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The 41st Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival makes history

E

veryone knows that an outdoor summer
event is subject to Mother Nature, let alone
other festivals and the economy. The Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival had fabulous
weather in 2006 and 2007. Our summer this year has
been substantially cooler and rainier than normal. Add
to that the worst economic conditions since the Great
Depression and it would have been anyone’s guess as
to the chances of success.
However, Mother Nature decided to treat us with
temperatures 15 to 20 degrees below normal with
clouds and some sunshine. It turned out to be perfect
weather for viewing gardens, walking architectural
tours, playing in the Kids’ Corner and, of course, music.
The result was a record for the overall weekend in attendance with over 23,000 visitors.
This success simply was not possible without great
planning by the managers and the diligence of our 500
volunteers. As a result, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association can continue to provide community benefits
to schools, beautification and other community organizations.
Over the years, monies from the Garden Walk have
been used to improve Sheffield from the public spaces
to the organizations and schools serving our community. The playground area at Trebes Park was rebuilt and
the balance of the park was totally renovated, including
the baseball field, the walkways, the wrought iron fencing and the garden beds. The beautification planters

An unbeatable combination of music, refreshments and a
historic neighborhood brought crowds to the 41st Sheffield
Garden Walk and Festival.

Photos for SNN by kardas@kardasphotography.com

BY LAURY LEWIS

The Garden Walk has always been a family event.

Continued on page 4

Jazz is coming
to Trebes
Park
ark

M

your
calendar for Thursday,
September
17, when jazz
vocalist Alison Ruble will
perform in an
SNA-sponsored
concert in
Trebes Park.
Ruble is known
as a versatile
performer who
sings classic jazz
standards as well
as more modern Alison Ruble
strains. She has headlined at the Chicago Jazz Festival
and at many local jazz clubs. Visit www.alisonruble.
com for more information.
The Trebes Park concert will begin at 6 pm and
continue until 8 pm. See you there!
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The “Garden District of Chicago” lived up to its name.

Bands rocked out at the Main Stage on Saturday and Sunday.

A petting zoo was part of the fun at Kids’ Corner.
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in Sheffield
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The Garden Walk could not exist without the support of our
sponsors.

It’s time to get involved
in our neighborhood —
join the SNA Board
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SNN to go online
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY LAURY LEWIS

A

November 2009. SNA Spaghetti Dinner.
July 17-18, 2010, Saturday and Sunday,
42nd Annual Sheffield Garden Walk and
Festival, Sheffield and Webster.
Call 773-929-9255 or send email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.
com for details on any of these events.

Brown Line Task Force
Task Force members continue to press the CTA:
• to address the issue of smaller heating shelters on
the platforms
• for information about signage plans for all the
Brown Line stations
• to review station concession plans with local
Aldermen
• for an update on plans for bicycle storage at the
stations
• for an update on the installation of security
cameras
• to address station cleanliness
• to address landscaping
The Wellington station reopened in July, joining the
stations completed at Kimball, Kedzie, Francisco, Rockwell, Western, Damen, Montrose, Irving Park, Addison,
Paulina, Southport, Diversey, Armitage, Sedgwick, and
Chicago. Work continues on the historic station at Diversey. Like Fullerton, Belmont should be completed by
the end of this year, thus bringing the entire project to an
end on schedule.
Fullerton Construction Update
The CTA still expects to complete the station by the end
of 2009. Sound panel installation will be completed by
the end of September. Construction of the new station continues, including installation of granite, a kiosk,
stairways, gateways, the elevator and escalators, and the
extension of the canopy. Work likewise continues on the
historic station, which was relocated to the north side of
Fullerton, and the stairs on the north side of the street.
This work at Fullerton will continue to at times require alley obstructions and closures, parking restrictions,
lane closures, sidewalk impacts, and street closures.
The Brown Line Renovation construction schedule,
including street closures and obstructions, is available at
www.ctabrownline.com. Street closures and obstructions
related to the Brown Line renovation also are available on
the 43rd Ward website, www.chicago43rd.org. Informa-

St. Vincent de Paul Center
stages first Family Fall Fest

S

t. Vincent de Paul Center, a neighborhood
fixture since 1915, will hold its first Family
Fall Fest on Saturday, September 12. The Fest
is designed to bring together the Lincoln Park
community with carnival-like games and activities
for all ages. The event will also include live musical
entertainment courtesy of the band Missing Ted; hot
dogs, brats, burgers, drinks, and sweet treats; and an
opportunity to learn about St. Vincent de Paul Center’s
programs for children and families through guided
tours of the 150,000-square-foot Center.
St. Vincent de Paul Center is recognized as one of
Illinois’ largest single-site non-profit child development
centers. The Center has empowered Chicago’s working
poor through critical services such as early childhood
education, after-school programs, family support,
compassionate services to the elderly, and an on-site
resource center for the homeless.
Family Fall Fest will run from 11 am to 4 pm at
the Center, 2145 N. Halsted. Admission is free, with
a small fee for food and drinks and some games and
activities. For additional information, call 312-2784275 or visit http://www.svdpc.org/Events/index.html.

Hayes-Healy stones
find new home

S

tones from the demolished Hayes-Healy
Gymnasium just east of the El tracks soon
will have a new home.
Despite some strong community opposition, DePaul’s Hayes-Healy Gymnasium was razed to
make room for wider platforms as part of the Brown
Line Renovation. The historic structure had been
built in the Collegiate Gothic Style by the McCormick Theological Seminary, which made its home
between Halsted and the El tracks until 1975.
Stones from Hayes-Healy that depict various
athletic activities have been saved, however, and six
will find a new home in the historic station house at
Fullerton, which the CTA has moved to the north side
of the street and is in the process of renovating.
A column more than 17 feet tall displaying three
stones will be placed near each of two staircases
inside the paid area of the station house. CTA users
will see each of three stones in turn as they walk
up or down a staircase. The two galvanized steel
columns will be topped by a piece representative of
the architectural style of Hayes-Healy; not surprisingly, the columns also have been designed to deter
pigeons from roosting.
If funds can be raised, a plaque will be installed
to explain the history of the stones.
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Fullerton
Halsted

November 5, Saturday. LPCRI Fall Program,
“Lincoln Park Block By Block,” Chicago
History Museum.

C

TA to Extend Canopies at Fullerton and Belmont
After years of pressure from the community,
the CTA has announced that it will extend the
length of the canopies at the Fullerton and Belmont stations to cover six train cars. The old Fullerton platform
had a canopy that extended over four cars, but the new
canopy extended only over two cars even though the
platforms now are longer to accommodate eight-car
trains on the Brown Line. (The Red Line already was running eight-car trains.) Longer canopies, along with other
amenities such as high-end materials, had been excised
from the CTA’s original plans to meet its budget for the
renovation. Work on the canopies has begun.

tion regarding alternative bus routes for stations that are
temporarily closed is available at www.ctabrownline.
com or by calling 1-888-YOUR-CTA. For other travel
information, visit www.transitchicago.com.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice President.
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October 6, Tuesday, 7 pm. SNA Board
Meeting.

BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

Riv

September 17, Thursday, 6 pm. Alison Ruble concert at Trebes Park, 2250 N. Clifton.

