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State of Sheffield examined at SNA Annual Meeting
Photo for SNN by Ted Wrobleski

BY JAY BECKER

A

n assessment of the state of Sheffield was
on the agenda along with the presentation
of awards to outstanding contributors to the
neighborhood as the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association held its 2010 Annual Meeting on February
2 at St. James Lutheran Church, Fremont and Dickens.
One of the main purposes of SNA’s Annual Meetings is to elect officers and directors for the year.
Elected for 2010 were: President, Dan Hermann; First
Vice President, Ted Wrobleski; Second Vice President,
Judith Lauth Casey; Treasurer, Richard Ashbeck; Assistant Treasurer, Bob Birkmeyer; Secretary, Stephanie
Linebaugh. Elected as directors with terms expiring
in 2013 were John Roberts, Tony Russomanno, David
Bassin, Lisa Elkins, and Bas Bouma. Elected as directors
with terms expiring in 2012 were John D’Antonio and
Steve Homrich.
Laury Lewis, who has served as SNA President for
two years, will remain on the Board as Past President.
His contributions to SNA and the neighborhood were
acknowledged in remarks by Wrobleski and guest 43rd
Ward Alderman Vi Daley, who also discussed various
upcoming issues, including the future of the Children’s
Memorial Hospital site after the hospital leaves Lincoln
Park.
Lewis reported on the state of Sheffield, saying,
“Sheffield has never been in better shape financially
and in community activities.” In addition to citing SNA’s
work on the Children’s Memorial site, he noted that
DePaul University recently completed a new 10-year
plan and will begin breaking ground this year. Lewis
urged residents to become involved with SNA, pointing
out that while more than 5,000 people live in Sheffield,
there are only 300 SNA members.
Turning to communications, Lewis said, “We have
the best newsletter of all the neighborhoods. We are
the only neighborhood that does door-to-door delivery
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association
invites you to become a Patron of the
2010 GARDEN WALK & FESTIVAL
and attend the 2010 PATRONS’ PARTY
Friday, June 4, 2010 6-8 pm
at 1216 West Webster Avenue
           
Patrons will enjoy appetizers, beer, wine, soft drinks,
great neighbors and a wonderful time!
Donation levels per household are:
$200
$100
$50
Attendees will receive a gift and one complimentary
gift bag per household with goodies and coupons
from local business establishments. Current paid
SNA membership is required to attend.
For more information or to inquire/contribute to
the gift bags, please contact Brandy Rinehart at
773-529-8630 or brandy@bhkitchenbath.com.
Please join us as we kick off our
42nd Annual Garden Walk!
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St. Josaphat School
proposes an addition
—Planning Report
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Outgoing SNA President Laury Lewis (l) with 43rd Ward
Alderman Vi Daley.

of the newsletter, where with other neighborhood associations, you have to be a member in order to receive
a newsletter.” He then discussed SNA’s plans to move
the newsletter online. He added, “We now have an active website that we maintain with all the neighborhood
events.”
In what has been another of his SNA roles as Parks
and Beautification Chair, Lewis noted that SNA has
formalized park advisory councils for Trebes and Clover
Playlot to interact with the Chicago Park District to decide
on near and future goals for these parks, and announced
that SNA won first place again in 2009 for Trebes Park in
the mayor’s Landscape Awards Program. Lewis credited
Finkl Landscaping for its help with neighborhood beautification.
Other committee reports included planning, community safety, and events. Scheduled SNA events for 2010
will include the Spaghetti Dinner in November, and summer concerts at Trebes Park. And, of course, the Sheffield
Garden Walk & Festival is set for July 17-18. According
to Lewis, who will continue to serve as Garden Walk cochair, music headliners will include Rusted Root, Cowboy Mouth, and Ivan Neville.
SNA Awards
Janet Swenson, filling in for her mother, former SNA
Schools Co-Chair Marena Swenson, presented SNA’s
Educator Awards to outstanding local teachers (see story
on page 3). Wrobleski presented the 2010 Sheffield Star
Awards, which SNA gives to people and organizations

SNA recognizes
local educators
—Sheffield’s Schools
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who have worked for the betterment of the Sheffield
neighborhood (see story on page 4).
SNA thanks St. James Lutheran Church for providing the meeting space, and Chicago Beverages and
Kelly’s Pub for providing refreshments.
Jay Becker is SNN Editor.

SNA Committees
seek your involvement

W

hether you are new to the Sheffield
neighborhood or a long-time resident,
property owner, or business owner,
SNA offers a host of opportunities for
involvement. The following Committees in particular
seek SNA members:
Communications. The Communications Committee oversees the preparation and distribution of this
newsletter, oversees the Association website, and
handles general marketing issues for the Association.
The Sheffield Neighborhood News contains information about upcoming meetings and events; planning,
safety, and neighborhood relations reports; articles
regarding community issues; and other pertinent information. The website www.sheffieldneighborhood.
org operates in tandem with the SNN and includes
information on meetings and events, Sheffield history,
Association projects, and helpful hints for the Sheffield community.
The committee has openings for a photographer/
photo archivist and for contributing writers to cover
certain beats such as business, children’s activities,
and area institutions. If you are interested, please
contact Judy Lauth Casey at 773-929-9255 or sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.
Events. The Events Committee seeks members to
assist in planning and executing SNA events in the
Sheffield neighborhood. These include the Trebes
Park Concert and Movie Series, the Halloween Party
at Oz Park, the annual Spaghetti Dinner, the SNA Annual Meeting, the Patrons Party for the Sheffield Garden Walk, and other social and fundraising events
for the community. If you enjoy running hospitality
events and showcasing the richness of our neighborhood, please contact Jeanne P. Gray, Events co-chair,
at 773-348-7638 or jpgray@staff.abanet.org.
Garden Walk. Refer to article on page 3.
Schools. This Committee seeks members to serve as
liaisons with the four neighborhood schools to inform
the community about their educational programs and
achievements, to engender support for their continued viability and growth, and to showcase their
many community-based activities and programs. The
Sheffield community is fortunate to have the following excellent schools within its mandate: Lincoln
Park High School, Oscar Mayer Magnet School, St.
James Lutheran School, and St. Josaphat School. If
you are interested in urban education and the richness of student learning, please contact Jeanne P.
Gray, co-chair of the Schools Committee, at 773-3487638 or jpgray@staff.abanet.org.

The 42nd Sheffield
Garden Walk & Festival
needs you!
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Five honored
with Sheffield Star
Award
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PLANNING REPORT

St. Josaphat Parish proposes five-classroom addition to school building
BY TED WROBLESKI

F

aced with the pleasant problem of an increasing demand for enrollment of students at its
school, St. Josaphat Parish has developed a
plan for a five-classroom addition to its present
school building. The addition would enable the school
to increase enrollment from 326 to 380 students. A
community meeting sponsored by the SNA in conjunction with 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack’s
office was held on February 23 at which the proposed
plans for the addition were presented to the neighbors
for their review and comment. After an introduction
and welcome from the pastor, Fr. Richard Prendergast,
St. Josaphat’s architects Matthew Hichens and Karen
Kristianson of Newman Architecture presented the
plans for the addition.
The five classrooms are to be built behind the
present school building in what is now an open space
along the alley between Southport and Wayne, just to
the south of the School Hall building on the corner of
Southport and Belden. The alley façade will be made
of brick of a similar color to the older brick of the
School Hall building. The floor plan and a conceptual
rendering accompany this article. In addition to the
five new classrooms, there will be a connection to the
old school building and renovation of the office, library,
and entrance to the school. There will also be minor
renovation and refurbishment of the existing classrooms, including an upgrade of the windows along
Southport. It is anticipated that the new addition will
require a rear lot zoning variation and a side lot zoning
variation along the south side of the building from the
city, but the exact nature of the needed zoning relief is
yet to be determined.

Halsted

May 24, 7 pm
McGowan Environmental Science and
Chemistry Building
1110 W. Belden, Room 108
Topics: Construction of new academic 		
building at Kenmore and Belden
Construction of Art Museum just east
of Fullerton El Tracks

Fullerton

er

April 14, 7 pm
McGowan Environmental Science and
Chemistry Building
1110 W. Belden, Room 108
Topic: Improvements to Wish Field and		
Exterior Renovation of Corcoran Hall

Neighborhood News

Riv

Save the dates:
DePaul pre-construction meetings

Sheffield
go

ing, St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland.
April 6, Tuesday, 7 pm, SNA Board meeting.
April 14, Wednesday, 6:30 pm, Beat 1812 CAPS
Meeting, St. Vincent DePaul Center, 2145 N. Halsted.
April 14, Wednesday, 7 pm, DePaul Pre-Construction
Meeting, 1110 W. Belden, Room 108
April 21, Wednesday, 7 pm, Beats 1811 and 1813
CAPS Meeting, St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland.
May 24, Monday, 7 pm, DePaul Pre-Construction
Meeting, 1110 W. Belden, Room 108
June 4, Friday, SNA Patrons’ Party, 1216 W. Webster.
June 17, Thursday, SNA Concert at Trebes Park, 6:30
pm.
July 16, Friday, Sheffield Garden Walk President’s
Party.
July 17-18, Saturday-Sunday, 42nd Annual Sheffield
Garden Walk & Festival, Sheffield and Webster.
July 29, Thursday, SNA Concert at Trebes Park, 6:30
pm.
August 19, Thursday, SNA Movie at Trebes Park,
“Shorts,” 8 pm.
November (date TBA), Saturday, SNA Spaghetti Dinner
Check SNN, call 773-929-9255, or visit the SNA
website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org to learn
more about these and other exciting neighborhood
events.

Sheffield Garden
Walk
& Festival
July 17-18, 2010

ica

Calendar
March 17, 7 pm, Beats 1811 and 1813 CAPS Meet-

In addition to the architects, representatives of the
general contractor, Bulley and Andrews, were present to
answer questions, as was school principal Colleen Cannon, and Bridget Dougherty, a member of the Facilities
Committee.
There were some questions about how construction
would affect access to the garages across the alley from
the project and concern expressed about the impact
of increased enrollment on traffic along Southport and
Belden in the morning when students are being dropped
off and in the afternoon when parents are picking up
children. The architects and contractors indicated that
the addition, when completed, should have no effect on
garage access. During construction, the contractors will
be able to do most of the work on-site and would try to
keep the equipment and material deliveries in the alley to
a minimum during construction.
The contractors promised to have a pre-construction
meeting before beginning work and to provide neighbors
with contact information so that they can call about any
problems that they encounter. As to traffic, Principal
Cannon indicated that she is aware of the problems with
double-parking and is working on developing a traffic
and parking plan to address these problems.
The parish hopes to begin work this summer if it
achieves its fundraising goals and obtains a go-ahead
from the archdiocese. The work would probably continue through the fall and be completed next spring or
summer.
Once St. Josaphat receives word from the City of
Chicago Department of Zoning as to what zoning relief
is specifically needed, the SNA Planning Committee will
review those requests and make its opinion known about
them to the city and Alderman Waguespack.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.

