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42nd Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival set for July 17-18
BY LAURY LEWIS AND RICHARD ASHBECK

M

ark your calendar for the 42nd Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival on July 17-18
when more than 100 Sheffield neighborhood gardens will open for your enjoyment. The wide array of urban gardens in our neighborhood has earned Sheffield the title “Garden District of
Chicago.”
We encourage everyone to display their gardens
this year, whether an entire plot or just the front, side,
deck, or backyard. To include your garden, please fill
out the participation form enclosed in this issue or
download the application from our website, www.
sheffieldgardenwalk.com. For more information, please
contact either Garden Search Manager: Laury Lewis at
lbl1948@yahoo.com or Jeannie Lawson at jeanniemlaw@att.net. The deadline to submit gardens is June 12.
For the third straight year, we will include a juried
division for gardeners who want to prove that they have
excellent horticultural abilities. The winners will receive
cash prizes and plaques commemorating their achievements. Laury Lewis and Jeannie Lawson will again
coordinate the search for the best gardens in Sheffield.
The juried garden entries will be judged by three noted
gardening authorities.
The University of Illinois Extension Master Gardeners will as usual staff an “Ask a Master Gardener” table
to answer all of your gardening questions during the
Garden Walk.
The usual lineup of food and beverages from local
establishments will be expanded with some new vendors. Allison Spriggs will be organizing the restaurants,
which will be announced in the July issue of this newsletter. Of course, St. Vincent DePaul Church will offer
its fine selection of hot dogs, hamburgers, brats, pretzels, and fresh lemonade. Coors Brewing will again be
our major sponsor and will provide Coors Light, Coors
Banquet, and Blue Moon.
The Kids’ Corner on Kenmore, under the able leadership of second-year veteran Laurie Dombrowski, will
be filled with family attractions as always: pony rides,
a petting zoo, face painting, a mini-ferris wheel, musical and theatrical performances, and the ever-popular
pig train. No donation is requested at Kids’ Corner and
attractions will be reasonably priced.

Join SNA for summer fun
at Trebes Park!

S

NA will sponsor three exciting family events
this summer at Trebes Park. First, on Thursday,
June 17, from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm, the music
of St. Jams will fill the park. On Thursday, July
29, jazz vocalist Alison Ruble will hold forth from
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. Finally, on Thursday, August 19,
at dusk, enjoy the fun film, “Shorts.”
For more information, please visit the SNA
website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org or call
773-929-9255.
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DePaul construction
to begin this summer
—Planning Report
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As many people might not be aware, much of
the Sheffield neighborhood is registered as a National
Historical District and includes four Chicago landmark
districts. Polly Kelly, a long-time Sheffield resident and
business owner, and Garden Walk co-founder, will
organize guided architectural tours. These tours are very
popular and fill up every year. The tours will provide an
appreciation of our neighborhood’s rich architectural and
historical heritage. If you would like to help Polly lead a
tour, please contact her at 773-472-8380 or e-mail her at
jpk2200@sbcglobal.net. Polly will provide the training as
well as a detailed script.
The musical entertainment will again be the highlight for musical festivals in Chicago this summer. Cowboy Mouth will be the headliner on Saturday and Rusted
Root will be the headliner on Sunday. Our musical
impresarios Dan Hermann, Malcomb Lambe, and Bryan
Robson have assembled a terrific group of bands for
Saturday and Sunday. We’ll have more entertainment
highlights for you in the next issue of the SNN. In the
meantime, check our website at www.sheffieldgardenwalk.com for updates.
Sponsorships and advertising are available. As a
sponsor, your business will benefit from appearing on
the official Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival poster, in
our ads seen throughout Chicago, and on the Garden
Walk website. For more sponsorship information, please
contact Tom Lawson at tom.lawson@att.net. In addition,
advertise in the Garden Walk guide book, which reaches
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association
invites you to become a Patron of the
2010 GARDEN WALK & FESTIVAL
and attend the 2010 PATRONS’ PARTY
Friday, June 4, 2010 6-8 pm
at
Beverly Hammel Kitchen & Bath
1216 West Webster Avenue
Patrons are asked to bring a favorite appetizer.
Beer, wine, soft drinks, great neighbors and a
wonderful venue will be provided.
Donation levels per household are:
$200
$100
$50
Attendees will receive a complimentary gift bag
per household with goodies and coupons from
local business establishments. Current paid SNA
membership is required to attend.
For more information, to host a future Patrons’ Party
at your home or business, or to inquire/contribute to
the gift bag, please contact Brandy Rinehart at
773.529.8630 or brandy@bhkitchenbath.com.
Please join us as we kick off our
42nd Annual Garden Walk & Festival
to be held July 17 and 18, 2010

More details on
DePaul’s construction
plans
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Please volunteer!

T

he Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival is
looking for energetic individuals, groups of
friends, neighbors, co-workers, and family
to volunteer at this year’s Garden Walk and
make it a lively environment and fun for everyone.
There is no experience needed, only the desire to
have fun. We teach you everything. The Garden
Walk is staffed primarily by over 500 volunteers.
Positions include beverage servers, ticket sellers, gate
personnel, and architectural guides.
We are especially looking for Gate Captains to
be in charge of the two main entry gates.
If you are interested in volunteering, please fill
out the enclosed participation form in the newsletter
or contact us at sheffieldfestivals@hotmail.com.
neighborhood residents and thousands of attendees
from beyond our boundaries. Please contact our advertising manager, Nancy Bradt, at nbdoodle@yahoo.com.
The enclosed participation form also provides an
opportunity for you to become a Garden Walk Patron
and attend the June 4 Patrons’ Party. For as little as $50,
you can help support our neighborhood and receive
acknowledgement in the Garden Walk guide book.
The suggested donation this year will be $7 from
noon to 3 pm and $10 from 3 pm to closing on both
days. Gardens will be open from noon to 5:30 pm both
days and Kids’ Corner will be open from noon to 5 pm
both days.
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association is pleased
to bring you another fine neighborhood event that funds
the SNA and contributes significantly to neighborhood
beautification, local parks, local schools, and many
other neighborhood charities and service organizations.
Thank you for your support.
Laury Lewis and Richard Ashbeck are Co-Chairmen of
the 2010 Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.

Rock out at the Garden Walk

T

he lineup has come together for another
great weekend of music on the main stage
at the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.
Continuing our tradition of national touring
bands, this year as headliners the SGW is excited to
announce Rusted Root, Cowboy Mouth, Black Joe
Lewis & the Honeybears, and Ivan Neville’s Dumpstaphunk. From the Chicago area, we will have the
up-and-coming Ezra Furman & Harpoons and our
SGW friends Hello Dave, both of which will play at
3:30 pm on Saturday and Sunday, respectively. Other
Chicago-area bands will include Chris Buerhle, Train
Company, and Big Sky String Band. On Sunday at
12:30 pm, School of Rock will return for the third
year in a row.
More details on this exciting lineup will be in the
next issue of SNN and posted on the SGW website.
We look forward to seeing everyone out for another
weekend of great music at the main stage.
—Dan Hermann, SNA President

Alderman reports
on Lakewood
railroad spurs
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SNA sponsors
Mayer School
Walkathon
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY DAN HERMANN

I

BY TED WROBLESKI

D

ePaul University began implementing its new ten-year
Master Plan for the Lincoln Park campus with a pre-construction meeting on April 14 concerning the new work
to be done upgrading Wish Field and Cacciatore Stadium
for the soccer and softball teams and intramural sports and also the
renovation of Corcoran Hall, both on the east campus. This work
will begin in earnest with the conclusion of the school year. For
more information, see the article on page 3 of this issue.
DePaul will hold another pre-construction meeting on
Monday, May 24, about the construction of the new Art Museum building that will be located just east of the Fullerton elevated station on the south side of Fullerton and the construction
of the new Academic Building at the northeast corner of Belden
and Kenmore. The site for the Art Museum has been cleared
and three older residential buildings will be demolished for the
Academic Building. Work will proceed during the summer and
fall. DePaul will flyer the neighbors near these two locations
and will be prepared to answer questions at the pre-construction meeting. They will discuss the contractor’s work hours,
where workers will park, what will be done to secure the sites,
clean-up and other details. They will also be able to describe
the buildings and the timetables for their completion. DePaul
will be prepared to discuss the status of the proposed vacating
of Kenmore between Belden and Fullerton, as well. The meet-

