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SNA honors volunteers and new Board at 2009 Annual Meeting

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association
reviewed its 2008 activities and recognized
outstanding contributions to the neighborhood
during its 2009 Annual Meeting, February 2 at
St. James Lutheran Church, Fremont and Dickens. New
officers and board members were elected as well as recipients for the Sheffield Educator award and Sheffield
Star award were introduced. Alderman Vi Daley of the
43rd Ward and Commissioner Mike Quigley from the
Cook County Board were introduced.
Elected unanimously as 2009 SNA officers and
directors were: President, Laury Lewis; First Vice President, Judith Lauth Casey; Second Vice President, Dan
Hermann; Treasurer, Hamish Forrest; Assistant Treasurer,
Art Margulis; Secretary, Stephanie Linebaugh. Elected
as a Director with a term expiring in 2010 was Tony
Russomanno and elected as Directors with terms expiring in 2012 were Christine Struminski, Marena Swenson, Patty Hayes and Bob Birkmeyer.
The Year in Review
SNA President Laury Lewis discussed the activities of
the association during the past year. A portion of the
net proceeds from the 2008 Sheffield Garden Walk
and Festival was donated to the schools of St. Josaphat,
St. James, Oscar Mayer and Lincoln Park High School.
Other community organizations receiving donations
included Anixter Center, the Salvation Army, St. Vincent

SNA President Laury Lewis speaks at SNA’s Annual Meeting.
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BY LAURY LEWIS

DePaul Center, Christopher House, Lincoln Park Community Shelter, Little Sisters of the Poor, Lincoln Park
Research Initiative, Mary Crane Center and the Lincoln
Park Lakeview Art Initiative. The feed the needy food programs at St. Josaphat, St. James, St. Vincent DePaul and
the Greater Little Rock Church also received donations. If
the 2009 Sheffield Garden Walk is a great success, more
monies can be given to these worthy causes.
Laury Lewis reported that despite the difficult
economy, the financial condition of SNA is the second
best ever. This was due to the success of the Garden
Walk and a carefully planned budget for the SNA. Also
discussed were the enhanced capabilities of the SNA
website administered by Jeff Markowitz and Judy Casey.
Paula Arnett discussed membership, indicating that the
number of members had increased and that starting in
2009, members will be able to pay dues with a credit
card. Further details will appear in SNN. Ted Wrobleski,
planning chairman, indicated that with the real estate

market downturn, there wasn’t a great deal of zoning
activity for new construction in Sheffield. Ted did report
that DePaul University is in the process of developing
a new Master Plan for the Lincoln Park campus and
that the SNA would be active in working on the DePaul
Neighborhood Advisory Committee on this proposal in
2009 SNA will again be hosting at Trebes Park a family
concert in June and a family movie in August. Laury
Lewis reported that the planter boxes throughout the
Sheffield neighborhood and the entry planters in Trebes
Park again received awards from Mayor Daley’s Landscape Awards Program for community landscapes.
SNA Awards
SNA Schools Co-chair Marena Swenson presented SNA’s
Educator of the Year Award to Kevin Krakovsky, Department Chairman of the Sciences at Lincoln Park High
School; and teachers at St. Josaphat School, Oscar Mayer
School and St. James School (see story on page 3).
SNA President Lewis was joined by SNA Board
members Polly Kelly and Ted Wrobleski to present the
2009 Sheffield Star Awards, which SNA gives to people
and organizations who have worked for the betterment
of the Sheffield neighborhood (see story on page 3).
SNA offers thanks to St. James Lutheran Church for
providing the meeting space and to Café BaBaReeba,
Chicago Beverage, Kelly’s Pub and SNA Board members for providing additional food and beverages.
Laury Lewis is SNA President, Beautification and Parks
Chair, and Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival Co-Chair.

The 41st annual Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival needs you
BY LAURY LEWIS

T

he 41st Annual Sheffield Garden Walk and
Festival will be held July 18-19. Meet your
neighbors and learn how the neighborhood
functions. Volunteer to become a Manager
of the 41st Annual Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival
Planning Team. Join your fellow neighbors and help
the Sheffield Neighborhood Association raise money to
fund our good works for next year.
The Garden Walk is the predominant fundraising vehicle for the SNA. Over the last 20 years, we’ve

Shoveling your sidewalk

I

t’s the neighborly thing to do! IT’S ALSO THE
LAW! Chicago Municipal Code, sections 4-4310 and 10-8-180
Make Chicago safe for everyone by clearing snow and ice from the public sidewalk in front of
your property. We are all pedestrians at some point in
the day, whether walking to the bus, to a car or to a
neighborhood business. Without a wide, clear path,
snow and ice on the sidewalk make it difficult for
everyone – especially people with disabilities, seniors
and children – to walk safely. Be a good neighbor
and offer help to those in your community who are
physically unable to clear their own sidewalks.
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SNA awards go to
teachers and other
deserving people
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rebuilt Trebes Park and Playlot twice, spending over
$200,000 of Garden Walk profits. We were one of the
first to pay for and install a wrought-iron fence surrounding a park in the city. Please note the concrete pathway,
steel park benches, Victorian-style pathway lighting, all
the plantings and the Steel Gazebo and masonry at the
corner of Clifton and Webster. These are all fruits of the
labors of Garden Walk volunteers.
Ever noticed the navy blue and yellow banners
hanging from light poles throughout the neighborhood
proclaiming Sheffield the Garden District of Chicago?
Those were conceived by Garden Walk people and paid
for with Garden Walk profits.
Ever seen the planter boxes on corners throughout
Sheffield or the hanging flower baskets on some light
poles in the neighborhood? Well, they weren’t conceived
by nor were paid for by the City of Chicago! The Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival people came up with
the idea. The boxes and baskets were bought with, and
installed using Garden Walk profits. They are currently
maintained through a partnership between the SNA and
A. Finkl & Sons. Absolutely no city funds are involved.
Oscar Mayer School, St. James School, St. Josaphat’s
School, Lincoln Park High School and more than 10 other
neighborhood and Lincoln Park charities and service organizations are annual beneficiaries of profits derived from
the Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival. Since 2000, over

Neighbors continue
to discuss future
of Children’s site
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$150,000 has been donated to these organizations.
If you want to be involved in the Garden Walk,
please contact Laury Lewis at lbl1948@yahoo.com or
Richard Ashbeck at rtashbeck@aol.com. It’s a very rewarding and fun experience. You’ll meet lots of fun and
interesting people and become an integral part of the
Sheffield neighborhood. Please join us.
Laury Lewis is SNA President, Beautification and Parks
Chair, and Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival Co-Chair.

Get involved!

H

ere are some opportunities for this yearís
Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival
Planning Management Team and a brief
description of the duties and skills for

each area:
1. Kids’ Corner: Follow existing plans and generate new activities for the kids.
2. Gate Managers: Supervise gate operations at
one of three gates.
3. General Festival Management: Varied.
4. Tickets: Supervise ticket booth sales and
their volunteers.
These are all volunteer positions. Please contact
Laury Lewis, lbl1948@yahoo.com, or Richard Ashbeck, rtashbeck@aol.com.

SNA donations
support schools and
community groups
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SHEFFIELD’S SCHOOLS

SNA honors local educators
Photo fo SNN by John Lag

BY MARENA SWENSON

D

uring this year’s Sheffield Neighborhood
Association Annual Meeting, SNA honored
four teachers from schools in our area. The
Educator of the Year Award went to Kevin
Krakovsky, who has taught at Lincoln Park High School
for ten years. He is the Department Chairperson for the
Sciences. Under his leadership, students have earned
science awards on the city, state, national and international levels. His students have gone on to work on
groundbreaking research in genetic engineering, cancer
research and remediation of environmental pollution.
Krakovsky was described as a well-prepared, organized, positive, caring and firm teacher who uses varied
approaches to keep his students focused and motivated.
We are fortunate to have him at our local public high
school.
Melissa Hooker of Oscar Mayer School received an
Educator Award. She is a highly skilled, kind, engaging and enthusiastic teacher who generates excitement
for learning. She finds a way to connect with each of
her students. Beyond the classroom, her contributions
include sponsoring the Mayer Student Council and
organizing numerous successful community service
projects, such as the Blanket Project and a Penny Drive.
Hooker’s creativity and upbeat energy permeate all of
her many contributions.
Barbara Rohleder from St. Josaphat School was
another Educator Award winner. As an eighth-grade
teacher, she is charged with preparing the students for

SNA President Laury Lewis (left) and Schools Committee CoChair Marena Swenson (second from right) with recipients of
SNA’s Educator Awards.

the big transition to high school. In addition to sound
academic preparation, Rohleder patiently guides students
through mounds of paperwork from the high school application process. She eases this stressful time by giving
encouragement and counsel.
Kim May of St. James School also received an Educator Award. Her special contributions include her use of
challenging novels to teach language and social studies.
She, too, has the task of preparing eighth-graders for graduation and helps them navigate the high school selection
and application process. Above and beyond her work in
the classroom, May leads class trips to Washington and
Springfield.
We in Sheffield are fortunate to have so many talented and dedicated teachers. Our schools and our children
are building our future for a stronger community.
Marena Swenson co-chairs SNA’s Schools Committee.