Ch

New construction is indicated by shaded areas.

St. Josaphat School plans to add five classrooms.

Armitage

Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
Sheffield Neighborhood Association
President		
Dan Hermann
First Vice-President
Ted Wrobleski
Second Vice-President
Judith Lauth Casey
Secretary		
Stephanie Linebaugh
Treasurer
Richard Ashbeck
Assistant Treasurer
Bob Birkmeyer
Past President		
Laurence Lewis
Board of Directors: Paula Arnett, David Bassin, Bas Bouma,
John D’Antonio, Lisa Elkins, Mike Gunville, Jeanne Gray,
Steve Gross, Patty Hayes, Steve Homrich, Polly Kelly,
Phil Piazza, John Roberts, Tony Russomanno, Christine
Struminski. Committee Chairs: Communications, Judith
Lauth Casey; Community Safety, John Roberts; Events,
Jeanne Gray; Historic Resources, Polly Kelly; Membership,
Paula Arnett; Neighborhood Relations: Patty Hayes; Parks &
Beautification, Laurence Lewis; Planning, Ted Wrobleski;
Schools, Jeanne Gray; Garden Walk, Laurence Lewis and
Richard Ashbeck.
Staff of Sheffield Neighborhood News
Editor		
Jay Becker, 481-1147
Advertising Manager
Paula Arnett, 294-1822
Items to be considered for the Sheffield Neighborhood
News should be sent to: Jay Becker, Editor, SNA, 2233 N.
Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. Copy deadlines are the first
Tuesdays in February, April, June, August, October, and
December for the following month’s issues; advertising
deadlines are the 10th of February, April, June, August,
October, and December for the following month’s issues.
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SHEFFIELD’S SCHOOLS

SNA recognizes local educators
Photo for SNN by Ted Wrobleski

BY JANET SWENSON

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association
honored four outstanding teachers from our
neighborhood schools at its February 2 Annual
Meeting. The first was kindergarten teacher
Lynda Adams from St. James Lutheran School. She has
been there since 2004, having started out in the preschool and in special education. Creatively maximizing
the learning opportunities in play, Ms. Adams channels
her students’ interest in role-playing to learn counting
and sorting at the “store” and “bank,” and encourages performances in which they create the dialogue,
costumes, and sets. She nurtures the whole child by using group problem-solving, encouraging empathy and
respecting the individuality of each student. In addition,
Ms. Adams coaches volleyball, plays volleyball, and
pursues graduate studies in early childhood development at the Erikson Institute.
Meghan Kelly was the teacher from St. Josaphat’s
who was honored. Ms. Kelly’s first-grade classroom is
a hum of orderly and snappily paced activities. She
calmly matches the energy level of her enthusiastic
learners, leading them through five different but often
inter-related activities in an hour, working on such topics as phonics, telling time, and the concept of inference. Ms. Kelly keeps classroom transitions smooth by
extensive preparation, so pre-cut construction paper
and other work materials are at the ready, and her
positive behavior incentives keep everyone moving in
the same direction. She is known to go out of her way
to present learning experiences, from hatching baby
chicks to putting on plays for students and parents.
From Oscar Mayer Magnet School, the honoree
was Caryl Reinhardt. She teaches language arts to fifthand seventh-grade classes. Ms. Reinhardt applies the
strategies of cooperative learning and inquiry-based
teaching. She believes that interactive learning is more
effective than the teacher as lecturer model. For example, to teach the meaning of “interjection,” she lined
up her students and then pushed her way through. She
thus elicited spontaneous interjections, leaving her

Janet Swenson (third from left) with winners of SNA’s Educator Awards.

students with a powerful memory “hook.” Ms. Reinhardt
also coordinates the After School All-Stars program, providing additional learning and enrichment opportunities
to round out the school experience.
The Educator of the Year award went to Ted Linnenbringer of Lincoln Park High School. He teaches AP
Calculus, IB Geometry and Trigonometry, and other math
classes. He creates a supportive, collegial atmosphere in
the classroom, with broad participation as students guide
each other through the problem solving process. Students
are comfortable revealing that they got a wrong answer
so their peers can share their approach to the solution.
Even though he is soft-spoken, Mr. Linnenbringer brings
an authority and interest in his subject that keeps the
classroom focused. He also volunteers to coach the
school chess club and helps with the bridge club.
All of these teachers bring out the best in their students through leading by example. In addition, each one
puts in effort and time that go above and beyond the basic requirements. There are many teachers in our schools
who work hard every day on behalf of our children. We
are happy for the opportunity to recognize outstanding
work by presenting a check, a plaque, and, especially,
our thanks.
Janet Swenson is the daughter of former SNA Schools CoChair Marena Swenson.

The 42nd annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival needs you
BY LAURY LEWIS AND RICHARD ASHBECK

T

he 42nd Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival will be held July 17-18. Meet your neighbors and learn how the neighborhood functions. Volunteer to become a Manager of the
42nd Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival Planning
Team. Join your fellow neighbors and help the Sheffield
Neighborhood Association raise money to fund our
good works for next year.
The Garden Walk is the predominant fundraising vehicle for the SNA. Over the last 20 years, we’ve
rebuilt Trebes Park and Playlot twice, spending over
$200,000 of Garden Walk profits. We were one of the
first to pay for and install a wrought-iron fence surrounding a park in the city. Please note the concrete
pathway, steel park benches, Victorian-style pathway
lighting, all the plantings and the Steel Gazebo and masonry at the corner of Clifton and Webster. These are
all fruits of the labors of Garden Walk volunteers.
Ever noticed the blue and yellow banners hanging from light poles throughout the neighborhood
proclaiming Sheffield the Garden District of Chicago?
Those were conceived by Association volunteers and
paid for with Garden Walk profits.
Ever seen the planter boxes on corners throughout
Sheffield or the hanging flower baskets on some light
poles in the neighborhood? Well, they weren’t conceived by nor were paid for by the City of Chicago!
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association people came
up with the idea. The boxes and baskets were bought
with, and installed using Garden Walk profits. They are
U.S. Census Bureau seeks temporary workers
The U.S. Census Bureau is hiring for the 2010 Census. These are temporary, part-time jobs with flexible evening and weekend hours, and the chance
to work near home. Call 1-866-861-2010 or visit
www.2010censusjobs.gov.

currently maintained through a partnership between the
SNA and A. Finkl & Sons. Absolutely no city funds are
involved.
Oscar Mayer School, St. James School, St. Josaphat’s
School, Lincoln Park High School and more than 10 other
neighborhood and Lincoln Park charities and service
organizations are annual beneficiaries of profits derived
from the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival. Since 2000,
over $200,000 has been donated to these organizations.
If you want to be involved in the Garden Walk in a
non-managerial position, please contact Laury Lewis at
lbl1948@yahoo.com or Richard Ashbeck at rtashbeck@
aol.com. It’s a very rewarding and fun experience. You’ll
meet lots of fun and interesting people and become an
integral part of the Sheffield neighborhood. Please join
us.
Laury Lewis is SNA Past President, Beautification and
Parks Chair, Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival Co-Chair
and Principal in Foliage Fantasies specializing in urban
gardens. Richard Ashbeck is SNA Treasurer and co-Chair
of the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.

Get involved!

H

ere are some opportunities for this year’s
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival Planning
Management Team and a brief description
of the duties and skills for each area:
1. Gate Managers: Supervise gate operations
at one of the three gates.
2. Volunteers Manager: Coordinate the
volunteer database, notify interested
volunteers what positions are open, and
make sure that volunteers know what time,
where, and who they report to. This is all
done online.
These are all volunteer positions. Please contact
either Laury Lewis, lbl1948@yahoo.com, or Richard
Ashbeck, rtashbeck@aol.com.
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Five honored with Sheffield Star Award
Photo for SNN by Ted Wrobleski

BY TED WROBLESKI

A

total of five Sheffield Star Awards were presented at the 2010 Annual Meeting on February 2. Each year since 1990, the Sheffield
Neighborhood Association has presented Star
Awards at its Annual Meeting to individuals or organizations that have made a unique contribution to the
SNA during the past year, have done some exceptional
work in our community in the past year, or have provided long-term service to the SNA or our community
over a long period of time.
One of the recipients this year was Fr. Patrick Harrity, C.M., who has stepped down as the pastor of St.
Vincent de Paul Parish and assumed a counseling position with DePaul University. Fr. Harrity was recognized
for his outstanding service not only to the parishioners
of St. Vincent’s, but also to the community at large. The
landmark church building and other facilities underwent continuing renovation during his term as pastor.
The parish has been noted for its outreach to the homeless with its food pantry and other services as well as its
appeal to young adults in the community. During his
term, St. Vincent’s parish and the SNA have strengthened their longstanding partnership in connection with
the Sheffield Garden Walk each year. Fr. Harrity’s ties
to the Sheffield community go back a long way, as he
grew up in the neighborhood, living in the home his
family owned on the 2100 block of Seminary for many
years.
The other four Star Awards were presented to
SNA officers and board members for their outstanding
long-term service to the SNA and to the community
– Hamish Forrest, Art Margulis, Paula Arnett, and Phil
Piazza. Hamish Forrest has left his position as Treasurer
after many years of service in that position. He has not
only diligently performed the not so glamorous duties
of keeping the day-to-day books of the SNA and working with our accountant on the necessary tax returns
and reports for a not-for-profit corporation, but has
headed the budget committee each year and worked
on the SNA’s donation recommendations, as well as as-

Five area residents received the Sheffield Star Award.