Sidewalk cafés
BY PATTY HAYES

T

ing will be at the new McGowan Science Building auditorium
at Belden and Clifton. Look for a flyer or, if you are an SNA
member, an e-mail reminding you of this meeting.
DePaul continues to plan and raise funds for the two most
significant buildings in its Master Plan, the new School of
Music on Halsted Street and the new Theater School building
at Fullerton and Racine. DePaul has announced that it has retained world-renowned architect Cesar Pelli to design the new
theater school building. Pelli may be most famous for designing the Petronus Towers skyscrapers in Malaysia, but he has
also designed many buildings for universities, including buildings at the University of Chicago, the University of Illinois in
Champaign-Urbana, and elsewhere. While his design is quite
different from the preliminary drawing that was included in
the materials presented at the community meetings last year,
the overall size and mass of the building to be constructed has
not been changed significantly. Construction of the Music and
Theater School buildings will not commence for some time.
Meanwhile, DePaul will kick off its new Capital Campaign with an evening event for supporters on Thursday, May
20, and a black-tie event in tents on the quad on Saturday,
May 22, at which time it will announce its fundraising goals
and other details about the campaign. De Paul will flyer the
neighborhood about these events as well.
In sum, it will be a busy summer on the Lincoln Park
campus as De Paul moves towards realizing its goal of creating an improved campus for the 21st Century.
Ted Wrobleski is SNA First Vice President and chairs SNA’s
Planning Committee.
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he SNA Neighborhood Relations Committee held
a community meeting on Thursday, April 22, at
the St. Vincent DePaul Parish Center to allow
neighbors to review presentations by Floriole
Bakery and Ellen’s Kitchen.
Floriole Bakery, 1220 W. Webster, presented its plans
for a bakery and café with an Incidental (aka “Restaurant”) Liquor License. The liquor service has been
requested for 10 am through 8:pm, daily. It also has
submitted an application for a sidewalk café to 32nd Ward
Alderman Scott Waguespack.
Floriole Bakery has agreed that its hours of operation
will not exceed the following: Tuesday through Friday 7
am – 8 pm; Saturday and Sunday 8 am – 8 pm.
Included in the Plan of Operation, Floriole Bakery
agreed to the following condition:
1. To sell French pastries, confections, sandwiches,
soups, salads, artisan breads, coffee drinks, and tea.
2. To set regular deliveries in a way to avoid impeding traffic in the alley.
3. To be sensitive to noise when the front windows of
the bakery are open and/or customers are seated in the
sidewalk café.
4. To request of customers a valid photo id with date
of birth and comply with all other laws and regulations
with regards to age identification, assuming the Incidental
Liquor License is granted.
5. Not to sell tobacco products or lottery tickets.
6. Not to have neon signage, flashing signs, or large
signs on the windows.
The Plan of Operation is a document subject to the
rules and regulations of the City of Chicago and is binding
on all individual members and managers of the LLC operating Floriole Bakery and any successors in interest. In the
event the ownership of the applicant or its assets are sold
or otherwise transferred the license shall be transferred
subject to the terms of this Plan of Operation.
Several community members attended this meeting
and raised no major objections. However, one neighbor
strongly opposed the incidental liquor license request and
expressed an interest in voting the neighborhood “dry.”
This community member shared her feelings about Webster
(specifically) being inundated with liquor establishments.
Ellen’s Kitchen, 1450 W. Webster, presented its plan
to have a sidewalk café with a seating capacity of 44 customers. Residents shared their concerns with loading zone
issues, parking availability for patrons, proper disposal
removal, venting issues, and rodent control due to the
number of restaurants in a very concentrated area.
Ellen’s Kitchen’s is preparing an updated Plan of
Operation to present to Alderman Waguespack. The plan
will address the issues raised by the residents. A Community Meeting will be scheduled in the future to review the
updated Plan of Operation for Ellen’s Kitchen.
The SNA Neighborhood Relations Committee presented the community’s feedback to the SNA Board at the
May 4, 2010 Board Meeting.
Patty Hayes chairs SNA’s Neighborhood Relations Committee.

Cesar Pelli is designing DePaul’s Theater School building.

Riv

May 24, Monday, 7 pm, DePaul Pre-Construction Meeting,
1110 W. Belden, Room 108
June 1, Tuesday, 7 pm, SNA Board meeting.
June 4, Friday, SNA Patrons’ Party, 1216 W. Webster.
June 8, Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative Forum, Lincoln Park Authors.
June 17, Thursday, SNA Concert at Trebes Park featuing St.
Jams, 6:30 pm.
July 16, Friday, Sheffield Garden Walk President’s Party.
July 17-18, Saturday-Sunday, 42nd Annual Sheffield Garden
Walk & Festival, Sheffield and Webster.
July 29, Thursday, SNA Concert at Trebes Park featuring
Alison Ruble, 6:30 pm.
August 19, Thursday, SNA Movie at Trebes Park, “Shorts,”
dusk.
November (date TBA), Saturday, SNA Spaghetti Dinner
Check SNN, call 773-929-9255, or visit the SNA website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org to learn more about
these and other exciting neighborhood events.

DePaul construction to begin this summer
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DAN HERMANN
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Ch

am excited and honored to be beginning my term
as President of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association. I would like to thank our Past President, Laury
Lewis, for his hard work, time, and effort in the role
of President the last two years. In addition, the SNA has
a board of amazingly dedicated group of officers and
directors that have also contributed substantial time and
effort to the SNA. Together, they are dedicated to helping improve life for residents, businesses, schools, and
visitors in Sheffield. As part of that effort, five new board
members were elected at the annual meeting in February:
John D’Antonio, Steve Homrich, Lisa Elkins, Bas Bouma,
and David Bassin. I want to thank these new members
for volunteering their time to serve on the SNA board
and to thank existing board members for their continued
service.
With spring in the air, it is wonderful to see blooming of all of the trees, bushes, flowers, etc., in the Sheffield neighborhood. One of the many clues that spring
has arrived is the sidewalk cafés sprouting up around
the neighborhood. The sidewalk cafés of our neighborhood establishments allow a chance for patrons to enjoy
a full dinner in the fresh air and ideally, the warmth of
the outdoors. The city has an application process that is
in place for all sidewalk cafes throughout the city, and
each establishment has to resubmit each year. Any new
sidewalk cafés are reviewed by the SNA Neighborhood
Relations Chair and Committee. A public meeting is held
for any new sidewalk café with notices hand delivered
to neighbors in the immediate vicinity and email notices
to SNA members. The SNA has organized a number of
these meetings this winter and spring for proposed new
sidewalk cafes throughout the neighborhood, with many
Sheffield residents attending the meetings.
Another activity that emerges in the spring is visiting
parks, including the two in Sheffield, Trebes Park and
Clover Playlot. As you may have heard, the Chicago Park
District recently granted more authority to individual
park councils for each park in the city. The SNA facilitated identifying members for the councils for both Trebes
and Clover. Both councils now have board members and
a chairman, and are functioning. We will be excited to
hear and see the plans that come out of a more focused
local involvement in oversight of the parks. As of this
printing, we are aware that the Trebes council is well on
its way to making progress on needed repairs to the gazebo area at the corner of Clifton and Webster. If you have
an interest in participating in any way with the Trebes or
Clover advisory councils, please contact the SNA through
the website, voicemail, or by mail.
Also, with the onset of spring, the planning for the
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival is well underway, as
reviewed in the article by Garden Walk co-chairs Laury
Lewis and Richard Ashbeck on the front page. I attend a
number of festivals around the city, and to some degree
the country, and I can tell you that the Garden Walk
is an especially unique neighborhood festival with the
combination of garden and neighborhood viewing, historical tours, a substantial kids’ corner, festival elements
of socializing, food, beverage, and local, regional, and
national music, all managed and run by volunteers.
The Garden Walk is the SNA’s main revenue source
and fundraiser. As you may be aware, a large portion of
the proceeds are contributed back into the Sheffield community to local non-for-profits and schools, as well as
substantial neighborhood beatification programs. I want
to thank our two co-chairs, Laury Lewis and Richard
Ashbeck, as well as the Garden Walk executive committee and entire list of managers and volunteers, many
of whom have been volunteering for a decade or more.
As always when events are of this magnitude, we need
new volunteers each year to replace folks that move out
of the neighborhood or have to leave the event for other
reasons. If you have any interest in volunteering at the
festival for a couple of hours or would like to get more
involved as a manager or manager team, please contact
the SNA. There is a volunteer form on the SNA website.
I am looking forward to another successful year for
the SNA and to serving the SNA in my new role.
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DePaul announces construction management plans
for Wish Field and Corcoran Hall
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

