damon Flint and
Floyd Linton, United Parcel Service drivers in Sheffield.
Alderman Vi Daley of the 43rd Ward was reelected
and Scott Waguespack was newly elected as 32nd ward
alderman. Since the boundaries of Sheffield fall within
both wards, Sheffield works with their offices throughout the year on many issues, including planning,
transportation, safety, neighborhood relations and the
Garden Walk. Sheffield is a better place to live because
of their input.
The 40th Annual Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival
was held July 19-20. The Garden Walk was an overall
success despite the rainy Saturday. Sunday turned out to
be a record day with perfect weather. This year, for the
first time, a garden contest division was held with 18
neighbors vying for the cash prizes.
The success of the Garden Walk again enabled the
SNA to make charitable contributions to neighborhood
schools and other social service groups. The Patrons’
Party was very well attended as our annual kickoff to
the Garden Walk.
The President’s Party on the eve of the Garden Walk
had to be moved indoors because of the rain. It was as
always a wonderful social event with good food and
friendly atmosphere. The SNA again sponsored and produced movies at Trebes Park, which were well attended.
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association and Finkl
Landscaping again partnered the beautification efforts throughout the neighborhood. The entry planters
at Trebes Park and the sidewalk planters throughout
the neighborhood received Honorable Mentions form
Mayor Daley’s Landscape Awards Program.
A favorite event, the annual Spaghetti Dinner, was
held in November at DePaul University’s Cortelyou
Commons. The food, entertainment and fun were at
the highest level and enjoyed this year by a record
turnout.
SNA Board members, through our committees,
were again active in 2008. We are members of the
DePaul University Neighborhood Advisory Committee.
During this past year, we extended the prior Commu-
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Neighbors consider
future of CMH site
— Planning Report
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nity Agreement with the University, allowing for our input
in any future DePaul building plans. A comprehensive
expansion plan for DePaul’s Lincoln Park campus was introduced. Community input meetings will be announced
in 2009.
SNA is also a member of the Children’s Memorial
Hospital Community Relations Committee, which meets
with them to review their impact on the community. The
current year’s focus has been the plan for their existing
buildings in Lincoln Park. Alderman Vi Daley has started
this process with community meetings that will continue
into 2009.
In conclusion, my first year as SNA President could
not have been successful without the hard work, time and
efforts of my fellow officers and directors. The Sheffield
Neighborhood Association has become an efficient organization dedicated to helping improve life for residents,
businesses, schools and visitors in Sheffield.
I am hopeful that in the coming year, more residents and businesses will become involved in their
neighborhood. The future of Sheffield should be based
on many individuals, not just a few. Membership is
easy via the form in every issue of SNN or on our website. I look forward to another year as President. Thank
you.
Laury Lewis is SNA President.

Get together with SNA
for DePaul basketball!

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood
Association will again sponsor a Neighbor Day at the
DePaul University Lady Blue
Demons basketball game on Saturday,
February 28, at 7 pm.
Join us to see DePaul take on Marquette University. We will provide
complimentary tickets to the game,
which you may pick up at Kelly’s Pub,
949 W. Webster, on game day beginning at 5:30 pm, which are also the
time and place for our pizza party
featuring complimentary pizza and
soda. Please contact us via e-mail at
sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com to reserve tickets.

Join us for SNA’s 2009 Annual Meeting

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association will hold its 2009 Annual General Membership
Meeting on Monday, February 2, 2009, at 7 pm at St. James Lutheran Church, Fremont
and Dickens. The meeting will be preceded at 6 pm by the regular monthly meeting of
the Sheffield Board of Directors.
At the Annual Meeting, there will be a report on the State of Sheffield by SNA President
Laury Lewis, including reports by various committee chairs regarding the Garden Walk, Beautification, Planning and others. An election of officers and directors for 2009 will also take place.
Officers serve one-year terms and Directors serve three-year terms with five directors elected
each year. The SNA Board has approved the following slate of officers and directors proposed
by the Nominating Committee:
Officers: President, Laurence Lewis; First Vice President, Judith Lauth Casey; Second Vice
President, Dan Hermann; Treasurer, Hamish Forrest; Assistant Treasurer, Art Margulis; Secretary,
Stephanie Linebaugh.
Directors: Christine Struminski, Marena Swenson, Robert Birkmeyer, Patty Hayes and Beth
Stockli, serving three-year terms until 2012; and Tony Russomanno, serving the remainder of
a term vacancy by resignation, expiring 2010. (Continuing as directors will be Ted Wrobleski,
John Roberts, Tim Glascott, Jeff Markowitz (2010); Polly Kelly, Paula Arnett, Jeanne Gray, Phil
Piazza, Steve Gross (2011).
The SNA will also present its Sheffield Star Awards, given in recognition of outstanding service to the community. This year, three awards will be presented. One will be given to board
member Marena Swenson in recognition of her long years of service to the Sheffield community. The other two will be presented to Mike Williams and Joe Geinosky, two seemingly ordinary guys who courageously stopped a burglary in progress at 2024 N. Halsted last October
and cornered the suspect until police could arrive to arrest him, even though one of them was
stabbed by the suspect.
Refreshments will be served after the meeting. Everyone in the community is invited. If you
are not already an SNA member, you can sign up at the meeting.

Will you host
the 2009
SNA Patrons’ Party?
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Neighbors consider future of Children’s site
BY TED WROBLESKI

W

ith Children’s Memorial Hospital preparing
to move to a new location in Streeterville
in 2012, discussions have begun about the
future of the existing Children’s site. 43rd
Ward Alderman Vi Daley and the City of Chicago Department of Planning have organized a series of community

Helping hands  

S

o many in the Sheffield community volunteer
to support a wide range of community service,
cultural, and outreach programs — not just
with money, but more importantly with their
time and energy. The Sheffield Neighborhood Association would like to salute those people in the next issue
of SNN and to thank you all for your generosity of spirit. If you would like to be listed, please provide your
name, your street, and the name of the organization(s)
you support. Email this information to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com, subject: Community Service.

New features coming to SNN

H

ave you ever wanted to comment on something you’ve read in the Sheffield Neighborhood News, or on local issues? The SNN is
now accepting submissions for “Letters to
SNA,” a feature that will appear later this year. Send
your thoughts to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com, Subject: Letters to SNA. All letters may be
edited.
Also appearing in SNN will be a regular roundup
of local crime statistics.

Study to focus on
Armitage-Halsted

meetings to discuss various issues relating to this site
and to solicit input as to what the community would
like to see happen with regard to future development.
The first site reuse community meeting was held on
November 13. The Department of Planning retained
the architecture and planning firm of HOK to work on
the community planning process. At the first meeting, HOK representatives described the site, with the
eight buildings including the main hospital building
that CMH intends to sell and three other buildings it
intends to retain at least for the foreseeable future. The
HOK representatives discussed the prime location of
this property within the heart of Lincoln Park. It was
explained that because the CMH site is a Planned Unit
Development for hospital use, any new purchaser or
group of purchasers would need to develop a plan
for city approval to replace the old PUD with a new
Planned Development proposal that would be subject
to approval by the city Department of Planning and
Zoning, the Chicago Plan Commission and ultimately
the Mayor and the City Council. Such a process will
entail considerable public scrutiny. At the meeting, a
number of residents spoke about their concern that this
site not be overdeveloped with retail or high-density
residential use. Some called for an element of senior
or other affordable housing. Several urged that some
of the architecturally significant older buildings be preserved. There was also concern about making sure the
demolition process be environmentally safe.
The next community meeting was scheduled for
January 8, after this issue of SNN went to press. Look
for a report in the next issue of SNN. Meanwhile, a
Children’s Memorial planning blog has been set up at
www.cmhplanning.blogspot.com. You can check out
the blog for more information and to make any comments or suggestions that you may have with regard to
the future of this site.
Ted Wrobleski is SNA Planning Chair.
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he Armitage-Halsted Landmark District will be
the subject of a seminar this spring at the School
of the Art Institute conducted by Vincent Michael, the Director of the SAI’s Historic Preservation Program. The seminar, for graduate students in
Historic Preservation, studies the interpretation of historic
sites. As part of the seminar, the students will do research
and help design an interpretive proposal for the ArmitageHalsted Landmark District to be installed at the CTA’s
Armitage Brown line station. Dr. Michael has met with
Alderman Daley, representatives of the CTA and members
of the Armitage-Halsted Landmark District Community
Advisory Committee about this project who have agreed
to be a resource for the students in their research. Some
of the classes will be held at the Art Institute’s Roger
Brown Center on North Halsted near the District.
Dr. Michael is familiar with the Armitage-Halsted District,
as he was one of the expert witnesses who testified in the
hearing that was held on the designation of the district
as a Chicago Landmark District by the Commission on
Chicago Landmarks. We anticipate that the work of
these graduate students will provide the basis for a display at the Armitage El Station explaining the historic and
architectural significance of the AHLD as well as possibly
a brochure and materials suitable for a website about
our historic neighborhood. The course will continue
until May when the results of the students’ efforts will be
presented.
Ted Wrobleski is SNA Planning Chair.