sisting Assistant Treasurer Art Margulis with the Sheffield
Garden Walk financial operations each year.
Art Margulis is leaving his position as Assistant
Treasurer as well after a number of years in charge of the
finances of the Garden Walk. Art’s duties included keeping track of the receipts and disbursements of one of the
largest self-managed neighborhood festivals in the Chicago
area. Each year he has not only kept the books, but also
organized the “counting room” during the festival, including enlisting volunteers to handle the gate donations and
ticket sales coming in during the weekend and making
sure that all the bands and vendors are paid, spending
many often thankless hours out of the spotlight that weekend making sure everything runs smoothly. Art has introduced a number of improvements to our counting system
that have made this task more efficient each year.
Board member Paula Arnett received a Star Award for
her long-time service to the SNA, especially as the chair
of the Membership Committee and for organizing the
Patrons’ Party for the Garden Walk for many years. Paula
has worked tirelessly to maintain our membership and
to solicit new members from residents, business owners, and others with ties to the Sheffield community. She
has used her contacts and experience as a real estate
broker in the community to aid her in finding new ways
to contact people and present them with the opportunity
to join the SNA. Paula has also organized one of the

best parties of the year each year, the Sheffield Garden
Walk Patrons’ Party. She has organized the volunteers,
found the neighborhood homes or other locations for
the party, and the businesses who donate items for the
patron’s “goodie bags” each year. This year Paula is
stepping down as Patrons’ Party chair, but has found a
worthy successor and will still be involved in neighborhood activities. As if she did not have enough to do,
she also writes an article about the real estate market in
Sheffield for the SNN.
Last but not least, a Star Award was given to Phil
Piazza. Phil has also been on the board for a number
of years and has, together with Ronnie Lenzi, been
responsible for putting on the annual Spaghetti Dinner
each fall. This family-oriented fun event is a community favorite. Phil has graciously coordinated and
provided much of the cooking and serving that makes
the Spaghetti Dinner so popular. Phil, who is one of
the owners of McGee’s on Webster, uses his expertise
and background in operating his business to make sure
the Spaghetti Dinner is a success each year. Without
volunteers like Phil, the Spaghetti Dinner would not be
possible. Phil is also involved in the management of
the Garden Walk, where McGee’s has been a sponsor
and participant for many years. Again, his business
skill and background provides know-how so that our
festival can succeed and continue to be self-managed,
unlike many of the other neighborhood street festivals
who find it necessary to hire professional management
and seem to lose some of their unique local character
as a result.
The SNA congratulates each one of these recipients
for their well-deserved Star Awards.
Ted Wrobleski is SNA First Vice President and chairs
SNA’s Planning Committee.

Sheffield Star Award

S

NA began the Sheffield Star Awards in 1990. They
were the brainchild of then-SNA President Maryanne Friend. The Sheffield Star Award can be given
to a person or entity that has:
1. Made a unique contribution to SNA during the
previous year;
2. Performed some special, exceptional work in our
community over the past year; and/or
3. Performed long-term service continuing over
many years to the community and/or to SNA.
Previous award winners are:
1990 – Lincoln Park Foods
1991 – Fr. Dominic Grassi, Pastor St. Josaphat Church
1992 – Carl Grundhoefer
1993 – Sandy Kresler
1994 – Megs Langdon (posthumously)
1995 – Tom Lawson, Eric Carpenter and Ted Wrobleski
1996 – Cornelia Kalendar
1997 – Polly Kelly
1998 – Louise Storino and Cheryl Urban
1999 – Kelly Chevalier and Kent Griffiths
2000 – Rich Hurtado and Joseph Leone, Chicago Park
District, and Jim and Jan Patterson
2001 – Jane Hampson and 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley
and Staff
2002 – Otto and Inge Teske and Judith Lauth Casey
2003 – Sr. Catherine Marie Norris, D.C. of the St. Vincent
de Paul Center, Fr. Donald Ours, C.M. Pastor St. Vincent de
Paul Parish and John Lag
2004 – Robert Birkmeyer and Patrick Casey
2005 – John Roberts and Laury Lewis
2006 – Warren Gast, Principal St. James Lutheran School,
Robert Blitstein, Principal Oscar Mayer Grammar School,
Elizabeth Rusin, Principal, St. Josaphat Catholic School.
2007 – Ron Lenzi, Fran Casey (DePaul University) and A.
Finkl & Sons
2008 – Scott Swanson and UPS drivers Damon Flint and
Floyd Linton
2009 – Marena Swenson and Joseph Geinosky and Michael Williams
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Sidewalk cafés enliven our neighborhood
Community reviews café plans for Sal’s Deli
BY PATTY HAYES

B

almy weather, Sheffield Garden Walk &
Festival preparations, and soon to-be shouts
of “school’s out” mark the beginning of summer and the appearance of sidewalk cafes
throughout the neighborhood.
Sidewalk cafes don’t just appear: the City of
Chicago imposes strict guidelines on the operators of
sidewalk cafes.
The sidewalk café season runs from March 1
through December 1. A business seeking approval
must submit a detailed application, including the exact
length and width of the proposed sidewalk café area,
photographs, seating plan, and landscaping requirements. The application must include the Alderman’s
signature.
A sidewalk café operator must hold a valid retail
food establishment license, and food must be offered
for sale during the hours of operation. Only alcoholic
beverages sold by the operator are allowed at sidewalk
cafes. A café cannot operate “BYOB.”
The city expects sidewalk cafés to enhance the
neighborhood. The landscaping requirements of the
ordinance are very specific. At least 50% of the café
boundary must be covered with planter boxes of a
minimum size and contain live plants.
The Sheffield neighborhood sidewalk café hours of
operation are 8:00 am to 10 pm. Music is not permitted
at any sidewalk café.
Unlike other licenses, sidewalk café licenses require an annual reapplication.
Sidewalk cafes are usually very welcomed by our
neighborhood. However, should a business not comply
with the City’s strict guidelines of sidewalk café operations, a fine of $200 to $500 will be issued for each
offense.
The SNA Neighborhood Relations Committee
held a community meeting on February 25 at DePaul
University’s John Richardson Library to discuss a new
sidewalk café application from Sal’s Deli at 1013 W.
Webster. The hours of operation will be 8 am to 9 pm.
Sal’s Deli will not have table service; the patrons will
order and pay for their food inside the deli. Many community members attended the meeting and had very
positive comments about the addition of Sal’s Deli’s
sidewalk café.
Based upon this community input and the recommendation of the committee, the SNA board voted at its

March meeting not to object to the application for a café
at Sal’s Deli.
Separately, John’s Place recently requested approval

Community reviews Kith and Kin request
to extend liquor service hours

T

he SNA Neighborhood Relations Committee held a community meeting on Thursday,
February 25, at DePaul University’s John Richardson Library to allow neighbors to review a
presentation by Kith and Kin (1119 W. Webster, former
site of La Canasta). Kith and Kin requested that its liquor license hours be extended to midnight seven days
a week from its existing liquor service hours, which
were Sunday until 9 pm, Monday through Thursday
until 10 pm, and Friday and Saturday until midnight.
These hours were limited per a “Plan of Operation,” a
written plan that addresses specific concerns related
to a liquor license application pursuant to the city’s
Deleterious Impact Ordinance. Several community
members attended the meeting and raised no major
objections, but offered suggestions such as removing
heavy ice accumulation on the front roof area and adding an ashtray outside for smokers.
Kith and Kin is preparing an updated Plan of
Operation to present to 32nd Ward Alderman Scott
Waguespack. The plan also will address such issues
as monitoring noise from open exterior windows and
a commitment to be a community partner with the Association.
Based upon community input received at the
meeting and via email and the recommendation of the
Neighborhood Relations Committee, the SNA board
voted at its March meeting not to object to the request
of Kith and Kin to extend its liquor service until midnight.
—Patty Hayes, Chair, SNA Neighborhood Relations
Committee

to be open on Mondays and to operate its sidewalk café
seven days a week.
Cafes in the Sheffield neighborhood currently
include: Starbucks (Webster/Halsted), McGees, Italian
Ice (Metropolis), Tarantino’s, Ja Grill, Sai Café, Athenian
Room, Glascott’s, Argo Tea, Hanabi, John’s Place, and
Webster’s Wine Bar.
Patty Hayes chairs SNA’s Community Relations Committee.
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SNA donations support schools, community organizations

E

ach year, the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association donates funds to local schools and
community organizations that do good work
in and around our neighborhood. We’ve asked
the recipients of these donations to tell us about what
they do:
Christopher House
With the economy still struggling, 2009 proved to be
a difficult year for Chicago’s working poor, which left
families with limited options, and forced them to make
tough decisions about which bills to pay and how they
will feed their children this winter. Now more than
ever, these families rely on Christopher House’s quality
early childhood education, innovative after-school
programs, nutritious food from our pantry, convenient
ESL and GED courses, special help for teen parents
and accessible family counseling services. All of these
services are made possible by our generous donors, like
the Sheffield Neighborhood Association.
Here’s a powerful example of how your support is
helping families thrive: Jill is a single mother who wants
the best for her children, but she faces challenges every
day and it’s often difficult just to provide the basics.
She knew her three-year-old daughter, April, was special and exceptionally bright. Knowing about Christopher House’s strong reputation for providing high-quality early childhood education for low-income families,
she called and enrolled April in our pre-school. After
attending several parent workshops, Jill began to understand the changes she needed to make in her own life
to ensure April’s continued success – providing more
nutritious food, opening a savings account, and becoming more involved at school. At Christopher House, Jill
has also found a community of parents, struggling with
the obstacles of poverty to provide support and encouragement, along with resources including our food
pantry, counseling, and financial assistance program.
Join us for our 20th Annual Gala at the Ravenswood
Billboard Factory. Visit www.christopherhouse.org for
more information!
Thank you for your generosity to Christopher
House!
Lakefront Sculpture Exhibit
Now in its ninth year, the Lakefront Sculpture Exhibit
(LSE) was created to address the lack of large-scale
public art in the area. Previous displays at Navy Pier,
downtown, and along Michigan Avenue failed to reach
our community, one that includes many art patrons and
subscribers.
LSE enriches the community by bringing art into
our neighborhood while supporting local, valuable
artists. The goal of the project is to enhance our sense
of community by involving residents, businesses, and
associations in participating in a unified activity.
In its first year, there were eight sculptures sited
around the 43rd Ward. Last year, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association sponsored the steel and granite
piece, “Is It Too Late,” by Terry Karpowicz, installed at
Dickens and Halsted. This year, there will be at least
20 pieces to be installed as far north as Irving Park,
south to Division, and as far west as Ashland Avenue.
A “Call for Artists” is issued at the beginning of the
year through artist registrations, galleries, and on-line
organizations. Artists submit a to-scale representation
of their proposal, along with a bio, information about
their work, and photographs of previous works. Each
sponsor/organization sends a representative to serve on
the jury reviewing the submissions. The jury views the
previous works to determine an artist’s ability to actually recreate their proposal as a full-scale work. Each
juror rates each piece that is submitted. When all of
the jurors have voted on each work, the votes are tallied and the works that have the highest number of total
points are awarded their commission.
Artists receive a $1,500 award. The cost of the
material alone is more than they receive. Typically, the
total value of all of the works in the show is over half a
million dollars. The works remains on display for one
year and are available for purchase after the conclusion
of the show. Almost all of the artists also work in different types of media, so if there is a particular artist’s style
that you like, feel free to contact him or her to learn
about other, more appropriately sized works that might
be a better fit.
Each year, there is a kick-off party to celebrate the
show, the artists and the sponsors. Mark your calen-

A resident of St. Mary’s Home is assisted by a rehabilitation
team.