D

ePaul University held a meeting on April 14
to review construction logistics for renovation and construction at Cacciatore Stadium
at Wish Field (located on Belden immediately
east of the El tracks) and Corcoran Hall (located directly
north of Wish Field). The details of the projects and the
construction logistics are as follows. Also see the accompanying sketches of the project on this page.
Project Description:
Cacciatore Stadium: Construction of a permanent
1,200-bleacher-seat brick and stone stadium to accommodate spectators for both women’s softball and men’s
and women’s soccer. In addition to the seating, the following amenities will be constructed: concession stand;
spectator bathrooms; storage; office space; press box;
announcer’s box; and a new third-base side bullpen
and batting cage. DePaul also may add another bike
rack to its existing racks on the Lincoln Park campus.
The height of the stadium along Belden will be
approximately 28 feet; the brick will be standard size.
The iron fence will remain, and the existing planter
strip will be replanted. The first-base side bullpen and
batting cage will remain on Belden. The primary entrance/exit will be on the west end of the new structure
off of Belden; a secondary exit east on Belden is available for emergencies. Trash receptacles will be placed
at exits.
The new stadium will not have any lights, nor will
it be used for concerts. The restrooms will only be
open during games; otherwise they will be locked, even
during practices.
Security cameras will be installed in the area under
the El tracks, which is illuminated by new lighting installed by the CTA during the Brown Line renovation.
Corcoran Hall: Exterior work will consist of staining the brick masonry to better match nearby darker
brick structures, installing full height landscape trellis on the north side of the building planted with ivy,
installing new trees on the north side with a variety of
other landscape materials, new curbs and fencing at the
north side alley boundary, new security lighting, and
the reintroduction of a sidewalk directly in front of the
Corcoran lobby (south).
Start Date:
Cacciatore Stadium:
May 14, 2010
DePaul will trench under the CTA ‘L’ from Wish
Field to the Athletic Center during the first week of May
to install the project electrical feed.
Corcoran Hall:
June 14, 2010
Completion Date:
Cacciatore Stadium:
Corcoran Hall:

September 10, 2010
August 20, 2010

Standard Work Week/Hours:
Monday through Friday, 8 am to 4 pm. Note: the project will absolutely respect the 8 am noise ordinance.
Weekend Work:
Saturday work will be avoided if possible. If Saturday
work is required, work will not start before 9: am.
Primary Entry/Exit for Materials Delivery:
Cacciatore Stadium:
From Belden
Corcoran Hall:
From Fullerton
Flagmen will be provided as needed to minimize
disruption to traffic flow. Deliveries will be brought in
quickly to prevent traffic back-ups. There will also be
occasional large deliveries on Belden that will off-load
from the street. At those times DePaul will temporarily
remove parking on one side of Belden to keep traffic flowing. DePaul agreed to notify the neighbors on
Belden prior to the 10-14 day period that parking will
be temporarily removed.
Street and Sidewalk Closures:
Cacciatore Stadium: The Belden sidewalk bordering
Wish Field will be closed during the workday with
pedestrians directed to the south side of Belden for the
first three weeks of the project. The sidewalk will be
reopened for evening and weekend use during this time
frame. During masonry operations, from approximately

Corcoran Hall will undergo work to its exterior.

Cacciatore Stadium will host softball and soccer games.

mid-June to mid-August, the Belden sidewalk bordering
Wish Field will be fully closed with pedestrians directed
to the south side of Belden. Sidewalk closure signage
will be placed at the intersections and crosswalks leading
up to the site to allow pedestrians to use the crosswalk to
access the south side of Belden.
Corcoran Hall: Occasional narrowing of the alley
north of Corcoran while the curbs are being poured;
DePaul will work with nearby residents to minimize any
disruption. The alleys will be relatively free of any staging material.
Site Control and Maintenance:
Clean up in and around the site will be ongoing, with
a final check and clean up occurring at the end of each
workday. Placement of the portable bathrooms will be
under the El for both project sites. These will be fenced
in to prevent unauthorized access. DePaul’s surface parking lot under the El tracks will accommodate job trailers
and materials staging.
Contractor Parking:
Contractors working at both sites will park under the El
in DePaul’s lot. Contractors also will be strongly encouraged to advise workmen to take public transportation to
the site.
Project Contact Information:
DePaul Public Safety Dispatch (24/7): 773-325-7777
Bob Janis, DePaul VP for Facility Operations: 312-3628762; 312-804-9128 (cell) bjanis@depaul.edu
Mark Evans, Bulley & Andrews: 312-207-2100 mevans@
bulley.com
In addition, DePaul will post any construction updates on its website, www.depaul.edu/community.
Both projects were detailed in DePaul’s recently completed Master Plan and the accompanying Community
Agreement. For more information on these projects or
the Master Plan, contact SNA at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com or 773-929-9255.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.

Lincoln Park authors

T

he Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
spring program will be held on Tuesday, June
8, at the DePaul University Student Center,
2250 N. Sheffield. The program will feature
a panel of authors with ties to the Lincoln Park neighborhood discussing their experiences as writers and
how this community relates to their writing. Panelists will include playwright Jim Sherman; biographer
and Chicago Magazine and Huffington Post contributor Carol Felsenthal; novelist and publisher of ACM
Literary Magazine, Sharon Solwitz; and novelist, “chick
lit” author Stacy Ballis. The moderator will be DePaul
Department of English Professor Miles Harvey, who is
also a published author. The program will begin with a
reception at 6:30 pm and the event at 7 pm. Look for a
notice from LPCRI soon.
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“Living Green in Lincoln Park” opens with Business Forum

B

usiness Forum. The Lincoln Park CommunityWide Forum officially launched its fourth
project, “Living Green in Lincoln Park,” with a
forum targeting businesses on March 23. Panelists included Rita Gutenkanst, Limelight Catering; Kim
Brokhof, City of Chicago Department of Environment;
Shannon Downey and James Montgomery, DePaul University; and moderator Padraic Swanton, Lincoln Park
Chamber of Commerce.
The presenters shared their stories of how they
made the choice to be green, as well as a wealth of
knowledge on sustainability. If you were not able to
attend, be sure to check on the Lincoln Park Community-Wide Forum’s new green resources page at www.
lincolnparkconnect.com/green. Or check out the list
of recommended resources below:
www.Afreshsqueeze.com - Driven and managed by
an entire community of local experts, businesses, video
producers and sustainability enthusiasts, with the idea
of making the Chicagoan’s path to sustainability easier
through a single, integrated resource.
www.chicagoclimateaction.org – The Chicago
Climate Action Plan details steps for organizations of all
kinds and suggests actions for every individual.
www.Greenofficechallenge.org - Information for
property managers or tenants about how to reduce
waste and energy and ways to make your office greener.
www.earth911.org – Addresses solutions for products’ end-of-life for both businesses and consumers. It
also offers a “find a recycling center” search tool.
www.storyofstuff.com – A film that takes viewers
on a provocative and eye-opening tour of the real costs
of our consumer driven culture.
www.buygreenchicago.org – An organization committed to providing professional procurement services
in support of increasing the type and volume of sustainable products and services purchased by restaurants

and other businesses in the Chicago area.
www.ted.com/themes/a_greener_future.html - A video
site with postings discussing the environmental debate.
Residents Forum. The “Living Green in Lincoln Park: Residents Forum” will be held on Sunday, May 16, from 1:30
pm to 3:30 pm at the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum.
The forum will focus on residents in all types of housing:
single-family, large condominium, and small condominium, whether owners or renters. The tentative schedule
includes a vendor fair featuring various experts, a panel
introduction, and a Q&A period, possibly followed by
a tour of a “green” home in Lincoln Park. In addition, a
raffle will feature items such as four passes to the Museum of Science and Industry. The event will be catered
by Limelight Catering.
Confirmed panelists include SNA Board member
Lisa Elkins, 2 Point Perspective – how to build/remodel
green; Cecelia Ungari, Green Mama – how to detoxify
your home; Andrew Clauson, Lakestreet Landscape Supply – how to be an urban gardener; Corbett Lunsford, and
Green Dream Group – the real deal on energy audits, it’s
more than just replacing windows.
Confirmed vendors include Ecominders, Zipcar, Blissful Seed, Lakestreet Landscape Supply, Notebaert Nature
Museum, Green Dream Group, Museum of Science and
Industry (information only), and Mayor Daley’s Bicycling
Ambassadors (information only).
Following the Residents Forum, the Schools Committee will plan an event focusing on local school families
and school administrations to be held at the beginning of
the next school year. Then, a “Living Green in Lincoln
Park” wrap up event will be scheduled for December of
2010. Finally, a green-focused webpage is being added
to www.lincolnparkconnect.com (the Forum’s second
project) as an online resource guide.
The Community-Wide Forum was created in 1999 by

