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Residents, officials speak at Town Hall meeting
BY TED WROBLESKI

S

heffield residents were given an opportunity to
hear from a number of their elected representatives at a “Town Hall” meeting on October
20. The meeting was held in Room 108 of
the McGowan Environmental Science and Chemistry Building at DePaul University. The SNA delivered
notices door to door throughout the neighborhood and
by email to the entire SNA membership. Attendees
heard from State Representative John Fritchey, County
Board Commissioner Bridget Gainer, 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley, 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack,
and Kim Walz from the office of Congressman Michael
Quigley. (See article on page 3 about who represents
Sheffield.) SNA President Laury Lewis moderated the
meeting.
Representative Fritchey spoke first, discussing the
current budget crisis in Springfield and its impact on
state-financed programs and taxes. He expressed his
opposition to the use of revenue from the legalization
of video poker machines as a way to finance the capital
expenditure bill that was recently passed by the legislature. He also discussed the pension burden faced by
the state and talked about some measures that he has
supported to put a halt to some of the more egregious
aspects of the pension program, such as double-dipping, calculating pensions on the basis of highest salaries rather than average salaries, and early retirement
eligibility. Fritchey noted that he intends to leave the
legislature and run for the County Board Commissioner
seat now occupied by Forrest Claypool, since Mr. Claypool has decided to leave political office for the private
sector. Fritchey took a number of questions from the
audience, including complaints about high real estate
property taxes, the possibility of an income tax increase
and other topics of concern.
Commissioner Bridget Gainer spoke next. She
introduced herself as she has only recently been appointed to her position on the County Board, replacing
Commissioner Michael Quigley upon his election to
Congress. Commissioner Gainer spoke of her back-

SNA Spaghetti Dinner
set for November 21

D

ePaul University’s Cortelyou Commons,
2324 N. Fremont, will once again host
the Sheffield Neighborhood Association’s
annual Spaghetti Dinner. Save the date
— Saturday, November 21 — for this longstanding neighborhood tradition that brings friends and
neighbors together for a relaxed evening of food,
beverages, music, an auction, and family fun. The
event will be held from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm. Tickets,
which will be available at the door, will be $6 for
adults and $4 for children and seniors. Food and
beverages are included in the ticket price. For more
information, visit www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
or call 773-929-9255 or send an email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.
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ground both in the public and private sector with the
City of Chicago and most recently with AON Insurance
Company. She noted her background in dealing with
finance and budgetary issues. She indicated her intention to run in the next election and stated that, if she
is elected, she will leave AON, where she is currently
employed. Ms. Gainer discussed the problems with
the Cook County budget, noting that she sided with the
Commissioners who have tried to roll back the sales tax
increase that has given Cook County the highest sales tax
in the nation. She also took questions from the audience
and addressed the complaints about taxes and the lack
of control over expenses by county government, including a question about whether Cook County was actually
insolvent and should declare bankruptcy! Commissioner
Gainer drew upon her finance background to explain that
the county was not bankrupt on a year-to-year basis and
that although it has a number of long-term obligations,
Cook County’s pension obligations were relatively well
funded, especially compared to the state and other units
of government.
The aldermen spoke next. Alderman Daley spoke
about some of the recent developments affecting the 43rd
Ward. She noted that the committee that she sponsored
with regard to the future of the Children’s Memorial Hospital property has recently issued its report about what
the community would like to see happen with this site.
(See article in this issue of SNN). She also spoke about
the upcoming meeting with developers who hope to
convert the now-vacant Lincoln Park Hospital site into a
multi-use project, with residential and commercial components. She also spoke about the DePaul Master Plan,
which is now under review by the city. She noted that
the future of the Finkl Steel site is another issue of concern for the neighborhood. Among the questions from
the audience were several about the future of the post
office at Sheffield and Fullerton. Rumors abound that this
facility will be closed, but Alderman Daley has indicated
that she has been in discussions with U.S. Postal Service
officials and that no such decision has been made. She
would like the post office to stay at this location, as did
members of the audience. She would not be opposed
to the transfer facility on Clark Street being moved to
another location, however, possibly somewhere on the
Finkl site. Furthermore, the rumor that the landlord,
DePaul University, would like the post office to move is
not true. DePaul has indicated that it would like the post
office to stay at this location. With its location near the
Fullerton el station and convenience for senior citizens
and students alike, the Fullerton/Sheffield location is ideal
for postal services.
Alderman Waguespack spoke about developments in
the 32nd Ward and the upcoming city budget. He noted
that he was one of the opponents of the controversial
privatization of the parking meters. He explained how
the yearly parking meter revenue was no longer available for the city budget and that the private owners were
able to significantly increase the revenue taken from the
meters. The payment received from the 75-year lease of
the meters can be used for the current budget, but those
funds were meant as a reserve over the term of the lease
and could soon be depleted over the next few years.

Remembering
Rochelle Lee
—Sheffield’s Schools
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ARMITAGE EL STATION WINS PRESERVATION EXCELLENCE AWARD — Each year, the Commission on Chicago Landmarks presents its Chicago Landmark Awards
for Preservation Excellence to outstanding examples of
improvements to designated landmarks and properties
within Chicago landmark districts. Since its establishment
in 2003, the Armitage-Halsted Landmark District has had
at least one property within the district recognized each
year. The Chicago Transit Authority received one of 17
Preservation Excellence Awards presented this year at a
September 3 ceremony at the Palmer House Hilton. The
award was presented for the rehabilitation and restoration
of the Armitage Elevated Station in connection with the
CTA’s Brown Line renovation project. The project included
the restoration of the historic station house, the repair and
replacement of new railings and lighting fixtures, and the
effort to save the remaining portion of the building at 939
W. Armitage.
43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley and members of the
Armitage-Halsted Landmark District Community Advisory
Committee (which includes a representative of SNA) were
invited to the ceremony to recognize the efforts of the
CTA in helping to enhance the distinctive character of this
landmark district. Others present included David Mosena,
Chairman of the Chicago Commission on Landmarks and
Patricia A. Scudiero, Commissioner of the Department of
Zoning and Land Use Planning.

Alderman Waguespack also talked about the ongoing challenge of obtaining city services in the ward,
particularly with layoffs and furlough days affecting
city employees. He stressed his ongoing effort to have
potholes filled and to meet other ward service needs.
He announced that he has hired a new person in his
office, a former employee of the Water Department,
whose task will be to concentrate on obtaining better
city services for the 32nd Ward.
Kim Walz from Congressman Quigley’s office spoke
last. She explained that the Congressman could not
be there in person, but he was in Washington working on the health care insurance reform legislation
and other issues. She mentioned that Mr. Quigley
was familiar with many of the local issues discussed
by the prior speakers from his experience on the Cook
County Board. She noted the Congressman’s support
for President Obama’s efforts to reform health care. She
also noted his opposition to the effort of some congressmen to add funding for additional F-22 fighter aircraft to
the defense budget, even though the president and the
defense department thought they were unneeded. The

SNA, local gardeners
receive City of Chicago
landscaping awards

Continued on page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Get involved with park advisory councils