Last year, SNA sponsored the steel and granite piece, “Is It Too
Late,” by Terry Karpowicz, installed at Dickens and Halsted.

dars now for Friday night, June 4. Everyone is welcome.
The party will be held at the Sedgwick Studios, under
the Sedgwick Brown Line stop at 1544 N. Sedgwick, and
it will begin at 6:30 pm. There will also be a mid-year
event later in the summer. The Sheffield Neighborhood
News will have more information when it is closer to the
event.
While we are already excited about the tenth annual
show, this year promises to be exciting and filled with
many fun events. Visit the website at www.ChicagoLSE.
org for photos from previous shows, maps, and additional
information. LSE provides the installation, insurance, and
promotional costs. All funds raised are expended each
year for the purpose of the show. LSE is an Illinois 501(c)
(3) corporation.
Lester and Rosalie Anixter Center
Anixter Center is a human service agency that gets to see
the best in people every day. We see it in the people with
disabilities who use our employment, health, residential,
and educational services, and we see it in the families,
neighbors, community partners, and business people who
offer their support through volunteering and donations.
We work with adults and children who live with
physical, sensory, cognitive, and developmental
disabilities. Many are working toward greater
independence and self-direction, with great success and
optimism for the future.
Volunteers are invaluable to Anixter Center.
Especially in difficult economic times, volunteers offer
the personal, one-on-one support that is the foundation
of Anixter Center’s commitment to people who live with
disabilities. Literacy and living skills, such as balancing
a checkbook or sending an email, are frequent volunteer
activities.
The generous support from the Sheffield
Neighborhood Association assists in many ways, but most
importantly your donation provides program materials for
groups and classes for people with disabilities to build
their skills and get the support they need to live, learn,
work, and play in the community. Thank you for your
donations and volunteer hours.
Come to the next Inside Anixter gathering to learn
more—and bring a friend. The dates are posted at www.
anixter.org as are the contact numbers for Anixter’s businesses and employment services. Or contact Amy Laboy
at alaboy@anixter.org to explore—or design—your perfect volunteer opportunity!
Little Sisters of the Poor
Where would you turn in your old age if you could
no longer care for yourself, had few resources, and no
friends or family who could take you in or pay for your
care? The Little Sisters of the Poor are here for the poorest

seniors in our community, people of all backgrounds
and religions.
Our St. Mary’s Home is in your backyard, at the
corners of Belden and Lakewood. We provide a familylike home for 76 residents who need full-time nursing
care, and independent living apartments for an additional 58 low-income seniors.
Paying all of our bills is a constant challenge. The
government funding we receive to assist with resident
care covers slightly more than half of what we spend
per resident. The other half comes from donors like
you who partner with us in our mission of caring for the
poor.
With the funds from the Sheffield Garden Walk
and Festival, we will purchase new Bingo cards, a new
Bingo ball cage, and Bingo prizes for our elderly poor
tesidents all year long. All of our Residents love Bingo;
in fact, they asked our Activities Director, Helen, to
plan a “Bingo Marathon” this past January. They played
Bingo from noon until 8 pm!
With your help, we are able to provide a home
where caring Sisters and staff treat our residents with
respect, compassion, and dignity. Would you like to
become a community partner? Give us a call at (773)
935-9600 or find us at www.littlesistersofthepoor.org.
Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
Founded in 1999, the Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative (LPCRI) is a partnership of the Lincoln
Park community organizations and DePaul University.
The goal of the LPCRI is to collect, document and preserve the shared history of DePaul and the Lincoln Park
community. To encourage contributions to the Lincoln
Park Neighborhood Collection in the DePaul University Library, the LPCRI develops and supports research,
publications, exhibits and educational programs about
the Lincoln Park community.
The LPCRI advisory committee is made up of DePaul University faculty, staff and community members.
They meet quarterly to discuss research projects and

Lauren Fischer, Marge Fauteux, Diane Gonzalez, Judy Casey,
Tom Fuechtmann, Fran Casey, Julia Van Vliet, Kathryn DeGraff, Amy Tyson. and Ted Wrobleski gathered to celebrate
LPCRI’s 10th anniversary on November 5, 2009.

plan educational programming for the spring and fall.
The work of the LPCRI supports DePaul’s strategic plan
goal of civic and community engagement.
The LPCRI is funded solely by neighborhood organizations and businesses in Lincoln Park. We would
like to thank the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
for its continued support of our efforts over the years.
On November 5, 2009, the Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative celebrated its 10th anniversary
at the Chicago History Museum. After several years of
conversations, the collaborative effort between CHM
and the Research Initiative came to fruition in the exhibit, Lincoln Park Block by Block.
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The celebration included a welcome from CHM
President Gary Johnson, a presentation by the New Leaf
Theatre and interactive research projects by DePaul
University students. In thanking the assembled guests,
Fran Casey said that the 10th anniversary celebration
was the culmination of a very positive partnership between the Lincoln Park community and DePaul University to document, preserve, and honor a shared history
for 110 years.
The Research Initiative committee expressed its
deep gratitude to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association and other community groups for their support, which has enabled this organization to provide
programming that brings the community together and
strengthens neighborhood pride.
Lincoln Park Community Shelter
On a cold February night 25 years ago, the Lincoln Park
Community Shelter (LPCS) opened the doors to its first
homeless guests. The idea for a neighborhood shelter
was first formed when a group of neighbors got together
to discuss a way they could help the homeless in their
community. The mission of the LPCS is to bring the
community together to empower homeless men and
women to make life changes. First opened in 1985, the
LPCS is entirely privately funded and volunteer-driven.
Truly a community-based organization, the LPCS has
always been operated by an annual pool of more than
1,500 volunteers.
The LPCS provides its guests with three meals a
day, safe and comfortable accommodations, referrals
to job training programs, and even in-house life-skills
classes on topics such as financial management. Monies donated by the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
will be used fund the Community Engagement Program
(CEP). CEP provides low-demand basic services and
hospitality to homeless individuals or those at risk of
homelessness in the community. Guests at CEP have
access to a hot meal, food pantry and clothing closet,
showers, laundry, and basic case management. The
goal is to begin the change process with these individuals by engaging them in ongoing services, including
interim housing.
To find out more about the Lincoln Park Community Shelter, please visit our website: www.lpcsonline.org.
If you would like to volunteer at LPCS, contact Katie
McNamara at 773-549-6111 or email her at LPCSinfo@
LPCSonline.org.
Lincoln Park High School
Lincoln Park High School is rocking and rolling their
way to the top. As one of the top high schools in the
city, LPHS has received approximately 5,500 applications for fall admissions, higher than any other year. A
neighborhood school with magnet programs continues
to excel and populate the community with accolades
from all its programs. LPHS thanks SNA for its generous
donation, which will be used to beautify our gardens.
National College of Teachers of English ranked the
school’s literary magazine, The Lion’s Pause, as Excellent, and was one of 17 in Illinois with the same ranking.
The accolades continue as LPHS received news
that the school’s Pep Band made the All-State level music conference in Peoria, Illinois. It will be performing
for the IHSA State Finals. We are proud to report that
the school has 9 National Merit-Semi Finalists, 2 National Achievement, and 11 Commended for National
Merit and 2 National Hispanic Finalists.
In science, the school reports 14 students have
advanced to the regional Science Fair competition.
The last four years, LPHS advanced to the International
Science Fair competition and twice brought home the
title. They are on its way again. In February, LPHS was
a recipient of a Fidelity-sponsored grant in which four
schools in each of four states were selected to receive
$25,000 worth of musical instruments.
Google also recognized LPHS by granting it five
laptops; two were given to top female math students
and two to top male math students. The Math Department head also received a laptop.
February was African-American Heritage Month.
LPHS celebrated by entering students into the Black
History essay competition. Over 400 essays were submitted from Lincoln Park, but LPHS was the only school
with multiple winners. It is not surprising to note that
the championship recipient was a LPHS student. The
school also had a second runner-up; in addition to
those accolades, the school also won the category of
“Most Essays Submitted.” In January, LPHS had two
Posse Scholarship winners. The accolades go on and on

		
and don’t end.
Our neighborhood school continues to make us
proud. More and more families are recognizing this topranking high school as one of the best high schools in the
country and have already listed it as a top choice for their
children.
The question remains: Who will take over LPHS next
year? Dr. Bessie Karvelas, LPHS principal, has announced
her retirement. She has done many great things at the
school. Under her administration, the school was ranked
in the top 100 schools in the country; the International
Baccalaureate program has ranked in the top 10% in
the world; there have been perfect scores on the ACT
five years in a row; national merit semi-finalist numbers
continue to compete with those of selective enrollment
schools. Who is going to keep the academic momentum
going? We will soon find out.
Lincoln Park Village
What a difference a year makes!
Last spring, Lincoln Park Village had just received its
startup grant from the Sheffield Neighborhood Association and was moving toward its grand opening in June.
This spring, the Village counts more than 140 members,
80 volunteers, a network of thoroughly vetted service
providers, and strong partnerships with three Chicago
institutions recognized as leaders in health and wellness
for seniors. And we’ve only just begun.
Once the Village opened, our community of Lincoln
Park became part of a national movement empowering
people to take charge of their lives by choosing to age in
place, with peace of mind and enjoyment. More than 50
such villages currently are operating across the country,
with another 100 in formation. With one phone call,
Village members gain access to a full range of vetted services, programs, and customized attention to make their
lives at home easier. A unique and extensive calendar
of volunteer-run educational and social programs, aptly
dubbed “the village university,” builds community and

More than 100 people attended Lincoln Park Village’s Brain
Fitness forum on October 31, 2009, at the DePaul University
Student Center--one in a series of regular health and wellness
programs offered by the Village.