Brown Line renovation update

go
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Ch

s fall approaches and the Cubs
and White Sox shoot for the playoffs and the Bears begin thinking
about the Super Bowl, the cool
weather from this summer will soon be a
memory. An unusually cool summer with
above-normal rainfall in the spring has provided optimal conditions for plant growth.
As the “Garden District of Chicago,” our
street corner planters have never looked
better. They should continue to look good
into October. Sheffield would like to thank
Finkl Landscaping for their diligent work in
maintaining the planters.
The 41st annual Sheffield Garden Walk
and Festival overcame cooler than normal
conditions to set a record. The entry of 90
gardens again demonstrates the community
pride and green thumbs our residents have.
Next year we look forward to having more
entries in the garden contest as well as
more non-contest entries. This year we had
over 5,000 people view the gardens.
After almost 2 years of negotiations, a
new 10-year Community Agreement was
signed with DePaul University that will
guide its growth within Sheffield for the
next 10+ years. The other parties to this
agreement besides the Sheffield Neighborhood Association were Wrightwood Neighbors Association, Seminary Townhome
Association and the Lincoln Park Chamber
of Commerce. All parties were instrumental
in putting together an agreement that will
provide a framework of responsible growth
by DePaul within the community.
The Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce held its annual fundraiser August
8-9. This was organized by the Chamber
to support its activities and its business
members, which in turn should benefit the
overall community. This year, it expanded
the scope of the event by extending the
festival boundary on Racine to Webster.
Despite very little community input prior
to the event, I am pleased to report that
the event went off smoothly with minimal
impact on the immediate residents and the
overall neighborhood communicated to the
SNA. We hope that the event was successful financially and that next year Sheffield
and the Chamber can work together.

Sheffield Neighborhood News

Armitage

Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
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DePaul finalizes Master Plan,
signs new community agreement
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

A

fter months of meetings with community
representatives serving on DePaul University’s Neighborhood Advisory Committee
(NAC) and two community-wide meetings in
Sheffield, DePaul completed its 2009-2019 Master Plan
for the Lincoln Park campus. To memorialize DePaul’s
commitments to the community in connection with
the plan, it signed a new, ten-year Community Agreement with the Sheffield Neighborhood Association,
the Wrightwood Neighbors Association, the Seminary
Townhouse Association, and the Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce. The new Agreement updates and
improves the original Community Agreement and its
Amendments, which have guided the relationship between the community and the school since 1989.
The Community Agreement details as much as
possible DePaul’s commitments regarding what structures will be built or renovated and when; the heights,
volumes, and setbacks of buildings, including even the
location of mechanical penthouses; general architectural
design; landscaping; green space; traffic improvements;
and parking arrangements. The Agreement also defines
the community’s opportunity for review and comment —
and in many cases approval — of any changes or final
details to projects. In addition, the Agreement memorializes commitments between DePaul and the community
developed over the past several years regarding construction management, community notices, bus loading,
and use of DePaul facilities by the community.
The highlights of the plan were presented in the
May issue of the Sheffield Neighborhood News. To read
the article online, go to http://www.sheffieldneighborhood.org/sites/sheffieldneighborhood.org/files/news/
Archived_News_Items18/MAY09SNN.pdf.
The first projects DePaul will undertake are the
improvement of the exterior and landscaping around
Corcoran Hall, the residential building east of the El

tracks along the rear of the Seminary Rowhouses that face
Fullerton, and the construction of a new building at 935
W. Fullerton, immediately east of the El tracks, that will
house a DePaul museum or art gallery. The timing of the
remaining projects will depend upon financing and other
variables, such as whether DePaul can accommodate
students in one building while another is under construction. At this time, DePaul anticipates that the new
Academic Building at Kenmore and Belden would be the
next to be constructed.
As has been the case since 1989, the NAC will
continue to be the primary vehicle through which the
community and DePaul communicate and resolve issues.
The NAC is comprised of DePaul representatives and
the president and his/her designee of the four organizations that are signatories to the Community Agreement.
In addition, DePaul may invite other community leaders
including the six charter, or permanent, members who are
residents of the community: Allan Mellis, Ted Wrobleski,
Ken Feldbein, Walt Crowley, Fritz Biederman, and Judy
Lauth Casey. The NAC meets monthly to review the status
of building plans, construction management, parking and
traffic issues, and problems related to student behavior.
In connection with its new Master Plan, DePaul
submitted an application in August for a new Institutional
Planned Development (IPD) for the Lincoln Park campus.
The new IPD would replace the old IPD now in place
that set out the zoning rules for DePaul’s building plans
for the last 20 years. The new IPD application will be
reviewed by the city and the Chicago Plan Commission
and ultimately is subject to City Council approval. City
Council approval customarily calls for the support of the
aldermen of the affected wards, in this case the 43rd and
32nd Wards.
SNA will keep the community apprised of the progress of DePaul’s application for a new IPD, including any
dates for meetings of the Chicago Plan Commission or
City Council.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice President.
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The 41st annual Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival makes history
Continued from page 1
throughout the Sheffield neighborhood would not be
possible without the financial support from the Garden
Walk. Our community schools and other social service
organizations receive much-needed support, especially
with declining government subsidies. The beneficiaries
of this year’s Garden Walk earnings will be announced
at the end of the year.
Thanks to Our Sponsors
Tom Lawson, in his first year as sponsorship chairman,
did an unbelievable job in selling our festival and its
benefits to a great group of sponsors, given the state
of the economy. Thanks to all of our major sponsors,
Coors Light and Blue Moon, Bridgeview Bank, McGee’s
Tavern and Grill, WXRT-FM, Finkl & Sons, DePaul
University, St. Vincent DePaul Church, Westend Dental,
Treasure Island, Home Depot – Lincoln Park and Pepsi.
Our festival simply does not exist without their support.

Elected officials joined SNA Board members to open the
2009 Garden Walk and Festival. From left, Patty Hayes (SNA
Board), Allan Mellis (Wrightwood Neighbors), Ted Wrobleski
(SNA Board), 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack, Judy
Casey (SNA Board), U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley, Richard Ashbeck (SNA Board), 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley, and SNA
President Laury Lewis.

Patrons’ and President’s Parties
Paula Arnett did her usual outstanding work in organizing this year’s successful Patrons’ Party, hosted by
Marena Swenson. Lanni Guttman again outwitted
Mother Nature and moved the President’s Party indoors,
just prior to the rain. DePaul again saved the night by
allowing us to use the inside of the student center.
Thank you to Fran Casey and DePaul University.
Kids’ Corner
Laurie Dombrowski, in her rookie year as Kids’ Corner
organizer, put together another terrific grouping of activities for our neighborhood kids. A special thanks also
to Colleen Sheehan for her coaching.

Thousands of visitors were reminded that Sheffield is the
Garden District of Chicago.

Architectural Tours
We again were overwhelmed with visitors wanting to
experience the architectural sights of Sheffield. Perennial thanks to Polly Kelly for organizing the architectural tours.