Armitage

Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
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Host the 2009 SNA Patrons’ Party!
BY PAULA ARNETT

W

ould you like to host a party at your home
and do none of the work? Host next
year’s SNA Patrons’ Party! Set-up and
clean-up are provided by SNA volunteers.
This annual event is held in late May or early June
and is hosted at a neighbor’s home as a fundraiser for
start-up costs for the annual Sheffield Garden Walk and
Festival. The 41st Garden Walk will be held July 1819, 2009. Each attendee makes a specified donation
and brings an appetizer, and beverages are provided
through donations from local businesses and Garden
Walk vendors. Last year’s attendees received an SNA
green T-shirt and a gift bag.

SNA is grateful to Lisa and Ron Elkins, 2 point perspective, inc., for hosting last year’s Patrons’ Party at 2120
N. Bissell on June 6. Previous locations include:
2007
1235 W. Belden
2006
2104 N. Fremont
2005
2034 N. Dayton
2004
2102 N. Fremont
2003
2312 N. Greenview
2002
2226 N. Racine #5
2001
2321 N. Janssen
2000
2339 N. Racine
1999
1147 W. Webster
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, SNA Patrons’
Party Chair, and a Broker Associate with Rubloff specializing in residential real estate sales for over 25 years.

Sidewalk cafes must meet city guidelines
BY PATTY HAYES

I

t is not too early to be thinking of enjoying a nice
afternoon or evening outdoors at one of our many
neighborhood charming sidewalk cafes. The City
of Chicago has very strict guidelines in order to
obtain approval for sidewalk cafes. Minimum requirements include:
Businesses seeking approval need to submit their
plan including the exact length and width of the proposed sidewalk café area, these dimensions must be
in compliance with the application requirements. All
plans must be submitted to the Department of Business

Neighborhood Relations
safety reminders

T

he winter season can lead to an increase in
crime. The evenings occur earlier and stay
dark longer, which makes us easy targets for
offenders.

Important points to remember:
• If you are walking alone on a residential
street after dark, walk in the middle of the
road at any time during the day.
• While shopping, place your purchases in
your trunk-somewhere not visible.
• Do not leave I-pods, laptops, cell phones or
GPS units visible in your car.
• Call the police or 911 when you see a suspicious person in the neighborhood.
• Do not resist an offender. Give them your
possessions and call 911.
• Be alert and aware of your surroundings.
Anyone can be a victim.
Be alert and safe.

Affairs and Licensing three to four months prior to sidewalk café season, which runs March 1 to December 1.
At least 50% of the boundary must be covered with
live plants – no portion of the plants shall extend over
the permitted sidewalk café area. A minimum of six feet
of clear space is required for pedestrian passage from the
furthest edge of the sidewalk café boundary/landscaping
to any permanent structure/ encumbrance on the public
way. Hours of operation are from 8am to 10pm.
Any business that is not in compliance should be reported to the local Alderman’s office and will be subject
to a fine of $200 to $500 for each offense.
Sidewalk café applications and fees are subject to
approval every year.
Patty Hayes chairs SNA’s Neighborhood Relations Committee.

Garden Walk
set for July 18-19

T

his year’s Sheffield Garden
Walk and Festival will be held
July 18-19. Planning has already begun and those individuals who have been managers are
urged to contact either co-chairmen
Laury Lewis (lbl1948@yahoo.com)
or Richard Ashbeck (rtashbeck@aol.
com). The annual Patrons’ Party has
tentatively been scheduled for June 5.
Monthly manager’s meetings will begin in March.
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2008 — The year in review

2

008 was a memorable year for the
Sheffield neighborhood. We’ve once
again tried to capture some of the
highlights in words and pictures.
While we couldn’t fit in everything, hopefully, the next few pages will illustrate what an
exciting community we live in.

SNA Spaghetti Dinner

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association
made the following donations to community
organizations in 2008:
St. Josaphat School
St. James School
Mayer Elementary School
Lincoln Park High School
Anixter Center
St. Vincent DePaul Church (for Needy Program)
Christopher House
St. Vincent DePaul Center
Salvation Army
Little Sisters of the Poor
St. Josaphat Church (for Needy Program)
St. James Church (for Needy Program)
Greater Little Rock Church (for Needy Program)
Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
St. Teresa’s Church (for Needy Program)
Lincoln Park Lakeview Art Initiative
Lincoln Park Community Shelter
Mary Crane Center
Lincoln Park Village
LEED Council

Photos for SNN by kardas@kardasphotography.com

SNA donates to
community organizations

Photo for SNN by Tom Lawson

REMEMBERING FR. MUNSTER — SNA erected a
plaque to honor the memory of Fr. Thomas Munster, a
founder of the association, lifelong Sheffield resident
and DePaul University official. Fr. Munster passed
away on December 7, 2007, at the age of 85.

E

veryone knows that an outdoor summer event is subject to Mother Nature, let
alone other festivals and the
economy. The Sheffield Garden Walk
and Festival had fabulous weather
in 2006 and 2007. Our summer this
year was cooler than normal, but also
rainier than normal. Given a choice,
we would have been satisfied with
warmer weather and no rain. However, Mother Nature decided to show
her wet feet by raining on Saturday
afternoon. This was critical, because
our festival always draws the majority
of visitors on Saturday. Fortunately,
the temperature was great on both
days and we had a great recovery
Saturday night and a record day on
Sunday. Once again, great planning
by the managers and the diligence
of our 400 volunteers enabled us to
have another successful Garden Walk
and Festival. As a result, the Sheffield
Neighborhood Association can continue to provide community benefits
to schools, beautification and other
community organizations.
For the first time, a garden contest category was created in addition
to the non-contest exhibitors. There
were categories for best overall garden and best containers. Eighteen
entries were received to vie for bragging rights and cash prizes. A panel
of expert judges provided a comprehensive critique of the entries, one
of which is pictured at the bottom of
this column.
See you next year for our 41st
Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival,
July 18-19, 2009.
—Laury Lewis, SNA President and
co-chairman of the Sheffield Garden
Walk and Festival.

Photo for SNN by Tom Riley

S

NA held its Annual Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, November 22, at DePaul University’s
Cortelyou Commons. Neighbors and friends
gathered once again for the best bargain meal
in the neighborhood. And, once again, chef Ronnie
Lenzi of the Erie Street Café not only prepared but
donated the all-you-can eat spaghetti entrée. McGee’s Pub on Webster donated the pizzas, salads,
wines and beverages. Chicago Beverage donated
the beer. And cookies were donated by Potbelly on
Webster and Clybourn. Poster printing was donated
by Imprinted Impressions. SNA thanks these vendors
for their generous contributions in making this family
event a success!
The children enjoyed face painting and tricks of a
magician. Music was provided by St. Jam’s. The evening ended with a raffle of neighborhood discount
coupons, books and other goodies.
—Phil Piazza, SNA Board of Directors

Sheffield hosts 40th Garden Walk
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SNA Committees report on 2008 activities