ensures strong neighbor-to-neighbor connections and
friendships.
As the Village builds community, we are committed
to bringing this opportunity to residents with limited income. A grant from the Sheffield Neighborhood Association in support of Member-Plus, our subsidized program
offering reduced-rate membership, now is making it
possible for even more neighbors to fully participate in
Village services and programs.
As Chicago’s first village, supporting the startup of
others in Chicago, Lincoln Park Village wants and needs
everyone’s involvement. So many of you already are fully
engaged with us. Please check our website, www.lincolnparkvillage.org, call us at 773-248-8700, volunteer,
come to our programs, discover — or re-discover — how
interesting a Lincoln Park start-up can be.
Mary Crane Center
Since its founding in 1907 by Jane Addams as a part of
Hull House, the Mary Crane Center has been dedicated
to promoting the comprehensive early education and development of children of low-income families. Today, the
agency provides school-readiness programs, personal enrichment activities, and family support services at six sites
in four neighborhoods – Austin, Garfield Park, Lincoln
Park, and Rogers Park. The Center provides high-quality
day care and early childhood education programs to
nearly 300 children, ages six weeks to 5 years, each day.
Mary Crane Center is committed to the belief that
every child deserves the best possible start in life and
as such offers: nurturing, qualified, bilingual teachers;
access and exposure to language tools; playtime that inspires child-to-child interaction; daily structured outdoor
play; a culturally rich and diverse classroom environment; nutritional meals and snacks; and low teacher-tostudent ratios. Our daily curriculum encourages lan-
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Children of low-income families are the focus of the Mary
Crane Center.

guage, problem-solving, and critical thinking skills and
places an emphasis on early literacy development.
The Center also offers arts and cultural programs,
model classrooms, professional development for
teachers, identification of and treatment for special
needs, parenting classes, and child care scholarships.
Funding from the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
will be used to purchase curriculum materials that
will help children to develop healthy habits for life
by bringing movement and healthy eating practices
into the classroom in fun and interesting ways. These
training tools will also develop science, language, and
math skills. To learn more, visit www.marycrane.org.
Oscar Mayer Magnet School
Oscar Mayer Magnet School is a public pre-K through
8th-grade school in Chicago’s Lincoln Park neighborhood that is undergoing an exhilarating transformation.
In 2007, Mayer became one of three CPS schools to
implement the Montessori Curriculum. The curriculum
is based on a fundamental belief that a child learns best
within a social environment that supports and respects
each individual’s unique development.
In fall 2008, Mayer introduced the rigorous International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (IB MYP)
curriculum for students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades. Mayer
anticipates certification for this program in fall 2010.
IB MYP is a program of global education designed to
help students develop the knowledge, understanding,
attitudes, and skills necessary to participate actively
and responsibly in a changing world. We are also a
Fine and Performing Arts school. We are able to offer
all of our students Drama, Visual Arts, and Music.
On top of our academic programs, we have many
initiatives that help teach students how to take care of
their world around them. Our school is committed to
recycling, composting, building a community garden,
and providing service to local organizations. Monies
donated by the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
have directly improved our student programs. This
year’s donation was used to enhance our fine arts
program. To find out more about our school, please
visit our websites, www.mayer.cps.k12.il.us or www.
friendsofmayer.org.
St. James Lutheran Church and School
St. James Lutheran Church and School thanks the Sheffield Neighborhood Association for its generous donation, which helps continue to fulfill the organization’s
mission – to reach out with Christ’s love to the people
of the city and to create a community of faith here in
Chicago.
Located on the corner of Fremont and Dickens, the
St. James campus houses three buildings: the church at
2050 N. Fremont, the school at 2101 N. Fremont, and
the parsonage at 2046 N. Fremont. Serving Chicago
since 1869, the church has sought to create a caring
community in the urban context that is welcoming and
inviting. The SNA helps create this community through
its donation. The money is used to support social ministry, which provides food and care at the holidays and
CTA passes for disadvantaged people in the neighborhood.
Included in the community is a school that serves
families with children in preschool through eighth
grade and is dedicated to enhancing the intellectual,
social, spiritual, and emotional growth of its students.
As the oldest continuously operating school in the
City of Chicago, it boasts a proud heritage of providing a quality education in a Christian environment to
children from the community. Through its donation,
the SNA is part of providing need-based scholarships,
Continued on page 8
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allowing for more diversity in the school.
For more information about St. James, please visit
our website at www.stjames-lutheran.org.
St. Josaphat Parish
St. Josaphat Parish and School are grateful to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association for its continuing
support of our ministries and community services. Like
everyone else, 2009 was a challenging year for many of
our families and those who rely upon us. The two donations from SNA helped us continue to meet the needs of
the homeless who come to our door Monday through
Friday for a cup of soup, a sandwich, something sweet,
a hat, or pair of gloves. On a daily basis, we welcome
between 20 and 45 individuals and are able to give
them some nourishment and warmth. As soon as the
weather turns nicer, we change the menu to a soda and
sandwich or treat to help them get through the day.

St. Josaphat students deliver food to homeless people.

This year, our School Board, anticipating the greater
need of many parish households, doubled the amount
of financial assistance available to families in our parish school from $50,000 to $100,000. We have been
blessed to see an ever-increasing enrollment in the
parish school — for which we are planning on building
an addition to accommodate everyone — but we also
have increased needs for those struggling to make ends
meet. The donations from Sheffield are a wonderful
help in meeting these important community needs.
We have also been happy to be part of the Catholics Come Home this year, welcoming many Catholics
back to regular participation and membership! Truly a
reflection of our description,
“A church to come home to since 1883.”
St. Josaphat School
St. Josaphat School is happy to be making major additions to its technology program, thanks to the gen-

St. Josaphat School purchased two interactive white boards
with funds donated by SNA.

erosity of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association. The
school recently purchased two interactive white boards,
one for the junior high students and one for the primary
grade-level students. Teachers received training on how
to operate the boards and how to use them effectively in
their classrooms.
Students are benefitting from this advanced technology in many ways. The boards allow the teacher to project
curricular materials so the entire class can view a math
problem, for instance, and students can go to the board
and with the touch of a stylus, manipulate the board. It
allows teachers to easily address numerous learning styles
at once. For instance, auditory learners can still hear the
presentation, visual learners can easily see it live and in
color, while kinesthetic learners can benefit from going
to the board to manipulate the tools. Both teachers and
students appreciate the ability of the interactive white
board software to save what was on the board for use
the next day, whereas, with traditional white boards, the
work would be erased.
Students in today’s classrooms have been raised in an
interactive world. They respond to this type of interactivity in the classroom. Students have already reported that
they find themselves listening and paying attention more
in classes that use the interactive white boards. They have
also reported that they understand what is happening in
the classroom better than before.
We are truly grateful to the SNA for supporting our
efforts to increase our students’ access to cutting-edge
educational technology.
St. Teresa of Avila Church
St. Teresa of Avila Church is proud to be a part of a supportive community. With the help of our friends, neighbors, and parishioners, we have been able to sustain
and maintain education programs and a social outreach
ministry, and participate in wider community events.
Perhaps most important to the St. Teresa of Avila
community is our emphasis on education and outreach.
Within our community, we support six different children
and adult education programs that focus not only on
teaching the Catholic faith, but also social justice within
our own community, as well as on a global level, focusing on the importance of faith in action. In living out
those teachings, we also support our social outreach
ministry. The social outreach ministry fosters programs
such as the St. Teresa Food Pantry, the Loaves and Fishes
Dinner, the School Supply Drive, and H.U.G.S., which
provides warm clothing and accessories to those in need.
With the help of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association,
we have been able to repair our kitchen equipment for
the use of our Food Pantry and Loaves and Fishes Dinner,

Let us count the ways — to be of service

I

n this issue, the SNA has showcased the recipients of grants it awarded to organizations
and institutions in our community that reach out to others. The recipients of our donations
can always use a pair of extra hands to say nothing of a few extra dollars.
The SNA, too, can use your help as a member of its many committees. (See page 1.) In
addition, other choices abound within Sheffield, Lincoln Park, and Chicago.
For example, many homeless, women’s, and animal shelters are looking for help. Working
at food pantries can bring you closer to the basic needs of our neighbors. Schools and churches
offer tutoring and after-school programs for children that can always benefit from more assistance. Experiences such as reading to the blind, rocking babies, and sitting with chemotherapy
patients likewise are all available within easy reach of Sheffield. To identify these opportunities,
one source is Lincoln Park Connect, www.lincolnparkconnect.com.
If you desire something more esoteric, consider volunteer travel programs. Search that
phrase on the Internet and you will find a wide variety of programs in the U.S. and around the
world that you may have never known existed.
For a 24/7/almost-365 experience, explore sponsoring an exchange student, bringing a
global perspective to your home while providing temporary family and cultural experiences to
a teen from another country. One trusted source for this is the AFS (formerly American Field
Service). Its Chicago coordinator, Linda Mellis, lives in Wrightwood and can be contacted at
773-327-9123 or mellisfamily@rcn.com for more information.
And let us appreciate our good fortune in having so many opportunities to give back.
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as well as supporting operational costs. Every week, we
have hundreds of people who share with us in these
ministries. In return, we also lend help to other outreach organizations in our area.
While St. Teresa of Avila Church is not the largest
parish in the community, we have a big heart. This little
parish in the big city has been blessed with a community that is so willing to give themselves in the service
to others. St. Teresa of Avila Church is thankful for the
support received from the community. We are continuously humbled by those we serve.
St. Vincent de Paul Center
Since 1915, St. Vincent de Paul Center has helped those
who are most vulnerable to reach their greatest potential.
A Daughters of Charity-sponsored social service agency,
it provides early childhood education, after-school programs, and social services to working families, outreach
to those who are homeless or at-risk of becoming homeless, and assistance to seniors. The Center is located in
the Lincoln Park neighborhood and serves over 1,700
clients annually from all areas of Chicago.
St. Vincent’s child development program provides
care for over 440 children, ranging in age from three
months to 13 years. Programs include early childhood
education, preschool, and kindergarten, and a before/
after-school/summer camp. St. Vincent’s master’s-level
social workers provide social services support for both
children and families.

St. Vincent de Paul Center provides a variety of programs for
homeless people and seniors.