BY LAURY LEWIS

BY LAURY LEWIS

s another year comes to an end, the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association
Board of Directors is already thinking
about 2010. The year 2009 was a year of
significant changes in Sheffield. DePaul University
completed its new 10-year development plan for
the Lincoln Park campus after 18 months of negotiations with the SNA and the other affected neighborhood organizations. The 41st annual Sheffield
Garden Walk had a record year despite the worst
economy in modern times. Although real estate
activity was greatly diminished, the SNA Planning
Committee still dealt with many issues. Oscar
Mayer School continues to make progress as a
magnet school. St. Josaphat School has announced
plans to expand. There are plans to convert the
Sheffield Neighborhood News to an online format.
The events that shape and affect Sheffield and its
5,000 residents and numerous businesses are in
great part the result of the efforts by the Board of
the Sheffield Neighborhood Association. The officers and directors give many hours tirelessly to
make decisions that they feel are best for Sheffield.
The Board is comprised of 15 directors who
serve staggered 3-year terms and six officers who
serve 1-year terms. Every year at this time, we
seek nominations for new directors and officers
to replace those who have decided not to be
nominated again. Many times it is difficult to find
people willing to serve on the Board. I am surprised and disappointed that more of our residents
and business owners or institutional representatives do not step forward. If you are uncertain
about the workings of the organization, contact us
or come to a monthly Board meeting. The Board
has influence on just about everything that affects
the community.
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association organized a Town Hall meeting on October 20. Notices were hand-delivered to every residence in the
Sheffield neighborhood about one week before the
event. The meeting was held in the new McGowan
Science building, centrally located at Belden
and Seminary. We were pleased to have Aldermen Daley and Waguespack, State Representative
John Fritchey, Cook County Board Commissioner
Bridget Gainer, and Kim Walz, District Director for
Congressman Mike Quigley. This was an opportunity for Sheffield residents and business owners to
ask questions of our legislators about any topic at
all governmental levels. Needless to say, there is
no shortage of issues to discuss. The number of attendees was less than 30. As SNA President, I was
embarrassed by the lack of support. Whether you
approve or disapprove of the way our legislators
are doing their jobs, this was an excellent way for
your voice to be heard.
It would be a most welcome sight to have new
people involved to bring in new ideas and new
perspectives. If you have any interest in getting involved, please contact us. In the meantime, please
join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association and
become involved on a committee regarding community safety, the schools, beautification, neighborhood relations, events, the parks, or planning.
See you at the annual meeting, February 2, 2010.

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA) is
pleased to announce that Park Advisory Councils (PACs) have been formed for both Trebes
Park and Clover Playlot. SNA has contributed
about $200,000 to our local parks over the past 14 years,
including a major renovation in 1995.
Earlier this year, the Chicago Park District (CPD) mandated that park advisory councils be formed for Trebes
Park and Clover Playlot. The CPD is committed to the improvement of its parks by enhancing their maintenance,
beauty and recreational programs. A successful partnership between the PAC and the CPD will help enhance the
parks as important centers of community activity. PACs
are independent and separate entities apart from the CPD.
Their role is to provide recommendations and suggestions
to the CPD regarding their respective parks and have no
authority or power related to the CPD, City of Chicago
or State of Illinois. The CPD cannot provide funding for a
PAC and may not hold funds for a PAC. Membership in
the PAC is voluntary and the CPD accepts no responsibility for the actions of PAC officers and members. The CPD
reserves all authority to make policy and administrative
decisions. PACs may not mandate activities, programs or
policies. The CPD retains all authority to set fee structures
and establish operating procedures for the park facilities.
The purpose and goals of the PAC include:
1. To provide the CPD’s local, regional and administrative staff with an advisory voice on matters
relating to its specific park. These include facilities improvements, programming, landscaping,
budgeting, safety/security and overall evaluations
of service.
2. Conducting fundraising events for the purpose

A

Call 773-929-9255 or send an email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com for
details on any of these events.

Halsted

July 17-18, 2010, Saturday and Sunday, 42nd
Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival, Sheffield and Webster.

Fullerton

er

February 2, 2010, Tuesday. SNA Annual Meeting.

Neighborhood News

Riv

December 1, Tuesday, 7 pm. SNA Board Meeting.

Sheffield
go

November 21, Saturday. SNA Spaghetti Dinner,
Cortelyou Commons, 2324 N. Fremont.
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s winter has arrived, it is always helpful to review the City’s winter parking restrictions and
snow removal procedures. Chicago’s annual
snow-related parking restrictions will take
effect on Tuesday, December 1 (at 3 am) on a number
of most critical arterial streets and will end on April
1, regardless of snow. Motorists ignoring the posted
seasonal tow zone face a minimum $150 towing fee in
addition to a $50 ticket and an initial $10 daily storage
fee.
A separate ban on parking exists on additional
main streets when there is 2 inches of snow on the
street, regardless of the time of day or the calendar
date. These streets include Halsted, Armitage, Clark,
North, Division, Lincoln, Clybourn, Fullerton, and
Diversey.
Both of these seasonal restrictions are marked by
signs that are permanently posted on designated routes.
They constitute Chicago’s “Snow Route System,” which
was created in response to massive snowstorms. These
routes must be clear for emergency vehicle access.
In addition to parking issues, there are many safety
issues related to snowfalls. In accordance to 10-8-180
Snow and Ice Removal Policy, every owner, lessee,
tenant, occupant or other person having responsibility
of any building ground in the city abutting upon any
public way or public place shall remove the snow from
the sidewalk in front of such building or lot. In case
of severely frozen snow and ice, the person having responsibility for the sidewalk is required to place ashes,
sand, sawdust or other suitable materials to eliminate
any danger to pedestrians.
A provision protects persons who remove snow
or ice at such locations from being held liable for civil
damages.
If you have a neighbor who is elderly or otherwise
physically unable to clear his or her own sidewalk,
please call your Alderman and he or she will attempt to
find volunteers to assist. Call 32nd Ward Alderman Scott
Waguespack at 773-248-1360 or 43rd Ward Alderman

ica

Calendar

Winter reminders

Ch

LAURY LEWIS

T

of generating revenue to fund the purchase of
equipment, additional programming or other
improvements.
The benefits of a PAC include:
1. Recognition as an organization that can
effectively relate the community’s goals and
visions for the parks to the CPD.
2. Updates on various park projects and programs.
3. Appropriate space (when/where available) for
meetings of the PAC
4. A link to the PAC web page included on the
CPD website.
5. Invitation to the annual “Advisory Council
Appreciation Day” picnic.
The SNA is asking for volunteers to submit applications for becoming a PAC member. A PAC member can
be a member of more than one PAC; however a PAC
member cannot be an officer of more than one PAC.
Any person who is a resident of the City of Chicago
can become a voting member of the PAC. The PAC will
not discriminate because of race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, physical or
mental handicap, unfavorable discharge from the military, parental status or sexual orientation. The PAC will
consist of at least three members, including the elected
officers. Every member must complete a membership
application. Any member whose work involves contact
with children or any finances must submit a volunteer
application to the CPD and may be asked to submit a
criminal background check. There must be a minimum
of one annual meeting for the election of officers and
the term for each officer is one year. The SNA would
like to receive the applications to submit to the CPD
by the end of 2009. After applications are received, an
annual meeting date will be set for election of officers.
If you are interested in serving on either Park Advisory
Council, please contact: for Trebes Park, Tom Lawson
(tom.lawson@att.net); for Clover Playlot, Jeff Markowitz (jeffrey.markowitz@yahoo.com).
Laury Lewis is SNA President.