Music
The music festival aspect of our event would not be possible without the knowledge and contacts of Dan Hermann, Bryan Robson and Malcolm Lambe. Our headliners, Rusted Root, Cowboy Mouth and Poi Dog Pondering drew record crowds and provided great music.
The Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival was led
this year again by Richard Ashbeck and myself as CoChairmen and our executive committee, Tom Lawson,
Patty Hayes and Dan Hermann. And of course, our
many managers, some of whom have been involved for
over 15 years. They are Polly Kelly, Michael Grossman,
Tim Cichowski, Judith and Pat Casey, Wayne Przyby,
John Roberts, Hamish Forrest, Art Margulis, David Bassin, John Lader, Deb Vonderhaar, Marcia Reynolds, Bob
Birkmeyer, Ted Wrobleski, Paula Arnett, Lanni Guttmann, Joe and Doris Bembynista, Allison Spriggs, Tom
Riley, George Gross, Kathy Nowlin and Father Pat Harrity. See you next year for our 42nd Sheffield Garden
Walk and Festival, July 17-18, 2010.
Laury Lewis is Co-Chairman of the Sheffield Garden
Walk and Festival with Richard Ashbeck.

You never know what you’ll find in a Sheffield garden!

Proceeds of the Garden Walk and Festival are used to help a
variety of local organizations that strive every day to make
the Sheffield neighborhood a better place to live and work.

Sheffield’s outstanding architectural treasures were once
again on display.

These children donated the profits from their lemonade
stand to PAWS Chicago.

Photo for SNN by Jeffrey Markowitz

Gardens and Contest
This year, Jeannie Lawson volunteered for the first time
in searching out and organizing the gardens. This year,
we again sponsored a garden contest for those competitive gardeners. A special thanks to the many other
garden exhibitors for sharing their beautiful gardens
with our guests. There were 24 new exhibitors this year.
There were categories for best overall garden and best
containers. A total of 12 entries were received to vie
for bragging rights and cash prizes. A panel of expert
judges, Mike Nowak, radio garden personality on
WCPT 820AM, Bill Aldrich, publisher of Chicagoland
Gardening magazine and John Eskandari from Gethsemane Garden Center, provided comprehensive critique
of the entries. The winners this year were:
Overall Garden
1st Place – Claire and Pete McIntosh
2nd Place – Erica Kuhlmann
3rd Place – Richard Minto
Containers
1st Place – Erica Kuhlmann
2nd Place – Sol Elena and Martin Berman
3rd Place – Claire and Pete McIntosh
3rd Place – Pamela McCabe
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Community safety update
BY JOHN ROBERTS

1

. Special CAPS Meeting Addresses Violent
Crime
43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley hosted a C.A.P.S.
meeting on August 13 at the Lincoln Park Cultural Center to bring the community and the Chicago
Police Department together to address the rash of
violent crimes in Lincoln Park/Lakeview neighborhoods
and to identify ways to protect yourself if you are confronted with a dangerous situation. Also present at the
meeting were the Guardian Angels; their leader, Miguel
Fuentes (cell 312-217-7245), stated that they offer
escort services to get you home safely. The Guardian
Angels also gave a demonstration of some maneuvers
to use to escape a confrontation. 32nd Ward Alderman
Scott Waguespack and 44th Ward Alderman Tom Tunney were also present.
All strongly recommended:
• Be aware of your surroundings.
• As you are walking down the street, especially
after midnight, look around to see who is in the
vicinity.
• Avoid alleys as shortcuts.
• Avoid using headsets that will distract you from
hearing a threat approaching from behind.
• While using your cell phone or texting, be
aware of other pedestrians. Turn around
occasionally to see who is behind you.
• Use the buddy system while walking; you are
less a target in a group than alone.
• When entering an alley to park in a garage or
parking pad, look around; if you see a stranger
drive on, go back around, and if he or she is
still present, call 911.
• Avoid using ATMs that are drive-up or walkup late at night; try not to count your money;
again, be aware of your surroundings.
• Purchase a personal noise machine and pepper
spray.
• Remember that in any situation that you feel
uncomfortable or threatened, do not hesitate to
call 911. Try to give a good description of the
threat to the responding officers.
The Chicago Police Department also has a program
(TXT2TIP) so that the public may text in tips, pictures,
video, or audio. Enter the number 274637 (CRIMES);
then start the text with CPD to ensure it is routed to the
proper police department. For more information, visit
www.chicagopolice.org/txt2tip.
2. Tips Regarding Imposters
Do not be fooled by imposters- Peoples Gas and the
Chicago Police Department’s CAPS Organization want
to remind you that all employees of the gas company
are required to carry photo identification, so always ask
to see the ID. Also, no cash payment should be made
to the serviceperson; any billing will be added to your
account.
3. Crime Track
This is the fourth installment of a pilot project to track
certain crimes as promised in our Year in Review issue
of the SNN. Initially, the project will track crimes to
persons that occur on the streets, sidewalks, and alleys,
as well as in residential garages, parking lots, and parks.
The statistics will be somewhat dated in that they are
based upon what is available from the Chicago Police
Department’s CLEARpath website on the date that material must be submitted for publication. Thus, for this
issue, the project tracked crimes from June 7 through
August 8, 2009.
DAY/TIME
June 13/11:00PM
June 18/4:00PM
July 11/11:00PM
July 11/3:20AM
July 11/10:00PM
July 11/11:00PM
July 22/11:45PM
July 22/1:42AM
July 24/11:00PM
July 28/10:20PM
July 29/10:20PM
August 5/11:00PM
August 7/10:34PM

BLOCK		
2300 N. Seminary
2100 N. Halsted
900 W. Fullerton
2200 N. Fremont
900 W. Fullerton
900 W. Fullerton
800 W. Belden
900 W. Fullerton
900 W. Webster
1000 W. Webster
900 W. Fullerton
900 W. Webster
2000 N. Magnolia

LOCATION CRIME TYPE
Street
Assault
Street
Assault
Sidewalk Robbery
Sidewalk Assault
Sidewalk Robbery
Sidewalk Robbery
Street
Robbery
Sidewalk Robbery
Sidewalk Battery
Sidewalk Robbery
Alley
Robbery
Sidewalk Battery
Sidewalk Robbery

TOTALS:
June 7 – August 8 (approximately 56 days): 14 incidents
April 12 – June 6 (approximately 57 days): 9 incidents

Feb 14- April 11 (approximately 57 days): 9 incidents
Jan 1 – Feb 13 (approximately 44 days): 6 incidents
To track other crime incidents yourself, use the
Chicago Police Department’s CLEARpath website, www.
chicagopolice.org. The site links directly to CLEARmap,
which offers a comprehensive look at crime incidents in
Chicago via either a map or a graph. To access this crime
data, select Online Services, and then click on CLEARmap. Or go directly to the link at http://gis.chicagopolice.org/.
A map appears; click on the Crime Incidents icon
on the left. Select date parameters (available in twoweek intervals), then select to search by beat, and finally
choose beat 1811* or 1812*. Other options include
selecting a particular type of crime and filtering by time
and location. Then, click GO.
A map will appear that includes icons denoting crime
types. For example, a mask denotes a robbery, while a
bottle denotes a liquor license violation. Definitions of
the crime types can be accessed by clicking on “Details”
to the right of “Crime Types.”
Another useful option is to search by address rather
than by the beat; distance options are 1/8, ¼, and ½
miles.
For other ways to use the CLEARpath website, see the
Community Safety Update in the March/April 2009 issue
of this newsletter, available on line at www.sheffieldneighborhoodassociation.org by selecting the Newsletters
tab on the left and then clicking on “here” in “Click here
for archived news articles.”
4. Upcoming Dates to Remember
CAPS Meetings:
Attending your CAPS meeting is the best way to communicate your concerns to the officers who patrol your
community. SNA representatives attend the meetings, but
they need your support.
*Beat 1811-1813 (North Ave north to Fullerton, Sheffield west to the Chicago River)
September 16, October 21 at 7 pm
St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland.
Special presentation by P.O. Ron Rufo (EHD) Preventive
Programs Section on September 16
*Beat 1812 (Armitage north to Fullerton, Sedgwick and
Clark west to Sheffield)
September 9, October 14 at 6:30 pm
St. Vincent de Paul Center, 2145 N Halsted
Information Safety Workshop
September 18, 6:30-8 pm
1411 W. Madison.
John Roberts chairs SNA’s Community Safety Committee.

