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SNA members elect officers, directors at Annual Meeting
BY CHRISTINE STRUMINSKI

T

he membership of the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association elected its 2011 officers and Board
of Directors at its January 18 Annual Meeting
at St. James Lutheran Church.
All of the officers returned from the last year with
the exception of Treasurer. This will provide continuity
for the Association as it moves forward in planning
and executing its events including the annual Sheffield
Garden Walk & Festival. The 2011 officers are
President: 			
Dan Hermann
First Vice President: 		
Ted Wrobleski
Second Vice President:
Judith Lauth Casey
Treasurer: 			
vacant
Assistant Treasurer:
Richard Ashbeck
Secretary: 			
Stephanie Linebaugh
The Directors elected to serve until 2014 include
three returning Directors and two members new to the
Board. Returning are Paula Arnett, Phil Piazza, and
Steve Gross. In the past, Paula has been responsible for
running the Garden Walk Patrons’ Party and chairing
the Membership Committee. She will continue the
latter. Phil has been deeply involved in the Garden
Walk for years. In addition, he sponsors and runs
the annual SNA Spaghetti Dinner. Steve is serving his
second term and brings his architectural expertise to
the Planning Committee and in representing SNA at the
Lakefront Sculpture Exhibit.
The new 2014 Directors are Malcolm Lambe
and Eric Mariani. Both are well-established
businesspersons, bringing additional management,
financial, and marketing expertise to the Board. In
addition, Malcolm and Eric have worked on the Garden
Walk over a number of years and are eager to devote
even more energy to the Sheffield community.
Directors to serve until 2012 in three vacancies
also were elected: Bob Birkmeyer, Laury Lewis, and

Save the date for the
2011 SNA Patrons’ Party
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Historic panels
installed at Fullerton el
—Planning Report

3

Join us for DePaul b-ball!

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association will
again sponsor a Neighbor Day at the DePaul University Lady Blue Demons basketball game on Sunday, January 30, at 3 pm.
Join us to see DePaul battle West Virginia. DePaul
is ranked 14th, having beaten #3 Stanford, and West
Virginia is ranked sixth in the country.
We will provide complimentary tickets to the
game, which you may pick up at Kelly’s Pub, 949 W.
Webster, on game day beginning at 1:30 pm, which
are also the time and place for our pizza party featuring complimentary pizza and soda.
In addition, you may reserve tickets by calling
SNA at 773-929-9255 or sending an e-mail to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

Help SNA keep our parks in top shape!
BY TOM LAWSON

T

he vibrancy of any community depends upon
the activity and effort of its residents contributing to make a better community for ourselves,
our families, and our neighbors. Certainly we
cannot wait, depend, or expect our local government
agencies to keep watch and improve our community; we
must be proactive to pursue the life style we feel comfortable within our communities, ensuring a safe and clean
environment with useful infrastructure for transportation,
education, and park and recreation opportunities.
Sheffield Neighborhood Association members have
been dedicated to the improvement to our community
for more than 50 years. One effort the members have
initiated and been consistently involved in has been the
improvement and maintenance of our two community
parks, Trebes Park adjacent to the Oscar Mayer School,
and Clover Playlot Park at Webster and Southport.
Last year, the SNA helped re-initiate the formation of
Photo for SNN by Tom Lawson

B

randy Rinehart will again organize the
SNA Patrons’ Party, which is scheduled for
June 3. This annual event is hosted at a
neighbor’s home or Sheffield business to
raise start-up costs for the Sheffield Garden Walk &
Festival: The 43rd Garden Walk will be held July 2324, 2011. Each attendee for the Patrons’ Party makes
a specified donation and brings an appetizer, while
beverages are provided through donations from local
businesses and Garden Walk vendors. Each attendee
will receive a goody bag with neighborhood merchant coupons. In addition, each attendee last year
received a kneepad for gardening with a Sheffield
logo.
SNA is grateful to Beverly Hammel Kitchen and
Bath at 1216 W. Webster for hosting last year’s Patrons’ Party. If you are interested in hosting this year’s
Patrons’ Party, please contact Brandy at brandy@
bhkitchenbath.com.