Three receive Sheffield Star Award
Photo fo SNN by John Lag

BY TED WROBLESKI

T

hree Sheffield Star Awards were presented at
the 2009 SNA Annual Meeting. One went to
long-time Sheffield resident Marena Swenson.
Marena has served on the SNA Board for a
number of years. She serves on the Schools Committee
and the Community Safety Committee and has been responsible for the Educator Awards that SNA presents to
teachers in our local schools each year. She has visited
our schools and attended numerous CAPS meetings on
behalf of Sheffield during her years of service. Marena
has also been active in the Sheffield Garden Walk
and Festival as a volunteer and as a gardener. Marena
raised her family in Sheffield and was one of the original Seminary Townhouse Association members who
purchased her home from the McCormick Theological
Seminary. Not resting on her past laurels, Marena has
graciously agreed to host the 2009 Sheffield Garden
Walk Patron’s Party at her home this year.

Sheffield Star Award

SNA began the Sheffield Star Awards in 1990. They were
the brainchild of then-SNA President Maryanne Friend.
The Sheffield Star Award can be given to a person or entity
that has:
1. Made a unique contribution to SNA during the
previous year;
2. Performed some special, exceptional work in our
community over the past year; and/or
3. Performed long-term service continuing over
many years to the community and/or to SNA.
Previous award winners are:
1990 – Lincoln Park Foods
1991 – Fr. Dominic Grassi, Pastor St. Josaphat Church
1992 – Carl Grundhoefer
1993 – Sandy Kresler
1994 – Megs Langdon (posthumously)
1995 – Tom Lawson, Eric Carpenter and Ted Wrobleski
1996 – Cornelia Kalendar
1997 – Polly Kelly
1998 – Louise Storino and Cheryl Urban
1999 – Kelly Chevalier and Kent Griffiths
2000 – Rich Hurtado and Joseph Leone, Chicago Park
District, and Jim and Jan Patterson
2001 – Jane Hampson and 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley
and Staff
2002 – Otto and Inge Teske and Judith Lauth Casey
2003 – Sr. Catherine Marie Norris, D.C. of the St. Vincent
de Paul Center, Fr. Donald Ours, C.M. Pastor St. Vincent de
Paul Parish and John Lag
2004 – Robert Birkmeyer and Patrick Casey
2005 – John Roberts and Laury Lewis
2006 – Warren Gast, Principal St. James Lutheran School,
Robert Blitstein, Principal Oscar Mayer Elementary School,
Elizabeth Rusin, Principal, St. Josaphat Catholic School.
2007 – Ron Lenzi, Fran Casey (DePaul University) and A.
Finkl & Sons
2008 – Scott Swanson and UPS drivers Damon Flint and
Floyd Linton

SNA President Laury Lewis (left) and 43rd Ward Alderman Vi
Daley (right) with recipients of the Sheffield Star Award.

The other two Star Awards were given to two neighborhood heroes, Joe Geinosky and Mike Williams. Joe,
building manager at 2024 N. Halsted, where Café BaBa
Reeba is located, and Mike, his co-worker, interrupted a
burglary in progress in an apartment above the restaurant
on October 23. The tenant who was home at the time
of the break in was terrified and she escaped and came
down for help. Joe and Mike went into action. They
confronted the intruder with a hammer and a broom. The
suspect dropped the items he was carrying and stabbed
Joe with a knife. The burglar took off but, notwithstanding the knife wounds that Joe had suffered for which he
would later need 12 stitches in his chest and two in his
arm, Mike and Joe called the police and pursued the
offender. They cornered the suspect in a garage until the
police arrived and arrested him. It turned out that the police believe the suspect was responsible for a number of
break ins and burglaries in the neighborhood and around
the city. The SNA awarded these two “ordinary guys”
for their extraordinary courage on behalf of our neighborhood with the Sheffield Star Award.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.
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Neighbors continue to discuss future of Children’s site
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

M

ore than 100 neighbors attended the
third public meeting convened to discuss
potential uses and designs for the site of
Children’s Memorial Hospital, which will
relocate to Streeterville in 2012. Hosted by 43rd Ward
Alderman Vi Daley, the meeting was facilitated by
HOK, the architecture and planning firm retained by
the city’s Department of Planning and Development
to conduct a community dialogue and document the
community planning process.
Children’s intends to sell all of its property in Lincoln Park to support the construction of its new facility
in Streeterville except for the following sites: 759 W.
Belden, Children’s Memorial Research Center (CMRC,
2430 N. Halsted), 2515 N. Clark, 467 W. Deming, and
Julia Porter Park (Halsted-Lincoln-Fullerton corner).
Consequently, a large portion of prime real estate in
Lincoln Park will be open for redevelopment, generating a host of concerns and ideas regarding the site.
At the first public meeting, HOK representatives
described the site, explained the city approval process
required for a Planned Development for the site, and
listened to a host of concerns raised by neighbors. At
the second meeting, HOK presented demographic

information and traffic and parking statistics, reviewed
existing structures, and discussed urban design issues.
Then consultants led breakout sessions on five themes:
neighborhood context, development economics, transportation and infrastructure, planning framework, and
development character.
Based upon the input received from the first two
meetings, HOK presented four graphic representations
of the site as a means to facilitate discussion at the third
meeting. The elements of the representations included
numerous ideas that could be configured in a variety of
ways, including
• a “sense of arrival” at one or more places on the
site
• a pedestrian thoroughfare through the area
• preservation of the garage
• redevelopment of the garage
• retaining the garage and adding office space to
the front
• residential (rental, condo, and/or senior housing) and commercial uses (“neighborhood-scale”
retail)
• reutilization of some buildings in some options
and demolition and redevelopment in others;
this would included possible retention of buildings such as Nellie Black, the Annex, the White
Elephant space, Martha Wilson, and the power
station
• open space in the heart of the triangle site
• parking under residential or live-work units
• preservation of some of the garage with a residential tower attached to the north end
• various schemes for distribution of heights on the
site, including taller buildings in the middle or a
more uniform height across the site
• a boutique hotel (up to 150 rooms)
• use of one of the corners at Halsted, Lincoln, and
Fullerton for a civic purpose
Neighbors offered comments about the representations in breakout sessions. These were wide ranging and
included:
• Concern about density, massing, and scale; particular concern about tall towers
• Support for open space but concern that it be
large enough and sited to be accessible to the
community; some would trade a bit of density for
an increase in open space
• Support for a small grocery
• Debate about appropriate parking, including
whether it should be adjacent to residential use;
support for retention of parking for Lincoln Avenue businesses and some public parking

•

Concern about increased traffic generated by
the site’s users
• Concern that the redevelopment be environmentally friendly; desire that the project be
sustainable and eligible for LEED certification
• Support for retention of some existing buildings
• Suggestion to retain the existing bed tower and
adapt it for housing
• Support for diversity of residential uses, including accessible units, affordable housing, and
senior housing
• Questions regarding the impact of additional
households on schools and other services
• Questions regarding the viability of retail space
in the current economy
• Desire to avoid a cavern-like feeling on
Lincoln; suggestion to add larger trees for a
boulevard ambiance
• Desire to create a connection to the existing
neighborhood; creation of a hub for the community, a center of activity
• Desire to add a community center, library, or
business incubator
• Desire for the development to take place
within a short time frame, reducing the time
the community is subject to construction noise,
debris, and disruption
Be sure to attend the fourth community meeting
regarding redevelopment of this critical and valuable
site. At that meeting, which will be held in March or
April, HOK will present a draft report and take comments. A tentative schedule and agenda will be posted
on the CMH Planning site, http://cmhplanning.blogspot.
com. There you also can find notes from the previous meetings, the current Community Agreement and
Master Plan, the Planned Development document, and
the Campus Map, as well as comments posted regarding
uses for the site suggested thus far. We encourage you
to post your own comments or send them to the Association at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.
In addition, if you missed the earlier meetings you
should take the survey by clicking on the top link on
the right side of the blog page. Survey results will be
posted on the blog.
Finally, you can also stop by the office of Alderman
Daley, 735 W. Wrightwood, to view some of the ideas
and materials presented. The materials will be available
through March 13 at the following times: Mondays 5
pm - 8 pm, Wednesday 9 am - 12 pm, and Friday, 3 pm
- 5 pm. Alderman Daley or her staff will be available to
discuss the redevelopment at these times.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice President.