The Center’s homeless outreach program offers
services to homeless individuals and those in danger
of becoming homeless through preventive measures,
provides basic needs items to the clients, and connects
them with programs and services such as housing, employment, recovery, and education.
St. Vincent’s also provides outreach, assistance,
and case management for more than 100 low-income,
isolated, and mobility-limited Chicago seniors.
Funding for these programs’ operating expenses
comes from government contracts and grants, foundation grants, and private donations. Thanks to the donation from the Sheffield Neighborhood Association and
the generosity of so many, we can continue to provide
quality programs at St. Vincent’s. We thank all who
have given so much to the Center and are grateful for
their continuous support.
For more information or to become a volunteer,
please contact Molly Savage at (312) 943-6776, ext.
2220, or at msavage@svdpc.org.
Other Donations
In addition to these organizations, SNA donated to the
following groups in 2009: Greater Little Rock Church,
Salvation Army, and St. Vincent de Paul Church (to feed
the needy).

Sheffield’s history is
just one click away

I

nterested in the history of your neighborhood?
Ever ponder where Sheffield got its name?
Curious about who Clybourn was? Wonder
when institutions, schools, and churches
became part of Sheffield? Contemplate the effect of
public transportation on Sheffield? Think about how
the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival started?
Now you can find all this information
and more on the SNA website. Visit www.
sheffieldneighborhood.org and click on the new tab,
“History of Sheffield.”
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Community safety update
BY JOHN ROBERTS

1

. Safety Tips
Burglary
Spring is just around the corner, so you should
plan a safety check inside and outside your
house or condo. A couple of simple checks will help
prevent theft:
• Check the windows to make sure they have not
sustained any visible wear.
• Check that all the window latches are in good
working order.
• Make sure that there are no ladders or similar
means for a thief to gain entry.
• Check that any burglar bars are secure.
• Make sure you had your burglar alarm serviced: always have the monitoring service call
the police first, then the people on your contact
list.
At the last CAPS meeting, the police had some
interesting guests lecture on burglary prevention: eight
convicted burglars who are completing their sentences
at a halfway house. They offered insight into their
methods and what they look for in the targeted house.
Most worked alone and would case a neighborhood
before coming back to complete the burglary. They all
commented that a house with the drapes open would
give them an inventory of what was there to take. The
average time they spent in a house was 5 to 10 minutes,
even with an alarm system, as they knew from experience what the average police response time was and
would be gone before the police arrived. Some would
use a backpack or a small piece of luggage to carry the
stolen items away.
They also commented that unless a safe was large
enough or bolted to the floor, they could carry it out,
stash it in the garbage can, and come back for it later.
The police officers again preached that if you see someone or something suspicious, call 911.
This is another fine example of why CAPS meetings
must be supported and attended. The Chicago police
department wants this outreach program to educate
the public on ways to support their efforts to make the
streets safe.
Fire safety
This is a good time to replace the batteries in your
smoke alarms. A good practice to get into is when the
clocks change so should your smoke detector batteries.
Be considerate to the Chicago Fire Department
when out shoveling your walk by taking the extra time
to clear a path to and around the fire hydrants; the
couple of minutes it takes could be crucial in case of a
fire in the neighborhood.
2. New Technology Alerts Residents with Public Safety
Info and Uses Social Media Tools
The Chicago Police Department announced a new public safety alert strategy and the use of social media tools
to enhance communication between police officers and
residents. Nixle, an alert notification system that sends
messages to registered subscribers, now will be used to
send public safety information to individuals via email
or text messages. Residents will have the opportunity
to receive by cell phone and Web-enabled device the
most recent updates about critical situations affecting the City. The Nixle system is secure and ensures
subscribers’ information is protected and that messages
are authentic.
To begin, Chicago Police will issue community and
business alerts, missing person alerts, Amber Alerts for
the Cook County area, CAPS beat meeting information
and relevant news releases to subscribers. Individuals
can register by visiting the Chicago Police Department’s
CLEARpath Web site at www.chicagopolice.org and
establishing themselves as Nixle users.
In addition to the Nixle alert service, the Department maintains a Facebook page, which will be
updated with news and information on the Chicago
Police. At present, the Department’s page has more
than 6,800 fans.
Another source of information is Blog 501, created
for the direct exchange of ideas between CPD Superintendent Weis and Department members. While only
Chicago Police members can post messages at this site,
the comments can be viewed by the general public
and accessed at the Department’s CLEARpath site at

www.chicagopolice.org. Blog 501 has logged more than
95,000 hits.
3. Crime Track
The SNA has tracked the major incidences of crime, to
keep the neighbors informed. Your vigilance has
helped the police to keep this area’s crime incidence
down. Please keep up the good work by getting involved
with the CAPS meetings and calling 911.
This is the seventh installment of a pilot project
to track certain crimes. Initially, the project will track
crimes to persons that occur on the streets, sidewalks,
and alleys, as well as in residential garages, parking lots,
and parks. The statistics will be somewhat dated in that
they are based upon what is available from the Chicago
Police Department’s CLEARpath website on the date that
material must be submitted for publication. Thus, for this
issue, the project tracked crimes from January 6, 2010
through February 25, 2010. This is not every incident but
gives a good representation of the activity.
DAY/TIME		
January 09/9:55 PM
January 18/4:15 PM
January 19/10:30 PM
January 22/5:45 AM
January 22/6:30 PM
February 13/5:00 AM

BLOCK		
2200 N. Bissell
900 W. Fullerton
2200 N. Fremont
2200 N. Kenmore
2200 N Fremont
1000 W. Belden

LOCATION
Street
Street
Street
Street
Sidewalk
Alley

CRIME TYPE
Aggravated Assault
Simple Battery
Robbery (strong armed)
Robbery
Simple Battery
Robbery (strong armed)

TOTALS
January 6-February 25 (approximately 50 days) 6 incidents = 1 incident per 8.33 days
October 19-January 5 (approximately 74 days) 22 incidents = 1 incident per 3.36 days
August 9-October 16 (approximately 70 days) 19 incidents = 1 incident per 3.68 days
June 7-August 8 (approximately 57 days) 14 incidents =
1 incident per 4.07 days
April 12-June 6 (approximately 57 days) 9 incidents = 1
incident per 6.33 days
Feb. 14-April 11 (approximately 57 days) 9 incidents = 1
incident per 6.33 days
Jan. 1- Feb. 13 (approximately 57 days) 7 incidents = 1
incident per 9.5 days
At the last CAPS meeting, the police handed out the
crime incidents as reported on ClearPath for the previous
month. Once again overall crime is down throughout
the 18th District. We must continue to support the efforts
of the men and women of the 18th District to continue in
this trend. Attend the CAPS meeting and show support.
To use the ClearPath website, see the Community
Safety Update in the March/April 2009 issue of this newsletter, available on line at www.sheffieldneighborhoodassociation.org by selecting the Newsletters tab on the left
and then clicking on “here” in “Click here for archived
news articles.”
4. Upcoming Dates to Remember
CAPS Meetings:
The Chicago police department monthly CAPS meetings
are helpful in understanding the policing efforts in our
district (the 18th). The police prepare charts and maps
that identify all crimes committed in the last month and
discuss their efforts to arrest the perpetrators. They also
bring the incident reports if a member of the community
wants further details of a crime. In addition, the police
bring guest speakers from the various departments to
discuss their roles in the prevention of crime and give
helpful suggestions on how the community can help. The
police have a number of pamphlets pointing out ways to
protect yourself and the community, as well.
Attending a CAPS meeting is the best way to communicate your concerns to the officers who patrol your
community. SNA members attend the meetings, but they
need your support. I strongly urge members of the community to take an active interest in the CAPS program to
show community support for the police.
*Beat 1811 & 1813 (North Ave north to Fullerton, Sheffield west to the Chicago River)
March 17, April 21 at 7 pm
St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland.
*Beat 1812 (Armitage Ave north to Fullerton, Sedgwick
then Clark west to Sheffield
March 10, April 14 at 6:30 pm
St. Vincent DePaul Center, 2145 N.
Halsted
John Roberts chairs SNA’s Community Safety Committee.
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Trebes Park, Clover
Playlot Advisory
Councils formed —
get involved
BY LAURY LEWIS

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA)
is pleased to announce that Park Advisory
Councils (PAC) have been formed for both
Trebes Park and Clover Playlot. We are looking for interested neighbors to help determine the
future of Sheffield’s parks. The first advisory meeting
will be held on March 25.
In 2009, the Chicago Park District (CPD) mandated
that park advisory councils be formed for Trebes Park
and Clover Playlot. The CPD is committed to the improvement of its parks by enhancing their maintenance,
beauty, and recreational programs. A successful partnership between the PAC and the CPD will help enhance
the parks as important centers of community activity.
PACs are independent and separate entities apart
from the CPD. Their role is to provide recommendations and suggestions to the CPD regarding their respective parks but they have no authority or power related
to the CPD, City of Chicago, or State of Illinois. Membership in the PAC is voluntary and the CPD accepts
no responsibility for the actions of PAC officers and
members. The CPD cannot provide funding for a PAC
and may not hold funds for a PAC. Further, the CPD
reserves all authority to make policy and administrative decisions. Thus, PACs may not mandate activities,
programs, or policies. The CPD retains all authority to
set fee structures and establish operating procedures for
the park facilities.
The purpose and goals of the PAC include:
1. To provide the CPD’s local, regional, and administrative staff with an advisory voice on matters
relating to its specific park. These include facilities
improvements, programming, landscaping, budgeting, safety/security, and overall evaluations of
service.
2. Conducting fundraising events for the purpose of generating revenue to fund the purchase
of equipment, additional programming, or other
improvements.
The benefits of a PAC include:
1. Recognition as an organization that can
effectively relate the community’s goals and visions
for the parks to the CPD.
2. Updates on various park projects and
programs.
3. Appropriate space (when/where available) for
meetings of the PAC.
4. A link to the PAC web page included on the
CPD web site.
5. Invitation to the annual “Advisory Council
Appreciation Day” picnic.
The SNA is asking for volunteers to submit applications to become a PAC member. A PAC member can
be a member of more than one PAC; however, a PAC
member cannot be an officer of more than one PAC.
Any person who is a resident of the City of Chicago can
become a voting member of the PAC. The PAC will
not discriminate because of race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, physical or
mental handicap, unfavorable discharge from the military, parental status, or sexual orientation. The PAC will
consist of at least three members including the elected
officers. Every member must complete a membership
application. In addition, any member whose work
involves contact with children or any finances must
submit a volunteer application to the CPD and may be
asked to submit a criminal background check. There
must be a minimum of one annual meeting for the
election of officers and the term for each officer is one
year. The SNA would like to receive the applications to
submit to the CPD as soon as possible. After applications are received, an annual meeting date will be set
for election of officers. If you are interested in serving
on either park advisory council, please contact: for
Trebes Park, Tom Lawson (tom.lawson@att.net); for
Clover Playlot, Jeff Markowitz (jeffrey.markowitz@
yahoo.com).
Laury Lewis is SNA Past President and Garden Walk
Co-Chair, and chairs SNA’s Parks and Beautification
Committee.
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Marena Swenson — a lifetime of service
BY GIOVANNA BREU