Pete Bergeron. Bob has been a long-time fixture on
the SNA Board, most recently serving as Treasurer. He
is also active in the Garden Walk and the Planning
Committee. Laury, too, has a long history with the SNA,
from serving as its President and currently co-chairing
the Garden Walk. Laury’s mark can be seen all over the
community as a result of his efforts as chair of the Parks &
Beautification Committee. Pete is new to the Board but
not to the community. He has been a member of SNA’s
Neighborhood Relations Committee.
Pete, Bob, and Laury join John D’Antonio and Patty
Hayes, who are continuing as Directors until 2012.
Continuing as 2013 Directors are Lisa Elkins, Dave
Bassin, Bas Bouma, John Roberts, and Tony Russamano.
A special thanks to the SNA Nominating Committee
members—Hillary Szanto, Colleen Sheehan, Bob
Birkmeyer, Patty Hayes, and Christine Struminski—for
their efforts in determining the slate for the Association.
Christine Struminski is a former member of SNA’s Board
of Directors.

Improvements at Trebes Park could not have been accomplished without the dedication of SNA members. Get
involved today and help keep our parks looking great!

The latest news
from Children’s
Memorial Hospital
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2010 —
The year
in review

two Park Advisory Councils, which serve as community
advisory to the Chicago Park District. While recent park
improvement progress has been difficult, a consistent
effort of communication and planning has been active
and the input from our community is very important to
keep these parks in the forefront of eventual improvement.
Community / neighborhood volunteerism is always
needed! You can easily volunteer to help by attending the next joint Trebes Park / Clover Playlot Advisory
Council Meeting planned for Tuesday, March 15, at
6:30 pm at Oscar Mayer School, or contact Tom Lawson at tom.lawson@att.net.
Tom Lawson is a member of SNA’s Parks & Beautification Committee and President of the Trebes Park Advisory Council.

Planning for the 43rd Annual
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival

T

he 2011 Garden Walk is set for July 23-24.
This neighborhood event is the largest festival in Chicago managed entirely by volunteers. Planning has already begun and those
individuals who have been managers are urged to
contact either co-chairmen, Laury Lewis (lbl1948@
yahoo.com) or Richard Ashbeck (rtashbeck@aol.com)
to confirm their continuing participation. The first
monthly managers’ meeting will be held on February
17. There are some openings this year for new managers, specifically enthusiastic individuals to manage
tickets and gates.
The annual Patrons’ Party has been scheduled
for June 3. If you are a Sheffield resident or business
and want to host the event, please contact Brandy
Rinehart (brandy@bhkithchenbath.com).

8

Tips for
a greener
2011
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY DAN HERMANN

A

s we kick off another year in the Sheffield
neighborhood, it is a good time to review the
continual progress we have made in our wonderful Sheffield neighborhood. As is the case
every year, various activity occurred around new retail
establishments, new developments, parks, neighborhood
beatification, DePaul University development, festivals,
and a lot more.
Some highlights from this year have included the
continued commitment to the beatification of the neighborhood with our planter program; another successful
Sheffield Garden Walk; the creation of Park Councils for
both Trebes Park and Clover Playlot that have brought
greater attention to the needs and uses of those two parks;
meaningful interaction with DePaul University regarding
its exciting long-range master plan; participation in the
review of the proposed projects at the two hospital sites
in adjacent neighborhoods — Lincoln Park Hospital and
Children’s Memorial Hospital; significant review of the
activities with increased development at the Webster and
Sheffield intersection; and much more.
As we move into 2011, the SNA is in the best financial health of its history with reserves that have been
built up over the last number of years that allow us the
financial flexibility to now plan without having to worry
about the financial existence of the SNA. With that in
mind, we are reinvigorating the Long-Range Planning
Committee in 2011, which will allow us to look forward
in detail and think about the role that SNA should play
for this neighborhood in the next decade and where our
resources should be directed. As part of this effort, we
expect do put a survey out to the Sheffield neighborhood
that will allow you, the community, to respond with your
thoughts related to the SNA and the role we play in the
neighborhood.
Remember, we cannot do all that we do at the SNA
without the volunteer board members and committee
members who commit their time and effort to the organization. We are always looking for more people from the
neighborhood to participate at any level – board member,
committee member, Sheffield Garden Walk volunteer, etc.
Please reach out to any of us at SNA to learn how you can
participate.
We look forward to another wonderful year in the
Sheffield neighborhood and we look forward to working
with as many of you as possible to continue to improve
the neighborhood for everyone.
DAN HERMANN
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Historic panels installed at Fullerton station
BY TED WROBLESKI