Children’s gathers leaders for annual breakfast
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

C

hildren’s Memorial Hospital welcomed Lincoln
Park community representatives at its 10th Annual Community Leaders’ Breakfast, hosted by
the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum on February 11. Speakers at the breakfast included 43rd Ward
Alderman Vi Daley, who discussed the redevelopment of
the Children’s site (see article in this issue), the futures of
the Lincoln Park Hospital and Finkl sites, the return of the
Lincoln Park Summer Trolley, and the upcoming 8th year
of the sculpture program. Donna Gustafsson, Interim
President and CEO of the Nature Museum, spoke about
its recycling center (the only one in Lincoln Park) and the
exhibit “Birds of Chicago.” Former SNA President and
long-time board member John Lag provided an update

on the Community-Wide Forum’s 4th project (see article
in this issue); Children’s President and CEO Patrick Magoon emphasized Children’s commitment to continue
to work with the community on this project.
Magoon summarized the hospital’s performance in
2008, reporting that it had served more than 126,000
children, an increase of 12% over 2007; this included
more than 65,000 children who visited the hospital’s
emergency room. The children served came from every
state in the US and from 33 countries. He also noted
strides in research.
Mary J.C. Hendricks, Ph.D., President of the Children’s Memorial Research Center, explained Xenobase,
a new translational research tool for personalized
medicine. The tool takes advantage of what has been
learned from the Human Genome project. It is expected to be transformational, transferring medicine from
the curative to the preemptive. The Research Center is
the first pediatric facility to apply this software, which
will be able to predict the best combination of drugs
and therapies for an individual patient.
The new hospital is on time and on budget according to Magoon. Children’s is still working with
the Streeterville community regarding the proposed
heliport. Bruce Komiske, Chief of New Hospital Design
and Construction, reviewed the design for the attendees. He also noted that the new Ronald McDonald
House to be located nearby will be the largest such
house, housing nearly 90.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice President.
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Sidewalk cafe applications are due

W

hile summer seems to be a long way off,
now is the time for businesses seeking approval for sidewalk cafes to submit their
applications.
The City of Chicago imposes strict guidelines on
the operators of sidewalk cafes. Although most sidewalk
cafes open with the onset of balmy weather, the season
actually extends from March 1 through December 1.
A business seeking approval must submit a detailed
application.
Cafes must include a boundary that fully encloses
the café,. A minimum of 6 feet of clear space is required for pedestrian passage. Cafes may be sited next
to the building or 1 foot from the curb line. Whichever
is the case, the café must be adjacent to the business
operating it and cannot extend to a neighboring business or residence.
A sidewalk café operator must hold a valid retail
food establishment license, and food must be offered
for sale during all hours of operation. Only alcoholic
beverages supplied by the operator are allowed at
sidewalk cafes. In other words, a café cannot operate
“BYOB.”
The city expects cafes to enhance their neighborhoods, as well. The landscaping requirements of the
ordinance are very specific. At least 50% of the café
boundary must be covered with planter boxes of a
minimum size and containing live plants.
Within the Sheffield neighborhood, hours of operation are 8 am to 10 pm, although the sidewalk café
ordinance allows operation until 12 am. At no time
may sidewalk cafes play any type of music.
Usually, SNA receives a request for an opinion
regarding new sidewalk cafes from one of the alderman

SNA Patrons’ Party
set for June 5
BY PAULA ARNETT

S

NA is pleased to announce that this year’s Patrons’ Party will be held at the home of Marena
Swenson at 844 W. Belden, one of the historic
Seminary Townhouses, on the evening of Friday,

June 5.
This annual event is a fundraiser for start-up costs
for the annual Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival.
The 41st Garden Walk will be held July 18-19. Each
attendee makes a specified donation, brings an appetizer, and beverages are provided thru donations from
local businesses and Garden Walk vendors. Last year’s
attendees received an SNA green T-shirt and a gift bag.
More information will be available in the next issue of
SNN as well as our website and invitations will be sent
to SNA members.
If you would like to host a future SNA Patrons’
Party in your home or business, please let me know at
parnett@rubloff.com. Set-up and clean-up are provided
by SNA volunteers.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair and SNA
Patrons’ Party Chair.

City launches
tourism
site
he City of Chicago’s new official tourism

T

site, www.explorechicago.org, guides visitors and natives alike through all that the
city offers. It is easy to navigate the practical categories: things to see and do; where to eat,
sleep, and shop; facts about Chicago; travel information; and neighborhoods. Visit the site and select
Neighborhoods, then Sheffield & DePaul, where you
can see a photograph of St. Vincent de Paul Church
and read about our community. Or search for events
and festivals, such as the Sheffield Garden Walk and
Festival, by date or by neighborhood.
On the site, you can sign up for e-news from
the Chicago Office of Tourism, the Mayor’s Office of
Special Events, the Department of Cultural Affairs,
and the Chicago Park District; you also can download international newsletters from the Mayor’s Press
Office.

or a request directly from the operator of the proposed
café. The general procedure for SNA review is as follows:
the request is reviewed for compliance with the ordinance, after which SNA’s Neighborhood Relations Committee holds a community meeting so that neighbors can
review the plans and communicate any concerns. The
committee then makes a recommendation based upon
the neighborhood input and its experience with other
cafes in the area. Finally, the board reviews the recommendation and sends an official opinion to the alderman.
Nearly all of the comments SNA receives from the
community about sidewalk cafes are positive. Occasionally, a neighbor expresses concern that a café’s operation
has begun to block the sidewalk. When this occurs, SNA
works with the business and the Alderman’s office to
resolve the problem. Neighbors who have comments or
concerns about a sidewalk café’s operation can contact
SNA or their Alderman. Businesses found to be not in
compliance are subject to a fine of $200 to $500 for each
offense.
Unlike other licenses, sidewalk café licenses require
reapplication every year. Typically, our Aldermen’s offices
notify SNA when businesses reapply for a café license. In
the spring, through notification by email and in this newsletter, SNA solicits comments regarding existing cafes.
Generally, unless there are specific problems to resolve,
no meetings are convened.
Last year’s Sheffield sidewalk cafes included Starbucks, McGee’s, Italian Ice (Metropolis), Tarantino’s, Ja
Grill, Ethan’s, Sai Café, Athenian Room, Glascott’s, Argo
Tea, Piattini, Hanabi, John’s Place and Webster Wine Bar.
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SNA donations support schools, community organizations

E

ach year, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association donates funds to local schools and
community organizations that do good work
in and around our neighborhood. We’ve asked
the recipients of these donations to tell us about what
they do:
Lester and Rosalie Anixter Center
Anixter Center is a human service agency that gets to
see the best in people every day. We see it in the people with disabilities who use our employment, health,
residential, and educational services, and we see it in
the families, volunteers, and business people who offer
their support so generously.
We work with adults and children who live with
physical, cognitive, and developmental disabilities. Many
are working toward greater independence and self-direction, with great success and optimism for the future.
Volunteers are invaluable to Anixter Center. Especially in difficult economic times, volunteers offer the
personal, one-on-one support that is the foundation of
Anixter Center’s commitment to people who live with
disabilities. Literacy and living skills such as balancing
a checkbook or sending an email, are frequent volunteer activities.
This spirit of giving is reciprocated, as those using
Anixter Center’s services also volunteer, some at PAWS
where they comfort lost pets and socialize others.
Come to the next Inside Anixter gathering to learn
more—and bring a friend. The dates are posted at www.
anixter.org as are the contact numbers for Anixter’s
businesses and employment services. Or contact Amy
Laboy at alaboy@anixter.org to explore—or design—
your perfect volunteer opportunity!
Christopher House
Each us feels the strain of a weak economy, but for
Chicago’s working poor, the strain left them with limited options, and forced them to make tough decisions
about which bills to pay and how they will feed their
children this winter. Now more than ever, these families rely on Christopher House’s quality early childhood
education, innovative after-school programs, nutritious
food from our pantry, convenient ESL and GED courses,
special help for teen parents and accessible family
counseling services.
Here’s a powerful example of how your support