Communications Committee
Both the SNA newsletter and web site continued to receive maintenance this year. The newsletter distribution was changed to include protective covering
and the bulk drop sites were refreshed. The newsletter also featured its first “Year In Review” issue in January 2008.   The web site came thru its first year
in operation with lots of flying colors. The website attracts hundreds of visitors each month.
—Christine Struminski and Jeffrey Markowitz, Co-Chairs
Events Committee
2008 was a wonderful year for the neighborhood with many events sponsored by the Sheffield Neighborhood Association for the community with strong
attendance and an abundance of enthusiastic families and young people.
  The Annual Girls Basketball Game at DePaul University was convened with students, families and young children cheering on our hometown team.
The Annual Trebes Park Concert and Movie Series continued this year with an exciting and energetic concert for all at Trebes Park on June 19 with the
great sounds of the St. Jams, an acoustical and rhythm band originated at St. James Lutheran. Spanning several decades of music from Elvis, to Crosby,
Stills, Nash and Young, and to Chicago’s Blues, this band and vocal group brought everyone together for great sounds and dance. Mark your calendar now
for the June 2009 Trebes Concert scheduled for Thursday, June 18.  
For the first time in many years, the Chicago Park District and the Sheffield Neighborhood Association sponsored “Movies in the Park” at Trebes Park
on August 21. The neighborhood responded enthusiastically to this event, with several hundred gathered with blankets and picnic baskets with popcorn
served for all. Be sure to join us for the 2009 Trebes Park Summer Movie scheduled for August 20. Please check the SNA website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org for the most up-to-date information on our summer events.
— Jeanne Gray, Chair
Planning Committee
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association Planning Committee had an interesting year, reviewing a number of requests for zoning changes, reporting to the
SNA Board of Directors and providing input to the 43rd and 32nd Ward Aldermen. With the economic downturn, real estate activity has slowed and the
Planning Committee saw fewer proposals for zoning changes than in prior years. There were still some projects of note, however.
The SNA had no objection to a zoning change for a new residence at 2263 N. Janssen from RS-3 to RT-4. The SNA reviewed the proposal for a zoning
change for the conversion of the old Fullerton State Bank building at 1425 W. Fullerton into the Lincoln Park Theater for live theatrical performances. The
SNA found this to be a good use for a long-vacant landmark building and, subject to certain conditions regarding parking and traffic, did not object to a
zoning change to increase the height of a portion of the building to accommodate stage equipment. Subsequently, however, we have been advised that
the Lincoln Park Theater project has been halted and that the building is back on the market.
The SNA reviewed a request for a zoning change at 1001-1005 W. Webster for a proposed project with two commercial spaces on the first floor and
six condominium units above. This would replace the old Tomato Head Pizza storefront and the small office building next door. The Planning Committee
did not find that there was a sufficient reason for a zoning change from B1-2 to B1-3 and voted to oppose the request for the plan as presented. We understand that the existing buildings will soon be demolished and have indicated to the developer that we are willing to consider a revised plan for this property that occupies a significant corner within Sheffield and could be a keystone for the vitality of the entire 1100 block of Webster. The SNA also objected
to a request for a zoning change from M1-2 and B1-2 to B1-3 to construct a much larger building at 2212-14 N. Clybourn, though we did not object to
the M1-2 portion being changed to B1-2.
There were several properties which in 2007 it appeared would be developed soon that now appear to be on hold. After a lengthy period of planning
for the renovation of a the multi-unit building at 855 W. Dickens, the owner began work on the building only to have a wall collapse that unfortunately
resulted in the city Department of Buildings requiring that the entire structure be demolished. The SNA has not heard from the owner for many months
regarding plans for this property. He also owns the building to the south on Fremont, which is vacant and in deplorable condition. There has been no apparent activity at this site and the SNA is not aware of what lies ahead for this property. In addition, work on the building at 1024 W. Webster has been at
a standstill for months and the SNA has not been advised as to when work may resume.
The Planning Committee also reviewed the plans for a proposed new shopping center at Ashland and Webster and expressed its concerns about the
limited access to and from the property and its effect on traffic, particularly on Webster Avenue. The proposed deal fell through and it appears the Hayes
Mechanical building is still on the market.
While other neighborhoods have experienced much greater foreclosure activity, Sheffield did have its share. The building at 2034 N. Bissell went
through foreclosure and was boarded up for a time. The good news is that the property was purchased out of foreclosure and has been the subject of
considerable renovation activity. Another foreclosure property, the apartment building at 2214-18 N. Bissell, appears to be undergoing renovation as well.
Several other properties are in foreclosure but have not yet suffered the physical deterioration that was noticeable with these properties.
Despite the poor real estate market, there are still several residences under construction in the neighborhood. It is difficult to predict what will happen
in 2009 and what new proposals the Planning Committee will see.
—Ted Wrobleski, Chair
Schools Committee
Lincoln Park High School will celebrate the 110th Anniversary of Waller/Lincoln Park High School and the 25th Anniversary of LPHS International Baccalaureate Diplomas on Labor Day Weekend 2009, Saturday, September 5, and Sunday, September 6. Details will be provided in the Sheffield Neighborhood
News and on our website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org.
In the last year, Lincoln Park High School was recognized by both U.S. News and World Report and Newsweek magazines for its level of student
performance on state tests as well as AP and IB exams, taking into consideration the number of disadvantaged students present in the school population.
We can all be proud of the students, faculty and school programs! Last year, Lincoln Park received 3,760 applicants to the Magnet Programs (International
Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement and Performing Arts), but was able to accept only 380 students to these programs.
At the thirteenth annual 2008 CPS Awards of Academic Excellence Banquet, Lincoln Park High School seniors left with more awards than any other
high school in attendance.
LP’s Performing Arts Department has been ranked #12 in the state on the IHSA list of Music Departments. This is the highest ranking of all CPS schools
and an improvement over last year’s ranking (13th). Congratulations to all the teachers in the department and our talented students! The Drama Department
presented “A Thurber Carnival” by James Thurber in November 2008. “Winter Musical Revue: Lincoln Park on Broadway” was performed December 11-13
which featured bands, orchestra and choirs in 100 Years of Broadway entertainment. Congratulations to LPHS Jazz Band for scoring Superior in the citywide Jazz Band competition. It received the highest score in the city.
LPHS is a Picturing America award-recipient through a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. Picturing America introduces citizens
of every age to our nation’s history and culture by bringing great works of America art into classrooms and libraries through a collection of high-quality
reproductions and teacher resource book. See an electronic version of the book at picturingamerica.neh.gov
The Sheffield community is proud of the accomplishments of this premiere public school that serves our community. We’re also proud of Oscar Mayer
Magnet Elementary, St. James Lutheran School, and St. Josaphat Elementary. These accomplishments of these other schools will be reviewed throughout
the year in the Sheffield Neighborhood News.
—Jeanne Gray and Marena Swenson, Co-Chairs
For information on the SNA Parks and Beautification Committee’s activities, please see the story by SNA President Laury Lewis on page 1.
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SNA revenues and expenses for 2008

Lincoln Park
Community Research Initiative

T

he Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative (LPCRI) presented its nineteenth semi-annual program on November 20,
“Ghosts of Our Past . . . Hidden Truths: The Chicago City Cemetery & Lincoln Park,” featuring Pamela Bannos, Senior Lecturer, Department of Art Theory and Practice at Northwestern University
presenting her study of the cemetery that was once located on the site
of the present Lincoln Park and some nearby areas. Ms. Bannos researched early city records, historical newspaper articles and presentday discoveries and has produced an excellent website at www.hiddentruths.northwestern.edu displaying her findings and the supporting
materials in a creative and approachable manner. Ms. Bannos coupled
her lecture with visuals from her website explaining how the cemetery
came to be, the decision to move the cemetery, who was buried there,
how the graves were moved (or in many cases may not have been
moved) and how the story of the cemetery developed over the ensuing
years.
Earlier in the year, the LPCRI presented its Spring Program, ”The Legacies of 1968 . . . A City Transformed,” a panel discussion about the 40th
anniversary of the tumultuous Democratic National Convention. The
LPCRI continues to work on plans for 2009. Among other things, the
LPCRI will be developing a program focusing on artists in Lincoln Park
and with the Chicago History Museum in connection with its upcoming
Chicago neighborhood exhibit featuring the Lincoln Park community.
For more information and streamed videos of some of the prior programs, visit www.cgia.depaul.edu/Research/Research.html.
— Ted Wrobleski, Chair, SNA Planning Committee

LPCRI convened a panel discussion about the 1968
Democratic Convention.

Another LPCRI event explored what is buried in Lincoln Park.

St. James Church
welcomes associate pastor

J

ames Edward Huenink was ordained as
Associate Pastor of St. James Lutheran
Church on June 15. District President
Rev. Dan Gilbert of the Northern, IL
District LC-MS presided over the Ordination,
and Rev. Dr. Thomas Feiertag, Assistant Professor
of Theology at Concordia University Wisconsin,
served as the guest preacher.
As Associate Pastor, Huenink joins a 35-person staff and serves the church and school in the
role of Director of Discipleship. As the Director
of Discipleship, he is responsible for Christian
education in the church and school, the professional development of the staff and small group
ministry. Huenink earned his Master’s in Divinity
from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., in May
2008.
St. James Lutheran Church is located at Fremont and Dickens.

St. James Lutheran Church welcomed Rev. James Edward Huenink as Associate Pastor on June 15.