42nd Sheffield
Garden Walk and Festival
July 17-18, 2010
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Get rich quick
Photo by Ted Wrobleski

BY ALAN EHRENHALT

G

entrification? This Chicago neighborhood
didn’t stop there.
Sheffield is a small, rather obscure
neighborhood on the north side of Chicago,
three miles from downtown, tucked in between Lincoln
Park on the east and the Chicago River on the west.
Eighty years ago, it was a bustling blue-collar community of German and Irish families whose breadwinners
worked in nearby factories. Most lived in small houses,
almost all built between 1880 and 1910, known as
“workmen’s cottages.”
Forty years ago, Sheffield was a near slum, its
single-family homes turned into overstuffed rooming
houses and alleys strewn with garbage. Neighborhood
merchants were shaken down for protection money by
Puerto Rican gangs that sold drugs under the tracks of
the Armitage Avenue El station.
Today, all of that seems like ancient history. Sheffield is rich. Not gentrified, as we commonly use that
term, but really rich. A 2007 projection by a demographic research company put the median home price
in the eastern half of the neighborhood at more than
$1 million, and the median household income at
$133,535.
Not that the place looks all that rich. Sitting at a
windowside table at the Chicago Bagel Authority early
in the morning, one sees a tableau of what looks like
ordinary urban middle-class life: commuters hurrying
to the El station; young singles out for a jog; old people
ambling at a slower pace. The buildings surrounding
the café are nothing extraordinary, either: a chiropractor’s office, a sports bar that displays Cubs and White
Sox banners with careful impartiality; a Caribbean
restaurant.
So why did Sheffield get rich? That’s a question
that has intrigued local demographers for more than a
decade. “At first glance,” the Chicago Tribune wrote a
couple of years ago, “it’s hard to see why some of Chicago’s most wealthy people have chosen this formerly
nondescript area as their new enclave. It doesn’t have a
lake view. It isn’t even that close to the lake.”
Indeed, it’s easier to demonstrate that Sheffield is
rich than to explain how it got that way. But you can
begin to explain it if you are willing to step back and
look at some of the policies the local government put in
place half a century ago.
Back in the 1950s, Chicago’s civic leaders were under a delusion. They thought the city was on the verge
of a growth spurt that would lift its population from 3.5
million to at least 4.2 million by 1980. As we all know,
nothing of the sort happened, in Chicago or in almost
any of the nation’s older industrial cities. Chicago’s
population in 1980 barely scraped three million.
But operating under the assumption of growth,

On West Armitage Avenue in Sheffield, buildings date to
the 1880s.
Chicago adopted a zoning law in 1957 that made it much
easier for developers to build the high-rise residential
towers needed for a city of 4.2 million. The extra people
didn’t come, but the towers did: 180 of them were built
in the 1960s alone, virtually all within a mile of Lake
Michigan. And they proved to be very desirable places
to live for people who had money and wanted to remain
in the city. In simple terms, the city fathers thought they
were responding to a demand. Instead, they were creating one.
By 1970, there weren’t many places left along the
lake to put new residential towers. So the developers
began looking west a few blocks, to the Lincoln Park
neighborhood, which had begun to look more than a
little seedy by then. Lincoln Park began sprouting its own
combination of high-rise towers and rehabbed apartment
buildings. Soon it became very nice, and expensive as
well. But there was one commodity it generally did not
possess: residential blocks lined with century- old singlefamily houses.
Pretty soon, urban home-seekers began noticing that
there was a neighborhood, just west of Lincoln Park, that
actually did have such houses, in an odd but appealing mishmash of architectural styles. Sheffield could be
quite a nice place—if something could be done about the
gangs, the garbage and the crime. That turned out to be
easier than almost anyone predicted. As urban pioneers
moved in, rents increased, cut-up homes were converted
back to single-family, and the underclass that produced
the gang members and the disorder was priced out of the
neighborhood. By 1980, Sheffield was safe. And it was
well on the way to affluence. Today, the greatest controversy in Sheffield surrounds the free-spending newcomers
who buy modest old homes, tear them down, and build
narrow vertical McMansions, complete with elevators,
rooftop decks and wine cellars that run the 25-foot width
of the property.
The old houses are one theory of how Sheffield got
rich. I think it’s a pretty good one. But to be fair, we
should stop to consider another. We should pay some
attention to the “amenity theory” of urban revival. This
idea, made famous by the geographer Richard Florida,
holds that cities come back by attracting a creative class
interested in intellectual stimulation, a lively entertainment scene and convenient public transportation. Sheffield has all of these.
DePaul University, at the northern end of the neighborhood, was for many years a gritty and aesthetically
unattractive college that had catered to a local blue-collar
population. Richard J. Daley rode the elevated trains
there four nights a week to get a law degree in 1933.
“The little school under the El,” was what people called
it. In the 1960s, DePaul almost fled the neighborhood to
try and start over in the suburbs. Instead, it stayed, and
steadily grew in size, quality, and intellectual influence.
This helped to create a neighborhood that any member of
the creative class could find acceptably stimulating.
Then there was entertainment. In the 1950s, Chicago
had been a mecca for blues, folk and comedy, most of it
centered on Old Town, a tiny district a mile or so southeast of Sheffield. The glory days of folk music were over
by 1970, but the blues remained strong, and quite a few
blues clubs settled on Halsted Street, just north of Sheffield’s eastern border.
Finally, of course, there’s public transportation, if you
want to call that an amenity rather than a virtual necessity of dense urban life. In the 1970s, Sheffield’s rail link,
the Brown Line (then called the Ravenswood El), was
underused and dilapidated. The CTA considered shutting
it down altogether. But its fortunes turned. Between 1987
and 1998, even as CTA rail traffic citywide continued to
plummet, Brown Line ridership increased 30 percent. If
you lived in Sheffield, you could make it home from your