Armitage

Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
Sheffield Neighborhood Association
President		
Laurence Lewis
First Vice-President
Judith Lauth Casey
Second Vice-President
Dan Hermann
Secretary		
Stephanie Linebaugh
Treasurer
Hamish Forrest
Assistant Treasurer
Art Margulis
Board of Directors: Paula Arnett, Bob Birkmeyer, Tim
Glascott, Jeanne Gray, Steve Gross, Patty Hayes, Polly
Kelly, Jeffrey Markowitz, Phil Piazza, John Roberts, Tony
Russomanno, Allison Spriggs, Christine Struminski, Marena
Swenson, Ted Wrobleski. Committee Chairs: Communications, Judith Lauth Casey and Jeffrey Markowitz; Community Safety, John Roberts; Events, Jeanne Gray; Historic
Resources, Polly Kelly; Membership, Paula Arnett; Neighborhood Relations: Patty Hayes; Parks & Beautification,
Laurence Lewis; Planning, Ted Wrobleski; Schools, Marena
Swenson and Jeanne Gray; Garden Walk, Laurence Lewis
and Richard Ashbeck.
Staff of Sheffield Neighborhood News
Editor		
Jay Becker, 481-1147
Advertising Manager
Paula Arnett, 572-6525
Items to be considered for the Sheffield Neighborhood
News should be sent to: Jay Becker, Editor, SNA, 2233 N.
Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. Copy deadlines are the first
Tuesdays in February, April, June, August, October, and
December for the following month’s issues; advertising
deadlines are the 10th of February, April, June, August,
October, and December for the following month’s issues.
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SHEFFIELD’S SCHOOLS

Remembering Rochelle Lee
BY MARENA SWENSON

R

ochelle Lee, beloved librarian at Oscar Mayer
School for 15 years, passed away on October
10 at age 86. Her library was a comfortable,
welcoming place where students learned that
reading could be a joy rather than a chore. They could
sit on a mat on the floor or read a comic book, as long
as they were reading. Rochelle tailored her book suggestions to a student’s interests and ability, and converted even the most reluctant readers. Everyone left her
library with books under their arms.
When she retired from Mayer in 1988, Rochelle
and a cadre of volunteers founded The Rochelle Lee
Fund to Make Reading a Part of Children’s Lives, recently renamed Boundless Readers. This organization
sponsors workshops for teachers who want to advance
their skills in helping students become enthusiastic
readers and lifelong learners. Boundless Readers also
gives grants to dedicated teachers to expand their
classroom libraries. Rochelle’s influence spread to the
Chicago Board of Education, and her work was known
to Paul Vallas and Arne Duncan.
Rochelle’s warm encouragement will long resonate

with her many students and friends. Through Boundless
Readers, her legacy continues. Mayer School has dedicated teachers who attended workshops and were awarded
grants for their classroom libraries. Rochelle’s mission
endures.
Marena Swenson co-chairs SNA’s Schools Committee.

Do you know
a great teacher?

N

ominate him or her for special recognition!
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association is
looking for candidates for our annual Educator
of the Year Award, for teachers in grades K-12.
Submit a nomination by JANUARY 16, 2009 to
your school office or e-mail to: Marena Swenson at
jlswenson@sbcglobal.net for grades K-8.
Or to: Jeanne Gray at jpgray@staff.abanet.org for
grades 9-12.
Please include the name of the school, the grade
taught, specific information about what makes this
teacher exceptional, and the impact he or she has on
students.

Residents, reps speak at Town Hall meeting
Continued from page 1

additional F-22s did not make it into the budget. Ms.
Walz took several questions from the audience, including one challenging the assertion that the Congressional
Budget Office report found that the Senate Finance
health bill would not increase the deficit.
The Town Hall meeting provided an opportunity
for residents to get to know their representatives and for

the representatives to let people know where they stand
on the issues. It also lets the representatives know what
the concerns of their constituents are. While only about
30 people attended the meeting, comments from some of
those who did attend indicate that they found the meeting worthwhile.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.

Who
represents me?
he Sheffield neighborhood is divided among various districts for Congress, the State Senate, the State

T

House of Representatives, the Cook County Board, and the Chicago City Council.
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association is bounded on the east by Halsted Street, on the north by Fullerton Avenue, on the south by Armitage Avenue and Cortland Street, and on the west by the Chicago River.
Parts of Sheffield are in two Congressional Districts, two State Senate Districts, two State Representative Districts,
two County Commissioner Districts and two Aldermanic Districts. All of Sheffield is within the boundaries of one
Judicial Sub-Circuit District.
CONGRESS:
Most of Sheffield is located in the 5th Congressional District. Michael Quigley is the Congressman for the 5th
District. However, a portion of Sheffield is located in the 7th Congressional District. This portion runs from Halsted Street south of Webster to Racine, then down Racine to Dickens, along Dickens to Magnolia, up Magnolia to
Webster and west on Webster to Southport, then south on Southport to Shakespeare, along Shakespeare to Dominick Street, up Dominick to Webster and then west to the Chicago River. Thus, most of Sheffield south of Webster is
located in the 7th Congressional District. Danny Davis is the Congressman for the 7th District.
STATE HOUSE AND SENATE:
Most of Sheffield is located within the 11th Legislative District. The State Representative for the 11th District is John
Fritchey. However, the portion of Sheffield south of Dickens Avenue from Halsted Street to the railroad tracks west
of Lakewood Avenue then along Webster Avenue west to the Chicago River is located in the 10th Legislative District.
The State Representative for the 10th District is Annazette Collins.
Each State Senate District consists of two State legislative districts. Most of Sheffield is located in the 6th State
Senate District, which includes the 11th Legislative District along with the 12th legislative District. However, the
portion of Sheffield located in the 10th Legislative District is located in the 5th State Senate District, which consists of
the 9th and 10th Legislative Districts. The State Senator for the 6th District is John Cullerton. The State Senator for the
5th District is Ricky Hendon.
COOK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:
Nearly all of Sheffield is located in the 10th District of the Cook County Board of Commissioners. The Commissioner for the 10th District is Bridget Gainer, who was appointed when the previous Commissioner, Michael Quigley,
was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. A small portion of Sheffield, the 37th Precinct of the 32nd Ward, is
located in the 12th District of Commissioner Forrest Claypool. This is the westernmost part of Sheffield, located west
of Southport Avenue.
CHICAGO CITY COUNCIL:
Sheffield is divided between two Wards, the 43rd and the 32nd. The eastern portion of Sheffield from Halsted Street
to Sheffield Avenue is located entirely in the 43rd Ward. The 43rd Ward also includes the area north of Armitage Avenue and south of Dickens Avenue from Sheffield Avenue west to Racine Avenue. The north boundary then extends
from Dickens northwest along Magnolia to Wayne, southwest along Wayne to Clybourn, up Clybourn to Southport
and then south on Southport to Cortland, then west on Cortland a short distance to the Chicago River. The south
boundary extends from Racine southeast along Clybourn to Clifton Avenue, southwest along Clifton to the Chicago
River and then up the river to Cortland. The remainder of Sheffield, west of Sheffield Avenue, is located in the 32nd
Ward. The 43rd Ward Alderman is Vi Daley and the 32nd Ward Alderman is Scott Waguespack.
8TH JUDICIAL SUBCIRCUIT:
Some Cook County judges are elected from various judicial subcircuit districts throughout the county. All of Sheffield is located in the 8th Judicial Subcircuit, which extends along the lakeshore from 26th Street on the south to
Rogers Park on the north.
For information about your particular district, go to www.chicagoelections.com or www.elections.il.gov.
—Ted Wrobleski
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SNA Planning Committee reviews zoning changes
BY TED WROBLESKI