Business spotlight

2

008 brought changes to the business community serving and located in the Sheffield
neighborhood. Ringing out in 2008 were:
Sunflower Market, NAU Clothing, Betsey
Johnson, Active Endeavors, Ann Taylor, The Zone,
Midnight Graham, Tea Gschwendner, Chico’s.
Ringing in were a number of new establishments, including a few new eateries: Helen Ficalora,
Jewel Organic, Blo, Vrai Amour, Hadley Blackies,
Power Plate, J’a Grille, En Beadia, Veria, P.J. Clarke’s,
See.
And some businesses put on a fresh face by
moving to new Sheffield digs: Isabella Fine Lingerie,
Campus Gear, Guise and Chic, Salon 1800.
Though not a business, the Brown Line “EL,” is a
focal point in our neighborhood and along the Armitage shopping corridor. Construction was completed
on the Brown Line Armitage Station, which shines
with new materials, blossoms with new landscaping
and preserves the history of the area all at once. A
job well done and a sight to please the eyes!
—Debbie Bianco, Sheffield resident and Real Estate
Agent, Rubloff Residential Properties, Lincoln Park.
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DePaul University

D

rd
From
43
Ward Alderman Vi Daley
ll economic sectors, public and private, were challenged in 2008. The City was able to pass a balanced

A

budget and fill a shortfall. Service cutbacks, layoffs, and unpaid furlough days for City employees were
necessary to pass a budget that did not raise sales or property taxes.
The Brown Line improvement project is nearing completion. The new Armitage, Diversey and Sedgwick Stations are completed and the Fullerton Station is on schedule for a 2009 completion.
The neighborhood sculpture exhibit that I started seven years ago has grown to a record 20 pieces this year. It
has a new name, the Lakefront Sculpture Exhibit, reflecting our new partnership with Alderman Tom Tunney and
the 44th Ward. The Chamber has been a sponsor since the program’s inception.
There have been a number of pocket parks improved in the neighborhood. Pocket parks are City-owned open
spaces that are not part of the Park District system. Many of these are located on former streets like the Ogden Mall
in Old Town. New landscaping, brick pavers and lighting has improved the areas at Menomonee and Wells, and
Willow and Wells. Through a public/private partnership, a major renovation of the area at Wisconsin and Mohawk
has just been completed.
While construction and development have slowed, there are still promising projects in the works. The
Grossinger dealership on Wells will be moving to a more appropriate location at the former Home Expo just south
of North Avenue on Dayton. A residential developer has proposed to replace the dealership on Wells with a mix of
commercial space and rental apartments. This proposal has been well received by the Old Town community.
The depressed economy has been a factor in an increase in crime throughout the city and in our neighborhood. There certainly seems to be an increase in robberies and burglaries. I have had several security police cameras installed in the neighborhood, including one at Armitage and Seminary and another at Fullerton and Sheffield.
The 18th District police commander recommended the Fullerton and Sheffield location to deter criminals who use
the Fullerton train station to come and go from our neighborhood.
The big news in 2007 was the announcement by Children’s Memorial Hospital that it plans on moving from
Lincoln Park to a new hospital in the Streeterville neighborhood by 2012. In 2008, Children’s broke ground for the
new hospital and we began a planning process to consider the redevelopment of its property here.
At my request, the City’s Department of Planning and Development contracted with a professional planning
firm to help facilitate the discussion. The HOK Planning Group was chosen and has begun working on this project.
A number of community forums are planned to help develop guidelines and a conceptual idea for the redevelopment of this property. While 2012 is still some time away, and there are many undetermined factors that may affect
the ultimate results, it’s important to get our thoughts together now so that we are prepared when the time comes.
We have established a website/blog for community members to post their thoughts and discuss others’ ideas. I
hope that the widest possible community will become engaged in this process, especially residents who do not
typically attend meetings. You can visit this site at www.cmhplanning.blogspot.com.
Perhaps the most exciting event was the election of our fellow Chicagoan, Barack Obama, as President of
the United States. Regardless of your political inclination, this election and, especially, election night, raised the
prominence of Chicago to an international level. The advent of a “Chicago White House” will continue to enhance
the reputation of our city in the coming years.
2009 will bring the announcement of who will host the 2016 Summer Olympics. While there are mixed-opinions on whether this would benefit the city, there’s no doubt that our candidacy has already garnered international
recognition.
I wish you all a Happy New Year and look forward to working with you in the year ahead.
—43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley
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2008 SNA
Annual Meeting

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association
held its annual meeting on February 11,
2008. St. James Church opened its hall to
SNA once again as it has for the last several years. Many neighbors attended.
SNA members elected officers and directors
and presented Educator awards to outstanding
teachers and the Sheffield Star Award for community service.
After SNA board members reviewed the association’s activities for 2007, attendees enjoyed
refreshments provided by local establishments.
Photos for SNN by John Lag

ePaul University’s Monsignor Andrew J. McGowan Science Building (pictured at right), which was
under construction in 2008, has
been completed. A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the opening of the new building took
place on January 6, 2009. The building is
in use for the Winter 2009 semester. With
the completion of this building, DePaul has
no significant construction underway on its
Lincoln Park Campus.
DePaul continues to plan for future development, however, working on a new
Master Plan for the Lincoln Park Campus, including, among other things, new
facilities for its School of Music and Theater School. DePaul has been meeting
with the Neighborhood Advisory Committee, conducting preliminary discussions with regard to various aspects of the new plan, including possible locations
for new buildings and parking and traffic issues. In June, DePaul and SNA, the
Wrightwood Neighbors, the Seminary Townhouse Association and the Lincoln
Park Chamber of Commerce signed a Second Amendment to their Community
Cooperation Agreement under which the University and the community groups
agreed to extend the term of their Community Cooperation Agreement to June 30,
2010. This Agreement expresses the agreement of the University to consult with
the community groups with regard to campus development proposals and other
issues of mutual interest to the University and the community. As of the end of
2008, the new Master Plan was still a work in progress. DePaul’s Board of Trustees
has not approved any plan thus far. When the plan is more developed it will be
made available for public review and comment.
The DePaul Neighborhood Advisory Committee will continue to meet during
2009 to discuss the plan and other issues of concern to the University and the
neighborhood.
—Ted Wrobleski, SNA Planning Chair

		

SNA President Laury Lewis (l) and SNA Schools Committee Co-Chair Marena Swenson (r) with winners of
SNA’s Educator of the Year awards.

SNA President Laury Lewis (l) and SNA Board members Christine Struminski (c) and Ted Wrobleski (r)
with recipients of the Sheffield Star Award.

Thanks to our advertisers

SNN thanks the following advertisers for
their support:
Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center
Anderson Certiified Cleaning Technicians
Paula Arnett, Rubloff Residential Properties
Art De Triumph
Baker Construction Group
Michael Bauknecht & Dana Dinello, Koenig
& Strey
CBC Architects, Inc
Closet Factory
Dandamudi’s
Dog-a-holics
Jane Domurot
Finkl Landscaping
Georgi & Giles Affordable Healthcare
Habitat Design
Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
Program
Mid North Animal Hospital
Anne Roberts Gardens
Millie Rosenbloom, Baird & Warner
Saint Josaphat Parish
St. Vincent dePaul Church
Santeros/DePaul University Museum
Tailored Dog
The Ivy Apartments
Beth Allen Tiernan, Allen Tiernan Real Estate
LLC
Turner Publishing
Victory Gardens
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10 years ago in Sheffield

D

o you remember what was happening in your life in 1998? As always, Sheffield was a busy place. A review of the Sheffield Neighborhood News in 1998 produced
the following flashbacks:

January
SNA President Judith Lauth Casey discusses ongoing neighborhood issues: parking and traffic, commercial and institutional development, increasing residential density, manufacturers’ needs, school improvements, crime and safety, disappearing green space, and retail turnover.
March
SNA announces annual donations; DePaul University schedules activities to commemorate its Centennial in June; DePaul holds a public meeting on March 5 to disclose its
plans for a multi-use building to be built along the south side of Fullerton between Racine and Clinton.
April
SNA holds its Annual Wine & Cheese Party April 25 at Café Ba-Ba-Reeba with music provided by the Old Town School of Folk Music; Alderman Bernardini sponsors a public
meeting on April 27 at St. Vincent DePaul Center to discuss a proposal to install parking meters on Halsted.
May
Amendment to the Community Agreement describing DePaul University’s plans for its Lincoln Park campus signed; groundbreaking for the Ray Meyer Recreation Center
on Sheffield between Webster and Belden; improvements to the west side of the 1800, 1900, 2200 and 2300 blocks of Halsted to be underway with blocks 2000 and 2100
following shortly; city planning commission approves closure of Kingsbury from Cortland south to Clinton despite SNA’s opposition; Oscar Mayer School Principal Robert Blitstein, teachers, students and parents plan to welcome President Clinton to the school in October.
June
SNA Parks Committee meets with Chicago Park District to discuss resodding, adding a seasonal worker, developing plans for beds, monitoring turf use and working with Oscar
Mayer School regarding park use; SNA Board establishes a committee to make Sheffield the Garden District of Chicago; On June 8, DePaul dedicates the $12 million Ray
Meyer fitness and Recreation Center, to replace the surface parking lot in the 2200 block of Sheffield; congratulations to Father Dominic Grassi, pastor of St. Josaphat’s Church,
on his 25th anniversary as a priest.
July
SNA holds 30th annual Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival; SNA President Casey reports that A. Finkl & Sons Co. will provide a trolley to facility touring more than 100 gardens
during the Garden Walk; in response to recommendations of Mayor Daley’s Parking Task Force, the Chicago Transit Authority begins a review of the availability of the land
under and near the elevated tracks for parking; the Cortland Street fountain is dedicated on July 24..
September
DePaul University observes the 100th year since its founding with a year-long Centennial celebration beginning in September with the new school year; Lincoln Park Zoo,
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce and the Chicago Historical Society provide funds to operate a free trolley service during daytime hours on weekends through Labor Day;
SNA asks for ideas on upgrading the Fullerton L stop.
October
SNA hosts the First Annual Sheffield Harvest Fest October 2-3 at Finkl’s Industrial Campus at Southport and Clybourn; SNA engages Moore Landscapes, Inc., to map and analyze the entire Sheffield area and develop plans and cost estimates; SNA holds annual Halloween Party at Trebes Park; 2300 block of N. Bosworth proposed to be rezoned from
manufacturing to business and residential zoning; SNA recommends a special overlay zoning ordinance for the Sheffield neighborhood to restrict the height of new residential
construction; St. James Church holds annual Oktoberfest on October 17.
November
SNA holds its annual Spaghetti Dinner on November 21 at the Cortelyou Commons Building; HGTV chooses Sheffield as a garden background for its show, “Great Gifts 98,”
to be aired in November and December,
December
The city vacates Kingsbury Street to General Iron; Oscar Mayer School holds its Winter Craft Fair on December 5; trees are infested with beetles; plans continue for parking
under the L tracks.