M

arena Swenson is a woman of grace, intellect and charm who has devoted her life to
her extended family, her friends and to the
education of children,” says Jeanne Gray,
board member and co-chair of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association’s school committee, of her recently
retired co chairman.
It was Marena’s hallmark to visit throughout the
school years each of the four schools in the Sheffield
community: Oscar Mayer Magnet School, St. James
Lutheran School, St. Josaphat School, and Lincoln
Park High School. “She learned of the challenges and
achievements of these schools and offered her wise
counsel and assistance. She led the SNA Educator
Awards project, seeking nominations from the four
schools and then visiting the classrooms of all the
teachers who were nominated to report on their talents
and skills,” Jeanne noted.
At the SNA Annual Meetings when the Educator
Awards were presented, “Marena’s devotion to education, learning and children was evident as she honored
the recipients and applauded the students,” says Jeanne.
“As we honor Marena’s many years of dedication to
the SNA Board, we wish her much happiness with the
knowledge that few can fill her shoes.”
Last summer, Marena held the 2009 Garden Walk
Patrons’ Party in her home. You can find her on any
nice day pulling weeds and cultivating her plants in
what she calls her “simple garden.” It profusely blooms
all summer to the delight of all who walk by.
Recently, Marena served as social chairman of

Seminary Townhouse Association and loved to tell new
residents about the Lighthouse parade that dates back to
the days when Mrs. Reinhold Niebuhr, mother of theologians Richard and Reinhold Niebuhr, organized the
event. Mrs. Niebuhr would entertain the children with
projects and stories and treat them to milk, tea, and cookies. When Mrs. Niebuhr was moving from her home on
Chalmers Place, she gave Marena a meticulously packed
basket filled with an antique cobalt blue rimmed dessert
set. “I didn’t think you knew me that well,” said Marena.
“I know you through your children,” Mrs. Niebuhr told
her. “I know you very well.” In return, Marena has spent
these many years making sure the Niebuhr legacy continues.
Marena was a founding member of the Rochelle Lee
Fund, now Boundless Readers. She entertains her large
family on holidays, holds sleepover birthday parties for a
teenaged grandchild and her friends, and can be seen on
Monday nights briskly walking down the alley on her way
to do a shoulder stand in her weekly Yoga class.
Marena grew up on a grain and livestock farm twoand-a-half miles west of Aledo in Western Illinois. “We
walked to school until I learned to drive and then I drove
the younger children there,” she says as she reminisces
in the living room of her 120-year-old, three-story row
house on Belden Avenue.
There were eight children in her family: three older
boys, Marena, three younger sisters, and a younger
brother, who all did chores on the farm. Her father bred
Hampshire hogs that were black with a white stripe and
known for their quality meat. As a youngster, Marena
would help exhibit sheep and pens of pigs at the International stock shows in Chicago, where they were sold
to breeders for the highest bid. She remembers that the
auctioneer would bark,”What do we bid for this cute little
girl and her pen of pigs?” When she was 12, she won a
prize for judging a horse show “by noticing the arch of
their neck and the look in their eyes.”
Although her father, Martin Johnson, did not think
it was necessary for Marena to go to college, she tried
to persuade him that it would help her get a better job.
He finally agreed after she won a state scholarship to the
University of Illinois and then got a job working in food
service for her meals. “College was lots of fun,” she says.
She majored in childhood education and took a number
of sociology courses.
After graduation, Marena moved to Chicago and
taught in the Sunday school and joined a young people’s
group at Fourth Presbyterian Church. She liked the leader
of the youth group, Norman Swenson, a U.S. Marine who
was a veteran of World War II’s battle of Guadalcanal.
Eventually, he became business manager for the Fourth
Presbyterian Church, where he worked for 26 years
Marena and Norman were married in 1947 and lived
in several apartments before they moved in 1955 to a
rented home on Belden that was owned by the McCormick Seminary. The family moved into the home where
Marena now lives when the Seminary Townhouse Association was formed in 1976 to allow families to purchase
homes. She was a stay-at-home mom in those days. “The
last time I counted,” says Marena. “We had seven children, Leslie, Janet, Eric, Mark, Steven, and the twins, Jill
and Ann.”
Marena started teaching in the Fourth Presbyterian

Church pre-school when the twins were old enough to
attend. “Working with children gave me a lot of confidence because when they were that young, I could be
a couple of steps ahead of them,” she says. “It is easy to
make a four-year-old like you. I have my tricks.”
Giovanna Breu, a 36-year resident of the Seminary
Townhouse Association, is a freelance writer who has
known Marena for 36 years.

B-BALL AT DEPAUL — Former SNA President John Lag
(l) and SNA First Vice President Ted Wrobleski (r) were
part of the SNA group who gathered at Kelly’s Pub befpre
attending the DePaul University women’s basketball game
against Villanova on February 6. SNA provided complimentary tickets and refreshments.

Blue and black cart reminders
1.

Call your Alderman’s office if you:
a. Need fewer black or blue carts
b. Have not received any blue carts (in
buildings with fewer than five units)
c. Need additional blue or black carts
d. Need to replace carts with holes or
broken lids
2. Leave out blue carts for Monday morning pickup on recycling weeks; recycling pick-up takes
place every other week.
3. Break down cardboard boxes and crush cans
and plastic containers to allow more recyclables to be held in your cart.
4. Do not bag items to place in the blue cart
unless they are in paper bags. Do not place
plastic bags in blue carts because they are not
recyclable.
5. Do not place any food or perishable products
in blue carts.
6. Use one of the large recycling bins at the Peggy
Notebaert Nature Museum (2430 N. Cannon
Drive) or at the convenience store at Wrightwood and Lincoln if you have an unusually
large amount of recyclables.
7. To combat the rodent population
a. Replace carts with holes or broken lids
b. Keep all cart lids closed
c. Bag all items placed in the black carts
d. Do not leave garbage outside of a cart
e. Report rodent sightings immediately by
calling 311
Along with pet droppings and birdseed,
garbage left open is a major contributor to the rat
population.
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Helen Haas, neighborhood legend, bids farewell to Sheffield
BY PEG GRIFFITHS

H

elen Haas, who came to Sheffield in 1984,
is an example of an educator with a heart of
gold. She was raised on a working farm in
central Illinois, near El Paso (Illinois, that is).
Her career brought her to the Chicago Public Schools,
where for 31 years she taught first grade in some of its

SNA Business Members

S

NA regrets its error in printing that Aroma
Work Shop was no longer in business. The
shop is located at 2050 N. Halsted and is a
new SNA Business Member!
Please shop locally and support the following
SNA business members:
11th District State Representative John Fritchey
2 point perspective, inc.
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack
43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley
900 W Fullerton Condo Assn
A Finkl & Sons
AHWA c/o 1154 Lill Studio
All She Wrote
Armitage Racine Currency Exchange
Aroma Work Shop
Paula Arnett of Baird & Warner
Art Effect
Baker Construction Group
Bauhs Creative Group
Beaumont Bar & Grill
Beverly Hammel Kitchen and Bath LLC
Bridgeview Bank
cbc architects
Children’s Memorial Hospital

2539 N. Southport
2120 N. Bissell
2657 N. Clybourn
735 W. Wrightwood
900 W. Fullerton
2011 N. Southport
904 W. Armitage
825 W. Armitage
1166 W. Armitage
2050 N. Halsted
737 N. Michigan
934 W. Armitage
2222 N. Elston
#201
904 W. Webster
2020 N. Halsted
1216 W. Webster
1970 N. Halsted

2300 Children’s
Plaza
Cotelac
1159 W. Webster
Dairy Queen-Orange Julius
2200 N. Lincoln
Dee’s Restaurant
1114 W. Armitage
Dentistry for Children
1721 N. Halsted
DePaul Library
2350 N. Kenmore
DePaul University
1 E. Jackson
Design Shoppe
2009 N. Fremont
Devil Dawgs
2147 N. Sheffield
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop
2070 N. Clybourn
Dominick’s
959 W. Fullerton
Dr. Lori Portnoy
954 W. Armitage
Erica Fishman Smith, ASID
1158 W. Dickens
Family Pet Animal Hospital
1401 W. Webster
Fifth Third Bank
900 W. Armitage
Kate Garber of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 2254 N. Bissell
General Iron Industries, Inc.
1909 N. Clifton
Glascott & Associates
2156 N. Halsted
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.
2052 N. Seminary
Greater Little Rock Church
834 W. Armitage
Hellman Frame Shop
2152 N. Bissell
Home Depot
2665 N. Halsted
ICM Properties
1438 W. Belmont
Ja’ Grill Restaurant & Lounge
1008 W. Armitage
K. Paige Salon
956 W. Webster
Kelly’s Pub
949 W. Webster
Kincade’s
950 W. Armitage
Kith & Kin
1119 W. Webster
Licia Leslie, LLC
2330 N. Wayne
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
1925 N. Clybourn
Lori’s Designer Shoes
824 W. Armitage
M&R Car Imports Service
1951 N. Sheffield
Mario’s Place Barber Shop
2347 N. Southport
McGee’s
950 W. Webster
Milito Car Wash
1106 W. Fullerton
Milito Mobil
1106 W. Fullerton
My Corner Playroom
2121 N. Clybourn
National City Bank
921 W. Armitage
National City Bank
1640 W. Fullerton
Nature’s Perspective Landscaping
Nookies Too, Inc.
2114 N. Halsted
Charlie Nunnelley of Fidelity Investments
401 N. Michigan
O’Brien Architectural Metals, Inc.
2100 N. Southport
Robinson’s #1 Ribs
655 W. Armitage
Millie Rosenbloom of Baird & Warner
1510 N. Wells
Sai Café, Inc.
2010 N. Sheffield
Sal’s Deli
1013 W. Webster
Salon Soca
1400 W. Webster
Sir Speedy
1711 N. Clybourn
Spex
115 S. LaSalle,
27th Flr
St. James Lutheran Church & School
2101 N. Fremont
St. Josaphat Church
2311 N. Southport
St. Vincent de Paul Center
2145 N. Halsted
St. Vincent’s Church
1010 W. Webster
State
935 W. Webster
Strand
1123 W. Webster
Tarantino’s
1112 W. Armitage
Teeny Tiny Productions
1723 N. Fern Ct
The Local Option
1102 W. Webster
The Poison Cup
1128 W. Armitage
The Second Child
954 W. Armitage
Treasure Island
3460 N. Broadway
US Bank
1953 N. Clybourn
Victory Gardens Theater
2257 N. Lincoln
Wallace Realty
1700 N. Ashland
Webster’s Wine Bar
1480 W. Webster
Westend Dental
1170 W. Armitage