W

hile real estate sales and construction
may have slowed because of the recession, there is still considerable activity in
Sheffield. Requests for zoning changes
and variations continue. Over the past months, the
SNA Planning Committee has reviewed a number of
requests for zoning changes.
In the western part of Sheffield, there have been
several requests for zoning changes to RT-4 of lots for
the construction of new residences where floor areas
and heights of the proposed new homes exceed the
limits imposed by the existing RS-3 zoning. These
include 2317-2319 North Janssen, 2228-2230 North
Wayne and 2342 North Wayne. After a review of
the proposed plans, the SNA Board has indicated to
Alderman Waguespack that it does not object to the
change in zoning, provided that the owners enter into a
covenant and agreement with the SNA that will oblige
the owners to build their homes as shown in their plans
once they obtain the zoning change. Such covenants
are useful in making sure that once a zoning change is
obtained, the owner is not able, for instance, to build a
multi-unit building instead of a single-family home or
make other substantial changes that the adjacent neighbors or the community would find objectionable.
A new home on a double lot is proposed for
2317-2319 Janssen. As a result of discussions with the
alderman and the SNA, some changes are being made
to the plans for the new home, particularly with regard
to the location of the garage, in return for agreeing to
the zoning change.
With regard to the Wayne properties, the SNA Planning Committee delivered notices to the residents on
the 2200 and 2300 blocks of Wayne and held a public
meeting so the neighbors could see the plans and express their thoughts and concerns. Subject to entering
into covenants and some concerns about space for garbage cans and adequate aprons for ingress and egress
to the garages, the SNA has indicated that it has no
objection to these zoning changes. The SNA has supported the effort of the immediate neighbors to come to
an understanding with the builders with regard to the

Sheffield Garden
Walk
& Festival
July 17-18, 2010

issues that can arise when demolition and construction
takes place next to an existing home.
The SNA often works with the owners and developers on the drafting of the covenants and becomes a party
to the covenants, which are recorded on the title to the
property, thus putting subsequent purchasers and others
on notice as to the agreement. These covenants are not
enforced by the city but are private restrictions on the
property. Many of the zoning changes with covenants
have been done in the western area of Sheffield because
of the more restrictive RS3 zoning common in that area.
Originally, in general, the residential areas of Sheffield
were zoned R4 (now RT4) east of Wayne Avenue and R3
(now RS3) west of Wayne. This originated in the zoning
code of 1957. At that time, many of the existing residential buildings, particularly west of Wayne, did not conform with the floor area limits of the zoning classification
they were given and became pre-existing, non-conforming buildings. The area west of Wayne appears to have
been zoned R3 rather than R4 just because it is further
west and not because of any difference in the existing
housing stock found there in 1957. Over the years, more
of the western area has been rezoned from RS3 to RT4,
thus permitting larger additions to existing homes and
new homes and multi-unit buildings to be built in this
area similar to those found east of Wayne Avenue. As a
result, the SNA has often been inclined not to object to
zoning changes from RS3 to RT4 when the proposed new
homes or additions are consistent with the size and character of the existing buildings nearby, even though they
do not comply with the limits of RS3 zoning.
Occasionally, unique circumstances call for unusual
solutions in addressing the constraints of the zoning
code. For example, the owners of a 19th century building at 2046 North Kenmore are seeking a variation to the
zoning code so they can add another level on to their
home. The height of the new addition is allowable under
RT4 zoning, but they are limited by the floor area rules
of the zoning code. The zoning code counts basements
where over half of the height of the basement is above
grade in the habitable floor area of the building. This
puts many older buildings at a disadvantage as to floor
area in comparison to newer construction where builders, aware of the rule regarding basements, commonly
make sure the basement is more than half below grade.
In addition, there is a coach house residence on the back
of the lot. Under the zoning code, only one dwelling
unit is permitted on a zoning lot. However, coach houses
are common in older areas like Sheffield and are permitted as pre-existing, non-conforming uses. There is still a
problem, however, because the coach house floor area
is counted in the allowable floor area for this zoning
lot. Thus, because the coach house and basement are
counted in the living space of this building, there is no

additional floor area available under the existing zoning
for the addition, even though in actuality the building, even with the addition, will not be nearly as large
as many of its neighbors. Fortunately, there is relief
available from the Zoning Board of Appeals to address
this hardship for the owner. Section 17-13-1101-G of
the Zoning Code provides that the ZBA is authorized to
grant a variation allowing an expansion of a permitted
residential use by 15% of the floor area in existence 50
years before the date the variance application is filed.
The SNA Planning Committee reviewed this project and
found that there was no reason to object to the application to the ZBA.
In another case, the SNA reviewed the dilemma of
the owners of 2014 North Dayton. The owners applied for a building permit to demolish and replace the
rear addition to their home that had been built by prior
owners and their contractor. The rear addition had not
been constructed properly and is structurally unsound
as evidenced by cracks in the walls and floor, leaks and
problems with the windows. The new owners and their
architect were advised in the permit review process that
although the previous addition had been approved and
permitted, that there had been a mistake in calculating
the allowable floor area of the home with the addition.
Thus, the owners would not be allowed to replace the
existing addition. Aside from demolishing the addition,
the only solution appears to be to rezone the property
to RT5, which permits a higher floor area. However,
the rest of this residential block is zoned RT4 and RT5,
which is commonly meant for multi-unit apartment
buildings, would allow a far larger and taller building. Consequently, the SNA has agreed to a proposal
whereby the SNA and the owner have agreed with the
alderman that the property will temporarily be rezoned
to RT5 until the work is completed and approved by the
city. At that time, the property will be rezoned back to
its original RT4 zoning, thus making the home an existing allowable non-conforming property.
The SNA Planning Committee continues to be active in reviewing zoning matters brought to its attention
by the aldermen or by neighbors themselves and tries to
take into account community input in trying to balance
preservation of the existing character of the neighborhood with the reasonable requests of owners and
developers to zoning changes and variations for various
projects in Sheffield.
For further explanation of the differences between
RS3 and RT4 zoning classifications as well as other
zoning designations, read previous articles on the
zoning code available on line at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org. Select the News tab on the left and then
click on “here” in “Click here for archived news articles
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.

SNA, local gardeners receive city landscaping awards
BY LAURY LEWIS

T

he Chicago Department of Environment has
informed the Sheffield Neighborhood Association that it has won First Place for Trebes Park
in Region 3 Community Landscapes in the
2009 Mayor Daley Landscape Awards program. Additionally, Laury Lewis and Nancy Bradt received First
Place in Region 3 for single-family homes. Mayor Daley
will present the awards at a ceremony on November 14
at Garfield Park Conservatory.
Trebes Park has now received three awards for the
beautifully landscaped entry at Webster and Clifton.
This is a remarkable achievement, given the difficult
environmental issues that this community garden
must contend with. These include one of the coldest
summers on record, dogs running loose, kids running
through the beds and people using some of the flowers as their personal cutting garden. This garden has
evolved over the last four years and represents a focal
point not only during the Garden Walk, but during the
rest of the season. The resources for this garden came
from the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, the
Chicago Park District and Home Depot-Lincoln Park.
During this past season, Laury Lewis, Tom Lawson,
Jeannie Lawson and Megan Lane contributed countless
volunteer hours to help make this a winning garden.