I

Halsted

The Special Events Commission of St. Vincent de Paul
Parish is hosting a night out, Frost on Sheffield!
Date: February 5, 2011 Time: 7 pm – 11 pm
Location: DePaul Student Center, 2250 N. Sheffield
Entertainment: Sixteen Candles (Eighties cover band)
Refreshments: Appetizers and four-hour open bar
Tickets: $80 per person Dress: Cocktail Attire
Buy tickets at: frostonsheffield.eventbrite.com

er

Frost on Sheffield

Fullerton

Riv

I

n what now has become customary, the Green
City Market has moved indoors to operate yearround at the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum at
2430 N. Cannon Drive, just north of Fullerton. The
Market features monthly themes and will be open on
the following Saturdays from 8 am to 1 pm:
February 12 and 26
Meat and Potatoes
March 12 and 26
Say Cheese!
April 9 and 23 		
Greens, Eggs and Ham
Parking is available on Cannon Drive or in the
Diversey Harbor lot across from the Nature Museum.
The following CTA bus routes also serve the indoor
Market: the Northbound 151 Sheridan to the Southeast
corner of Fullerton Parkway and Stockton Drive, the 76
Diversey, which stops in front of the Museum during
Museum hours, the 22 Clark, and the 36 Broadway.
The closest train stop is the Fullerton Red/Brown/Purple
line stop (walk east on Fullerton to Cannon Drive).
For more information, contact the Green City Market at 773-880-1266 or admin@chicagogreencitymarket.org, or visit www.chicagogreencitymarket.org.
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Green City Market
continues indoors

Sheffield
ica

n a nod to a significant part of the history of the
Sheffield National Historic District, the Chicago
Transit Authority is installing in the Fullerton elevated station six bas-relief friezes that were taken
from the historic Gymnasium Building that once stood
immediately to the east of the elevated tracks just to the
south of the Fullerton elevated station. The Gymnasium
Building was demolished in 2008 to make way for the expansion of the station by the CTA. The friezes are being
displayed in the historic station house on the north side of
Fullerton near the stairway to the station platform.
The Gymnasium Building was completed in 1929 as part
of a campus renovation plan by the McCormick Theological
Seminary. The Seminary occupied the property from Halsted
Street on the east to Sheffield Avenue on the west and from
Fullerton Avenue on the north to Belden Avenue on the south
from 1859 until it moved to Hyde Park in 1975. In 1927, the
descendants of philanthropist Nettie Fowler McCormick, who
died in 1923, made a gift to the Seminary for a renovation
of the campus. It called for the replacement of certain old
19th-century red-brick Queen Anne designed buildings with
buildings in the gray collegiate Gothic Revival style that had
become popular at the University of Chicago and other college campuses. The architect Dwight G. Wallace designed
the Gymnasium Building, which was completed in 1929. He
also designed the companion Commons Building, which was
completed in 1932. Because of the Great Depression and
World War II, the Seminary did not complete any more of the
planned Gothic-style buildings.
Mrs. McCormick, who was the widow of Cyrus Hall
McCormick, the inventor of the McCormick reaper, was
a principal benefactor of the seminary for many years
and had been actively involved in the construction of the
rowhouses that are now the Seminary Townhomes that are
also known as McCormick Rowhouse District, a Chicago
Landmark District. In 1943, the Seminary, which had once
been known as the Presbyterian Seminary of the Northwest
and by several other names, became the McCormick Theological Seminary, named for Cyrus McCormick.
In 1976, DePaul University acquired the McCormick
campus, except for the rowhouses, which were sold to
private owners. The Gymnasium Building was renamed
the Hayes-Healy Gymnasium and the Commons Building, which remains at 2324 North Fremont and recently
was renovated by DePaul, became Cortelyou Commons.
Bas-relief friezes of the sort that were installed on the
Gymnasium Building, symbolizing the activities within
the building, were a common feature of art deco-style
influenced buildings of the 1920s and 30s. DePaul’s