more challenging schools. Helen first taught at Medgar
Evers School in the south-side Roseland neighborhood;
for 17 years, she taught at Sojourner Truth School, now
shuttered, in the Cabrini-Green neighborhood; Manier
School was her last assignment, also in the Cabrini neighborhood serving low-income minority students.
Helen took time to contribute to the Sheffield neighborhood. She served as a Director of SNA and its secretary for five years, beginning during Cathy Dunlap’s presidency in the 90s. She chaired the Gates for the Garden
Walk Committee for three years and then accepted the
co-chairmanship of the Garden Walk for two consecutive
years. The first year, she and Ted Wrobleski led the efforts
for the event’s 25th anniversary; in her second year as cochair, Tom Lawson was her colleague. She also chaired
Kids’ Korner the following year.
After her retirement two years ago, Helen continued
her neighborhood volunteering at the St. Vincent DePaul
food pantry, where she had begun serving in 2003. She
joined the Lincoln Park Zoo as a docent in the Farm in
the Zoo in 2008. We report with regret that Helen is
returning to her central Illinois roots, and will relocate

to Peoria, where several members of her family reside.
Helen said that she “will miss most the ability to walk
everywhere—I walked EVERYWHERE—to the cleaners,
grocery store, church. Now, I’ll be driving, and I’ll miss
the neighbors—what great people!” Helen will still be
seen in Sheffield—in summertime, most likely—at the
Garden Walk or a Cubs game. She will be missed!
Peg Griffiths is a Sheffield resident.

Oistrach Symphony Orchestra
Spring Open House Concert

When:		
Saturday, March 20, 8 pm
Where:		
DePaul University Concert Hall, 800 W.
Belden
Program: Prelude to Wagner’s Die Meistersinger
Roslyn Place by Michael Druzinsky
Selections from Gustav Mahler’s Des
Knabenwunderhorn
Soloists:  
Jean Bunnell, Mezzo Soprano
Marc Embree, Baritone
Lynn Williams, Harp
Join the Oistrach Symphony Orchestra for its 2010
spring open house concert under the baton of Mina Zikri,
Music Director. No tickets required. Parking is available.

SNA
welcomes new members!
NA welcomes the following new members: Lynda Adams, Evelyn M. Lee and J. Thomas Blount, Susan Cas-

S

tro, Nanci and Dr. Stephen Fisher, Michael and Jeanna Gunville, Donald MacNeil, Merilee McDougal, John
Nelson, Jennifer Ringblom and Steven Pazik, Thomas Stastny, Jennifer Nijman and Steven Surdell, Hillary
and Keith Szanto and Kara Walsh.
SNA welcomes the following new business members: Aroma Workshop at 2050 N. Halsted, Dentistry for Children at 1721 N. Sheffield, Devil Dawgs at 2147 N. Sheffield, Kith & Kin at 1119 W. Webster, Nature’s Perspective
Landscaping, Sal’s Deli at 1013 W. Webster, and Teeny Tiny Productions at 1723 N. Fern.
SNA accepts credit/debit card payments for your membership dues! Your invoice gives you the option of paying your membership dues by check or credit card.
In addition, you will have the option of a one-year or three-year renewal as follows:
			
One Year		
Three Year
Family			
$20			
$50
Individual		
$15			
$35
Senior			
$5			
$10
Business		
$45			
$120
We need your support. Founded in 1959, SNA is a volunteer group of businesses and residents working together to improve the conditions of life, work, recreation, health, and safety of our neighborhood. Here are some of
the things SNA does for you:
• Sponsors forums for neighbors to present their views on planning and development matters, parking and
other important issues.
• Serves as a neighborhood advocate working with the Aldermen’s offices and city departments to help provide insight and guidance on the needs of the neighborhood.
• Publishes and distributes the bi-monthly Sheffield Neighborhood News to every doorstep, keeping the
neighborhood informed of events, activities, and plans which impact their quality of life.
• Works to beautify the neighborhood by planting and maintaining the planters on our corners and hanging
from the lampposts on our commercial streets.
• Sponsors the annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.
• Donates funds raised from the Garden Walk to local schools and non-profit institutions within and serving
the neighborhood.
As a dues-paying member, you will receive email notices of Sheffield events, plans and issues. If you are a
dues-paying SNA member and are not receiving email notices, please let us know your name and current email address at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com so we can update our records.
If you are not sure if your dues are paid to date, the SNA records can be checked…just email sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com. Your email address can also be checked, added, or changed. PLEASE pay your dues!
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join. Membership dues are listed above. Please complete the
form below and mail it with your check or credit card information to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233
N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you have not received your membership window decal and would like to display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

How can I....

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?
		

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
			
One Year
Three Years				
One Year
Family membership
$20		
$50
Senior membership $5 		
Individual membership $15 		
$35
Business membership $45		

Three Years
$10
$120

Credit Card __MasterCard __Visa __Discover Card
Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number					
Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:						
E-mail:
Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614
or fax to: 773-572-6575 if using credit card.
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Children’s Memorial Hospital, community forum updates
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

C

hildren’s Memorial Hospital CEO Patrick
Magoon provided community representatives
with a report on the status of construction of
its new hospital in Streeterville and its Lincoln
Park property at the quarterly meeting of the Children’s
Community Relations Committee on January 27.
Magoon reported that construction of the new Ann
& Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago is on
time and on budget. He then reiterated that Children’s
Memorial will remain committed to its partnership
with Lincoln Park after its move into the new hospital,
scheduled to open in the summer of 2012. For example, the hospital is significantly investing in the outpatient center located at the corner of Clark and Deming
with internal improvements; this facility will remain an
important part of the hospital’s mission.
The hospital will begin marketing the Lincoln Park
property in the fall of this year. Magoon emphasized
that the hospital supports the Children’s Memorial
Site Re-use Feasibility handbook, prepared by HOK
through a community input process under the leadership of 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley. For more about
the Feasibility study and a summary of the handbook,
see page 6 of the November-December issue of this
newsletter, available online at http://www.sheffieldneighborhood.org/sites/sheffieldneighborhood.org/files/
NOV09%5B1%5D_0.pdf.

The Community-Wide Forum was created in 1999 by
community members and community, business, and institutional organizations in Lincoln Park (including SNA),
and Children’s Memorial Hospital. The Forum’s mission is
to leverage the resources of the Lincoln Park community
towards improving the quality of life in our neighborhood.
The Forum’s first project focused on improving the educational experience for students at Lincoln Park High School
through several new programs. The second project, lincolnparkconnect.com, connects residents to community
resources via a website. The Forum’s third project, “The
Year of the Child,” featured a series of free, family-friendly
events at local schools in partnership with Lincoln Park
institutions and organizations; each event was designed to
promote child-focused education and activities.
For details about “Living Green in Lincoln Park,” contact
Ken Labok at 773-880-6851 or KLabok@childrensmemorial.org.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.

Community-Wide Forum
The upcoming fourth project of the Forum is “Living
Green in Lincoln Park.” Three committees are planning
events for the project. Each committee represents a different community perspective: Business, Neighborhood,
and Schools/Institutions. The Business Committee is
planning an event with a featured speaker, panel discussion, and networking in late March, the Neighborhoods
Committee is working on a “Green Fair” to be held early
this summer, and the Schools Committee is planning to
host an event that will include local school families and
school administrations to be held at the beginning of the
next school year. After all three committees have hosted
an event, a wrap-up event will be scheduled for December 2010. In addition, a green-focused webpage will
be added to www.lincolnparkconnect.com (the Forum’s
second project) as an online resource guide.

2010 real estate transactions in Sheffield*
BY PAULA ARNETT

T

he decline in the number of real estate transactions has been apparent for the last two years.
Only two single-family homes have closed
so far this year, but their average selling price
has increased by 6% over the last year. The number of
condos closed thru February 28, 2010, has been fairly
consistent compared to the last two years, but their average selling price has decreased by 24% from the last
year. With only one multi-unit closing in 2009, and
one closed thru February 28, it is clear that this type of
property is not selling. The accompanying chart shows
all of the details.

			

Latest FYIs
Three contiguous properties in the 2000 block of Sheffield that sold for $1,800,000 in July 2009 as reported
in the November/December 2009 SNN are now nine
condos in three buildings with a Stop Work Order issued
on February 3, 2010, by the City of Chicago Department
of Buildings for working contrary to approved plans and
permit.
A new-construction property in the 1300 block of
Webster that was listed for $2,799,000 on September
19, 2007, and cancelled on February 4, 2009, with a list
price of $2,375,000 after 715 days on the market was
foreclosed in July 2009 and purchased for $1,650,000 by
a well-known Chicago nightclub owner.
My 12th Annual 2008-2009 Sheffield Neighborhood
Real Estate Market Report will be published soon, and
many more details and statistics will be included. If you
would like a copy of this report or a previous report,
please contact me at 773-294-1822 or parnett@paulaarnett.com.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair and a Broker Associate with Baird & Warner specializing in residential real
estate sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.

Sheffield Neighborhood Closed Transactions**

				
						
			
Single Family			
Condo				
Multi Unit
		
2010
2009
2008		
2010
2009
2008		
2010
2009
2008
# Sold Jan 1-Feb 28
2
5
4		
9
8
9		
1
1
3
Avg Sold Price
$1,905,000 $1,797,800 $1,527,500
$450,344
$595,594 $546,556		
$1,700,000 $1,397,000 $1,032,467
Highest Sold Price
$2,565,000 $3,000,000 $1,950,000
$817,000 $1,615,000 $760,000		
$1,700,000 $1,397,000 $1,225,000
Lowest Sold Price
$1,245,000
$849,000 $1,140,000
$225,100
$220,000 $276,000		
$1,700,000 $1,397,000 $850,000
Avg Market Time
126
150
155
91
113
124		
42
111
104
# Sold Year 			
26
34
90
91				
1
10
**Compiled from Midwest Real Estate Data LLC, formerly MLSNI (Multiple Listing Service of Northern Illinois) on March 3, 2010				
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