The Sheffield Neighborhood Association would like to
extend its thanks to these “budding gardeners.”
Some neighbors have asked what makes the entry garden at Trebes so special. Remember, the renovation of the
beds began four years ago. We believe that all gardens are
always a work in progress and constantly evolving. Basic
garden design incorporates four elements; line, form,
texture and color. So often, gardens focus only on flower
color, which is fine; however, remember that most plants
do not stay in bloom the entire growing season, except for
some annuals. All of the plants at Trebes are perennials,
which means that their bloom times vary and are for only
part of the growing season. The overall goal is to have the
garden looking good throughout the growing season, with
combinations of foliage and continuous blooms.
The first consideration as to the plant choices is to
analyze the light conditions throughout the season. The
raised bed receives mostly sun; however, the surface beds
are shady to partly shady. The second consideration is
to incorporate organic material into the beds to improve
drainage and provide nutrients to the plants. These beds
are not fertilized; they are only watered and weeded.
When designing with perennials, I consider what the
plant looks like before, during and after bloom. Some
perennials used have a bloom that is minimal; however,
the foliage color, shape and texture compensate for the
minimal bloom. Remember that the foliage will be there

most of the growing season.
Other perennials have average foliage, but longer
bloom times. Many of the plants are natives; however,
we decided to also use non-natives, which added to
the overall appearance and balance of the garden. We
also wanted to use plant varieties that are underutilized
in the landscape. The ornamental grasses that are used
look good summer and fall and in some cases look
good in the winter. We use a lot of Asiatic and Oriental Lilies, which typically bloom in late June through
the first part of August. The typical bloom time is only
about two weeks per plant; however, they provide a
splash of color unlike any other plant.
Some of the plants used include: Amsonia hubrichtii, Amsonia tabernaemontana, six varieties of Phlox,
four varieties of Heuchera, Allium ‘Summer Beauty’,
four varieties of Hemerocallis, Brunnera ‘Jack Frost’ and
‘Looking Glass’, Cimicifuga, Bergenia, Liatris, Anemone,
four varieties of Echinacea, Solidago rugosa, Sedum, Veronica spicata and three varieties of native ornamental
grasses (Panicum ‘’Shenandoah,’ Schizachyrium scoparium and Pennisetum ‘Piglet’). The reasons why these
varieties were used would be the subject of a two-hour
lecture and simply could not be listed in this article. But
one thing is certain: There will be some new plants next
season. We hope you enjoyed the garden this year.
Laury Lewis is SNA President.
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Community safety update
BY JOHN ROBERTS

1

. Safety Tips
With the recent headlines about crimes in and
around the Sheffield neighborhood’s boundaries, the Chicago Police Department would like
your help in making the neighborhood a safer place
for you and your family. At the recent CAPS meeting,
the repeated theme was to call 911 to report a situation that you feel is threatening or uncomfortable. Do
not feel that you are bothering the police; without your
feedback, they will not be able to help. If you do call
about a suspicious person, try to give a good description such as height, race or clothing. When calling
about a problem with an illegally parked car or suspicious activity, again try to give a good description,
make of the car, color and, if possible, a license plate
number. The police have a number of safety brochures
that are available to the public, such as STREET SAFETY
or HOW TO DESCRIBE A SUSPECT. These brochures
can be obtained from the Chicago Police preventive
programs office.
The holiday season is fast approaching, and the
Chicago Police also have some good suggestions to
make the holidays safer for everyone. Try not to leave
packages in the back seat, as they are tempting targets
for thieves. When shopping, be aware of your immediate surroundings and do not leave purses unattended.
The police also mentioned a scam involving ATM
machines. If your card becomes stuck in the ATM and
you cannot retrieve the card, it may have been deliberately jammed by thieves using a trap. The next step
is that a person appears and tries to help by asking you
for your PIN number. After you leave the ATM he will
retrieve the card out of the trap and use your PIN to
withdraw the money out of your account. Never give
your PIN to anyone.
The Chicago Police Department also has a program (TXT2TIP) so that the public may text in tips,
pictures, video, or audio. Enter the number 274637
(CRIMES), then start the text with CPD to ensure it is
routed to the proper police department. For more information, visit www.chicagopolice.org/txt2tip.
2. Crime Track
This is the fifth installment of a pilot project to track
certain crimes as promised in our Year in Review issue
of the SNN. Initially, the project will track crimes to
persons that occur on the streets, sidewalks, and alleys,
as well as in residential garages, parking lots, and parks.
The statistics will be somewhat dated in that they are
based upon what is available from the Chicago Police
Department’s CLEARpath website on the date that material must be submitted for publication. Thus, for this
issue, the project tracked crimes from August 9 through
October 17, 2009. This is not every incident but gives a
good representation of the activity.
DAY/TIME
BLOCK
LOCATION
August 10/2:53 AM
2000 N. Bissell
Sidewalk
			
August 16/8:00 AM
900 W. Armitage
Sidewalk
August 19/4:00 AM
2100 N. Halsted
Sidewalk
August 20/2:55 PM
1100 W. Armitage
Street
			
August 20/6:15 PM
1100 W. Armitage
Sidewalk
August 21/2:15 AM
2000 N. Bissell
Sidewalk
August 25/2:25 AM
1500 W. Webster
Sidewalk
August 26/5:23 AM
800 W. Webster
Sidewalk
			
August 26/4:30 PM
900 W. Armitage
Sidewalk
August 26/11:40 PM
1200 W. Belden
Sidewalk
			
September 5/1:55 AM
2200 N. Clybourn
Sidewalk
September 8/2:05 PM
1300 W. Fullerton
Alley
			
September 18/3:15 AM 1000 W. Fullerton
Sidewalk
September 20/2:34 AM 2100 N. Dayton
Sidewalk
September 21/4:47 PM 2200 N. Halsted
Street
September 24/1:50 AM 2200 N. Halsted
Street
October 2/2:20 AM
800 W. Webster
Alley
October 4/3:07 PM
900 W. Fullerton
Street
October 9/2:00 AM
2100 N. Clybourn
Parking Lot

CRIME TYPE
Robbery
(Strong Arm/No Weapon)
Aggravated Battery
Aggravated Battery
Robbery
(Strong Arm/No Weapon)
Simple Battery
Simple Battery
Simple Battery
Robbery
(Armed: Handgun)
Aggravated Assault
Robbery
(Strong Arm/No Weapon)
Simple Battery
Robbery
(Strong Arm/No Weapon)
Simple Battery
Simple Battery
Aggravated Battery
Aggravated Battery
Simple Battery
Simple Assault
Simple Battery

TOTALS:
August 9 - October 17 (approximately 70 days): 19
incidents
June 7 - August 8 (approximately 56 days): 14 incidents
April 12 - June 6 (approximately 57 days): 9 incidents
Feb 14 - April 11 (approximately 57 days): 9 incidents
Jan 1 - Feb 13 (approximately 44 days): 6 incidents
To track other crime incidents yourself, use the Chicago Police Department’s CLEARpath website, www.
chicagopolice.org. The site links directly to CLEARmap,
which offers a comprehensive look at crime incidents
in Chicago via either a map or a graph. To access this
crime data, select Online Services, and then click on
CLEARmap. Or go directly to the link at http://gis.