Christopher House children express their gratitude.

is helping families thrive: Ernesto and Felipa Sanchez
came to Christopher House with few resources and
desperate need for quality care for their 3-year-old son
and 4-year-old daughter. However, they quickly realized Christopher House could do much more for their
family. In addition to counseling services they could
otherwise not afford, they use our food pantry, saving
at least $50 per month. This means they have money to
pay their utilities and buy medicine – necessities that
they often do without. This past winter, help from Christopher House made it possible for the family to enjoy
a warm and happy holiday with a special meal and
presents for the whole family. With Christopher House’s
support, the Hernandez family has access to the tools
they need to become resilient and self-sufficient.
Join us for our 19th Annual Gala – Moving Families
Forward at the Ravenswood Billboard Factory. Visit
www.christopherhouse.org for more information!
Thank you for your generosity to Christopher
House!

Lincoln Park High School
The students and staff at Lincoln Park High School have
much to be proud of. Under the direction of the principal, Dr. Bessie Karvelas, the school has approached 2009
like a bolt of lighting. Awards and accolades are striking
the air with a flash.
Lincoln Park High is proud to announce that it is 1 of
35 institutions in the country, and the only CPS school,
to have a finalist named in the 68th annual Science Talent
Search sponsored by Intel, a program of Society For Science and The Public, formerly known as Westinghouse.
This is the oldest and most prestigious science competition for high school seniors.
Student Elizabeth Rao and 39 other finalists have
been invited to attend the Science Talent Institute in Washington, D.C., March 5-10, to compete for the top prize
of a $100,000 scholarship. Lincoln Park High had more
semi-finalists than any other school in Illinois: Terrence
George, Daniel Kang and Elizabeth Rao. Each semi-finalist received $1,000; the school received $3,000.
The accolades continue as Terrence George brought
home the Silver Cup from DePaul University when he
was named the winner of the Varsity “A” Midseason
Debate competition, making LPHS the winner of the city
finals.
The school continues to boast of the International
Baccalaureate program when the University of Chicago
Consortium released the recent longitudinal study comparing the selective enrollment schools to the IB schools.
Lincoln Park High School’s IB program has outperformed
all selective enrollment schools as well as all CPS IB
schools in academics.
Lighting continues to strike as three LPHS faculty
members are honored as “Teacher of the Year” in their
field: Mr. Kevin Krakovsky, a biology teacher and the
Head of the Science Dept. was named by Sheffield
Neighbors; Scott Payne, a teacher of physics, was named
“Teacher of the Year” by University of Chicago and MIT.
Mr. Egan, the LPHS swim coach has taken the boys swim
team to the Championship of the Central Division. LPHS
is proud to have their math teacher named the “Coach of
the Year.” Also, two of his swimmers were named to allcity: Senior Bart Brylak and Freshman Antonio Zak.
Dr. Karvelas has continued to broaden the students’
opportunities and horizons by increasing the number of
international exchanges at school. The students have opportunities to travel to Paris, Casablanca, Madrid, Mexico
City, London, and Athens. Students and staff from these
cities also visit LPHS and enjoy the ambiance of Chicago
as a “World Class City.”
In closing, the administration, faculty and student
body would like to invite the community to “MiddleMarch” presented on March 14, 2009, at 4 pm and concluding with International Night, a celebration of music
and dance in the auditorium beginning at 6 pm.
Little Sisters Of The Poor
The Little Sisters of the Poor came to Chicago in 1876
to serve the elderly poor. Originally, there were three
homes in the area, but due to Life Safety Codes in the
‘80s, they were closed, and only two were rebuilt. One
is located on North Lakewood on the former site of the
Alexian Brothers Hospital. There are 76 licensed nursing
beds in the home and 58 seniors living in the apartments.
Among our residents, four will celebrate a 100th birthday
this year.
“Making the elderly happy is what counts.” These
words, uttered by Blessed Jeanne Jugan, the first little
sister, are as true today as in her time. The elderly whom
we serve throughout the world are important. They not
only have a place to live but a home where dignity, love,
respect and compassion are prevalent.
We are grateful for the gift received from the Sheffield
Neighborhood Association, which will be used by the
activity program to purchase a TV with DVD, which will
be accessible to varied areas of the home.
We would like to invite you to come see our home
where the wisdom of the years is shared and there is
much joy and happiness. Please be sure to visit our website at www.littlesistersofthepoor.org.
Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
Founded in 1999, the Lincoln Park Community Research
Initiative (LPCRI) is a partnership of the Lincoln Park community organizations and DePaul University. The goal of
the LPCRI is to collect, document and preserve the shared
history of DePaul and the Lincoln Park community. To en-

LPCRI events enable local residents, leaders and experts to
get together and share knowledge with the community.

courage contributions to the Lincoln Park Neighborhood
Collection in the DePaul University Library, the LPCRI develops and supports research, publications, exhibits and
educational programs about the Lincoln Park community.
The LPCRI advisory committee is made up of DePaul
University faculty, staff and community members. They
meet quarterly to discuss research projects and plan educational programming for the spring and fall. The work
of the LPCRI supports DePaul’s strategic plan goal of civic
and community engagement.
The LPCRI is funded solely by neighborhood organizations and businesses in Lincoln Park. We would like
to thank the Sheffield Neighborhood Association for its
continued support of our efforts over the years.
As the LPCRI celebrates its 10th anniversary, we hope
you can join us for our Spring program to be held in early
June. Watch SNN for more details. In addition, we are
planning a collaborative exhibit with the Chicago History
Museum on the history of Lincoln Park to be on exhibit
this summer and look forward to featuring Lincoln Park
artists at the DePaul Art Museum in 2010.
For more information, visit http://cgia.depaul.edu and
click on Research Initiative.
Lincoln Park Community Shelter
The mission of the Lincoln Park Community Shelter
(LPCS) is to bring the community together to empower
homeless men and women to make life changes. First
opened in 1985, the LPCS is entirely privately funded and
volunteer-driven. Operating on a modest budget, we rely
largely on the support of volunteers. Truly a communitybased organization, the LPCS has always been operated
by an annual pool of more than 1,500 volunteers who
serve as meal providers and overnight supervisors.
The LPCS provides its guests with an array of resources, including three meals a day, a bed at night,
storage space, referrals to job training programs, and even
in-house life-skills classes on topics such as financial
management or using the Internet to find a job. Each
guest of the LPCS works directly with a case manager to
ensure that they are taking the appropriate steps to selfsufficiency and finding appropriate permanent housing.
Monies donated by the Sheffield Neighborhood Association will be used to upgrade our current technology so
that our guests can more quickly and easily look and apply for jobs, as well as learn how to use the latest version
of Microsoft Office.
To find out more about the Lincoln Park Community
Shelter, please visit our website: www.lpcsonline.org. If
you would like to volunteer at LPCS, contact Suzanne
Powers at 773-549-6111 or email her at LPCSinfo@LPCSonline.org.
Lincoln Park Village
Lincoln Park Village is our community’s newest start-up,
and we hope everyone will participate in helping to
build and sustain this pioneering, non-profit membership organization. With its generous grant, the Sheffield
Neighborhood Association has given us a huge boost of
confidence and support.
What does the Village do? Once we launch—our
target is May 2009—Lincoln Park Village will provide the
quality services, resources, and experiences that enable
folks to continue living at home, enjoying connections
with friends and neighbors, in the community they love.
This may include a lot of us: by 2010, according to the
U.S. Census, zip code 60614 (the Village member area) is
projected to have more than 10,000 residents 55+. And
as the Village lays a strong foundation of support for its
members, it also will be expanding everyone’s capabilities to develop and integrate services for the entire our
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adult population here in Lincoln Park.
Lincoln Park Village is fortunate to have residents
from Sheffield actively engaged with us from the get-go;
check our website for neighbors you might know, including our executive director and start-up volunteers.
However, to build the Village, we need every mind and
body on board.
Please call or e-mail; let’s talk about how you might
like to be involved. Office: 2502 N. Clark St., 773-2488700. Or info@lincolnparkvillage.org. Our website:
www.lincolnparkvillage.org.
Salvation Army
The Salvation Army on Clybourn has been on the
forefront of recycling for years. Through our Adult
Rehabilitation Centers, we have “recycled” lives since
the 1800’s. This Center was established for the purpose
of rehabilitating men who for various reasons have
reached a condition of instability and are not able to
fend for themselves amid the normal demands of everyday living.
Our men, however, are not content to sit back and
wait for change to come. Here at the ARC, each man
is given the dignity of a Work Therapy Assignment, so
that at day’s end, he may lay his head down knowing
that he has worked an honest day and his labors have
not only benefited him, but his “brothers in the house.”
Each aspect of our Center is manned by our beneficiaries, from the kitchen to the warehouse to the trucks, in
the business of recycling usable household donations.
All of our meals are prepared on-site in a wellequipped kitchen. The Beneficiaries who are assigned
to the kitchen are also trained by our Cook, so that after
leaving our Center, they might be able to find useful