O’Connell Hall at Kenmore and Belden, another building of this era, also has friezes on the exterior depicting
the scientific pursuits conducted within.
When the Chicago Transit Authority decided to
expand the Fullerton elevated station as part of its
Brown Line renovation project, its plans for lengthening and widening the station required that the Gymnasium Building be demolished. Since the Gymnasium
Building was a significant structure eligible for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places because it is
located in the Sheffield National Historic District, and
the Brown line project was being funded in part with
federal funds, the CTA was required to obtain a Finding
of No Significant Impact (“FONSI”) from the Federal
Transportation Administration (FTA).
The FTA made such a finding pursuant to a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the CTA and
other interested parties. The Agreement required a
record be made of the building before it was demolished and for public input on the plans for the site. An
ad hoc community group, the Friends of the Fullerton
El, as a consulting party in the process, urged that the
CTA and DePaul work together to save relevant portions
of the façade and this requirement was included in the
MOA.
When the Gymnasium was demolished, the bas-relief friezes depicting various athletic activities that were
part of the façade of the building were saved. With the
efforts of 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley and her office
and the help and support of DePaul, the CTA and the
community, these friezes became part of this display
within the station so that a part of Chicago history and
architecture can be remembered and enjoyed by future
generations of public transit riders and others.
The installation was designed by Michael Grocza,
who has displayed the panels so that they can be seen
by transit patrons for many years to come.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.

Ch

A BLUE RIBBON DAY — St. Josaphat School celebrated
its recent U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon
Award with all of the children and some distinguished
guests. Along with Fr. Richard Prendergast, our pastor;
and Fr. Mike Gabriel, our associate pastor; Bishop Francis
Kane; Sister Mary Paul, Superintendent of Archdiocesan
Schools; Alderman Waguespack; Sal Guccione, Assistant
Superintendent of Archdiocese schools; Fr. Ken Simpson,
pastor of St. Clement’s Church; Mrs. Betty Rusin, former
principal; and Mr. Tim Tutin, Department of Education
representative, were all on hand to celebrate with us.
Three hundred and fourteen schools nationwide received
the Blue Ribbon. St. Josaphat School was one of only
two schools to receive the award in the City of Chicago.
The award recognizes schools with academic excellence,
educational leadership, and superior educators delivering
high-quality curriculum.
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Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
Sheffield Neighborhood Association
President		
Dan Hermann
First Vice-President
Ted Wrobleski
Second Vice-President
Judith Lauth Casey
Secretary		
Stephanie Linebaugh
Treasurer
Vacant
Assistant Treasurer
Richard Ashbeck
Board of Directors: Paula Arnett, David Bassin, Pete
Bergeron, Bob Birkmeyer, Bas Bouma, John D’Antonio,
Lisa Elkins, Steve Gross, Patty Hayes, Malcolm Lambe,
Laury Lewis, Eric Mariani, Phil Piazza, John Roberts, Tony
Russomanno. Committee Chairs: Communications, Judith
Lauth Casey; Community Safety, John Roberts; Events, TBA;
Historic Resources, TBA; Membership, Paula Arnett; Neighborhood Relations: Patty Hayes; Parks & Beautification,
Laurence Lewis; Planning, Ted Wrobleski; Schools, TBA;
Garden Walk, Laurence Lewis and Richard Ashbeck.
Staff of Sheffield Neighborhood News
Editor		
Jay Becker, 773-481-1147
Advertising Manager
Nancy Bradt, 312-203-4085
Items to be considered for the Sheffield Neighborhood
News should be sent to: Jay Becker, Editor, SNA, 2233 N.
Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. Copy deadlines are the first
Tuesdays in February, April, June, August, October, and
December for the following month’s issues; advertising
deadlines are the 10th of February, April, June, August,
October, and December for the following month’s issues.
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Children’s Memorial Hospital updates
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