job downtown in less than 15 minutes, buy a book on
existentialism at the DePaul bookstore, and then wander over to take in a blues performance on Halsted.
So now we’ve explained it, right? Sheffield was in
the right place at the right time, with cute houses, cool
music, and a train station every four blocks. Actually,
I don’t think we quite have the answer yet. We won’t
have it until we throw in what may be the most important factor: jobs.
Like virtually all industrial cities in America, Chicago lost manufacturing jobs in the second half of the
20th century. In fact, it lost huge numbers of them—32
percent between 1969 and 1983. But Chicago was
picking up jobs at the same time—jobs in finance,
insurance, real estate, law, and professional services
of myriad kinds. A recent study by the Federal Reserve
Bank of Chicago found that except for manufacturing—
a big exception, I will grant—Chicago actually was a
net job gainer in the 1980s and 1990s. A large percentage of these were well-paying jobs, and they were located in or near the center of the city—in places where
a short commute to an old workman’s cottage would
have seemed rather attractive— attractive enough to
bid up prices to the astronomical levels they reached
before the real estate recession began two years ago. “It
is a mistake,” wrote the author of the Fed study, William
Testa, “to attribute too much of the rising urbanization
of college-educated householders to the siren call of
city lights, museums, and lakefront parks.” In Testa’s
view, and based on his data, what’s far more important
is the desire to live close to work.
So the truth is that Sheffield got rich for a whole
bunch of reasons, some of which other cities might be
able to emulate, but many of which they cannot. It’s
possible, given enough of a civic investment, to create
an arts and entertainment scene in the center of your
city, and it’s possible to encourage the expansion and
improvement of a major university. What’s not possible
is to create a new stock of attractive century-old cottages.
But jobs may be the most important of all. It’s
not out of the question for a city to expand its central
employment base sufficiently to create the kind of
demand for nearby housing that launched a boom on
Chicago’s North Side. But it would be a good idea for
city planners and policy makers to keep one sobering
idea in mind: Without a solid base of well-paying new
jobs, replicating a neighborhood such as Sheffield may
simply be out of reach.
Alan Ehrenhalt is writing a book about the future of cities, to be published by Alfred A. Knopf. E-mail aehrenhalt@governing.com.
This article appeared in the August 2009 issue of Governing magazine and is reprinted with permission.

PERENNIAL GIFT — SNA President Laury Lewis (l) and
Jeannie Lawson were among the Sheffield neighbors who
in late June planted 144 perennials in the Trebes Park gazebo plaza. The plants were donated by Home Depot Lincoln Park garden plant vendor Hampshire Farms. Megan
Meier Lane and Tom Lawson assisted in the planting.

SNA Spaghetti Dinner
November 2009
Look for details in the
next issue of SNN!
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Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative marks 10th anniversary
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

C

elebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Lincoln
Park Community Research Initiative by attending its Fall Program, which will be held at the
Chicago History Museum on November 5,
2009. The free program will feature the CHM’s exhibit,
“Lincoln Park Block by Block.”
The Initiative was founded as a joint project for
the community and DePaul to update and enhance the
Lincoln Park Community archives, which have been
housed in DePaul’s library since 1984. The project
initially was conceived to commemorate the relationship between DePaul and Lincoln Park during DePaul’s
Centennial celebration in 1998-99. The project launch

SNA Business Members

Please shop locally and support the following SNA
Business Members:
2 point perspective, inc.
2120
900 West Fullerton Condo Association
900
A Finkl & Sons
2011
Alderman Scott Waguespack
2657
Alderman Vi Daley
735
			
All She Wrote
825
Armitage Racine Currency Exchange
1164
Art Effect
934
Baird & Warner: Millie Rosenbloom
1510
Beaumont Bar & Grill
2020
Beverly Hammel Kitchen and Bath LLC
1216
Bridgeview Bank
1970
CBC Architects, Inc.		
Charlie’s on Webster
1224
Children’s Memorial Hospital
2300
			
Cotelac
1159
Curves Lakeview
2825
Dairy Queen-Orange Julius
2200
Dee’s Restaurant
1114
DePaul University
1
DePaul Library
2350
Design Shoppe
2009
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop
2070
Dominick’s
959
Dr. Lori Portnoy
954
Family Pet Animal Hospital
1401
Fidelity Investments: Charlie Nunnelley
401
Fifth Third Bank
900
Representative John Fritchey
2539
General Iron Industries
1909
2052 N Seminary, Inc. and
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.
3044
Glascott & Associates
2156
Greater Little Rock Church
834
Hellman Frame Shop
2152
Home Depot
2665
ICM Properties
1438
Ja’ Grill Restaurant & Lounge
1008
K. Paige Salon
956
Kelly’s Pub
949
Kincade’s
950
La Canasta Restaurant
1119
Licia Leslie, LLC
2330
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
1925
Lincoln Park Parents Association
2045
			
Lori’s Designer Shoes
824
M&R Car Imports Service
1951
McGee’s
950
Milito Car Wash
1106
Milito Mobil
1106
My Corner Playroom
2121
National City Bank
921
Nookies Too, Inc.
2114
O’Brien Signature Metal, Inc.
2100
Potbelly Sandwich Works
1422
Robinson’s No. 1 Ribs
655
Rubloff Residential Properties:
Paula Arnett
2663
Sai Café, Inc.
2010
Salon Soca
1400
Sir Speedy
1711
Spex
2136
St. James Lutheran Church
2101
St. Josaphat Church
2311
St. Vincent dePaul Church
1010
Erica Fishman Smith, ASID
1158
State Restaurant
935
Strand
1123
Sweet Mandy B’s
1208
Tarantino’s
1112
The Local Option
1102
The Poison Cup
1128
The Second Child
954
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
2254
Treasure Island
3460
U S Bank
1953
Victory Gardens Theatre
2433
Vrai Amour
953
Wallace Realty
1700
Webster’s Wine Bar
1480
Westend Dental
1170

N. Bissell
W. Fullerton
N. Southport
N. Clybourn
W. Wrightwood
W. Armitage
W. Armitage
W. Armitage
N. Wells
N. Halsted
W Webster
N. Halsted
W. Webster
Children’s
Plaza
W. Webster
N. Sheffield
N. Lincoln
W. Armitage
E. Jackson
N. Kenmore
N. Fremont
N. Clybourn
W. Fullerton
W. Armitage
W. Webster
N. Michigan
W. Webster
N. Southport
N. Clifton

N. Greenview
N. Halsted
W. Armitage
N. Bissell
N. Halsted
W. Belmont
W. Armitage
W. Webster
W. Webster
W. Armitage
W. Webster
N. Wayne
N. Clybourn
N. Lincoln
Park West
W. Armitage
N. Sheffield
W. Webster
W. Fullerton
W. Fullerton
N. Clybourn
W. Armitage
N. Halsted
N. Southport
W. Webster
W. Armitage
N. Halsted
N. Sheffield
W. Webster
N. Clybourn
N. Halsted
N. Fremont
N. Southport
W. Webster
W. Dickens
W. Webster
W. Webster
W. Webster
W. Armitage
W. Webster
W. Armitage
W. Armitage
N. Bissell
N. Broadway
N. Clybourn
N. Lincoln
W. Webster
N. Ashland
W. Webster
W. Armitage

was marked by a fundraiser that showcased an exhibit on
the history of the McCormick Theological Seminary, developed by one of Sheffield’s own, Seminary Townhouse
resident Elizabeth Ware.
Since its inception in February 1999, the Initiative
has worked to fulfill a three-pronged mission. Its most
visible products are the Fall and Spring Programs that
highlight specific aspects of Lincoln Park history: from
gentrification, institutions, and politics to parks and green
space, the Chicago River and, most recently, the music
scene. The programs foster discourse about Lincoln Park’s
history and future, raising awareness of the Initiative
among scholars and neighbors.
Second, the Initiative spearheaded a substantial
increase in donations of documents and artifacts to the
archives. Some materials in the Lincoln Park collection
were digitized and made available on the DePaul library
web site, supported by a grant the DePaul library received
from the State of Illinois.
Finally, the Initiative awarded grants to subsidize varied research projects on Lincoln Park. The grants not only
encouraged the study of Lincoln Park but also engendered
works that augmented the archives, which can be viewed
in the Special Collections department of DePaul’s John

T. Richardson library. Monies generated by the initial
fundraiser, as well as subsequent generous donations
from individuals and community groups such as SNA,
supported the grants.
Members of the LPCRI Advisory Board are representatives of several Lincoln Park groups, including
SNA, and DePaul University.
To receive invitations to the Programs, contact DePaul University’s Office of Community, Government, and
International Affairs (CGIA) at 312-362-8100 or send an
email message to cgia@depaul.edu.
If you are interested in donating funds or materials
(including personal memorabilia), or would like information about research grants, please contact CGIA or
the Association. For additional information about the
Initiative, including descriptions of earlier programs and
summaries of grant projects, visit www.depaul.edu/community and click on Research Initiative. To access the
Lincoln Park archives, visit http://www.library.depaul.
edu/Collections/SpecialCollections.aspx; or, stop by the
Special Collections and Archives Department of DePaul’s
John T. Richardson Library, 2350 N. Kenmore, Room 314,
which is open for use Monday through Friday, 9-5 pm.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice President.