At the Salvation Army, a cook trains a client in techniques
that will help him find employment.

employment in a hospital, restaurant or other establishment.
Our men are active participants in their own recovery, and echo the words of our new President, Barack
Obama:
“Change will not come if we wait for some other
person or some other time. We are the ones we’ve been
waiting for. We are the change that we seek. “
St. James Lutheran Church
On February 8, church members, school families and
neighbors gathered to kick-off the public phase of St.
James’ capital campaign. The “Capstone Campaign”
will target facility improvements that affect health,
safety, long-term maintenance and modernization of
systems and spaces, as well as address better use of
space for educational purposes.
The Capstone Campaign allows St. James to continue to grow and maintain its presence as a premiere
neighborhood school. Better use of space lets St.
James retain more students in its upper grades. Currently, the donation the school receives from the Sheffield Neighborhood Association is used for need-based
scholarships. With the capacity to hold more students,
St. James will be offering additional scholarships for
middle school students through its Gold Scholars
Program. Academic scholarships will be available to
qualifying middle school students for the 2009-2010
school year.
Also included in the Capstone Campaign is a plan
for urban landscaping on Fremont Street in front of the
church. The gardens will act as a park with benches
and leisure space for passersby to enjoy the beautiful
neighborhood. Additionally, space renovations to the
inside of the church and community center will make
more space for social ministry. SNA’s generous donation to the church helps the current social ministry
provide food and care at the holidays for disadvantaged

		
people in the neighborhood.
More information about the Capstone Campaign
and Gold Scholar Program can be obtained by e-mailing
communications@stjames-lutheran.org.
St. Josaphat’s Church
This year, St. Josaphat Parish celebrates its 125th anniversary with programs and ministries focused on meeting the
needs of the Parish and community. Programs include
spiritual guidance, service (such as feeding the homeless),
and faith-based education.
The liturgical life and ministries offered at St. Josaphat
include a religious education program, family-centered
sacramental preparation programs, a monthly Children’s
Mass, enriching liturgical music and after-Mass hospitality.
The St. Josaphat Parish mission statement emphasizes
that spiritual instruction comes with a call to service.
“Striving to support, comfort, forgive, challenge, and
inspire each other in our homes, schools, neighborhoods,
community and world” is a task that the parish highlights
in its Outreach to the Homeless ministry. In the past
year, this program has seen a growing number of persons
seeking a cup of hot soup in the winter or a cold soda
and snack in the summer. Year-round, five days a week,
volunteers pass out snacks to the homeless, donate food
and drinks to fill the pantry, and, in the winter, bring in
new and lightly-used hats and gloves for distribution.
For 2008-2009, St. Josaphat School provided faithbased education to 50 new families, bringing enrollment
to a total of 308 students in preschool through 8th grade.
Small classroom sizes, quality math, science and reading
curriculum and Masters-educated teachers contribute to
students’ well above-average Terra Nova test scores and
high admittance rates at their high school of choice.
St. Josaphat recently received two grants from the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association, one for its Outreach to the Homeless program and one for educational
purposes at St. Josaphat School, so that it can continue
to provide community service and quality faith-based
education.
St. Teresa of Avila Church
This year marks the 50th anniversary of a fire that resulted
in the destruction of the original St. Teresa of Avila church
at Kenmore and Armitage. Easter Sunday arrived early
in 1959, falling on March 27. A few hours after Easter
services were over at St. Teresa’s, a fire broke out in the
church. The 3-11 fire destroyed the altar, a pipe organ
and four schoolrooms beneath the church and damaged
the rest of the church. While the cost of the damage
was originally estimated at only $10,000 in a Chicago
Tribune article, it was later determined that they were
much greater, resulting in a $46,000 fire insurance settlement. Three firefighters were injured in fighting the fire.
They were treated at nearby Alexian Brothers Hospital on
Belden and Racine.
In 1989, St. Teresa produced a book celebrating the
100th anniversary of the parish. That book contained an
eyewitness report (no doubt by one of the nuns) about the
fire. As the eyewitness recounted:
“Easter, 1959, was peaceful, joyous, calm at
St. Teresa’s until 5:00 pm. At that time Sister
Mariette came into the study and very excitedly
told the rest of us that a man across the alley was
yelling that one of our buildings was on fire. We
ran down the steps and across the Sister’s yard
to the rear of the buildings where we could see
smoke pouring out of the Church windows and
from the roof. . .”
The eyewitness continued to describe the efforts of
the firemen, that although the altar was burned, the tabernacle with the Blessed Sacrament was recovered safely,
and the crowds that gathered, sad about the damage to
their beautiful church. The eyewitness concluded:
“Another question asked very often was, “Are the
Sisters all right?” Chicago hasn’t quite recovered
from that fact that three Sisters died at Our Lady
of the Angels. Well that’s the story. We typed
it up because we want you to know what really
happened. All of us are all right (heartsore, but
all right), even in this happening we can visibly
see the hand of God working. The fire was bad
enough, but it could have been immeasurably
worse. Only one thing remained to be said,
and that is to ask you to include our priests and
people in your prayers so that God blesses their
efforts to rebuild St. Teresa’s Parish.”
The cause of the fire was never determined. Unfortunately, the church, which was built in 1890, could not
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be repaired, largely because of its age. The old church
was demolished in 1960. The parishioners celebrated
Mass in the Parish Hall for the next four years while
school children attended classes in two shifts in the two
remaining classrooms of the school.
Under the direction of a new pastor, Fr. Justin
Laibach, the parish engaged in the fundraising campaign necessary to raise the balance of the $100,000
needed for the new church after the $46,000 insurance
settlement. It took several years, but the new church
opened on March 4, 1963. This is the church we now
see at Kenmore and Armitage. In addition, four new
classrooms were built over the site of the old church
building. They are now used by the Cardinal Bernardin
Early Childhood Center.
St. Teresa of Avila Parish was founded in 1889
for German immigrant families, mostly from in and
around the city of Trier. Along with the church, a grammar school opened in 1890, staffed by the Sisters of
Christian Charity. The still standing Romanesque style
Rectory on Armitage Avenue echoes the style of the
original church.
By the time the new church opened in 1963, St.
Teresa had lost much of its German character and attracted Catholics from a variety of ethnic groups. In the
1950’s and 1960’s St. Teresa of Avila welcomed more
Spanish-speaking families from Mexico and Puerto Rico
who became a strong part of the parish and remain so
to this day. St. Teresa’s continues to attract parishioners
from both nearby and all over the Chicago area. In addition to the Spanish-speaking parishioners, St. Teresa
is home to “Communaute Catholique Francophone de
Chicago,” an organization for French-speaking Catholics in the Chicago area. St. Teresa’s parishioners reach
out to the community in providing food for the needy
from a food pantry and hosting a “Loaves and Fishes”
dinner for the homeless two Fridays each month. St.
Teresa is also home to a SPRED program that provides a
faith experience to children with special needs.
The old Parish Hall, built in 1903, was replaced by
a new Parish Center a few years ago. The Parish Center
is used for not only parish activities but a variety of
programs and community events. This year St. Teresa,
under the leadership of pastor Fr. Frank Latzko, paid
off its mortgage for the Parish Center so that in 2009
the parishioners were able to celebrate a “mortgage
burning,” while looking back in appreciation of their
predecessors who overcame great obstacles in preserving the parish after a real fire, a half-century ago.
For more information about St. Teresa of Avila Parish, visit its website at www.st-teresa.net.
St. Vincent de Paul Parish
The Outreach Commission at St. Vincent de Paul Parish
is honored to have received a generous donation from
the Sheffield Neighborhood Association this year. The
donation will help us to continue our mission of serving poor households, with many that are elderly as well
as homeless men and women who come to our parish
for help.
The outreach commission of St. Vincent’s Parish
operates a meal service Monday through Saturday from
8:30 am to 10 am in the Elizabeth Ann Seton Pantry,
which is located on the side of the church on Sheffield
Avenue. The service is open to all and includes a meal
comprised of a sandwich, pastry, and soup with water
and coffee as a beverage. During the year, volunteers
will make over 40,000 sandwiches, prepare 1,200
special monthly meals, and pour 80,000 cups of coffee
for our guests.
The parish also operates a food pantry, which is
open on Tuesdays from 10:30 am to 1 pm year-round
and helps to feed more than 500 individuals in over
200 households in our community. The parish has seen
an increase in the amount of help needed for our patrons, many of who are retired with fixed or subsidized
incomes. The generous donations of money, time, and
talent of the parishioners and friends of St. Vincent’s
make the Seton Pantry and St. Vincent Outreach Programs possible. The donation by the Sheffield Neighborhood Association will help us to continue to buy
food and supplies needed for both of these programs.
Thanks to all for your support.
Other Donations
In addition to these organizations, SNA donated to the
following groups in 2008: Greater Little Rock Church,
LEED Council, Lincoln Park Lakeview Art Initiative,
Mary Crane Center, and Oscar Mayer Elementary
School.
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Community safety update
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