H

ospital. Children’s Memorial Hospital CEO
Patrick Magoon provided community representatives with a report on the status of the
hospital in Lincoln Park and construction of
its new hospital in Streeterville at the quarterly meeting of its Community Relations Committee (CRC) on
December 6, 2010.
Magoon reported that renovations are on schedule
for the completion of infrastructure improvements at
the Clark/Deming facility. Com Ed has completed all of
the excavation work along Deming for the new electrical service at the Deming building. Remodeling work
began in the Clark building in mid-December 2010.
Major work in the Deming building is scheduled to
begin in February 2011. Most of the work will be complete by January 2012 and fully complete by September
2012. Repair work on the Deming Garage should be
completed by the time of this publication.
Construction of the new hospital remains on time
and on budget. Exterior construction elevators recently
were removed and the remaining pieces of the final
exterior are being placed. Focus is shifting to finishing
the interior build-out of each floor. Lower floors, which
are comprised of the diagnostic and treatment services,
are near completion. Upper floors, comprised of inpatient services, are slated for installation of electrical and
plumbing components.
Children’s continues to plan for the transition of
staff, equipment, furniture, and patients to the new
hospital. Patients will be moved on Saturday, June 9,
2012. A hospital transition team is working with key
City agencies to plan for routing ambulances, families,
staff, and equipment related to the patient move. The
hospital will provide more details to the CRC members
and other organizations as they become available.
Redevelopment of Site. As expected, US Equities
began marketing the hospital’s Lincoln Park property
officially on September 20, 2010, using the website
www.lincolnparkdevelopment.com. Ultimately, nine
teams submitted proposals, which US Equities will review this month. The teams will be given an opportunity to modify their proposals after the review, after which
US Equities expects to create a short list of proposals in
early March.
Magoon emphasized that the hospital is committed to working closely with its neighbors to support a
development that is good for the community. It fully
supports the Children’s Memorial Site Re-Use Feasibility Handbook, prepared by HOK through a community
input process under the leadership of Alderman Daley.
For more about the Feasibility Study and a summary of
the Handbook, see page 6 of the November-December
2009 issue of this newsletter, available online at http://
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org/sites/sheffieldneighborhood.org/files/NOV09%5B1%5D_0.pdf.
In a new development, the hospital presented its
interest in launching a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) eligibility study for the property. The hospital thinks that
examining TIF eligibility prior to selecting a developer
could help advance the process of re-development.
S.B. Friedman and Company will conduct the study.
According to Children’s, the goal of establishing
TIF designation would be to build community and
city-wide benefits into the planning for the property:
for example, options for workforce housing, open
space, building restoration, construction and repair of
infrastructure, and school improvements. Many of the
hospital’s buildings, which were designed for medical
use, are more than 80 years old, and TIF funding could
help defray the significant costs associated with demolition, environmental remediation, and/or updating utilities. The designation of a TIF district also could make
funds available to renovate community facilities such as
Lincoln Elementary School and the Belden Apartments
for the Disabled at Belden Avenue and Halsted Street.
The catalyst for Children’s pursuit of the TIF Eligibility Study was the HOK Study and Feasibility Handbook,
which identified community goals that the hospital
believes may be difficult to achieve without critical City
support. These goals include a mixed-use development
consistent with the existing neighborhood, availability
of housing that serves a mix of income levels, and environmentally friendly design.
TIF is a program that allocates future increases
in property taxes from a designated area to pay for
improvements within that area. The program typically

lasts up to 23 years after the creation of the TIF district.
The study area under consideration could include the
hospital properties, Lincoln Elementary School to the east
of the hospital, Belden Apartments for the Disabled at
Belden Avenue and Halsted Street, and commercial property on Lincoln Avenue north of Fullerton Street.
Public meetings regarding a TIF likely would be held
in February and May. For FAQs about TIFs provided by
S.B. Friedman and Company, visit sheffieldneighborhood.
org.
The hospital’s overall timeline anticipates selection of
a buyer/developer by spring or summer 2011, followed
by community meetings and city review and approvals
through Spring 2012. Children’s projects closing with a
buyer by August or September 2012.
More information is expected when the CRC reconvenes in early February. SNA will communicate any new
time-sensitive information via e-mail to its membership.
Or visit sheffieldneighborhood.org for updates.
Community-Wide Forum. The Forum presented
“Living Green in Lincoln Park” in 2010 with three
educational events focused on different segments of the
community: Business, Residential, and Schools/Institutions. Planning for the fourth and final wrap-up event is
in progress.
In conjunction with the educational events, a greenfocused webpage was added to www.lincolnparkconnect.com (the Forum’s second project) as an online
resource guide. Be sure to check out http://lincolnparkconnect.com/green/.
The Community-Wide Forum was created in 1999
by community members and community, business, and
institutional organizations located in Lincoln Park (including SNA), and Children’s Memorial Hospital. The Forum’s
mission is to leverage the considerable resources of the
Lincoln Park community towards improving the quality of life in our neighborhood. The Forum’s first project
focused on improving the educational experience for
students at Lincoln Park High School through several new
programs. The second project, lincolnparkconnect.com,
connects residents to community resources via a website. The Forum’s third project, “The Year of the Child,”
featured a series of free, family-friendly events held at
local schools in partnership with Lincoln Park institutions
and organizations; each event was designed to promote
child-focused education and activities.
For more information about “Living Green in Lincoln
Park,” please contact Ken Labok at 773-880-6851 or
KLabok@childrensmemorial.org.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.