SNA now accepts credit/debit cards!

SNA now accepts credit/debit card payments for your membership dues! Your next invoice will give you the option
of paying your membership dues by check or credit card.
In addition, you will have the option of a one-year or three-year renewal as follows:
		
One Year
Three Years
Family		
$20		
$50
Individual
$15		
$35
Senior		
$5		
$10
Business
$45		
$120
We need your support. Founded in 1959, SNA is a volunteer group of businesses and residents working together to improve the conditions of live, work, recreation, health and safety of our neighborhood. Here are some of
the things SNA does for you:
• Sponsors forums for neighbors to present their views on planning and development matters, parking and
other important issues.
• Serves as a neighborhood advocate working with the Alderman’s office and city departments to help provide insight and guidance on the needs of the neighborhood.
• Publishes and distributes the bi-monthly Sheffield Neighborhood News to every doorstep keeping the
neighborhood informed of events, activities and plans which impact their quality of life.
• Works to beautify the neighborhood by planting and maintaining the planters on our corners and hanging
from the lampposts on our commercial streets.
• Sponsors the annual Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival.
• Donates funds raised from the Garden Walk to local schools and non-profit institutions within and serving
the neighborhood.
As a dues-paying member, you will receive email notices of Sheffield events, plans and issues. The SNA email
list has been updated. If you are a dues-paying SNA member and are not receiving email notices, please let us
know your name and current email address at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com so we can correct
our records.
SNA welcomes the following new members: Eliot Ferwerda, Courtney and Morgen Jacobson, Pat Haneline and
Alan Kozikowski, and Brenton Rupple Jr.
SNA also welcomes the following new business members: Armitage Racine Currency Exchange at 1164 W.
Armitage, Dairy Queen-Orange Julius at 2200 N. Lincoln, Erica Fishman Smith, ASID, at 1158 W. Dickens, and
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans at 2254 N. Bissell.
Please support our local businesses!
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join. Please complete the enclosed form and mail it with your
check to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you have not received
your membership window decal and would like to display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com. In addition, if you have not paid your membership dues, SNA would appreciate your payment.

How can I....

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?
		

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
			
One Year
Three Years				
One Year
Family membership
$20		
$50
Senior membership $5 		
Individual membership $15 		
$35
Business membership $45		

Three Years
$10
$120

Credit Card __MasterCard __Visa __Discover Card
Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number					
Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:						
E-mail:
Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614
or fax to: 773-572-6575 if using credit card.
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It’s time to get involved, recognize the spirit of involvement

S

NA seeks candidates for board of directors
Over the years, the Association has striven to
maintain a board composition that reflects
the entire Sheffield neighborhood, including
businesses and institutions along with residents and
property owners. At the same time, the Association has
tried to maintain a mix of experienced board members
and new, and a mix of long-time Sheffield neighbors
and recent arrivals.
At its Annual Meeting in February, the Association members elect five (of the fifteen) directors along
with each of the six officers. Directors serve three-year
terms; officers serve one-year terms. The Nominating
Committee soon will begin to review candidates for the
2010 SNA Board in anticipation of presenting a slate
to the current board at its December meeting. (Per
the Bylaws, members also may nominate candidates
by submitting the name of an eligible member to the

DePaul University
Neighborhood
Parking Program

DePaul University invites its residential neighbors to
participate in the Neighborhood Parking Program,
which makes evening and weekend parking permits
available - free of charge - to eligible residents.
Eligibility
Residents must reside within these boundaries:
Altgeld on the north; Armitage on the south; Halsted
on the east; and Wayne on the west. Proof of area
residency is required at the time of registration. Participation is limited to one permit per household.
A DePaul parking hang tag is required to park in
all DePaul facilities. A DePaul access card is required for entrance to the Clifton garage. A parking
permit does not guarantee an available space in the
parking facilities.
Term of Parking Permit
September 1, 2009 through August 31, 2010
Available Parking Times
Monday through Friday - 4 pm until 8 am*
Saturday and Sunday - available all day
*Subject to change if necessary
Registration
Area resident parking permits are available at the
DePaul University Parking Services office, 2320
N. Kenmore, room 177, Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Applications are available at
the Parking Services office or on-line at http://cgia.
depaul.edu/Community/Neighborhood/Neighborhood.html. You can type your data on the form, print
it, sign it and return it to Parking Services with the
proper identification.
Please note: If you already have an access card
please bring it with you when you register or include the card number on the application, so that
we can program the card to give access for the new
academic year.
Special extended hours—The Parking Services office
will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on the
following days: Wednesday, Sept. 9; Thursday, Sept.
10; Friday, Sept. 11; Monday, Sept. 14; and Tuesday,
Sept. 15.
Note: Parking permit applications can be mailed
to the Parking Services Office. Mail the completed
application and a photocopy of two IDs with current
address (e.g. driver’s license, state of Illinois ID, etc.),
or a photocopy of one ID and one proof of residency
such as a utility bill with your current address.
Enforcement
Proper registration and available parking hours will
be enforced. New registration tags are required by
Thursday September 17, 2009. Other parking rules
and regulations apply.
For additional information, contact the
DePaul University Parking Services office
at 773-325-7275.

Secretary 45 days before the election.)
Any person who is a member in good standing is eligible to be elected as a director or Secretary, Treasurer, or
Assistant Treasurer. A director in good standing who has
served on the board for one year is eligible to be elected
President, First Vice-President, or Second Vice-President.
Any member in good standing is entitled to vote for directors and officers; new members’ voting rights begin 30
days after joining the Association.
A member must be at least 18 years of age and reside
within the Association’s boundaries, or own property or a
business within the boundaries, or be a religious organization or institution within the boundaries. A membership
form is included in each issue of this newsletter and is available on the SNA website, www.sheffieldneighborhood.org;
forms also are available upon request by calling or sending
an email message to the Association.
If you are interested in serving or know someone who
would be a valuable addition to the board, please contact
the Association by calling 773-929-9255 or sending an
email message to the Association. Those interested should
provide a brief resume that includes a description of any
volunteer experience. Keep in mind that ours is a “working” board, i.e., we need nominees who can offer both their
experience and time.
If you are unable to spare the time commitment
required of an officer or director, or simply want to learn
more about the Association before making that commitment, consider committee work. Much of the work
of the Association is accomplished via the committees,
which make recommendations to the board. Spreading
the work of the Association beyond the board through
its committees eases the burden on directors and officers