chicagopolice.org/.
A map appears; click on the Crime Incidents icon
on the left. Select date parameters (available in twoweek intervals), then select to search by beat, and finally
choose beat 1811* or 1812*. Other options include
selecting a particular type of crime and filtering by time
and location. Then click GO.
A map will appear that includes icons denoting crime
types. For example, a mask denotes a robbery, while a
bottle denotes a liquor license violation. Definitions of
the crime types can be accessed by clicking on “Details”
to the right of “Crime Types.”
Another useful option is to search by address rather
than by the beat; distance options are 1/8, ¼, and ½ miles.
For other ways to use the CLEARpath website, see the
Community Safety Update in the March/April 2009 issue
of this newsletter, available on line at www.sheffieldneighborhoodassociation.org by selecting the News tab
on the left and then clicking on “here” in “Click here for
archived news articles.”
3. Upcoming Dates to Remember
CAPS Meetings:
Attending your CAPS meeting is the best way to communicate your concerns to the officers who patrol your
community. SNA representatives attend the meetings, but
they need your support.
*Beat 1811 & 1813 (North Ave north to Fullerton, Sheffield west to the Chicago River)
November 18, December 16 at 7 pm
St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland.
*Beat 1812 (Armitage Ave north to Fullerton, Sedgwick
then Clark west to Sheffield
Second Wednesday of the month November 19, December 8 at 6:30 pm
2145 N. Halsted
Lincoln Central Association Safety Meeting
Thursday, November 12
St. Vincent DePaul Center, 2145 N Halsted, 7 pm
This meeting will feature a presentation by Dr. Rufo,
a crime prevention specialist with the Chicago Police
Department. He is a sought-after speaker who specializes in working with individuals, neighborhood organizations, and local businesses to help prevent assaults, thefts,
and burglaries. His presentation will cover the practical
aspects of crime prevention and actions that each of us
can take to make our homes and ourselves more secure.
John Roberts chairs SNA’s Community Safety Committee.

Street resurfacing
begins in 43rd Ward

A

lderman Daley’s office has advised
that street resurfacing has begun
in the 43rd Ward. In Sheffield, the
blocks scheduled for resurfacing
include Dayton from Armitage to Dickens.
Watch for signs to be posted: the City will
tow if your car is parked when crews arrive to
begin the resurfacing process. Once grinding is completed, the signs will be removed
until the asphalt crews are ready to begin the
repaving.

History of the
Sheffield neighborhood
is just one click away

I

nterested in the history of your
neighborhood? Ever ponder where
Sheffield got its name? Curious about
who Clybourn was? Wonder when
institutions, schools, and churches became
part of Sheffield? Contemplate the effect of
public transportation on Sheffield? Think
about how the Sheffield Garden Walk &
Festival started?
Now you can find all this information
and more on the SNA website. Visit www.
sheffieldneighborhood.org and click on the
new tab, “History of Sheffield.”

		

Gala to benefit
community shelter

S

5

tuffing, A Prelude to the Holidays” is a
fundraising gala for Lincoln Park Community
Center and Judith Garduno. The event will be
held on Saturday, November 21, from 5 pm
to midnight.
Highlights will include a gallery of art by Valerie
Kahan, Jeremy Bonsol, Elie Hazlet, Christine Sanderson, Mark Sullivan, and Tara Luther; an original
theatrical performance, “Stuffing,” by Kira Silverstein,
Jenny Weiner, Eli Mazursky, Drew Anderson and
Michael Moran; and music by Cecil Thomas “DJ CDub,” Sheboom, and others.
The menu will include desserts by Elissa Narow,
Sweet & Naro, Inc., formerly head pastry chef of
Blackbird, Avec, Custom House, and Spring; drinks
by Chimay, Hofbrau and Garnacha; and food from
Edgewater Lounge and Whole Foods.
A raffle, silent auction and prizes will also be
offered.
Buy tickets for $25 each at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/85687 or $30 at the door. If you
would like to donate something for the silent auction,
please contact sheproductionsinc@gmail.com or call
Valerie Kahan at 773-616-8277.
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Children’s Memorial site re-use study is available
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

T

he Children’s Memorial Hospital Site Re-Use
Feasibility Study Handbook is complete and
available for the community to review.
The Handbook was prepared by HOK
(Hellmuth, Obata + Kassabaum, Inc), the architecture
and planning firm retained by the city’s Department of
Planning and Development to conduct a community
dialogue and document the community planning process. It exceeds 150 pages but is worth reading given
the importance of the redevelopment of this site. As
reported in previous issues of this newsletter, Children’s
intends to sell all of its property in Lincoln Park to support the construction of its new facility in Streeterville
except for the following sites: 759 W Belden, Children’s Memorial Research Center (CMRC, 2430 N Halsted), 2515 N Clark, 467 W Deming, and Julia Porter
Park (Halsted-Lincoln-Fullerton corner). Consequently,
a large portion of prime real estate in Lincoln Park will
be open for redevelopment, possibly as early as 2012,
generating a host of concerns and ideas regarding the
site.
According to the Handbook’s introductory letter
from 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley, the purpose of the
Feasibility Study was to “define a planning framework
within which the residents, the city, and the hospital
can make future decisions where the interests of the
hospital can be balanced with the desires of the community for the greater good.” The Feasibility Study was
based upon two chief sources: 1) community input
gathered from four public meetings, held between November 2008 and June 2009, as well as from comments
posted to a website and poll results, and 2) research

and work conducted by HOK regarding the neighborhood’s location, transportation, character, and the like.
Notably, the Feasibility Study does not contain any
suggestions to adopt a particular scheme for development. Rather, it is presented as a guide and a tool.
The Handbook contains a thorough review of each of
the buildings to be sold and an Appendix with notes from
the public meetings, polling results, and reference materials. However, the meat of the Handbook is contained
in two parts: Survey and Regeneration Themes. Maps,
photographs, and renderings elucidate the substance of
both the Survey and Themes.
The Survey examines existing conditions. It covers
Regional Identity (location, neighborhood identity), Linkages (transit and transportation), Neighborhood Character (demographics, market analysis, existing zoning),
Morphology (block pattern, setbacks, nodes, parks), and
Site Background. In addition to compiling and organizing useful data, the crux of this section is that this site is
a crossroads in Lincoln Park; hence, its development is
critical to the shape of the neighborhood.
The Lincoln Park neighborhood is a diverse and vibrant place that has an intricate
and very strong urban framework that has
allowed incredibly rich urbanism to develop over the years. Given the progressive
development and evolution of this place it
is important not to introduce any elements
that would be perceived as foreign or could
interrupt the existing systems. Thus, new
development plans and strategies should
seamlessly embed themselves within the
surrounding context. Existing connections
and relationships should not be interrupted,
instead they should be enhanced.
(Handbook, p. 92)
The Regeneration Themes are the principles that the
Feasibility Study expects to direct development that enhances the surrounding community. They contain no real
surprises; nevertheless, this is the section that offers some
tangible recommendations:
1. Respect the Existing Neighborhood (existing
heights and street orientation, develop gateways
to the site, reinforce character and function of
thoroughfares, consider options to preserve existing buildings, sustain public amenities such as
parking and community meeting spaces)
2. Create a Distinct Mixed-Use Place (rare opportunity for site of this size to be available in mature
neighborhood, importance and opportunity to
better serve the community, incorporate civic
space, ensure development plan is flexible, provide housing for a variety of income levels)
3. Promote a Multi-Nodal Transportation Network
(pedestrian friendly measures including widening
sidewalks and improving pedestrian crossings,
provide/enhance bicycle access and amenities,
accommodate car ownership while planning for
less car use, maintain some off-street parking
to serve the surrounding community, maximize
connections to public transit, establish a taxi
stand, consolidate loading docks and locate to
minimize impact on vehicular and pedestrian
traffic)
4. Support Sustainable Regeneration (“green”

ideas, adaptive re-use, consideration of paving
materials and street trees, recruitment of environmentally sound tenants, promote everyday
sustainable practices such as recycling and use
of mass transit)
The Feasibility Study’s final Regeneration Theme is
to “[p]rovide the public with the information needed to
participate in a meaningful way throughout the development process.” (Handbook, p. 107) It suggests using
the existing Children’s Community Relations Committee (which includes SNA representatives) along with
the 43rd Ward Alderman’s office for specific roles in the
process.
The Study Handbook has been given to Children’s
Memorial. 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley has urged
the hospital to provide it to anyone interested in the
property.
Bound copies will be available for reference at the
following locations: Lincoln Park Public Library, Near
North Public Library, DePaul University Library and the
Chicago History Museum Library. The digital version is
available on the CMH blog for review; visit http://cmhplanning.blogspot.com/ and click on the top link on the
right side of the page.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA First Vice President.