17th Annual
Fleur
de Lis Ball
oin St. Vincent de Paul Center as it hosts the

J

17th Annual Fleur de Lis Ball on Saturday, February 26, 2011, from 6 pm to midnight at the
Chicago Hilton and Towers. Proceeds from this
event will directly enable the Center to provide highquality child care for children of low-income families,
services to seniors, and outreach to the homeless.
The premier black-tie event draws over 725 guests
and features cocktails, dinner, dancing, and music
courtesy of the Gentlemen of Leisure, live and silent
auctions, and a raffle.
This year, the event will honor Lynne and Gary
Penrith and UBS. Honorees exemplify St. Vincent’s mission to “strengthen and empower those most in need to
reach their greatest potential.”
Please join us in celebrating Lynne and Gary
Penrith and UBS for their work to better the lives of St.
Vincent de Paul Center families. Lynne and Gary Penrith have been long-time friends and supporters of St.
Vincent’s, joining the Fleur de Lis auction committee in
1993 and becoming valuable members of the Advisory
& Development board in 1994. UBS, since 2007, has
assisted St. Vincent de Paul Center in creating a safe
environment for children to learn and develop. UBS
seeks to have a positive influence on the social and environmental well-being of local communities in which
it is active.
Tickets are $300, with table sponsorships ranging
from $6,000 to $15,000. Reservations can be made
online at www.svdpc.org (click on Fleur de Lis Ball) or
by contacting Julia Kittle at 312-278-4275 or jkittle@
svdpc.org.
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2010 — The year in review

2

010 was a memorable year for the
Sheffield neighborhood. Following are
words and pictures highlighting some
of the key events.

2010 SNA
Annual Meeting

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association held its 2010 Annual
Meeting on February 2 at St. James
Church, Fremont and Dickens. SNA
members elected officers and directors and
presented Educator awards to outstanding
teachers and the Sheffield Star Award for
community service. SNA Board members
provided updates on the association and
the neighborhood, and neighbors enjoyed
refreshments from local establishments.
Photos for SNN by Ted Wrobleski
Five area residents received the Sheffield Star Award.

SNA donates to
community organizations

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association made donations to the following community organizations in
2010:
St. Josaphat School
St. James School
Mayer Elementary School
Lincoln Park High School
St. Vincent DePaul Church (food for the
Needy Program)
Christopher House
St. Vincent DePaul Center
Little Sisters of the Poor
St. Josaphat Church (food for the Needy
Program)
St. James Church (food for the Needy Program)
Greater Little Rock Church (food for the
Needy Program)
Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
St. Teresa’s Church (food for the Needy Program)
Lakefront Sculpture Exhibit
Lincoln Park Community Shelter
Oz Park Baseball League
43rd Ward Bingo For Seniors

T

he 42nd Annual Sheffield Garden
Walk & Festival was held on July
17-18. As always, the success of the
Garden Walk depends in large part
on the weather. In stark contrast to last summer, this summer ranked as one of the hottest
and rainiest summers on record. The warmer
temperatures presented a challenge for many
gardeners because many plants bloomed 2-3
weeks earlier than usual.
However, we still had a great representation of Sheffield gardens. The third annual
garden contest brought out many new exhibitors and some new exciting creative gardens
to view.
One of the new garden exhibitors was
the Enabling Garden at The Little Sisters of
the Poor, created with input from the Sheffield Neighborhood Association. This garden
enables individuals with physical limitations
to actively garden and or enjoy the benefits
of a garden. The garden is comprised of 20
large containers planted with many different
varieties of flowers, herbs and vegetables that
appeal to an individual’s different senses. This
garden attracted a record of over 500 people
and received second place for community
gardens in the 2010 Mayor Daley’s Landscape
Awards program.
The weekend of the Garden Walk, we experienced high temperatures in the mid-90s;
however, there was no rain. Despite the heat,
more than 5,000 people toured the neighborhood viewing the gardens and the architectural landmarks. The always-popular Kids Corner
attracted over 2,000 kids to enjoy the many
attractions including the pig train, face painting, petting zoo, and the hands-on activities
from Home Depot and the Bubbles Academy.
The music line-up was stellar as always with
Cowboy Mouth and Rusted Root headlining
on Saturday and Sunday.
The success of the Garden Walk would
not be possible without the efforts of the over
400 volunteers. A great BIG thanks to them.
The 43rd Annual Sheffield Garden Walk &
Festival will be held July 23-24. See you then!
—Laury Lewis, Co-Chairman, Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival

Photos for SNN by Skorburg & Associates Photography

Janet Swenson (second from right) with recipients of
SNA’s Educator Awards.

Sheffield hosts 42nd Garden Walk & Festival

SNA Spaghetti Dinner brings neighbors together

S

NA held its annual Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, November 20,
2010, at DePaul University’s Cortelyou Commons. Neighbors and
friends gathered once again for the best
bargain meal in the neighborhood and
great camaderie. And, once again, chef
Ronnie Lenzi of the Erie Street Café donated the all-you-can eat spaghetti entrée.
McGee’s Pub on Webster donated the pizzas, salads, wines, and beverages. Chicago Beverage donated the beer. SNA thanks
these vendors, as well as Dairy Queen on
Lincoln and Webster for donating coupons,

for their generous contributions in making
this family event a success!
The children enjoyed games, while all
moved to the music provided by St. Jam’s.
The evening ended with a raffle of neighborhood discount coupons and a gift bag
donated by Trader Joe’s on Clybourn.
—Phil Piazza, SNA Board of Directors
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SNA Committees report on 2010 activities
Communications Committee
The bi-monthly Association newsletter (the Sheffield Neighborhood News or SNN) continued the tradition of a “Year in Review” in the January/February issue and for the second year featured a
focus on SNA donation recipients in the March/April issue, which also has become the primary issue in which SNA remembers long-time Sheffield neighbors and contributors. Future SNNs will
include regular articles on how to live more “green” in Sheffield and the return of business spotlights.
Although the SNA board had approved a plan to convert the SNN to an electronic format last year while continuing to hand-deliver two of the six issues (the Year in Review Issue in January/February and the Garden Walk Issue in July/August), that plan has been delayed to await the results of an upcoming survey of Sheffield neighbors and analysis by a new Long-Range Planning Committee.
The SNA website, www.sheffieldneighborhood.org, attracts a growing number of visitors each month as more meetings and events are posted. Plans for 2011 include refreshing the site and
making changes that may be recommended after study by the Long-Range Planning Committee.
Finally, the Committee continued to inform the membership of safety alerts, meetings, events, and other time-sensitive information through periodic e-mail blasts.
—Judith Lauth Casey, Chair
Events Committee
Spaghetti Dinner: Once again, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association held its annual Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, November 20, 2010, to a record crowd. This longstanding neighborhood
tradition brings friends and neighbors together for a relaxed evening of great food, beverages, music, and family fun. The Spaghetti Dinner has become a signature event of the Sheffield community due to the generosity and dedication of Phil and Tom Piazza and their committee of Ronnie Lenzi, Paula Arnett, Richard Ashbeck, and Patty Hayes. Remember to check the SNA Calendar
in November 2011 for this year’s event.
Trebes Park Concert and Movie Series: Beautiful Trebes Park in the heart of the Sheffield neighborhood was the setting for two excellent “Musical Events” and a “Movie in the Park” in 2010.
On June 17, the St. Jams rocked in the park and provided its great repertoire of jazz, blues, folk, and rock and roll. The summer evening provided the perfect venue for an evening of food and
music under the stars. On July 29, SNA was fortunate to have the return engagement of renowned jazz vocalist Alison Ruble and her quartet of outstanding musicians perform music from the
Great American Songbook combining her unique style and their harmonious sounds. With gratitude to Trebes Park Supervisor Adele Bach, the Trebes Park movie in the park was previewed on
August 19 with the showing of the family movie, “Shorts.” We are grateful to all our neighbors that made these events a success. We look forward to seeing everyone at Trebes Park in 2011.   
—Jeanne Gray, Chair
Historic Resources Committee
With regard to historic preservation and our landmark districts, two buildings in the Armitage-Halsted Landmark District at 934 and 935 West Armitage won Preservation Awards for the outstanding work done by the owners in exterior renovation of those properties. The Armitage-Halsted Landmark District Community Advisory Committee on which the SNA is represented continues to
provide input to the Landmarks Commission and the Alderman’s office about new signage and façade modifications proposed by the businesses along Halsted and Armitage. These included the