SNA to consider
2009 donation requests

D

uring the annual budgeting process, a
subcommittee of SNA’s Budget Committee
will evaluate the donation requests that the
Association received throughout the year. To
be eligible for a donation, the applicant must be a notfor-profit group that meets at least one of the following
criteria:
1. It offers programs that provide a needed or useful service to residents of the Sheffield neighborhood.
2. It is located in or near the Sheffield neighborhood and has a history of being a good neighbor.
3. It offers programs or services that the board of
the SNA believes contribute substantially to the
betterment of the larger community or meet a specific need targeted by the board.
In addition, requests must be in writing, offer some
background about the applicant, explain how the request fits the criteria, and describe how and when the
applicant will use the funds. These are neighborhood
funds: help the board determine how best to support
your neighborhood.
Donation request forms are available by calling the
Association at 773-929-9255 or sending an email request
to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

and, more important, creates opportunities for broader
participation of SNA membership.
Finally, we need two members to serve on the
Nominating Committee; please contact the Association
immediately if you are interested. Members interested
in serving on the Budget Committee also should contact the Association, attention SNA Treasurer Hamish
Forrest.
SNA seeks nominations for Star Award
SNA established the Sheffield Star Award to build
community spirit by publicly recognizing someone
who embodies that spirit. The Association presents the
Award at its Annual Meeting in February.
Help SNA acknowledge someone special: nominate someone who made a unique contribution to the
Association in 2009, generated exceptional work in the
community in 2009, or has provided long-term service
to Sheffield. The recipient can be a resident, a business owner, a student, a public official, or anyone who
positively contributed to the neighborhood; the recipient need not be a member of the Association.
To submit a nomination, please provide the nominee’s name, address, and telephone number along with
a description of the nominee’s qualifications for the
award. Include your name and contact information, as
well. Send this information to the Association at 2233
North Kenmore or via email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

Market reminders

T

he Farmers’ Market in Lincoln Park continues on
Saturdays in the Lincoln Park High School Parking
lot at Armitage and Orchard through October
31. Market hours are 7 am to 2 pm. No parking
is allowed in the school lot; however, metered parking is
available nearby. This is one of the busiest markets in the
city, featuring vegetables, fruits, flowers, prepared goods,
baked goods, and some specialty items.
The Green City Market, Chicago’s only sustainable
green market, marks its 11th Anniversary this year. The
market takes place near the south end of Lincoln Park
Wednesdays and Saturdays. The market will continue
through October; market hours are 7 am to 1 pm.
Discounted parking is available for $8 for the first two
hours at the Piper’s Alley Self Park Garage located at 230
W. North Ave. Additional discounted parking is available for $9 for the first two hours in the parking lot off of
Stockton Drive at North Avenue. Customers must pick up
a validation coupon at the Information Desk to receive the
discounted prices.
The Green City Market features organic fruits and vegetables, heirloom tomatoes, artisanal cheeses, orchard fruits,
organic breads, herbs, organic free range chicken, turkey,
eggs, grains, hormone-free beef, caviar, vinegars, mustards,
horseradish, maple syrup, honey, flowers, and more.
The Green City Market also offers a “Green Market
Café” serving breakfast crepes, paninis, burgers, and
pastries, all with ingredients sourced from the markets’
farmers. In addition, it offers chef cooking demonstrations,
children’s educational programs, and discussions about
health and nutrition.
For more information about the Green City Market
and its programs, call 773-435-0280 or visit www.chicagogreencitymarket.org. For more information about Farmers’ Markets, contact the Department of Special Events at
312-744-3315 or farmersmarket@cityofchicago.org, or visit
www.cityofchicago.org/specialevents.

Children’s
Memorial parking facilities
2316 N. Lincoln
2515 N. Clark
Monthly parking for neighbors
Neighborhood residents are offered reduced-rate, after-hours monthly parking in our garages at 2316 N. Lincoln
Avenue and 2515 N. Clark. This parking is available at both garages between the hours of 5 p.m. and 8:45 a.m.
Monday through Friday. There is 24-hour access on weekends and holidays. The monthly fee for 2316 N. Lincoln is
$98, and the monthly rate for 2515 N. Clark is $165.
Reduced rate parking for area businesses
Neighborhood businesses can arrange for their patrons to pay a flat rate of $6 for use of the garages between 5 p.m.
and 8:45 a.m. on weekdays and all day on Saturday and Sunday. Children’s Memorial also encourages night and
weekend shift employees of local businesses to park in the garage for a reduced rate.
Discount parking coupons
These coupons are designed for our neighbors’ guests. The coupons must be purchased in sheets of ten for $60
from the parking garage manager. The coupons are honored between 5 p.m. and 8:45 a.m. Monday through Friday,
and anytime on weekends and holidays.
Reduced rates for social events
Children’s Memorial offers reduced rate parking to local churches for weddings and other social events. Patrons displaying the ceremonial programs upon exiting the parking facility are charged a $6 rate. Other forms of validation
may be arranged with advance notice to the parking facility office attendant.
For more information
For more information and to purchase stickers for any of these programs, please contact Wayne Graham at 773880-4286.
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Stay informed with the click of a mouse
Sheffield neighbors can easily keep abreast of the latest neighborhood developments and events by visiting a few websites or submitting an email address to the distribution
lists maintained by local institutions and organizations.
Websites:
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
www.sheffieldgardenwalk.com
www.lincolnparkconnect.com (project of the Lincoln Park Community Wide Forum and Children’s Memorial Hospital; connects Lincoln Park community services
through a social and community service website; lists cultural institutions, government offices, community organizations, schools, and religious institutions; maintains
community calendar of events)
www.depaul.edu/community (contains construction updates, describes DePaul resources open to the community, identifies DePaul community committees, and provides information about the Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative)
www.cityofchicago.org (information about city departments, city services, licenses, special events, zoning, press releases, and more)
www.explorechicago.org (the City of Chicago new tourism site with information about things to do; where to eat, sleep and shop; facts about Chicago; travel; and
neighborhoods)
www.chicago43rd.org (information about the 43rd Ward, city stickers, residential parking permits, street cleaning schedule, other ward services, and events)
www.scottforchicago.com (information about the 32nd Ward, Alderman Waguespack’s position on issues, street cleaning, news, and events)
www.lincolnparkchamber.com (contains maps, demographic information, residents’ guide, tourist information, and events)
www.lincolnparkshopping.com, www.armitageshopping.com (Armitage Halsted Webster Merchants list shops and hours, events, and directions)
www.quigley.house.gov (provides information about services, legislation, and events from US Congressman Mike Quigley)
www.senatorcullerton.com (lists current and past legislation sponsored by State Senator John Cullerton, community events, and links to other resources)
www.fritchey.com (provides State Representative John Fritchey’s position on issues, news stories about his efforts locally and in Springfield, and information about the
legislative process; also available is his blog, www.johnfritchey.blogspot.com.)
www.chicago.everyblock.com/locations/neighborhoods/sheffield-neighbors/.
EveryBlock includes daily information about crime, business applications and licenses, liquor licenses, business reviews, lost and found postings, real estate listings and
transactions, building permits, filming, restaurant inspections, and street closures. Information can be extracted by street, ward, neighborhood, or zip code.
www.transitchicago.com (CTA information; also click on Construction & Renovation Updates then Brown Line Capacity Expansion Project to access information
regarding the Brown Line Renovation relating to the Armitage and Fullerton stops)
www.cityofchicago.org/landmarks (includes list of permit approvals from the Commission on Chicago Landmarks)
Email Distribution Lists:
SNA: Association members receive notices regarding community events, safety alerts, neighborhood meetings, and volunteer opportunities. If you are a member but have
yet to provide your email address, please send it directly to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com. If you are not officially a member, please consider becoming
one to take advantage of the notices. Membership forms are available in this newsletter, online at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org, or by request via email.
DePaul University: DePaul sends notices via electronic mail with information on athletic events, lectures, library exhibits, and performances at the theater and music
schools. Neighbors interested in receiving information from DePaul in this manner should send their e-mail addresses to cgia@depaul.edu.
18th District Community Policing Email Alerts
Sign up to receive email alerts directly from Sergeant Schumann from the 18th District Community Policing office by sending an email request to Cynthia.Schumann@
chicagopolice.org. She sends alerts about area crime activity here in Sheffield and in other parts of the 18th District. In addition, she sends a monthly newsletter containing
photographs of persons who have been arrested and charged for offenses committed within the district, as well as information about upcoming events, for example, a School
Supply Drive or a tour of the 911 center.
32nd Ward News
Alderman Scott Waguespack and the 32nd Ward office offer a service that provides news via email. To subscribe, visit www.scottforchicago.com and sign up in the box below the calendar.
43rd Ward News
Alderman Vi Daley and the 43rd Ward office offer a service that provides news via email. To subscribe, visit www.chicago43rd.org and sign up in the box at the top right
hand side of the home page.
www.lincolnparkconnect.com
To receive monthly updates on events and featured organizations, click on “Receive monthly update” on the lower left-hand side of the site’s home page.
www.chicago.everyblock.com/locations/neighborhoods/sheffield-neighbors/
Sign up for email updates for any category in the upper-right hand corner of the page
City of Chicago Special Events
To receive updates about city events, visit www.explorechicago.org and click on “Sign Up for E-News” on the left side of the home page. You can sign up for e-news from
the Chicago Office of Tourism, the Mayor’s Office of Special Events, the Department of Cultural Affairs, and the Chicago Park District; you also can download International
Newsletters from the Mayor’s Press Office.
Emergency Notification by the OEMC
The City of Chicago OEMC (Office of Emergency Management and Communications) has a service that will send recorded telephone messages, text messages, and/or email
alerts for various emergency and non-emergency situations taking place throughout Chicago.
Register to receive information on everything from weather-related emergencies to traffic alerts. (Note that signing up is free, although you may be charged by your mobile
service provider for incoming calls, messages, and data.) Access www.alertchicago.org and follow the link to “Notify Chicago”; click on the box entitled “Notify Chicago.”
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Moving into the future: An electronic SNN