A year in pictures

SNA helped students at Oscar Mayer School create a
garden along Clifton Street.

The 4th annual Janssen/Greenview/Southport (22002300) block party was a great success.

The CTA reopened the Armitage El station on June 5.

On June 19, several hundred Sheffield neighbors and friends
came to Trebes Park for a concert by the St. Jams, sponosred
by SNA and the Chicago Park District.

The 2008 Patrons’ Party was a well-attended and fun evening.
Lisa and Ron Elkins of 2 point perspective hosted the event.
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Have you resolved to
become more involved in
your neighborhood?

I

f so, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
(SNA) is the place. Whether you are new to the
Sheffield neighborhood or a long-time resident,
property owner or business owner, SNA offers a
host of opportunities for involvement.
Every year, SNA seeks candidates to serve on the
board. Ours is a working board, which means that
we need directors who can offer both experience and
time. Typically, candidates will have participated on
an SNA committee or event for a year or two before
stepping up to the board.
A popular event in the neighborhood and an
easy starting point for involvement is the Sheffield
Garden Walk and Festival. Neighbors can serve as
one of the more than 40 managers needed to produce this all-volunteer event, volunteer on the weekend of the festival or simply exhibit a garden.
Another committee that generates visible activity
is Parks and Beautification, which is responsible for
Trebes and Clover Parks and the lush planter baskets
and boxes that adorn the neighborhood. And with
periodic upswings in crime, the Community Safety
Committee often needs additional hands.
Currently, the Communications Committee hopes
to attract more neighbors to work on our bi-monthly
newsletter, the Sheffield Neighborhood News. Openings include photographer/photo archivist and contributing writers to cover certain beats, such as business,
children’s activities and area institutions. For interested
students, we can also work with local schools to get
you credit for community service requirements.
And don’t forget our other committees: Events
(for example, the Spaghetti Dinner and concerts in
Trebes Park), Schools, Historic Resources, Neighborhood Relations, Planning and Membership.
Finally, you can opt to serve as a block liaison
to help deliver notices of meetings and alerts to your
neighbors.
Unable to spare any time right now? At least
consider becoming an official SNA member to ensure
you receive the email notices about meetings, events,
and crime alerts. Look for the membership application included in this newsletter or on our website,
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org.
Let us know of your interests, or just learn more
about SNA by sending an email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com, or leave a message at
773-929-9255. We look forward to hearing from you!

2009 Calendar

February 2, Monday, 7 pm. SNA
Annual Meeting, St. James Lutheran
Church, Fremont and Dickens.
June 18, Thursday, Concert at Trebes
Park, 2250 N. Clifton.
July 18-19, Saturday and Sunday,
41st Annual Sheffield Garden Walk
and Festival, Sheffield and Webster.
August 20, Wednesday, Movie in
Trebes Park, 2250 N. Clifton.
....and much more.
Check SNN and the SNA website at
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org to
learn more about these and other
exciting neighborhood events.

Don’t forget —
you are Sheffield!

C

ommemorate the achievements and happenings in Sheffield during 2009 with brief
notices and photos in the Sheffield Neighborhood News. Do it any time throughout
the year. Send to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com marking the Subject: 2009 Kudos or
2009 Photos, as appropriate.

		

		

Toward a happier, healthier
and less stressful new year!

T

his past year has brought us amazing events….bringing both hope and concern to us all as
individuals and as members of a community.
While we each have our personal concerns, a strengthened sense of community can
bring harmony and comfort to our homes and reduce the stress of urban living.
Please join us in capturing and advancing the spirit of cooperation and unity by observing the
following suggestions, laws, and courtesies. This list was drawn from questions frequently asked of
the SNA and while many of the issues have been addressed in articles, they keep reappearing. So,
take the time to gently remind your friends and neighbors that change exists on a continuum and
that by working together, the spirit of the Sheffield neighborhood can be enhanced by good neighborly practices!
1. Even though people are driving less these days, speed limits still exist. For residential streets
it is 30 mph, for alleyways 15 mph. Give yourself some time — don’t rush!
2. Speaking of alleys, use them judiciously.
Don’t let young children play unsupervised. Stay alert at all times for traffic and strangers passing
through.
3. In keeping with the spirit of living green, ride a bike.
However, giving the planet a break does not relieve us of more mundane responsibilities. Bicyclists are required to observe the same stop signs and traffic signals as motor vehicles. This also
includes giving the right-of-way to pedestrians, observing one-way street patterns and properly
signaling turns. For safety’s sake, those who are 12 years old and under must wear a helmet. Protective headgear is highly recommended for anyone who is cycling in an urban area. The 12-and-under
crowd can ride on city sidewalks, but for everyone else this is prohibited. For those folks choosing
motorized scooters, vehicular rules apply here also.
For more information go to The Chicagoland Bicycle Federation: http://www.biketraffic.org/ or
the Chicago Department of Transportation Bike Program: http:/www.chicagobikes.org
4. Walk for health and energy conservation and even convenience.
There are no designated walking promenades in Sheffield. Please try to remember the old adage of “stop, look, listen and if it is clear, proceed quickly across the street.” This is a good thing to
do for personal safety as well as improved traffic control. Jaywalking should also be avoided.
5. We all practice rodent control, but sometimes we forget that pet foods and bird seeds are
welcome treats for the unwashed and unwanted rats. Rats also like garbage and pet feces….so
remember to keep your trash receptacle lids closed and pick up after your pets.
6. Keeping it clean also means picking up litter.
A great assist for the neighborhood is to pick up after the commercial handbills to minimize litter
build-up. It is illegal to place commercial handbills in mailboxes and also on doorknobs or wedging
in entranceways. The first violates federal law and the latter are prohibited by city ordinance. For
more, see City of Chicago Ordinace: 10-8-271.
7. Let the dogs run, but not wildly.
For the safety of your dog, keep him or her leashed while walking in public places. Chicago
ordinance 7-12-030 states: “Animals shall be restrained … and that it is unlawful for any owner to
allow his or her animal to cross outside the property line of its owner to any extent unless the animal
is leashed and under the control of its owner or another responsible person.” There is a fine for violations of this law. So save money and keep your pets safe.
For running room and canine adventure, try visiting one of the doggie parks such as Wiggly
Field, 2645 N. Sheffield, or Churchill Park, 1825 N. Damen. Other dog-friendly areas can be found
at www.chicagoparkdistrict.com.
8. Keep roads and walkways clear.
Shovel the snow and remove the ice. There don’t appear to be any exemptions from this obligation and it applies to owners and tenants. Section 10-8-180 of the City code has pretty exacting,
instructional language: “Every owner, lessee, tenant, occupant or other person having charge of any
building or lot of ground in the city abutting upon any public way or public place shall remove the
snow and ice from the sidewalk in front of such building or lot of ground.
If the sidewalk is of greater width than five feet, it shall not be necessary for such person to remove snow and ice from the same for a space wider than five feet.
In case the snow and ice on the sidewalk shall be frozen so hard that it cannot be removed without injury to the pavement, the person having charge of any building or lot of ground as aforesaid
shall, within the time specified, cause the sidewalk abutting on the said premises to be strewn with
ashes, sand, sawdust, or some similar suitable material, and shall, as soon thereafter as the weather
shall permit, thoroughly clean said sidewalk.
The snow which falls or accumulates during the day (excepting Sundays) before four p.m. shall
be removed within three hours after the same has fallen or accumulated. The snow which falls or accumulates on Sunday or after four p.m. and during the night on other days shall be removed before
ten a.m.
Secure no parking signs from the Alderman for vans on moving days.
Remember that alleys are not long-term parking lots for delivery vans or workmen….double
parking and using the hydrant spaces are technically prohibited as well.
Commercial vehicles shouldn’t be parking on the street overnight. Your own pick-up truck or
van, if it weighs less than 4,500 lbs and bears all the valid permits, is okay when parked at the curb
adjacent to your place. See Ordinance Section 9-64-170 for more clarification if you need it. Subsection (e) provides a good definition of commercial vehicle.
9. Noise can’t be avoided in a big city, but try to keep a lid on it. Construction work noise created by mechanical equipment can start as early as 8 am every day of the week, but should cease by
8 pm. (Section 11-4-2835) Exceptions for emergencies or public improvements do exist.
We live in close proximity so it would be nice if “inside voices” could be used outside as much
as possible. For outdoor parties and play groups, a heads-up to your neighbors or use of a public
park would be nice. City ordinance prohibits excessive noise after 10pm.
10. Unfortunately, crime is up throughout the city and Sheffield is no exception. Stay alert, stay
safe.
The SNA Board of Directors hopes that you will join us in making Sheffield even a more wonderful place to live and wishes everyone peace, prosperity, and good will. Smile and say hi to your
neighbors and keep an extra eye out for the elderly or others needing a little bit of help.
If you have a good neighborly suggestion that you would like to share with Sheffield, please send it
to SNA at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com, Subject: Neighborly Suggestion. Thank
you.
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Join the Advisory Councils for our neighborhood parks
BY LAURY LEWIS