Festivals sponsored by SNA affiliates
OLD TOWN ART FAIR
Old Town Triangle Association
June 12-13
312-337-1938, www.oldtownartfair.org
CHICAGO SUMMERFEST IN LINCOLN PARK
Mid-North Association
June 26-27
773-296-1721, www.mid-northassociation.org, www.
starevents.com
TASTE OF LINCOLN AVENUE
Wrightwood Neighbors Association
July 24-25
773-298-6800, www.wrightwoodneighbors.org, www.
chicagoevents.com
Also check out:
SUMMERFEST
St. Josaphat Church
June 25-27
773-327-8955, www.stjosaphatparish.org
Lincoln Park Arts & Music Festival
July 31-August 1
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
www.lincolnparkchamber.com, www.chicagoevents.com

community members and community, business, and institutional organizations located in Lincoln Park (including
SNA), and Children’s Memorial Hospital. The Forum’s
mission is to leverage the considerable resources of the
Lincoln Park community towards improving the quality of life in our neighborhood. The Forum’s first project
focused on improving the educational experience for
students at Lincoln Park High School through several new
programs. The second project, lincolnparkconnect.com,
connects residents to community resources via a website. The Forum’s third project, “The Year of the Child,”
featured a series of free, family-friendly events held at
local schools in partnership with Lincoln Park institutions
and organizations; each event was designed to promote
child-focused education and activities.
For more information about “Living Green in Lincoln Park,” please contact Ken Labok at 773-880-6851
or KLabok@childrensmemorial.org.

T

43rd Ward Summer Safety Fest
he 10th Annual 43rd Ward Summer Safety
Fest for children ages 3 and older will take
place on Saturday, June 27, from 9 am to
noon. The event will be hosted by Alderman Vi Daley and Children’s Memorial Hospital.
This free, fun event will feature live entertainment, refreshments, prizes, and games at Lincoln
Park High School, 2001 N. Orchard. The entertainment will be provided by the Old Town School of
Folk Music, Emerald City, and DJs. Children can
learn about safe cycling, and the first 100 children
to arrive will receive a free helmet, fitted to them by
Mayor Daley’s Bicycle Ambassadors. Every child will
receive a goody bag and food and beverages provided by local businesses.

Market reminders

T

he Farmers’ Market in Lincoln Park takes
place on Saturdays in the Lincoln Park High
School Parking lot at Armitage and Orchard,
from May 15 through October. Market
hours are 7 am to 1 pm. Parking is returning to the
market; parking pay boxes also are available nearby
for on street parking. This year the market will welcome new vendors and fresh, hot brats for those who
need nourishment while shopping.
The Green City Market, Chicago’s only yearround sustainable green market, marks its 12th Anniversary this year. The market, which offers approximately 55 vendors, takes place near the south end of
Lincoln Park between Stockton Drive and Clark on
Wednesdays and Saturdays. The market begins May
12 and will continue through October; market hours
are 7 am to 1 pm.
Discounted parking is available for $9 for the first
two hours with validation in the Chicago Historical Museum parking lot off of Stockton Drive (for validation, patron must make a minimum $5 purchase at the market).
The Green City Market offers chef’s demonstrations and programs for children.
For more information about the Green City
Market and its programs, call 773-880-1266 or visit
www.chicagogreencitymarket.org. For more information about Farmers’ Markets, call the Department
of Special Events at 312-744-3315 or visit http://
www.chicagofarmersmarkets.us.
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From 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack

A

fter working with neighbors and the Chicago Department of Transportation on the
issue of the Chicago Terminal Railroad (CTR) Lakewood Branch railroad spurs, the
City of Chicago initiated, on June 10, 2009, an involuntary abandonment proceeding
with the Surface Transportation Board (STB). The filing included two unused railroad
branches owned by CTR, referred to as the Lakewood Branch and the Kingsbury Branch. The
Lakewood Branch runs roughly between Clybourn and Diversey. Some portions of the branch
are in the Lakewood Avenue right-of-way and others run through private property. The Lakewood Branch lost its sole commercial customer when the Peerless Candy Factory at Lakewood
and Diversey was closed and then torn down. Subsequently, CTR had been storing empty rail
cars along the branch, much to the dismay of the homeowners adjacent to the branch.
This filing set in motion a series of meetings with the railroad. As of March 5, the City’s attorneys working on the issue indicated that they were very close to a settlement with the CTR that
would result in the removal of the tracks along both branches, subsequent to the approval of
the abandonment by the STB. If a settlement is reached and the STB rules in favor of abandonment, the tracks that lie within the public way would be dealt with by the City, either through
removing them and selling the metal for scrap or paving over them. The tracks that lie on private
property would be turned over to the individual property owners. These private property owners
could arrange to remove the tracks and recoup the salvage value of the rails or leave them as is.
More recently, the City was able to get an agreement with the holding company that owns
the railroad lines to have them removed. We still have to wait for the STB to rule on the abandonment, but given that the owner will also be supporting the request, it should be approved.
Update on Metra Station
My staff and I have also met with Metra to discuss the problems we have observed at the Metra
stop at Clybourn, including a lack of parking and a lack of maintenance in the area.
Parking in the area has become more difficult due to the city meter lease and that has increased the number of commuters parking on Elston in the manufacturing area. The addition of
so many vehicles in the area has created more safety conflicts with delivery trucks from manufacturing companies, which we are now addressing.
In order to keep the area as clean as possible, we regularly check for abandoned bicycles
and do some of the maintenance on the outside of the station. We also request assistance from
the Sheriff’s Work Program, or SWAP, which sends out workers to clean up larger areas around
the station. Metra has indicated that it will be redesigning portions of the station to fit more vehicles and make the station more user-friendly and safe. Actual work timelines were not given,
but we will be working with Metra to keep the station operating safely.

Street cleaning
schedules available

3

2nd Ward: http://ward32.org/
residents/street-sanitation-services/
street-sweeping/; also sign up for email notices for a specific street via
the website.
43rd Ward: http://www.chicago43rd.
org/calendar.aspx?cal=2&loc=1&sub=16;
also sign up for e-mail notices for a specific
street via the website.
Note that the signs posted for street
cleaning are color-coded for each day.
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Alderman Waguespack
launches new website

3

2nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack announced the launch of his new website,
www.ward32.org. Access the website
for news; events; information about parking, schools, police, streets and sanitation services,
sidewalk cafes, and zoning; or request services. The
site also allows visitors to subscribe to the Alderman’s
on-line newsletter.

6													

Sheffield Neighborhood News

Rats! Get the facts and get rid of them

R

ats in Chicago are an unpleasant reality, but there are ways to virtually eradicate them
from your area. Understanding the facts about Chicago’s rats is the first step.