1

. Alley Crimes
In late January, the Chicago Police Department issued a Community Alert for Beats 1811,
1812, and 1813 regarding five armed robberies
occurring in the alleys in which a handgun was used to
threaten the victims. The robberies occurred
throughout 2008 and into 2009; the most recent incident occurred on January 28, 2009.
The Police Department offered the following tips:
• Be aware of your surroundings and avoid walking
in areas with poor lighting during night time hours.
• Be aware of any persons or vehicles that may be
‘watching or following’ you. DO NOT pull into your
garage if you feel you are being followed. Call 9-1-1
and go to a public location.
• Be aware of suspicious persons in and around
your area. DO NOT pull into your garage if you observe a suspicious person in your alley, no matter what
the distance. Call 9-1-1 and go to a public location.
• Be aware of your surroundings as you drive
through your alley. Look into cutouts, gangways and
near fencing where suspicious individuals may hide.
• Avoid carrying purses or bags that are visible to
others. Place wallet, cell phone, keys, and others valuables in the inside pockets of your clothing. Avoid carrying an excessive amount of currency and/or credit cards.
• Immediately call “911” if you encounter these
offenders. Remember physical descriptions, clothing,
vehicle description, and license plate information.
The Police Department also recommends backing
into garages from alleys. In this way the driver can avoid
being surprised from behind and can throw the car into
gear and pull away if someone suspicious approaches.
2. Crime Track
As promised in our recent Year in Review issue of the
SNN, the Community Safety Committee is developing a
pilot project to track certain crimes for SNN readers. Initially, the project will track crimes to persons that occur
on the streets, sidewalks, and alleys, as well as in residential garages, parking lots, and parks. The statistics will
be somewhat dated in that they are based upon what is
available from the Chicago Police Department’s CLEARpath website on the date that material must be submitted
for publication. Thus, for this issue, the project tracked
crimes from January 1 through February 13, 2009.
DAY/TIME BLOCK		
LOCATION CRIME TYPE
Wed 1/14 1000 W Webster
Sidewalk Aggravated Assault;
08:05				
Knife/Cutting Instrument
Fri 1/16 900 W Armitage
Sidewalk Simple Battery
22:50
Th 1/29 2200 N Halsted
Sidewalk Simple Battery
14:44
Th 1/29 2000 N Bissell
Sidewalk Robbery; Strongarm, No
15:30				
Weapon
Sat 1/31 1000 W Webster
Sidewalk Aggravated Battery;
02:00				
Other Dangerous Weapon
Tue 2/03 2100 N Kenmore
Sidewalk Simple Battery
04:00

To track other crime incidents yourself, use the Chicago Police Department’s CLEARpath website, www.
chicagopolice.org. The site links directly to CLEARmap,
which offers a comprehensive look at crime incidents
in Chicago via either a map or a graph. To access this
data, select Online Services, and then click on CLEARmap. Or go to the link at http://gis.chicagopolice.org/.

A map appears; click on the Crime Incidents icon
on the left. Select date parameters (available in twoweek intervals), then select to search by beat, and finally
choose beat 1811 or 1812. Other options include
selecting a particular type of crime and filtering by time
and location. Then click GO.
A map will appear that includes icons denoting crime
types. For example, a mask denotes a robbery, while a
bottle denotes a liquor license violation. Definitions of
the crime types can be accessed by clicking on “Details”
to the right of “Crime Types.”
The viewer also can add information to the map by
clicking on one of the options adjacent to “Label” at
the bottom of the screen. For example, the viewer can
choose to add the day of the week incidents occurred,
the hour of the day, or whether an arrest was made.
Another useful option is to search by address rather
than by the beat; distance options are 1/8, ¼, and ½ miles.
Below the map is a graph that describes the specifics
about the incidents appearing on the map, including
whether an arrest was made. The excerpt printed below
shows a selection of incidents recorded within ½-mile
of 1150 W. Webster during the period January 9 through
February 10. The complete table also includes the case
number, the ward, and whether the incident was domestic.
DATE
Thu, 29 Jan 2009
17:30:00
Sat, 31 Jan 2009
22:00:00
ARREST
N
N

BLOCK
1400 W WEBSTER AVE
2000 N DAYTON ST

LOCATION
STREET
STREET

CRIME_TYPE
LARCENY THEFT

SECONDARY
$300 AND UNDER

VANDALISM

TO VEHICLE

BEAT
1811
1812

By choosing one of the options adjacent to “Graph”
at the bottom of the screen, the viewer can see a count
of crimes in a number of ways, including by hour, date,
weekday, crime type, or location. The table showing
the count appears on the right side of the screen. The
example below shows data for beat 1811 during the
period January 9 through February 10.
Crime Count by CRIME TYPE
LARCENY - THEFT
6
VANDALISM
2
Total Incidents
8
CLEARmap also provides summary statistics, crime
data summarized by beat, district, ward, community area,
and census tract. After accessing CLEARmap, click on the
Crime Summary icon on the left. Scroll down the table on
the right side of the map to find your beat, 1811 or 1812.
A summary table like the one shown below (retrieved
February 17, 2009) will appear. The viewer also can elect
to view a single crime category. The database contains one
year of information which can be accessed in blocks of 90,
180, 270, and 365 days. Data is refreshed daily.
Summary Statistics
Police Beat - 1812
Days Ago Crime Count +/- Running Total
1 - 90
138
-53
91 - 180
191
21 329
181 - 270 170
-21 499
271 - 365 191
690
View Recent Crime Incidents
From here the viewer easily can access the map and
graph detailing Crime Incidents (reviewed above) by

clicking on the link shown immediately below the summary table.
For other ways to stay abreast of community safety
issues, including email alerts, see the Community
Safety article in the September/October 2008 issue of
this newsletter, available on line at www.sheffieldneighborhoodassociation.org by selecting the Newsletters tab
on the left and then clicking on “here” in “Click here
for archived news articles.”
3. Upcoming CAPS Meetings
Attending your CAPS meeting is the best way to communicate your concerns to the officers who patrol your
community. SNA representatives attend the meetings,
but they need your support.
Beat 1811 (North Ave north to Fullerton, Sheffield
west to the Chicago River)
Wednesday, March 18, 7 pm
St. Michael’s Church, 1633 N Cleveland
Beat 1812 (Armitage north to Fullerton, Sedgwick
and Clark west to Sheffield)
Wednesday, March 11, 6:30 pm
St. Vincent de Paul Center, 2145 N Halsted
DePaul
Watch for news of the next quarterly CAPS meeting
at DePaul, which will focus on self-defense.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice President and Community Safety Chair.