T

he Chicago Park District (CPD) has notified the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA) that
Park Advisory Councils (PACs) must be formed
for both Trebes Park and Clover Playlot.
The CPD is committed to the improvement of its
parks by enhancing their maintenance, beauty and recreational programs. A successful partnership between
the PAC and the CPD can help enhance the parks as
important centers of community activity. PACs are independent and separate entities apart from the CPD. Their
role is to provide recommendations and suggestions to
the CPD regarding their respective parks and have no
authority or power related to the CPD, City of Chicago
or State of Illinois.
The CPD cannot provide funding for a PAC and
may not hold funds for a PAC. Membership in the PAC
is voluntary and the CPD accepts no responsibility for
the actions of PAC officers and members. The CPD
reserves all authority to make policy and administrative
decisions. PAC’s may not mandate activities, programs
or policies. The CPD retains all authority to set fee

structures and establish operating procedures for the park
facilities.
The purpose and goals of the PAC include:
1. To provide the CPD’s local, regional and administrative staff with an advisory voice on matters
relating to its specific park. These include facilities improvements, programming, landscaping,
budgeting, safety/security and overall evaluations
of service.
2. Conducting fundraising events for the purpose
of generating revenue to fund the purchase of
equipment, additional programming or other
improvements.
The benefits of a PAC include:
1. Recognition as an organization that can
effectively relate the community’s goals and
visions for the parks to the CPD.
2. Updates on various park projects and programs.
3. Appropriate space (when/where available) for
meetings of the PAC
4. A link to the PAC web page included on the CPD
web site.
5. Invitation to the annual “Advisory Council
Appreciation Day” picnic.
The SNA is asking for volunteers to submit applications to become PAC members. A PAC member can be a
member of more than one PAC; however, a PAC member
cannot be an officer of more than one PAC. Any person
who is a resident of the City of Chicago can become a
voting member of the PAC. The PAC will not discriminate because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
ancestry, age, marital status, physical or mental handicap,
unfavorable discharge from the military, parental status or
sexual orientation. The PAC will consist of at least three

members, including the elected officers. Every member
must complete a membership application. Any member
whose work involves contact with children or any finances must submit a volunteer application to the CPD
and may be asked to submit to a criminal background
check. There must be a minimum of one annual meeting for the election of officers and the term for each
officer is one year.
The SNA would like to receive the applications to
submit to the CPD by the end of 2008. After applications are received, an annual meeting date can be set
for election of officers. You may obtain an application
and review the PAC bylaws and procedures by going
online at Chicagoparkdistrict.com and then clicking
on the PAC link or by calling the CPD Department of
Legislative and Community Affairs at 312-742-5236. If
you are interested in serving on either park advisory
council, please contact the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association by visiting www.sheffieldneighborhood.
org and using the “contact us” link or call the Sheffield
phone line at 773-929-9255 and leave a message.
Laury Lewis is SNA President.

Winter reminders

A

s the arrival of winter has come upon us, it
is always helpful to review the City’s winter parking restrictions and snow removal
procedures. Chicago’s annual snowrelated parking restrictions took effect on Saturday,
December 1, on a number of critical arterial streets
and will end on April 1, regardless of snow. Motorists ignoring the posted seasonal tow zone face a
minimum $150 towing fee in addition to a $50
ticket and an initial $10 daily storage fee.
A separate ban on parking exists on additional
main streets when there is 2 inches of snow on the
street, regardless the time of day or the calendar
date. These streets include Halsted, Armitage, Clark,
North, Division, Lincoln, Clybourn, Fullerton, and
Diversey.
Both of these seasonal restrictions are marked
by signs that are permanently posted on designated
routes. They constitute Chicago’s “Snow Route
System,” which was created in response to massive
snowstorms. These routes must be clear for emergency vehicle access.
In addition to parking issues, there are many
safety issues related to snowfalls. In accordance
to 10-8-180 Snow and Ice Removal Policy, every
owner, lessee, tenant, occupant or other person having responsibility of any building ground in the city
abutting upon any public way or public place shall
remove the snow from the sidewalk in front of such
building or lot.
In case of severely frozen snow and ice, the person having responsibility of the sidewalk is required
to place ashes, sand, sawdust or other suitable materials to eliminate any danger to pedestrians. There
is a provision that protects people who remove snow
or ice at such locations from being held liable for
civil damages.
If you have a neighbor who is elderly or otherwise physically unable to clear his or her own
sidewalk, please call your Alderman and he or she
will attempt to find volunteers to assist.
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Thank you, Sheffield neighborhood residents!

D

o you enjoy receiving the Sheffield Neighborhood News? Do you enjoy seeing the planters on corners of our commercial streets?
Do you enjoy the neighborhood events? Do
you know that the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
works with the Aldermen’s office and city departments
to help provide guidance on neighborhood needs? Do
you know that SNA is a volunteer group of residents
and businesses that work together to improve the
conditions of life, work, recreation, health and safety
of our neighborhood? Would you like to receive email
notices about neighborhood issues and events? Please
support SNA by becoming a member! If your name is
not on this list, you are not a member.
Is your name on the following list of dues-paying
SNA members? If not, why not? Just because you receive the Sheffield Neighborhood News does not mean
you are an SNA member. Read this issue of SNN to see
all that SNA does for you! A membership application is
included in each issue of SNN.
SNA
Members:
Scott Adams and Licia Leslie		
All She Wrote		
Simon Amich and Liz Kores
Kimball and Karen Anderson
Dan Anderson, Anderson Certified Cleaning Technicians
Ernest and Paula Arnett
Paula Arnett, Rubloff
Rich Ashbeck
Alan and Jennifer Axelrod
Rick and Jan Bail
Charlene Baizer
Brad Balke
Robert Barrett and Colleen Cassell
Tom Bartkoski
Michael Bauknecht and Dana Dinello, Koenig and Strey
Wendy and Steve Beard
Nan and John Bedford
Doug Bell
Tony Benedetto
Robert and Merilee Benson
Susan Benton
Paul and Kathy Berghoff
Debbie and Frank Bianco
Bob and Jo Birkmeyer
Terence Blain, Potbelly Sandwich Works
Kevin Blake
Bastiaan Bouma and Kathy Deane
Paul Boykas
Adam and Christa Brady
Edward and Annette Bruno
Jay Burkett and Robin Koch
Bobby Burleson, Kincade’s
Phil and MaryBeth Canfield
Armando Cantu
Eric and Jenny Carpenter
Jeff and Jennie Casaday
Patrick Casey and Judith Lauth Casey
Fran Casey, DePaul University
Mary Jean Ceaser, Robinson’s #1 Ribs
Tom and Torey Chambers
Jim and Linda Cherney
Lisa Chigas and Marilyn Frank and Boyce Moffitt, Spex
Michael J. Cino
Anthony and Lirfa Coates, Ja’ Grill
Scott Cohen
Joe and Lori Cole
Buell and Victoria Cole
Barry and Lynn Collins
Christopher Collins
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Cook
Holly and Steve Cortes

SNA Business Members

Please shop locally and support the following SNA Business Members:

2 point perspective, inc.
2120 N. Bissell
A Finkl & Sons
2011 N. Southport
Alderman Vi Daley
735 W. Wrightwood
All She Wrote
825 W. Armitage
Allen Tiernan Real Estate LLC:
Beth Allen Tiernan
1530 W. Fullerton
Anderson Certified Cleaning
Technicians
2250 N. Bissell
Anne Roberts Gardens, Inc.
4118 N. Kostner
Baker Construction Group
2222 N. Elston
Beaumont Bar & Grill
2020 N. Halsted
CBC Architects, Inc.		
Children’s Memorial Hospital
2300 Children’s Plaza
Curves Lakeview
2825 N. Sheffield
Dandamudi’s Custom Cabinetry
2121 N. Clybourn
DePaul University
1 E. Jackson
DePaul Library
2350 N. Kenmore
Design Shoppe
2009 N. Fremont
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop
2070 N. Clybourn
Family Pet Animal Hospital
1401 W. Webster
2052 N Seminary, Inc. and
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.
3044 N. Greenview
Glascott & Associates
2156 N. Halsted
Greater Little Rock Church
834 W. Armitage
Hellman Frame Shop
2152 N. Bissell
ICM Properties
1438 W. Belmont
Iron Works Fencing
2100 N. Southport
Ja’ Grill
1008 W. Armitage
K. Paige Salon
956 W. Webster
Kelly’s Pub
949 W. Webster
Kincade’s
950 W. Armitage
Koenig & Strey:
Michael Bauknecht/Dana Dinello
1214 W. Webster
La Canasta Restaurant
1119 W. Webster
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
1925 N. Clybourn
Lincoln Park Parents Association
2045 N. Lincoln Park West
M&R Car Imports Service
1951 N. Sheffield
McGee’s
950 W. Webster
Milito Car Wash
1106 W. Fullerton
Milito Mobil
1106 W. Fullerton
My Corner Playroom
2121 N. Clybourn
National City Bank
921 W. Armitage
Nookies Too, Inc.
2114 N. Halsted
Potbelly Sandwich Works
1422 W. Webster
Rubloff Residential Properties:
Paula Arnett
2663 N. Halsted
Robinson’s No. 1 Ribs
655 W. Armitage
Sai Café, Inc.
2010 N. Sheffield
Sir Speedy
1711 N. Clybourn
Spex
2136 N. Halsted
St. James Lutheran Church
2101 N. Fremont
St. Josaphat Church
2311 N. Southport
St. Vincent’s Church
1010 W. Webster
State Restaurant
935 W. Webster
Sweet Mandy B’s
1208 W. Webster
The Ivy Apartments
2437 N. Southport
Vrai Amour
953 W. Webster
Wallace Realty
1700 N. Ashland
Webster’s Wine Bar
1480 W. Webster

Walter and Carole Crowley
Alderman Vi Daley, 43rd Ward Office
John and Angela D’Antonio
Reverend Leroy Davenport, Greater Little Rock Church
Sam and Dolly DeBlase
Kathryn DeGraff, DePaul Library Special Collections
Robert DePalma
Danielle and Harel Deutsch
Anthony and Laurie Dombrowski
Kevin Donnellon
Pastor Robert Donovan, St. James Lutheran Church and School
Keith and Sheila Dorman
Richard and Vicki DuFour
Sarah Dugan and Jason Finkl, A. Finkl and Sons
Tim Egan
Andrea Eisfeldt and Jason Etheridge
Ruthmarie and Walter Eisin
Jon Ekdahl and Marcia Opp
Lisa and Ron Elkins, 2 point perspective, inc.
Stephen Elpern
Stephen Engberg and Myrna Kulp
Lane Epstein, Baker Construction Group
Jim Fairhall
Gerald and Edith Falk
Sarah and Kevin Farrell
Diane Farwick
John Farwick
Gil and Marge Fauteux
Joel and Toni Fenchel
Harry and Barbara Flaxman
Jerry and Ann Fohrman
Hamish Forrest
Jocelyn Francoeur and Ryan Hedges
Laura Freeburg, National City Bank
Craig Freedman
Stephen and Anita Friedman
John Fritchey, 11th District State Representative
Dirk Fucik, Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop
Ramsay and Nada Fuleihan
Margaret Gadon and John Riley
Wayne Gailis
Paul Gallagher and Jeanne Gray
Leanne and Patrick Galvin
David and Sheila Ganch
Alex and Katie Garber
Frances Gatziolis
Jim and Lori Gelbort
Charles and Nadine Gelman
Ray and Mary Ann Genellie
Rebecca Gerber
Kostas Giannoulias, State Restaurant
Pat Gibson
Lilia L. Gillis, My Corner Playroom
Timothy Glascott, Glascott and Associates
2052 N Seminary, Inc. and Golden Nail Builders, Inc.
William Gordon
Robert and Sophie H Gordon
Susan and Ben Goren
Kathleen Gorom
Suzanne Green
Kent Griffiths
Peg Griffiths
George Gross and Lanni Guttman
Rachel and Steve Gross
Paul and Jennifer Gunning
Matthew and Christina Haaf
Helen Haas
Stephen and Arlene Hardy
Denis Harrington
Father Patrick Harrity, St. Vincents Church
Ben and Mary Hart
David and Diane Hathaway
Patty Hayes
Glenn and Anne Hebert
Jim Hering and Martha Winkler-Hering
Dan and Beth Hermann
Bruce and Vicki Heyman
Mike and Stephanie Heyse
Mark Hoffman
Katie Holahan
Amy and John Honey
Brian Horwood and Mary Beth Berkoff
Don Houde
Christine Jack
Morgen and Courtney Jacobson
Ted Jadwin and Ellen Morris		
Walker and Carolyn Johnson
Arthur Johnston and Jose Pena
Ken and Julie Jones
Joanie Jones, Curves Lakeview
Joyce Judah
David and Karie Katz
Grace Kelly-Volk and Craig Volk
Polly Kelly, Kelly’s Pub
John and Polly Kelly
Ira and Marianne King
Marnie Kinsley and Richard Harley
Mary J. Klasen
Leia Kolden and Sarita Dandamudi, Dandamudi’s Custom Cabinetry
David and Maxwell Kremin
Mark and Carrie Kuberksi
Ken Labok, Children’s Memorial Hospital
La Canasta Restaurant
John Lader and Mary Gott
Charles and Diane Laff
John and Laura Lag
Michelle A Laiss
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. LaRocco, Jr.
Carl and Jennifer Larson
Tom and Jeannie Lawson
Chris Lea		
Ronnie and Amy Lenzi
Ronald and Geraldine Lenzi
George and Tina Lesniak, Sir Speedy
Cindy Levine, Sweet Mandy B’s
Warren and Sue Levins
Laurence Lewis and Nancy Bradt
Kiki and William Liberopoulos
Jonathan Linas and Tanya Nair
Lincoln Park Parents Association
Charles and Stephanie Linebaugh II
Amy and Tim Lobner
Stan and Kelley Lovelace
Kevin Lynch
MandR Car Imports Service
Marda Mabee, Hellman Frame Shop
Tom and Janan MacDonald, Webster’s Wine Bar
Madelyn MacMahon
Meg Malee, Designe Shoppe
Cinnamin Malone
Paul Malueg and Rachel Hadley Malueg
George and Stephanie Mantis
Arthur and Elaine Margulis
Marianne and Jeffrey Markowitz
Philip Matsumura and F. Marion Hulett
David Matthews and Christine Struminski
Rebecca Mayer and Chris Frere, The Ivy Apartments
Pamela McCabe
Jerry and Maureen McElvain
John and Pat McGowan
Pete and Claire McIntosh
Bill and Rosemary McNulty
Trina McRae
Sheila A. Mehigan
Robert Metz
Joseph and Barbara Meyer
Bob and Jean Meyers
Chuck and Susan Michod
Audra Miles
Tony Milito, Milito Car Wash
Tony Milito, Milito Mobil
Bob and Jill Minetz
Richard C. Minto
Marla Minuskin, Family Pet Animal Hospital
Michael Mitsoglou, Nookies Too, Inc.
Kevin Monahan
David Montagano
Steve Moravec and Chandra Greer