Chicago’s Rats
The city’s website describes Chicago’s rat population in detail:
Chicago’s rat population consists predominately of the Norway Rat. It has
coarse grayish hair, small ears, a blunt nose and the ability to gnaw through
materials as tough as cinderblocks. A Norway Rat can tread water for days (and
swim underwater); fit through an opening the size of a quarter and leap three
feet into the air. They ordinarily avoid humans, but will fight when cornered.
The Norway Rat has an average lifespan of approximately 12 months (females
generally outlive the males by several months). Beginning at the age of two
months, rats are capable of producing a new litter of young every month of the
year; each litter can contain up to 22 offspring. Litter sizes increase when food
is plentiful and decrease when food is scarce. Females can become pregnant
again within several hours of giving birth. As the food supply dwindles, the
stronger rats in the colony will kill and eat the younger and weaker ones.
Rats are extremely anti-social toward one another, existing in small colonies that usually range from one to five dozen individuals. Rat colonies are
constantly battling with one another -- a rat that strays into another colony’s
territory is promptly killed and eaten. This rodent warfare holds down the rat
population through death and injury, but the overall size of any rat colony will
depend upon the amount of available food.
Rats prefer fresh food, but will eat pet food and plants and can survive on rotting edibles or
even dog feces. Exposed garbage is the primary reason that rats proliferate. The risk of disease
being spread by rats to humans is very real: rats carry a variety of potentially infected fleas and
ticks that may be passed on to humans.
What the City Can Do
Chicago’s Bureau of Rodent Control investigates all rat sightings and places rodenticide
in rat burrows. Interior building conditions that are conducive to rodent infestations are
under the sole jurisdiction of the Chicago Department of Buildings.
The Department of Streets & Sanitation can issue “rat stoppage” tickets to property owners
who allow exterior building conditions that provide harbor for rats (including garbage, junk,
and debris accumulations). These tickets require the owners to take corrective action within 15
days; failure to comply enables the City of Chicago to perform this work and bill the owner for
any costs incurred.
The city can demolish dilapidated garages or sheds.
The city will repair or replace damaged garbage carts.
What You Can (and Should) Do
“Rat Proof” Your Property:
• Place all garbage and pet droppings in secure garbage containers.
o Request repair or replacement of damaged containers.
• Clean up dog droppings.
• Remove rotting fruits and vegetables in gardens.
• Clean up overfilled outside pet food dishes and bird feeders.
• Address holes in pavement or walls.
o For larger holes, cover the open area with hardware cloth and then
solidify with concrete or blacktop.
o Pay careful attention to exterior doors, making sure any opening
between the door and the floor is too small for rats and mice to enter – less
than 3/8 inch.
• Secure any easement space between two adjoining buildings.
o For small easement spaces, anchor a strip of sheet metal connecting to the property walls from ground level to a height of at least 10 feet.
Metal can be pre-colored to complement the appearance of the buildings.
o For large easement openings, which often house air conditioners or
other equipment, install a tightly sealed metal locked door with a concrete
threshold at each end.
• Remove junk, tires, lumber, and other debris that offers hiding places.
o If you need to store materials, place them at least 18 inches above
ground (or floor) level and at least one foot away from any wall or fence.
Call the city to request an inspection of your property and an evaluation of the best possible
means to eliminate a rat problem.
Download the two-page Rodent Brochure found under the Department of Streets & Sanitation on the city’s website (www.cityofchicago.org) and share it with your neighbors.
Call 311 to report both exterior and interior rat problems or sightings, as well as conditions that may contribute to rodent activity.
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Porch and deck
safety measures

T

he City of Chicago warns residents
of the danger of overloading porches
or decks with people, grills, or heavy
lawn furniture. The warning emphasizes that porches are designed to provide
ingress and egress to dwelling units and not to
serve as storage areas or venues for large parties. Property owners, landlords, and tenants
share the responsibility of maintaining a safe
environment.
This warning is especially important for
those of you who plan summer parties, especially during the upcoming Sheffield Garden
Walk & Festival.
The warning enumerates signs of a structurally unsound porch or deck system:
• Decks pulling away from the exterior
wall
• Weak footing at ground level
• Extensive exterior peeling paint
• Loose handrails
• Cracked or rotted members (e.g., steps,
handrails, decking)
• Leaking roof structures, gutters, and
downspouts above the system
• Loose and rotting decking and floor
joists
• Improper connection of structural
members (e.g., upright and lookouts)
• Balusters improperly installed and
maintained
The Chicago Building Code establishes
the standards for porch and deck construction. The city recommends hiring a licensed
contractor with extensive experience building
or repairing porches and decks. The building
owner bears the ultimate responsibility for obtaining a building permit to install or repair a
porch or deck, however. Architectural drawings may be required: porch and deck prototype construction guidelines and standards
are available.
For additional information about porch
and deck safety, including a guide to maintenance and evaluation, guides to design,
and Porch FAQs, visit www.cityofchicago.
org, or contact the Department of Buildings
at 312-744-3600 or buildings@cityofchicago.
org. Most important, report signs of structural
problems to 311; a building inspector then
will investigate.

Aldermen’s offices hold
vehicle sticker sales

Residents may purchase stickers at their respective
Aldermen’s offices on the following dates:
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack
2657 N. Clybourn
June 10, 10 am-5 pm
43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley
735 W. Wrightwood
June 19, 9 am-2 pm
Recall that last year the City Clerk’s Office converted to a new computerized system that not only allows
rapid processing of vehicle sticker orders via regular
mail and the Internet but allows the office to eliminate
the annual residential parking permit sticker. The new
vehicle stickers are printed with the appropriate zone
number; if the resident does not live in a zone or does
not want to purchase zone parking, “NONE” will be
printed in that field.
The new system reduces counterfeiting and sticker
thefts because the license plate number will be printed
on the stickers. In addition, it reduces costs by eliminating the need for the second, residential sticker for
permit zones. Moreover, residents ordering both a
vehicle sticker and zone parking permit via the Internet
will have to place just one order instead of two.
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Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
Good Business Neighbor Guidelines

I
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

t’s no secret we live and do business in a great neighborhood. In an effort to help keep it that way, following are a few small but simple tasks that business
and property owners can do on a daily basis. Not all of the suggestions may apply, but if everyone does what they can, the neighborhood will be a better
place. Also, in an effort to keep you informed and compliant with current city ordinances, the Chamber has highlighted several for you below.
Be sure to remove any snow or ice from the walkway in front of your business. It’s the law! The Chicago city ordinance states that “Every owner, tenant,
occupant or other person having charge of any building abutting upon any public way or public place shall remove the snow and ice from the sidewalk in
front of such building or lot of ground.”
Sweep and clean up any trash around your property. Don’t just sweep in front of your property, but sweep in front of your neighbors too! “It shall be unlawful for any person licensed to engage in any business or occupation abutting a public way...to litter or to permit the accumulation of any paper, rubbish,
or refuse upon that portion of public way...”
If there are vacant storefronts or doorways near your business, remove junk mail or newspapers that are left there.
Keep lights on in the front and in the rear of your property. If a light pole fixture needs to be changed, please call 311.
If you see a vacant property that needs maintenance, notify the owner or real estate agent about the problem or call your local streets and sanitation office.
Maintain and keep dumpster storage areas and adjacent alley areas clean and free of debris.
Don’t let any trash receptacles near your property overflow with garbage. These trashcans are not necessarily emptied by the city and need to be maintained by the private sector.