Helping
hands
he Sheffield Neighborhood Association

T

salutes our residents who volunteer for
community service, outreach, and cultural
programs -- whether with funding or time
and energy. Following are those who responded to
our request for information in the January/February
issue of SNN:
Simon Amich and Liz Kores, Seminary: The Ryan
Licht Sang Bipolar Foundation.
Judith Lauth Casey, Dayton: USO of Illinois; St.
Josaphat Church; Lincoln Park Community Research
Initiative; Lincoln Park Community-Wide Forum;
Sheffield Neighborhood Association; Sheffield Garden
Walk and Festival; DePaul University Neighborhood
Advisory Committee; Brown Line Task Force.
Pat Casey, Dayton: USO of Illinois; Girl Scouts of
Greater Chicago and Northwest Indiana; St. Josaphat’s
Church; Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival.
Nancy Reno-Shikoff, Wayne: Sheffield Garden
Walk and Festival.
Kathy Schubert, Webster: American Red Cross of
Greater Chicago (recruit for and volunteer at blood
drives at DePaul’s Ray Meyer Center every 2 months
- next drives are Tuesday, April 7, 3-8 pm and Wed
Apr 8, 3-8 pm; please donate by contacting me at 773248-5499 or kangarookathy@yahoo.com); Hostelling
International; Active Transportation Alliance (formerly
Chicagoland Bicycle Federation); Chicago Cycling Club.
Ted Wrobleski, Bissell: Lincoln Park Community
Research Initiative; Sheffield Neighborhood
Association Planning Committee, Historic Resources
Committee, Garden Walk; Armitage-Halsted
Landmark District Community Advisory Committee;
St. Teresa of Avila Parish Finance Committee.
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LPCC supports businesses and more in 2009

T

he Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce (LPCC)
is committed to the vibrancy of the neighborhood through marketing local businesses,
advocating on behalf of members and linking
members to the resources they need to remain successful.
The LPCC remains dedicated to marketing our
members to neighborhood residents, as well as continuing to promote the Lincoln Park area as the premier
Chicago destination for shopping, restaurants and
nightlife.
Some highlights for 2009 include:
Lincoln Park Residents’ Guide – Consistently one
of our most popular outreach tools, the Lincoln Park
Residents’ Guide promotes area businesses and organizations to residents and tourists alike. In addition to
contact information for all LPCC members, the Residents’ Guide provides background information on the
neighborhood, parking, traffic and public transit details.
20,000 copies of the Lincoln Park Residents’ Guide –
including 10,000 delivered door-to-door to residents
– will be distributed starting on April 2. If you’d like
copies for your business or need an extra one for your
household, call the LPCC at (773) 880-5200.
Updated Communication with Members – The
wait is over! The LPCC is thrilled to announce that we
officially launched our new website on December 15,

SNA Business Members

Please shop locally and support the following SNA
Business Members:
2 point perspective, inc.
2120
A Finkl & Sons
2011
Alderman Vi Daley
735
All She Wrote
825
Allen Tiernan Real Estate LLC:
Beth Allen Tiernan
1530
Anderson Certified
Cleaning Technicians
2250
Anne Roberts Gardens, Inc.
4118
Art Effect
934
Baker Construction Group
2222
Beaumont Bar & Grill
2020
CBC Architects, Inc.		
Children’s Memorial Hospital
2300
Coldwell Banker Residential:
Michael Bauknecht
1840
Curves Lakeview
2825
Dandamudi’s Custom Cabinetry
2121
Dee’s Restaurant
1114
DePaul University
1
DePaul Library
2350
Design Shoppe
2009
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop
2070
Dr. Lori Portnoy
954
Family Pet Animal Hospital
1401
General Iron Industries
1909
2052 N Seminary, Inc. and
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.
3044
Glascott & Associates
2156
Greater Little Rock Church
834
Hellman Frame Shop
2152
ICM Properties
1438
Iron Works Fencing
2100
Ja’ Grill Restaurant & Lounge
1008
K. Paige Salon
956
Kelly’s Pub
949
Kincade’s
950
Koenig & Strey: Dana Dinello
1800
La Canasta Restaurant
1119
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce 1925
Lincoln Park Parents Association
2045
Lori’s Designer Shoes
824
M&R Car Imports Service
1951
McGee’s
950
Milito Car Wash
1106
Milito Mobil
1106
My Corner Playroom
2121
National City Bank
921
Nookies Too, Inc.
2114
Potbelly Sandwich Works
1422
Robinson’s No. 1 Ribs
655
Rubloff Residential Properties:
Paula Arnett
2663
Sai Café, Inc.
2010
Salon Soca
1400
Sir Speedy
1711
Spex
2136
St. James Lutheran Church
2101
St. Josaphat Church
2311
St. Vincent dePaul Church
1010
State Restaurant
935
Tarantino’s
1112
Sweet Mandy B’s
1208
The Ivy Apartments
2437
The Local Option
1102
The Second Child
954
Victory Gardens Theatre		
Vrai Amour
953
Wallace Realty
1700
Webster’s Wine Bar
1480

N. Bissell
N. Southport
W. Wrightwood
W. Armitage
W. Fullerton
N. Bissell
N. Kostner
W. Armitage
N. Elston
N. Halsted

Children’s Plaza
N. Clark
N. Sheffield
N. Clybourn
W. Armitage
E. Jackson
N. Kenmore
N. Fremont
N. Clybourn
W. Armitage
W. Webster
N. Clifton
N. Greenview
N. Halsted
W. Armitage
N. Bissell
W. Belmont
N. Southport
W. Armitage
W. Webster
W. Webster
W. Armitage
N. Clybourn
W. Webster
N. Clybourn
N. Lincoln Park West
W. Armitage
N. Sheffield
W. Webster
W. Fullerton
W. Fullerton
N. Clybourn
W. Armitage
N. Halsted
W. Webster
W. Armitage
N. Halsted
N. Sheffield
W. Webster
N. Clybourn
N. Halsted
N. Fremont
N. Southport
W. Webster
W. Webster
W. Armitage
W. Webster
N. Southport
W. Webster
W. Armitage
W. Webster
N. Ashland
W. Webster

2008. In addition to an updated layout and design, the
new website offers special “members-only” features that
provide businesses an opportunity to upload news, list
job postings, and highlight sales and more through a new
“Hot Deals” feature that provides special deals at some
of Lincoln Park’s best shops and restaurants. Visit www.
lincolnparkchamber.com to find out more and start saving money today!
The LPCC has also updated its monthly E-Newsletter,
monthly calendar of events and added color to its nowquarterly, hard-copy newsletter, The Source. The LPCC
has also launched pages on Facebook, Linked In, Twitter
and started its own blog – stop by these sites for more
information!
Networking Events – Coffee Connections, Business
After Hours and more are an excellent resource for LPCC
members and other business leaders or community residents to network and learn more about the community.
Events are offered throughout the year – both at night and
in the morning to meet busy schedules – at some of Lincoln Park’s most notable businesses. Come out and meet
your fellow business owners and neighbors! Event dates,
times and locations can be found by visiting us online

at www.lincolnparkchamber.com/ and clicking on the
“Events” tab.
Festival – The LPCC is currently planning a special
neighborhood festival for early this summer. Although
many of the details are being finalized, the LPCC
is hoping the event will generate revenue for new
and innovative projects and initiatives to benefit the
neighborhood and our members alike. Continue to
check our website for more information as planning
continues.

Don’t forget —
youommemorate
are Sheffield!
the achievements and hap-

C

penings in Sheffield during 2009 with brief
notices and photos in the Sheffield Neighborhood News. Do it any time throughout
the year. Send to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com marking the Subject: 2009 Kudos
or 2009 Photos, as appropriate.

SNA to accept credit/debit cards!