Shelly and Peter Murray
David Narefsky and Linda Goodman
Delia and William Nau
Harriet New Delman
Mary Newman
Robert and Victoria Noonan
Kathy Nowlin
Marty and Bonnie Oberman
John O’Brien, Iron Works Fencing
Matthew O’Connor
Paul, Karin and Hallie O’Connor
Paul O’Keefe
William and Jean Olenick
Chris and Charlene Olson
Chris and Patricia Pagnucco
Steven and Kristen Paige, K. Paige Salon
Tom and Nancy Patterson
Ted and Kathy Pearson
Joe Perkowitz
Joanne Petrillo
Philip Piazza
Antigone and Lee Polite
Reverend Richard Prendergast, St. Josaphat Church
David F. Prindable
Joseph and Caitlin Pultz
Ronald and Lois Raedeke
Bob Ramsay
Wesley and Johnnie Ready-Spencer
Luke and Margo Reese
Douglas Reichl and Erin Schertler
Joe and Laurie Reina
Nancy Reno-Shikoff
Diana Rich
Elizabeth and Tobin Richter
Tom Riley and Sylvia Pozarnsky
Beth Rizer
John and Dale Roberts
Miriam Roberts
Anne Roberts, Anne Roberts Gardens
Jean Robinson
Judy Roth
Mary Beth Rowley and Frank Steponate, Beaumont Bar and Grill
Randy and Fiona Royer
Wayne and Mary Russell
Toshiko Sahara
Sai Café, Inc.
James Sailer and Dr Anne Marie Kudelka
John and Bev Sands
Chris Santiago
Michael and Joan Sapp
Kelly and Dan Savage
Adam L Scheffler
Kim Schilf, Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
Stacia Schlosser
Peter Schmitz and Bronwyn Poole
Andrew Schorr
Brad Schreiber
Chris and Cathy Schuba
Kathy Schubert
Kent Shafer and Allison Salomon
Wally Shah and Elizabeth Ware
Ryan Shanley
Carter and Jeffrey Sharfstein
Chuck and Lynn Shotwell
Ann Shuman
Len Siegal and Cathy Stix
Sam and Alyse Siegel
Garett and Kori Skiba
Daniel and Caryn Smietana
Michele Smith
Dave and Matt Somsky, Vria Amour
Jeany and Bob Soshnik
Clifford Spanierman and Judith Nemes Spanierman
Susan and Tom Staab
Steve and Lois Stack
Adlai and Nancy Stevenson
Beth Stockli and Patrick Kennedy
Howard and Audrey Stovall
Karl and Fran Suess
Terry Sullivan
Joe and Shelly Sundberg
John and Jill Svoboda
Marena Swenson
Michael Swinger and Colleen Sheenam
Les Teichner and Doris Ayres
Ingeborg and Otto Teske
Erich and Janice Teske
Beth Ann Tiernan, Allen Tiernan Real Estate LLC
Michele Torchia
Dr. Edward Tuder
Beth and David Tulipan
Thomas Tully
Marvin Ullman
John and Marcia Volk
Bill and Deborah Vonderhaar
Russell Wallace, Wallace Realty
Laura and Bill Wangerin
Regina Waters
Christine and Tim Weil
Ted and Haley Weldon
Lisa Whatley
Charles and Leah Wheelan
Mary Alice Wheeler
Jesse White
Bill and Susan White
Ed Wierman
Michael Wigman
Kimberly and Thomas Williamson
Adam Winick, ICM Properties
Steve and Barb Wolf
Ron and Linda Wolf
Ted Wrobleski
Ivan and Candace Yee
James and Katherine Zartman
Noreen Heron Zautchke
Marie Zenere
Michael Zycinski and Christina Harbrecht

SNA welcomes the following new members: Buell
and Victoria Cole, Peg Griffiths, Amy and John Honney, David and Karie Katz, Simon Amich and Liz Kores,
Charles and Diane Laff, Meg Malee of Design Shoppe,
Jerry and Maureen McElvain, Delia and William Nau,
Harriet new Delman, Joseph and Caitlin Pultz, Susan
and Tom Staab, Karl and Fran Suess, Lisa Whatley, Noreen Heron Zautcke and 2052 N. Seminary, Inc/Golden
Nail Builders, Inc.
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join.
Membership dues are: $20 Family; $15 Individual, $5
Senior, $45 Business. Please complete the enclosed form
and mail it with your check to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614.
If you have not received your membership window decal
and would like to display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

How can I....

		

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check for $_____
$20
Family membership		
$15
Individual membership

$5
$45

Senior membership
Business membership

Name:
Address:
Phone:						

E-mail:

Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614.
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Recipe for a successful block party
BY JEFFREY MARKOWITZ

E

ach year, many micro-communities in the
Sheffield neighborhood have block parties.
Planning the parties and the events themselves create opportunities to strengthen your
relationships with neighbors you may already know
and also to meet many other neighbors you wouldn’t
otherwise have the opportunity to meet. A block party
is a fantastic opportunity to get the neighborhood kids
and adults together and can quickly become an annual
event that all neighbors look forward to. The planning
of the event, which can take place over the course
of several meetings, is a collaborative effort that can
provide a chance for neighbors to contribute their skill
and creativity.
In our neighborhood, the generosity and hard
work of our neighbors helped build mutual respect and
formed lasting bonds of friendship between neighbors
who, before planning the first block party, barely knew
one another even after residing on the same block for
years. Communities are based on collaboration and
friendship, and a block party can be just the ingredient
needed to turn a street into a strong neighborhood.  
The 2300 block of Janssen hosts an annual block party
for Southport (2200-2300), Janssen (2200-2300), Greenview (2200-2300), and the contiguous blocks of Belden.
Below is a step-by-step recipe we followed which you can
use to develop your own block party. To ensure success,

please remember to start planning early in the year.
• Appoint a block party leader.
• Pick a date for the block party — be sure to select it several months in advance.
• Secure a block party permit through your alderman’s office.
• If this is your neighborhood’s first block party,
you will need to get a signed petition. Contact
your alderman’s office for details.
• Communicate date to neighbors. This can be
done via e-mail or a paper flyer (since not everyone has e-mail).
• Organize several planning meetings to….
- Develop a schedule for the day
- Set up committees to plan and manage kids’
activities, music, donations, communications, and signage and flyers.
- Organize who will bring food, drinks. etc.
(we do it block by block — west side of Janssen handles drinks, east side desserts, etc.)
- Devise a job schedule, including set up and
clean up detail for the day.
• Design a funding strategy to help offset event
costs (corporate sponsor, solicit neighborhood
monetary donations, entrance fee).
• You may want to secure a tent in case of poor
weather.
• Organize kids events, for example, bouncy, arts
and crafts, bike parade, water balloon fight,
piñata.
• Organize music, DJ, band, etc.
• Organize street cleaning for the weekend in
advance of the event.
• Post laminated signage in the area highlighting
the event at least 3 weeks in advance.
• Put up No Parking signage obtained from the
alderman’s office the week of the event.
Have fun and get to know your neighbors!
In an upcoming issue of SNN, I will discuss other
ways to bring neighbors together.
Jeffrey Markowitz co-chairs SNA’s Communications Committee.

Sheffield* real estate sales drop dramatically
BY PAULA ARNETT

O

nly 135 real estate transactions have occurred in the neighborhood this year, as you
can see from the accompanying chart. This
is a 30% decrease from 2007, when 194
transactions closed, and a 47% decrease from years
2004, 2000 and 2005 when 257 and 256 transactions
closed. Single-family sales declined 15% from 2007
and 31% from years 2005, 1999 and 1998 when 49
closed. Condo sales declined 35% from 2007 and

54% from year 2000 when 199 closed. Multi units
declined 9% from 2007 and 60% from 2004 when 25
closed. No vacant land sold in 2008.
The average selling price of a single-family home in
2008 was $1,827,353 with $675,000 being the lowest
and $3,600,988 being the highest price. The average
selling price of a condo in 2008 was $540,240 with
$223,000 being the lowest and $865,463 being the highest price. The average selling price of multi-units in 2008
was $1,033,240 with $540,000 being the lowest and
$1,735,000 being the highest price.
My 11th Annual 2007-2008 Sheffield Neighborhood
Real Estate Market Report will be published soon, and
many more details and statistics will be included. If you
would like a copy of this report or a previous report, please
contact me at 773-294-1822 or parnett@rubloff.com.
Foreclosures are a big topic and the Sheffield neighborhood is not exempt, though not deluged, as outlined below.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, SNA Patrons’
Party Chair, and a Broker Associate with Rubloff specializing in residential real estate sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton
on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago River
on the West.

Number of Sheffield Neighborhood Real Estate Transactions**
2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997
Total
135
194
211
256
257
245
249
243
257
218
228
219
												
Single Family 34
40
38
49
47
36
45
34
39
49
49
35
Condominium 91
140
165
184
182
195
186
184
199
148
154
162
Multi-Unit
10
11
6
19
25
12
14
22
16
20
22
21
Vacant Land 0
3
2
4
3
2
4
3
3
1
3
1
**Reported from Midwest Real Estate Data LLC, formerly MLSNI (Multiple Listing Service of Northern Illinois) thru 1-3-09

			
Date Filed
Location
Type
Unknown
2000 Block of Bissell
MU
November 2008 2200 Block of Bissell
MU/SF
Unknown
2200 Block of Bissell
MU
July 2008
1300 Block of Fullerton Condo
October 2008
2200 Block of Halsted
Condo
Unknown
2200 Block of Kenmore Condo
Unknown
2200 Block of Kenmore Condo
Unknown
2100 Block of Racine
Condo

Mortgage
Amount
$800,750
$1,996,000
$3,435,332
$272,850
$184,000
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

Foreclosures
Date Purchased
April 2005
October 2004
February 2006
March 2002
November 2005
July 2003
July 2005
January 2007

Price		
Notes
$765,000
Resold June 2008 for $540,000
$975,000
Currently Pending at $2,150,000
$3,250,000 Resold May 2008 for undisclosed amount
$344,000				
$230,000				
$455,000
Resold September 2008 for $455,000
$559,000
Currently Pending at $458,000
$450,501
Resold August 2007 for $575,000

January / February 2009