Stay
informed with the click of a mouse
Sheffield neighbors can easily keep abreast of the latest neighborhood developments and events by visiting a few websites or submitting an email address to the distribution
lists maintained by local institutions and organizations.
Websites:
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
www.sheffieldgardenwalk.com
www.lincolnparkconnect.com (project of the Lincoln Park Community Wide Forum and Children’s Memorial Hospital; connects Lincoln Park community services through a social and community service website; lists cultural institutions, government offices, community organizations, schools, and religious institutions; maintains community calendar
of events)
www.depaul.edu/community (contains construction updates, describes DePaul resources open to the community, identifies DePaul community committees, and provides information about the Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative)
www.depaul.edu/events (includes theater, music, lectures, and sporting events)
www.explorechicago.org (information about city departments, city services, licenses, special events, zoning, press releases, and more)
www.explorechicago.org (the City of Chicago new tourism site with information about things to do; where to eat, sleep and shop; facts about Chicago; travel; and
neighborhoods)
www.chicago43rd.org (information about the 43rd Ward, city stickers, residential parking permits, street cleaning schedule, other ward services, and events)
www.ward32.org (information about the 32nd Ward, Alderman Waguespack’s position on issues, street cleaning, news, and events)
www.lincolnparkchamber.com (contains maps, demographic information, residents’ guide, tourist information, and events)
www.lincolnparkshopping.com, www.armitageshopping.com (Armitage Halsted Webster Merchants list shops and hours, events, and directions)
www.quigley.house.gov (provides information about services, legislation, and events from US Congressman Mike Quigley)
www.senatorcullerton.com (lists current and past legislation sponsored by State Senator John Cullerton, community events, and links to other resources)
www.fritchey.com (provides State Representative John Fritchey’s position on issues, news stories about his efforts locally and in Springfield, and information about the legislative
process; also available is his blog, www.johnfritchey.blogspot.com.)
www.chicago.everyblock.com/locations/neighborhoods/sheffield-neighbors/.
EveryBlock includes daily information about crime, business applications and licenses, liquor licenses, business reviews, lost and found postings, real estate listings and transactions, building permits, filming, restaurant inspections, and street closures. Information can be extracted by street, ward, neighborhood, or zip code.
www.transitchicago.com (CTA information; also click on Construction & Renovation Updates, then Brown Line Capacity Expansion Project to access information regarding the
Brown Line Renovation relating to the Armitage and Fullerton stops)
www.cityofchicago.org/landmarks (includes list of permit approvals from the Commission on Chicago Landmarks)
Email Distribution Lists:
SNA: Association members receive notices regarding community events, safety alerts, neighborhood meetings, and volunteer opportunities. If you are a member but have yet
to provide your email address, please send it directly to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com. If you are not officially a member, please consider becoming one to
take advantage of the notices. Membership forms are available in this newsletter, online at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org, or by request via email.
18th District Community Policing Email Alerts: Sign up to receive email alerts directly from Sergeant Schumann from the 18th District Community Policing office by sending
an email request to Cynthia.Schumann@chicagopolice.org. She sends alerts about area crime activity here in Sheffield and in other parts of the 18th District. In addition, she
sends a monthly newsletter containing photographs of persons who have been arrested and charged for offenses committed within the district, as well as information about
upcoming events, for example, a School Supply Drive or a tour of the 911 center.
32nd Ward News
Alderman Scott Waguespack and the 32nd Ward office offer a service that provides news via email. To subscribe, visit www.ward32.org and sign up under Stay Connected at
the bottom of the page.
43rd Ward News
Alderman Vi Daley and the 43rd Ward office offer a service that provides news via email. To subscribe, visit www.chicago43rd.org and sign up in the box at the top right hand
side of the home page.
www.lincolnparkconnect.com
To receive monthly updates on events and featured organizations, click on “Receive monthly update” on the lower left-hand side of the site’s home page.
www.chicago.everyblock.com/locations/neighborhoods/sheffield-neighbors/
Sign up for email updates for any category in the upper-right hand corner of the page
City of Chicago Special Events: To receive updates about city events, visit www.explorechicago.org and click on “Sign Up for E-News” on the left side of the home page. You
can sign up for e-news from the Chicago Office of Tourism, the Mayor’s Office of Special Events, the Department of Cultural Affairs, and the Chicago Park District; you also can
download International Newsletters from the Mayor’s Press Office.
Emergency Notification by the OEMC
The City of Chicago OEMC (Office of Emergency Management and Communications) has a service that will send recorded telephone messages, text messages, and/or email
alerts for various emergency and non-emergency situations taking place throughout Chicago.
Register to receive information on everything from weather-related emergencies to traffic alerts. (Note that signing up is free, although you may be charged by your mobile
service provider for incoming calls, messages, and data.) Access www.alertchicago.org and follow the link to “Notify Chicago”; click on the box entitled “Notify Chicago.”

8													

Sheffield Neighborhood News

May / June 2010

Community safety update
BY JOHN ROBERTS

1

. Safety Tips
Biking
With the arrival of warmer weather, there are a
number of areas that with a little attention on
your part will make for a safe and healthy summer.
a. WEAR A HELMET – The danger of head injury from
a spill or collision will greatly be reduced or avoided
with adequate protection. No matter what your age,
the right protection can save you a lot of grief.
b. TRAFFIC SAFETY – Many cyclists erroneously
believe that they have the right-of-way on the streets
but they do not; bikes and cars have to obey the same
laws when it comes to stop signs and traffic lights.
Remind your children that a car does not stop on a
dime if they dart into the street from between parked
cars or fail to obey a stop sign or stoplight. Motorists
should also take care, especially in the spring and
summer months, to slow down and be more aware at
intersections of both pedestrian and bicycle traffic. In
the city, drivers must come to a complete stop before
entering the sidewalk area when moving out of an alley,
building, private road, or driveway. After stopping,
yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and all vehicles.
09-64-100(c). Alleys also act as emergency lanes, so
please do not block them
c. BIKE PATHS – Everyone that uses a bike path should
have the courtesy to follow the rules. Do not ride
three or four abreast, taking up the width of the bike
path. The same goes for speed zones, especially along
the lakefront. When there is heavy congestion on the
weekends, speed can cause accidents and altercations.
SLOW DOWN in a crowd, enjoy the day, and be
accident-free.
d. SECURITY – Always secure your bike with a good
anti-theft device and use it even if you are stopping
for a short period of time. Bicycle thieves appreciate
a lapse in security so that they can make off with your
bike.
Grilling
a. CHARCOAL GRILL – A charcoal grill and a wooden
deck are not a good mix. Due to insurance regulations,
many condominium association ban charcoal grills,
so before purchasing or using a grill, check with your
condominium association and/or landlord. Always
make sure that the coals are out and the lid is securely
on the grill before leaving the grill alone. A good
breeze can reignite the fire and send sparks flying when
no lid is on the grill. Also, there should be a receptacle
under the grill to catch the embers that might fall out
during and after grilling.
b. GAS GRILLS – After a long period of time such as
winter that the grill was not in use, you should inspect
the connections to ensure that no cracks or wear have
occurred. You should always vent your grill to dissipate
any accumulated fumes before lighting; it saves on
singed eyebrows.
Alerts from the Chicago Police Department
a. CREDIT CARD SCAMS. Typically, senior victims
are contacted by telephone at home and told that one
or more of their credit cards has been compromised.

The offender then tells the victim that to assist him or her,
the victim must either surrender his or her credit cards
or relate personal information, such as a social security
number or credit account number, over the phone to rectify the security breach. In the event the victim chooses
to give up the credit cards, the offender tells the victim to
place them in an envelope and that an associate will pick
them up.
• Do not give personal information over the telephone. Credit card companies will not ask for
your social security number.
• Do not give your credit cards or card numbers to
anyone.
• Hang up the telephone and contact police.
b. PICKPOCKETING. Pickpocket crews have been
working the CTA platforms and stations. One crew in
particular has three members and has been working the
Clybourn/North Avenue station.
• Be aware of your surroundings and people
around you.
• Keep briefcases and purses shut.
2. Crime Track
The SNA has tracked the major incidences of crime, to
keep the neighbors informed. Your vigilance has helped
the police to keep this areas crime incidence down.
Please keep up the good work by getting involved with
the CAPS meetings and calling 911.
This is the eighth installment of a pilot project to
track certain crimes. Initially, the project will track
crimes to persons that occur on the streets, sidewalks,
and alleys, as well as in residential garages, parking lots,
and parks. The statistics will be somewhat dated in that
they are based upon what is available from the Chicago
Police Department’s CLEARpath website on the date that
material must be submitted for publication. Thus, for
this issue, the project tracked crimes from March 1, 2010
through April 12, 2010. This is not every incident but
gives a good representation of the activity.
DAY/TIME		
March 06/3:30AM
March 29/9:40 PM
March 29/7:10 PM
April 02/3:00 AM
April 10/6:50 AM
April 18/1:28 PM
April 22/11:20 PM

BLOCK		
2300 N. Sheffield
2300 N. Greenview
1000 W. Dickens
900 W. Fullerton
2200 N Racine
1200 W. Webster
1000 W. Webster

LOCATION
Street
Sidewalk
Street
Sidewalk
Street
Sidewalk
Sidewalk

CRIME TYPE
Simple Battery
Robbery (Armed)
Simple Battery
Robbery (Strong Armed)
Simple Battery
Simple Battery
Simple Assault