Blue and black
cart
reminders
1. Call your Alderman’s office if you:
a. Need fewer black or blue carts
b. Have not received any blue carts (in
buildings with fewer than five units)
c. Need additional blue or black carts
d. Need to replace carts with holes or
broken lids
2. Leave out blue carts for Monday morning pickup on recycling weeks; recycling pick-up takes
place every other week.
3. Break down cardboard boxes and crush cans
and plastic containers to allow more recyclables to be held in your cart.
4. Do not bag items to place in the blue cart
unless they are in paper bags. Do not place
plastic bags in blue carts because they are not
recyclable.
5. Do not place any food or perishable products in
blue carts.
6. Use one of the large recycling bins at the Peggy
Notebaert Nature Museum (2430 N. Cannon
Drive) or at the convenience store at Wrightwood and Lincoln if you have an unusually
large amount of recyclables.
7. To combat the rodent population
a. Replace carts with holes or broken lids
b. Keep all cart lids closed
c. Bag all items placed in the black carts
d. Do not leave garbage outside of a cart
e. Report rodent sightings immediately by
calling 311
Along with pet droppings and birdseed, garbage left open is a major contributor to the rat
population.
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Green City Market moves indoors

O

nce again, the Green City Market will move
indoors and operate year-round. It will
relocate to the Peggy Notebaert Nature
Museum just north of Fullerton at 2430 N.
Cannon Drive on November 7. The Market will be

SNA Business Members
Please shop locally and support the following SNA
Business Members:
2 point perspective, inc.
900 West Fullerton Condo Association
A Finkl & Sons
Alderman Scott Waguespack
Alderman Vi Daley

2120 N. Bissell
900 W. Fullerton
2011 N. Southport
2657 N. Clybourn
735 W. Wright-					
wood
All She Wrote
825 W. Armitage
Armitage Racine Currency Exchange
1164 W. Armitage
Art Effect
934 W. Armitage
Baird & Warner: Millie Rosenbloom
1510 N. Wells
Baker Construction Group
2222 N. Elston
Beaumont Bar & Grill
2020 N. Halsted
Beverly Hammel Kitchen and Bath LLC 1216 W. Webster
Bridgeview Bank
1970 N. Halsted
CBC Architects, Inc.		
Charlie’s on Webster
1224 W. Webster
Children’s Memorial Hospital
2300 Children’s 			
Plaza
Cotelac
1159 W. Webster
Dairy Queen-Orange Julius
2200 N. Lincoln
Dee’s Restaurant
1114 W. Armitage
DePaul University
1 E. Jackson
DePaul Library
2350 N. Kenmore
Design Shoppe
2009 N. Fremont
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop
2070 N. Clybourn
Dominick’s
959 W. Fullerton
Dr. Lori Portnoy
954 W. Armitage
Family Pet Animal Hospital
1401 W. Webster
Fidelity Investments: Charlie Nunnelley 401 N. Michigan
Fifth Third Bank
900 W. Webster
State Representative John Fritchey
2539 N. Southport
General Iron Industries
1909 N. Clifton
2052 N Seminary, Inc. and
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.
3044 N. Green-				
view
Glascott & Associates
2156 N. Halsted
Greater Little Rock Church
834 W. Armitage
Hellman Frame Shop
2152 N. Bissell
Home Depot
2665 N. Halsted
ICM Properties
1438 W. Belmont
Ja’ Grill Restaurant & Lounge
1008 W. Armitage
K. Paige Salon
956 W. Webster
Kelly’s Pub
949 W. Webster
Kincade’s
950 W. Armitage
La Canasta Restaurant
1119 W. Webster
Licia Leslie, LLC
2330 N. Wayne
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
1925 N. Clybourn
Lincoln Park Parents Association
2045 N. Lincoln
Park West
Lori’s Designer Shoes
824 W. Armitage
M&R Car Imports Service
1951 N. Sheffield
McGee’s
950 W. Webster
Milito Car Wash
1106 W. Fullerton
Milito Mobil
1106 W. Fullerton
My Corner Playroom
2121 N. Clybourn
National City Bank
921 W. Armitage
Nookies Too, Inc.
2114 N. Halsted
O’Brien Signature Metal, Inc.
2100 N. Southport
Prudential Rubloff Properties:
Paula Arnett
2663 N. Halsted
Robinson’s No. 1 Ribs
655 W. Armitage
Sai Café, Inc.
2010 N. Sheffield
Salon Soca
1400 W. Webster
Sir Speedy
1711 N. Clybourn
Spex
2136 N. Halsted
St. James Lutheran Church
2101 N. Fremont
St. Josaphat Church
2311 N. Southport
St. Vincent dePaul Church
1010 W. Webster
Erica Fishman Smith, ASID
1158 W. Dickens
State Restaurant
935 W. Webster
Strand
1123 W. Webster
Sweet Mandy B’s
1208 W. Webster
Tarantino’s
1112 W. Armitage
The Local Option
1102 W. Webster
The Poison Cup
1128 W. Armitage
The Second Child
954 W. Armitage
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
2254 N. Bissell
Treasure Island
3460 N. Broad-				
way
U S Bank
1953 N. Clybourn
Victory Gardens Theatre
2433 N. Lincoln
Vrai Amour
953 W. Webster
Wallace Realty
1700 N. Ashland
Webster’s Wine Bar
1480 W. Webster
Westend Dental
1170 W. Armitage

Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
Good Business Neighbor Guidelines

open from 8 am to 1 pm on Wednesdays and Saturdays
through December 23 but will be closed Saturday, November 28.
In 2010, the Market will be open on the following
Saturdays: January 16, February 13, February 27, March
13, March 27, April 10, and April 24. Each month will
feature a theme:
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Are You Game? (January)
Meat and Potatoes (February)
Bacon and Eggs (March)
Cheese (April)

Parking is available on Cannon Drive or in the lot
across from the Nature Museum. The following CTA bus
routes also serve the indoor Market: the Northbound 151
Sheridan to the Southeast corner of Fullerton Parkway and
Stockton Drive, the 156 La Salle to the Southeast corner
of Fullerton Parkway and Stockton Drive (weekdays only),
and the 76 Diversey, which stops in front of the Museum
during Museum hours.
The closest train stop is the Fullerton Red/Brown/
Purple line stop (walk east on Fullerton to Cannon
Drive).
For more information, contact the Green City Market at 773-880-1266 or admin@chicagogreencitymarket.
org, or visit www.chicagogreencitymarket.org.