S

NA will soon accept credit/debit card payments
for your membership dues! Your next invoice
will give you the option of paying your membership dues by check or credit card.
In addition, you will have the option of a one-year
or three-year renewal as follows:
			
One Year
Three Years
Family			
$20		
$50
Individual		
$15		
$35
Senior			
$5		
$10
Business		
$45		
$120
We need your support. Founded in 1959, SNA is
a volunteer group of businesses and residents working
together to improve the conditions of life, work, recreation, health and safety of our neighborhood. Here are
some of the things SNA does for you:
• Sponsors forums for neighbors to present their
views on planning and development matters,
parking and other important issues.
• Serves as a neighborhood advocate working
with the Aldermen’s offices and city departments to help provide insight and guidance on
the needs of the neighborhood.
• Publishes and distributes the bi-monthly Sheffield Neighborhood News to every doorstep
keeping the neighborhood informed of events,
activities and plans which impact our quality
of life.
• Works to beautify the neighborhood by planting and maintaining the planters on our corners
and hanging from the lampposts on our commercial streets.
• Sponsors the annual Sheffield Garden Walk and
Festival.
• Donates funds raised from the Garden Walk to
local schools and non-profit institutions within

and serving the neighborhood.
As a dues-paying member, you will receive email
notices of Sheffield events, plans and issues. The SNA
email list has been updated. If you are a dues-paying
SNA member and are not receiving email notices,
please let us know your name and current email address at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.
com so we can correct our records.
SNA welcomes the following new members:
Dan and Andrea Ambrosino, Janet Brookman, Pete
Burgeson and Lindsey Smith, Cory and Ben Daverman, J Scott English, Stephen and Jordi Eskilson, Scott
Gould, Kathie Jagielo, Michael and Dianne Kontos,
Derek Meier, Anne and Dick Raup, Anthony Russomanno, Eric and Andrea Stevenson, Brian Sullivan,
Jacob C. Tiedt and Erin L. Shencopp, and Bob and
Robin Van Halle.
SNA welcomes back the following members: Tom
and Salli Eley, David and Karie Katz, Charles and Diane
Laff, Jason and Rochene McLinn and Regina Waters.
SNA also welcomes the following new business
members: Dr. Lori Portnoy at 954 W. Armitage, Salon
Soca at 1400 W. Webster and The Local Option at
1102 W. Webster.
SNA welcomes back the following business members: Art Effect at 934 W. Armitage, Dee’s Restaurant
at 1114 W. Armitage and Lori’s Designer Shoes at 824
W. Armitage. Please support our local businesses!
If you are not now a member, we urge you to
join. Please complete the form below and mail it
with your check to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you
have not received your membership window decal
and would like to display one, please let us know at
sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com. In
addition, if you have not paid your membership dues,
SNA would appreciate your payment.

How can I....

		

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check for $_____
			
One Year
Three Years				
One Year
Family membership
$20		
$50
Senior membership $5 		
Individual membership $15 		
$35
Business membership $45		

Three Years
$10
$120

Name:
Address:
Phone:						

E-mail:

Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614.
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Community forum to unveil “green” project
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

T

he Lincoln Park Community-Wide Forum has
announced that its fourth project will focus on
developing sustainable, green initiatives for
Lincoln Park. In developing these initiatives,
the Forum will work with the City of Chicago’s Department of the Environment. Watch for news about the
upcoming kickoff of this initiative in an SNA email blast
or by checking www.lincolnparkconnect.com.
The Community-Wide Forum was created in 1999
by community members and community, business, and
institutional organizations located in Lincoln Park (including SNA), and Children’s Memorial Hospital. The
Forum’s mission is to leverage the considerable resources of the Lincoln Park community towards improving
the quality of life in our neighborhood.
The Forum’s first project focused on improving the
educational experience for students at Lincoln Park
High School through new initiatives: an after-school
study hall, a weekend tutoring program, a conflictresolution speaker series, a summer jobs program, and
an external affairs position to keep neighbors informed
about the school. Subsequently, these initiatives were
institutionalized and began operating under the oversight of the Local School Council.
The Forum’s second project was lincolnparkconnect.com, a website designed to connect residents to
the resources in the community. Launched in 2004, the
site has connected community members with available
services, donations, volunteers, and events in Lincoln
Park. Since being upgraded to Google Analytics in
December 2007, there have been more than 11,000
unique visitors to the site, averaging 28 visits a day. If
you are a nonprofit organization operating in Lincoln
Park, be sure to submit your meetings or events of com-

munity interest to be listed; forms are available on the
site.
In 2007, the Forum successfully completed its third
project, “The Year of the Child,” which was designed
to increase community involvement and investment in
the well-being of Lincoln Park through the promotion
of child-focused education and activities. The project
consisted of a series of free, family-friendly events held
at local schools in partnership with Lincoln Park institutions and organizations: “Celebrate Nature” with the
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum and Lincoln Elementary
School; “Celebrate Healthy Living” at Alcott Elementary
School; “Celebrate the Arts” at Oscar Mayer Elementary
School with the Chicago History Museum and Victory
Gardens Theater, and “Celebrate Athletics” with DePaul
University’s Athletic Department.
For more information on the Community-Wide
Forum or to volunteer for the fourth project, contact Ken
Labok in Community Relations at Children’s Memorial
Hospital, 773-880-6851 or klabok@childrensmemorial.
org, or visit www.lincolnparkconnect.com.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice President.

Green City Market goes year-round

N

ew this year, the Green City Market is operating the first and third Saturday of each month
through April 18. The market takes place
from 8 am to 1 pm at the Peggy Notebaert
Nature Museum, 2430 N. Cannon Drive. Free parking
is available on Cannon Drive and in the Diversey Harbor Lot; also, the CTA’s 151 Sheridan and 76 Diversey
buses stop near the museum.
The market offers locally produced goods, including potatoes, root vegetables, eggs, meat (beef,
lamb, chicken, pork), sprouts, dried fruit, black beans,
bread, honey, milk, cheeses, cornmeal, salsas, jams,
caramels, apples, scones, and more. In addition, the
market will focus on monthly themes with a special culinary event featuring and promoting local, sustainable
farmers, producers, and the chefs who work closely
with them. The theme for March is Artisanal Cheese;
the theme for April is Bacon and Eggs.
For more information about the Green City Market
and its programs, or to RSVP for chef demonstrations,
call 773-880-1266 or visit www.chicagogreencitymarket.org. You can sign up to receive the market’s free
newsletter on the website. Green City Market now has
a Facebook page, as well.

2009 real estate transactions in Sheffield*
BY PAULA ARNETT

R

eal estate sales in 2009 have not seen much
of a change from those in 2008 so far, but the
year has just begun. With only three closed
single-family home transactions in 2009, the
average sold price has dropped from $1,527,500 in
2008 to $1,371,333, or 11%. The highest sold price
remains close to last year’s of $1,950,000, but down
from 2007’s $2,440,000 for the small period. While

the number of condo sales has declined, the average selling price has increased due to an unusually high price of
a large new construction condo that closed in February
2009 for $1,615,000 in the 1000 block of Webster. With
only one multi-unit closing in 2009 and none in 2007,
there is not much to compare. The accompanying chart
shows all of the details.
Teardowns have come to a halt except for a double
lot at the corner of Webster and Sheffield that sold for
$2,100,000 in August 2006, according to Cook County’s
Tax Records.
My 11th Annual 2007-2008 Sheffield Neighborhood
Real Estate Market Report will be published soon, and
many more details and statistics will be included. If you
would like a copy of this report or a previous report,
please contact me at 773-294-1822 or parnett@rubloff.
com.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, SNA Patrons’
Party Chair, and a Broker Associate with Rubloff specializing in residential real estate sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.

Sheffield Neighborhood Closed Transactions January 1 to February 21**

Single Family
# Sold
Avg Sold
Price
Highest Sold
Price
Lowest Sold
Price
Avg Market
Time

Condo

Multi Unit

2009

2008

2007

2009

2008

2007

2009

2008

3

4

5

7

9

9

1

3

0

$1,371,333

$1,527,500

$1,186,400

$607,250

$546,556

$503,811

$1,397,000

$1,032,467

n/a

$1,900,000

$1,950,000

$2,440,000

$1,615,000

$760,000

$800,000

$1,397,000

$1,225,000

n/a

$849,000

$1,149,000

$642,000

$220,000

$276,000

$237,500

$1,397,000

$850,000

n/a

129

155

207

118

124

174

111

104

n/a

**Compiled from Midwest Real Estate Data LLC, formerly MLSNI (Multiple Listing Service of Northern Illinois) on February 21, 2009

2007

March / April 2009