TOTALS
February 26-April 25
(approximately 59 days) x 7
incidents = 1 incident per 8.43 days
January 6-February 25 (approximately 50 days) x 6
incidents = 1 incident per 8.33 days
October 19-January 5 (approximately 74 days) x 22
incidents = 1 incident per 3.36 days
August 9-October 16
(approximately 70 days) x 19
incidents = 1 incident per 3.68 days
June 7-August 8 		
(approximately 57 days) x 14
incidents = 1 incident per 4.07 days
April 12-June 6 		
(approximately 57 days) x 9
incidents = 1 incident per 6.33 days
Feb. 14-April 11
(approximately 57 days) x 9
incidents = 1 incident per 6.33 days
At the last CAPS meeting, the police handed out the

crime incidents as reported on ClearPath for the previous month. Once again overall crime is down throughout the 18th District. We must continue to support the
efforts of the men and women of the 18th District to
continue in this trend. Attend CAPS meetings and show
support.
To track other crime incidents yourself, use the Chicago Police Department’s CLEARpath website, www.
chicagopolice.org. The site links directly to CLEARmap,
which offers a comprehensive look at crime incidents
in Chicago via either a map or a graph. To access this
crime data, select Online Services, and then click on
CLEARmap. Or go directly to the link at http://gis.
chicagopolice.org/.
A map appears; click on the Crime Incidents icon
on the left. Select date parameters (available in twoweek intervals), then select to search by beat, and
finally choose beat 1811* or 1812*. Other options
include selecting a particular type of crime and filtering
by time and location. Then click GO.
A map will appear that includes icons denoting
crime types. For example, a mask denotes a robbery,
while a bottle denotes a liquor license violation. Definitions of the crime types can be accessed by clicking
on “Details” to the right of “Crime Types.”
Another useful option is to search by address rather
than by the beat; distance options are 1/8, ¼, and ½
miles.
For other ways to use the CLEARpath website,
see the Community Safety Update in the March/April
2009 issue of this newsletter, available on line at www.
sheffieldneighborhoodassociation.org by selecting the
Newsletters tab on the left and then clicking on “here”
in “Click here for archived news articles.”
3. Upcoming Dates to Remember
CAPS Meetings:
The Chicago police department monthly CAPS meetings are helpful in understanding the policing efforts
in our district (the 18th). The police prepare charts and
maps that identify all crimes committed in the last
month and discuss their efforts to arrest the perpetrators. They also bring the incident reports if a member
of the community wants further details of a crime. In
addition, the police bring guest speakers from the various departments to discuss their roles in the prevention of crime and give helpful suggestions on how the
community can help. The police have a number of
pamphlets describing ways to protect yourself and the
community, as well.
Attending a CAPS meeting is the best way to communicate your concerns to the officers who patrol your
community. SNA members attend the meetings, but
they need your support. I strongly urge members of
the community to take an active interest in the CAPS
program to show community support for the police.
*Beat 1811 & 1813 (North Ave north to Fullerton, Sheffield west to the Chicago River)
May 20, June 17 at 7 pm
St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland.
*Beat 1812 (Armitage Ave north to Fullerton,
Sedgwick then Clark west to Sheffield
St. Vincent DePaul Center, 2145 N. Halsted.
John Roberts chairs SNA’s Community Safety Committee.
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SNA sponsors Mayer School walkathon
BY STEPHANIE LINEBAUGH

O

scar Mayer Magnet School’s Annual Wellness–In-Motion Walkathon was held on
Friday, May 7, from 9 am to 3 pm. Mayer’s
Walkathon builds awareness about the
importance of healthy lifestyles for children. Mayer
students walked laps around Trebes Park, which is
adjacent to Mayer, to raise money through pledges
they secured to benefit the school. In addition, Friends
of Mayer, a not-for profit 501(c), raises money for
the Walkathon through generous sponsors. This year,
the Sheffield Neighborhood Association sponsored
the event with a $2,500 sponsorship donation. The
money raised funds teaching positions and other Mayer
expenses such as field trip buses, office supplies, and
sports equipment. Mayer School is currently undergoing an exhilarating transformation and reinventing itself
by taking on the rigorous challenges of adopting new
teaching philosophies and programs. With support from
groups like SNA, Mayer has become an extraordinary
part of the Chicago Public Schools system.

In addition to raising funds through sponsorships and
pledges for the Walkathon, Friends of Mayer held a raffle
of generous gifts donated by businesses, many from the
neighborhood. Raffle items included an autographed Jay
Cutler football, Cubs tickets, restaurant gift certificates,
and so much more!
You can find more information on the Walkathon or
how you can support Oscar Mayer Magnet School at the
Oscar Mayer School website (www.mayer.cps.k12.il.us)
or Friends of Mayer website (www.friendsofmayer.org).
Stephanie Linebaugh is SNA Secretary.

Save the date:
Lakefront Sculpture
Exhibit
Kick-off Party
June 4 at Sedgwick Studios
1540 N. Sedgwick
6 pm to 9 pm

SNA Business Members

Please shop locally and support the following SNA
Business Members:

11th District State Representative John Fritchey
2539 N. Southport
2 point perspective, inc.
2120 N. Bissell
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack
2657 N. Clybourn
43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley
735 W. Wrightwood
900 W. Fullerton Condo Assn
900 W. Fullerton
A Finkl & Sons
2011 N. Southport
AHWA c/o 1154 Lill Studio
904 W. Armitage
All She Wrote
825 W. Armitage
Armitage Racine Currency Exchange
1166 W. Armitage
Aroma Work Shop
2050 N. Halsted
Paula Arnett of Baird & Warner
737 N. Michigan
Art Effect
934 W. Armitage
Baker Construction Group
2222 N. Elston #201
Bauhs Creative Group
904 W. Webster
Beaumont Bar & Grill
2020 N. Halsted
Beverly Hammel Kitchen and Bath LLC
1216 W. Webster
Bridgeview Bank
1970 N. Halsted
cbc architects		
Children’s Memorial Hospital
2300 Children’s
Plaza
Cotelac
1159 W. Webster
Dairy Queen-Orange Julius
2200 N. Lincoln
Dee’s Restaurant
1114 W. Armitage
Dentistry for Children
1721 N. Halsted
DePaul Library
2350 N. Kenmore
DePaul University
1 E. Jackson
Design Shoppe
2009 N. Fremont
Devil Dawgs
2147 N. Sheffield
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop
2070 N. Clybourn
Dominick’s
959 W. Fullerton
Dr. Lori Portnoy
954 W. Armitage
Erica Fishman Smith, ASID
1158 W. Dickens
Family Pet Animal Hospital
1401 W. Webster
Fifth Third Bank
900 W. Armitage
Floriole Bakery
1220 W. Webster
Kate Garber of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
2254 N. Bissell
General Iron Industries, Inc.
1909 N. Clifton
Glascott & Associates
2156 N. Halsted
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.
2052 N. Seminary
Greater Little Rock Church
834 W. Armitage
Hellman Frame Shop
2152 N. Bissell
Home Depot
2665 N. Halsted
ICM Properties
1438 W. Belmont
Ja’ Grill Restaurant & Lounge
1008 W. Armitage
K. Paige Salon
956 W. Webster
Kelly’s Pub
949 W. Webster
Kincade’s
950 W. Armitage
Kith & Kin
1119 W. Webster
Licia Leslie, LLC
2330 N. Wayne
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
1925 N. Clybourn
Lori’s Designer Shoes
824 W. Armitage
M&R Car Imports Service
1951 N. Sheffield
Mario’s Place Barber Shop
2347 N. Southport
McGee’s
950 W. Webster
Milito Car Wash
1106 W. Fullerton
Milito Mobil
1106 W. Fullerton
My Corner Playroom
2121 N. Clybourn
National City Bank
921 W. Armitage
National City Bank
1640 W. Fullerton
Nature’s Perspective Landscaping		
Nookies Too, Inc.
2114 N. Halsted
Charlie Nunnelley of Fidelity Investments
401 N. Michigan
O’Brien Architectural Metals, Inc.
2100 N. Southport
Robinson’s #1 Ribs
655 W. Armitage
Millie Rosenbloom of Baird & Warner
2762 N. Lincoln
Sai Café, Inc.
2010 N. Sheffield
Sal’s Deli
1013 W. Webster
Salon Soca
1400 W. Webster
Sir Speedy
1711 N. Clybourn
Spex
2136 N. Halsted
St. James Lutheran Church & School
2101 N. Fremont
St. Josaphat Church
2311 N. Southport
St. Vincent de Paul Center
2145 N. Halsted
St. Vincent’s Church
1010 W. Webster
State
935 W. Webster
Strand
1123 W. Webster
Tarantino’s
1112 W. Armitage
Teeny Tiny Productions
1723 N. Fern Ct
The Local Option
1102 W. Webster
The Poison Cup
1128 W. Armitage
The Second Child
954 W. Armitage
Treasure Island
3460 N. Broadway
US Bank
1953 N. Clybourn
Victory Gardens Theater
2257 N. Lincoln
Wallace Realty
1700 N. Ashland
Webster’s Wine Bar
1480 W. Webster
Westend Dental
1170 W. Armitage