I

t’s no secret we live and do business in a great neighborhood. In an effort to help keep it that way, following are a few small but simple tasks that business and
property owners can do on a daily basis. Not all of the
suggestions may apply, but if everyone does what they can,
the neighborhood will be a better place. Also, in an effort
to keep you informed and compliant with current city ordinances, the Chamber has highlighted several for you below.
• Be sure to remove any snow or ice from the walkway
in front of your business. It’s the law! The Chicago city
ordinance states that “Every owner, tenant, occupant
or other person having charge of any building abutting
upon any public way or public place shall remove the
snow and ice from the sidewalk in front of such building or lot of ground.”
• Sweep and clean up any trash around your property.
Don’t just sweep in front of your property, but sweep
in front of your neighbors too! “It shall be unlawful for
any person licensed to engage in any business or occupation abutting a public way...to litter or to permit the
accumulation of any paper, rubbish, or refuse upon
that portion of public way...”
• If there are vacant storefronts or doorways near your business, remove junk mail or newspapers that are left there.
• Keep lights on in the front and in the rear of your
property. If a light pole fixture needs to be changed,
please call 311.
• If you see a vacant property that needs maintenance,
notify the owner or real estate agent about the problem or call your local streets and sanitation office.
• Maintain and keep dumpster storage areas and adjacent alley areas clean and free of debris.
• Don’t let any trash receptacles near your property
overflow with garbage. These trashcans are not necessarily emptied by the city and need to be maintained
by the private sector.

SNA now accepts credit/debit cards!

PLEASE pay your dues! If you are not sure if your dues are paid to date, the SNA records can be checked…just
email sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail. Your email address can also be checked, added or changed.
SNA now accepts credit/debit card payments for your membership dues! Your next invoice will give you the
option of paying your membership dues by check or credit card.
In addition, you will have the option of a one-year or three-year renewal as follows:
			
One Year		
Three Year
Family			
$20			
$50
Individual		
$15			
$35
Senior			
$5			
$10
Business		
$45			
$120
We need your support. Founded in 1959, SNA is a volunteer group of businesses and residents working together to improve the conditions of life, work, recreation, health and safety of our neighborhood. Here are some of
the things SNA does for you:
• Sponsors forums for neighbors to present their views on planning and development matters, parking and
other important issues.
• Serves as neighborhood advocate working with the Aldermen’s offices and city departments to help provide
insight and guidance on the needs of the neighborhood.
• Publishes and distributes the bi-monthly Sheffield Neighborhood News to every doorstep, keeping the
neighborhood informed of events, activities and plans which impact its quality of life.
• Works to beautify the neighborhood by planting and maintaining the planters on our corners and hanging
from the lampposts on our commercial streets.
• Sponsors the annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.
• Donates funds raised from the Garden Walk to local schools and non-profit institutions within and serving
the neighborhood.
As a dues-paying member, you will receive email notices of Sheffield events, plans and issues. The SNA email list
has been updated. If you are a dues-paying SNA member and are not receiving email notices, please let us know your
name and current email address at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com so we can correct our records.
SNA welcomes the following new members: Hillary Bochniak, Dianne Campbell, Richard E. Friedman and
Fred Schwartz.
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join. Please complete the form below and mail it with your check
to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you have not received your
membership window decal and would like to display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com. In addition, if you have not paid your membership dues, SNA would appreciate your payment.

How can I....

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?
		

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
			
One Year
Three Years				
One Year
Family membership
$20		
$50
Senior membership $5 		
Individual membership $15 		
$35
Business membership $45		

Three Years
$10
$120

Credit Card __MasterCard __Visa __Discover Card
Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number					
Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:						
E-mail:
Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614
or fax to: 773-572-6575 if using credit card.
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Join SNA so you won’t miss an issue of the electronic SNN

S

tay tuned in the upcoming months as we bring
you more information on how the SNA will be
using the Internet and email to get more neighborhood news to you.   
As reported in the July-August and September-October issues of this newsletter, the SNA Board of Directors has been making plans to publish the bi-monthly
Sheffield Neighborhood News in an electronic format
rather than hand-deliver print copies. The reasons for
this change include the high cost of printing and distributing 7,000 copies of the SNN to each household,
business, and some bulk drops, as well as environmental concerns.
Despite some revenue from advertisements, much
of the funding for the SNN comes from the proceeds
of the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival. The Board
must balance the possible use of these funds elsewhere
versus the value of delivering six newsletters per year to
all Sheffield households and businesses.
The board continues to expect to convert to an

SNA to consider
2009 donation requests

electronic format sometime in 2010, continuing bimonthly issues. Two of the six issues also would be produced in the current format and hand delivered: the Year
in Review Issue (January-February) and the Garden Walk
Issue (July-August). At the same time as it is overseeing
the conversion of the SNN, the Communications Committee will be proposing website enhancements.
As a Sheffield neighbor, we invite you to offer suggestions on the proposed conversion as well as website
improvements by sending an email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com or calling SNA at 773929-9255.
In the meantime, make sure your membership dues
are current, and if you are not an official SNA member,
be sure to join NOW so that you will not miss a single
issue of the SNN once it is converted to an electronic
format, to receive important email updates in between
issues, and to receive and respond to an SNA upcoming survey. If you missed previous issues, visit www.
sheffieldneighborhod.org/news and then click the word
“here” for archived articles.

D

uring the annual budgeting process, a
subcommittee of SNA’s Budget Committee
will evaluate the donation requests that the
Association received throughout the year.
To be eligible for a donation, the applicant must be
a not-for-profit group that meets at least one of the
following criteria:
1. It offers programs that provide a needed or
useful service to residents of the Sheffield neighborhood.
2. It is located in or near the Sheffield neighborhood and has a history of being a good neighbor.
3. It offers programs or services that the board of
the SNA believes contribute substantially to the
betterment of the larger community or meet a
specific need targeted by the board.
In addition, requests must be in writing, offer
some background about the applicant, explain how
the request fits the criteria, and describe how and
when the applicant will use the funds. These are
neighborhood funds: help the board determine how
best to support your neighborhood.
Donation request forms are available by calling
the Association at 773-929-9255 or sending an email
request to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.
com.

Sheffield neighborhood foreclosures
BY PAULA ARNETT

T

he Sheffield neighborhood has not seen many
foreclosures or short sales, but here are those I
know about:

•

•

•
•

12-unit apartment building in the 2200 block
of Bissell that sold for $1,650,000 in February
2009 that had previously sold for $2,150,000
in July 2005 and resold for $3,250,000 in February 2006.
Multi-unit building in the 2000 block of Bissell that sold for $540,000 in October 2008
that had previously sold for $765,000 in April
2005.
Single family in 2300 block of Southport under
contract with list price of $530,000 that previously sold for $1,275,000 in November 2005.
Condo in the 1100 block of Armitage that sold
for $410,500 in June 2009 that previously sold

•
•
•

for $540,000 in July 2005.
Townhouse in the 2200 block of Kenmore that
sold for $410,500 in June 2009 that previously
sold for $559,000 in June 2005.
Loft in the 1200 block of Fullerton that sold for
$225,000 in August 2009 that previously sold for
$260,000 in June 2003.
Condo in the 2100 block of Southport that sold
for $220,000 in January 2009 that previously
sold for $244,000 in April 2006.

Latest FYIs
Three contiguous properties in the 2000 block of Sheffield that sold for $1,800,000 in July 2009 have been
torn down and, according to the building permits on the
properties, three 3-story plus basement masonry apartment buildings plus 3-car masonry garages will be built.
A property in the 1200 block of Webster that sold for
$960,000 in December 2008 has been gutted and, according to the building permit posted on the front of the
building, the buildout is for a bakery and retail food and
beverage sales with a second-floor dining room.
My 11th Annual 2007-2008 Sheffield Neighborhood Real Estate Market Report has been published
and mailed. If you would like a copy of this report or a
previous report, please contact me at 773-294-1822 or
parnett@rubloff.com.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, and a Broker Associate with Prudential Rubloff Properties specializing in
residential real estate sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.
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