S

tay tuned in the upcoming months as
we bring you more information on
how the SNA will be using the Internet
and email to get more neighborhood
news to you.   
As reported in the July-August issue of

Do you know
a great teacher?

N

ominate him or her for special recognition!
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association
is looking for candidates for our annual
Educator of the Year Award, for teachers in
grades K-12.
Submit a nomination by JANUARY 16, 2009 to
your school office or e-mail to: Marena Swenson at
jlswenson@sbcglobal.net for grades K-8.
Or to: Jeanne Gray at jpgray@staff.abanet.org for
grades 9-12.
Please include the name of the school, the grade
taught, specific information about what makes this
teacher exceptional, and the impact he or she has on
students.

History of Sheffield
is a click away

I

nterested in the history of your neighborhood?
Ever ponder where Sheffield got its name?
Curious about who Clybourn was? Wonder
when institutions, schools, and churches
became part of Sheffield? Contemplate the effect of
public transportation on Sheffield? Think about how
the Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival started?
Now you can find all this information
and more on the SNA website. Visit www.
sheffieldneighborhood.org and click on the new tab,
“History of Sheffield.”

this newsletter, the SNA Board of Directors has
been making plans to publish the bi-monthly
Sheffield Neighborhood News in an electronic
format rather than hand-deliver print copies.
The reasons for considering this change include
the high cost of printing and distributing 7,000
copies of the SNN to each household, business,
and some bulk drops, as well as environmental
concerns.
Despite some revenue from advertisements,
much of the funding for the SNN comes from
the proceeds of the Sheffield Garden Walk and
Festival. The Board must balance the possible
use of these funds elsewhere versus the value of
delivering six newsletters per year to all Sheffield households and businesses.
During the next few months, a committee
will be reviewing this balance and the logistics of the conversion, with the expectation of
converting to an electronic format sometime in
2010. In the next issue of the SNN, a proposal
to reduce hard copy printing and distribution
costs of the SNN and attendant website enhancements will be presented.
As a Sheffield neighbor, you are invited to
offer suggestions on the proposed conversion
as well as website improvements by sending an
email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com or calling SNA at 773-929-9255
by October 1.
In the meantime, if you currently are not an
official SNA member, be sure to join so that you
will not miss a single issue of the SNN once
it is converted to an electronic format, and to
receive important email updates in between
issues. If you missed previous issues, visit
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org/news and click
“here” for archived articles.

Sheffield neighborhood real estate transactions continue to decline
BY PAULA ARNETT

T

he accompanying chart shows the continual
decline in the number of real estate transactions in the Sheffield* neighborhood from
2007. The total number of closed real estate
transactions in 2009 from January 1 to August 19 has
declined by 46% compared to those closed in 2007
while the decline was 32% in 2008.
The average selling price seems to be holding. The
average price of single-family homes rose by 18% in
2009 compared to 2007, and 14% in 2008 compared
to 2007 for the same period. The average selling price
of condos rose by 8% in 2009 compared to 2007, and
was flat for 2008 compared to 2007 for the same period. Only one multi-unit property has sold in 2009.
Average market times seem to be declining, but
it can be a matter of a property being relisted without
showing its accurate total time on the market.
The number of properties under contract is down
drastically. The total number of contract-pending
properties is down 61% in 2009 compared to 2007,
and down 36% in 2008 compared to 2007 for the same
period.
My 11th Annual 2007-2008 Sheffield Neighborhood Real Estate Market Report has been published
and mailed. If you would like a copy of this report or a

previous report, please contact me at 773-294-1822 or
parnett@rubloff.com.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, and a Broker Associate with Rubloff specializing in residential real estate
sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.

Sheffield* Real Estate Jan. 1 - Aug. 19**
Number Closed
2009
2008
2007
14
20
27
56
61
98
1
9
5
0
0
2
71
90
132
Average Sold Price
Year
2009
2008
2007
Single Family
$1,792,250 $1,729,775 $1,518,411
Condo
$529,969
$491,340
$490,085
Multi Unit
$1,397,000 $1,088,044 $1,116,500
Vacant Land
n/a
n/a
$1,075,000
Average Market Time
Year
2009
2008
2007
Single Family
150
241
190
Condo
130
137
112
Multi Unit
111
126
150
Vacant Land
n/a
n/a
140
Number of
Contracts
Year
2009
2008
2007
Single Family
11
22
33
Condo
52
75
119
Multi Unit
0
7
9
Vacant Land
0
0
2
Total
63
104
163
**Data compiled from MRED (Midwest Real Estate Data
LLC) on August 19, 2009

Year
Single Family
Condo
Multi Unit
Vacant Land
Total

September / October 2009