SNA
welcomes new members!
NA welcomes the following new members: John Riley and Margaret Gadon, Sharon Larson, Marilyn Major

S

and Steven and Sarah Noll.
SNA welcomes the following new business member: Floriole Bakery at 1220 W. Webster.
SNA accepts credit/debit card payments for your membership dues! Your invoice gives you the option
of paying your membership dues by check or credit card.
In addition, you will have the option of a one-year or three-year renewal as follows:
			
One Year		
Three Year
Family			
$20			
$50
Individual		
$15			
$35
Senior			
$5			
$10
Business		
$45			
$120
We need your support. Founded in 1959, SNA is a volunteer group of businesses and residents working together to improve the conditions of life, work, recreation, health and safety of our neighborhood. Here are some of
the things SNA does for you:
• Sponsors forums for neighbors to present their views on planning and development matters, parking, and
other important issues.
• Serves as neighborhood advocate working with the Aldermen’s offices and city departments to help provide
insight and guidance on the needs of the neighborhood.
• Publishes and distributes the bi-monthly Sheffield Neighborhood News to every doorstep, keeping the
neighborhood informed of events, activities, and plans which impact their quality of life.
• Works to beautify the neighborhood by planting and maintaining the planters on our corners and on our
commercial streets.
• Sponsors the annual Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival.
• Donates funds raised from the Garden Walk to local schools and non-profits within and serving the neighborhood.
As a dues-paying member, you will receive e-mail notices of Sheffield events, plans, and issues. If you are a
dues-paying SNA member and are not receiving email notices, please let us know your name and current email address at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com so we can update our records.
If you are not sure if your dues are paid to date, the SNA records can be checked…just email sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail. Your email address can also be checked, added, or changed. PLEASE pay your dues!
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join. Membership dues are listed above. Please complete the
form below and mail it with your check or credit card information to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233
N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you have not received your membership window decal and would like to display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

How can I....

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?
		

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
			
One Year
Three Years				
One Year
Family membership
$20		
$50
Senior membership $5 		
Individual membership $15 		
$35
Business membership $45		

Three Years
$10
$120

Credit Card __MasterCard __Visa __Discover Card
Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number					
Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:						
E-mail:
Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614
or fax to: 773-572-6575 if using credit card.
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Caring for a lifetime
BY NAOMI TSELEPIS

I

t’s garden season again, and once the elderly Residents who live with the Little Sisters get busy, you
will see plenty of new blooms on the block at the
corner of Lakewood and Belden. Many of us have
walked or driven by the home of the Little Sisters of the
Poor at 2325 N. Lakewood, but did you know that this
is home for 76 nursing home residents and 58 senior
independent living residents of all religious and ethnic
backgrounds? However, everyone here has one thing
in common: very few financial resources. This spring
and summer, they will be spending some quality time
outside in their new enabling garden.
Mission of the Little Sisters
The home is run by the Little Sisters of the Poor, an
international Catholic order of Sisters who dedicate
their lives to caring for the elderly poor. They have a
long history of caring for the Chicago elderly — since
1867. Nothing means more to the Sisters than continuing the spirit and work of their founder, St. Jeanne
Jugan. Twelve Little Sisters and their staff of 110 make
sure their residents have a loving home where they are
treated with dignity, compassion, and respect. Despite
the challenges they are facing to raise enough funds
for around-the-clock nursing care, kitchen and dining
room staff — everything involved in caring for their
residents — they are determined to create this garden
that will bring more joy and beauty to the home.
What is an Enabling Garden?
It’s a garden that eliminates physical barriers to gardening, creating an area where people of all ages and abilities can garden. Most of the nursing home residents use
wheelchairs or walkers, so the garden is being designed
with their abilities in mind. Sister Patricia Mary is the
Mother Superior of the home. “Our goal in creating this
Enabling Garden is to provide our nursing home and
apartment residents with another way to enhance their
lives,” she explains. “We know this will help promote
wellness, stimulate their senses and most of all, give our
residents great pleasure and satisfaction.”
As with many projects the Sisters undertake, they
will rely on the help of volunteers and neighborhood
partners to make this garden a reality. Sue Castro, a
neighbor and member of their Lay Advisory Board,
helped them get this project off the ground. “We are
thrilled that the Sheffield Neighborhood Association has
partnered with us in this endeavor,” she beams. First,
they met with SNA Past President and Parks & Beautification Chair Laury Lewis and obtained the support
of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association. Proceeds
from the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival have generously helped the Little Sisters for many years, so we are

Josephine Switanowski enjoys the grotto at the Little Sisters
Home.

excited to enhance this partnership.
The Sisters will rely on expert help from the Chicago
Botanic Garden. Gene Rothert is the Manager of the
Horticultural Therapy Services Department at the Chicago
Botanic Garden and author of The Enabling Garden.
After touring their outdoor space and learning about
their residents, Gene’s team will design the garden — 15
raised containers with a combination of plants and flowers that touch all senses. Most importantly, the residents
will be active in the planting and maintenance of the
garden. We will begin planting in early May.
If you would like to help the Little Sisters with this
project, we are seeking donations and volunteers. Please
contact Naomi Tselepis, Development Director at (773)
935-9600 to help. And be sure to come and visit us during the Sheffield Garden Walk, July 17-18, as we expect
the Enabling Garden to be an exciting addition.
Naomi Tselepis is Development Director of Little Sisters of
the Poor.

Lincoln Park Trolley
bids adieu

T

he Lincoln Park Trolley will not operate this
year. Ridership has plummeted, making the
cost per ride prohibitively high and thus not
an efficient use of funds. The once-popular
trolley had operated on weekends and holidays for the
past several years and in recent years had been funded
by 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley. Last year, city budget
constraints resulted in the elimination of other free trolleys operating in the city.

Improving real estate market in Sheffield*
BY PAULA ARNETT

T

he number of closed transactions of singlefamily homes and condos has increased for
the same time period, as you will see on the
accompanying chart. Eleven single-family
homes have closed in 2010, where seven closed in

both 2009 and 2008. The average selling price of single
family homes is up slightly in 2010 over 2009, or 2%, but
down from 2008. Closed condo units in 2010 are 30,
up 20% over 2009’s 25. However, their average selling
price of $449,237 for 2010 is down 19% over 2009’s
$532,530. There is still almost no demand for multi-unit
properties, and there is rarely vacant land available.
My 12th Annual 2008-2009 Sheffield Neighborhood
Real Estate Market Report will be published soon, and
many more details and statistics will be included. If you
would like a copy of this report or a previous report,
please contact me at 773-294-1822 or parnett@paulaarnett.com.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair and a Broker with
Baird & Warner specializing in residential real estate sales
for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.

Sheffield* Real Estate Prices for Closed Properties Jan. 1 - Apr. 29**				
Year
Single Family
Condo
Multi Unit
Vacant Land
Total

Number
2010
11
30
1
0
42

2009
7
25
1
0
33

Average Sold Price		 Average Market Time
2008		 2010
2009
2008		 2010
2009
2008
7		 $1,631,091
$1,602,000
$1,708,571		 109
150
164
24		 $449,237
$532,530
$499,017		 123
189
139
5		 $1,700,000
$1,397,000
$1,096,480		 42
111
188
0		 n/a
n/a
n/a		 n/a
n/a
n/a
36								

**Data compiled from MRED (Midwest Real Estate Data LLC) on April 29, 2010				
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