new Laudi Vindi sign at 1007 West Armitage and a new sign for Title Nine at 1024 West Armitage. A new awning and sign for an Einstein’s Bagel shop at 948 West Armitage are currently under
review. We have also been promised Landmark District street signs for Armitage and Halsted by the city and anticipate that they will be installed sometime in 2011.
In the Bissell Street Landmark District, Lisa and Ron Elkins have received approval for the installation of photovoltaic panels on the roof of their landmark townhouse with the support of the
Historic Preservation Division of the Chicago Department of Planning and Land Use Planning. This was detailed in an article in the November/December 2010 issue of SNN.
In June 2011, the Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative will present a program by historic researcher Diane Gonzalez about researching the history of your home and the people who
lived in it. Diane is an Old Town resident and LPCRI committee member who has extensive experience in researching old homes in Lincoln Park. She will look at several properties and show
what research resources are available and how to access them. This should be of interest to every Sheffield resident who lives in or near a vintage home, whether they are in a Chicago Landmark
District or not.
—Ted Wrobleski, SNA Board
Neighborhood Relations Committee
The Neighborhood Relations Committee continues to be your voice for neighborhood-related issues, including sidewalk cafes renewals and applications, liquor licensing, parking, and loadingand valet-zone issues. The NRC is working to improve opportunities for community input on these issues.
The process involved in establishing a liquor license or sidewalk café in the Sheffield neighborhood usually involves the SNA, 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack or 43rd Ward Alderman
Vi Daley, and often the community. Typically, a business or the Aldermen bring a licensing request to the SNA. The NRC initially reviews the request and may hear a presentation by the business.
It then determines whether to hold a community meeting for potentially affected neighbors to learn about the request and express concerns or suggestions. An e-mail blast advises members of
the meeting and notices are hand delivered to the area. Once community input is received, the NRC makes a recommendation to the SNA Board, which votes upon a position to communicate to
the Alderman as the official SNA opinion.
The NRC assisted many Sheffield business owners with liquor license requests and sidewalk cafes in 2010, including: El’s Kitchen, Café Floriole, Sal’s Deli, and Kith and Kin. It also worked
with Kith and Kin on a loading and valet zone.
In addition, an NRC member represents the SNA at monthly CAPS meetings, where local liquor licensees and Chicago Police officers give updates on the latest neighborhood news. These
meetings take place on the third Wednesday of every month at 4 pm at Goose Island Brewery at Clybourn and Sheffield. All neighbors are welcome to attend.
—Patty Hayes, Chair
Parks and Beautification Committee
This past year was a year of continued growth (no pun intended) for beautification in Sheffield, the “Garden District of Chicago.” The 70 street planters located along the business thoroughfares
and several residential streets were spectacular. The planting theme this year focused on more foliage color using various varieties of Coleus and ornamental grasses rather than flower blooms.
This, combined with the warmer temperatures and lots of rain, made the planters look great all season. Finkl Landscaping again did a great job of maintaining the planters. Trebes Park received
first place for the third time for community gardens in Mayor Daley’s annual landscape awards program. A special thanks to those community volunteers who helped in the garden, including
Tom and Jeannie Lawson and Bas Bouma. A great BIG thanks goes to Home Depot-Lincoln Park for providing 75 perennial plants, several cubic yards of mulch and garden soil for the planting
beds at Trebes, as well as having many of its employees spend a couple of days helping with the plant and mulch installation. The street planters received an honorable mention for community
streetscapes in Mayor Daley’s landscape awards program.
—Laury Lewis, Chair
Planning Committee
With the economic downturn and the decline in real estate development, there was less activity for the SNA Planning Committee to review in 2010. Nonetheless, there continued to be matters
of significance to consider. The most significant development of 2009 in Sheffield relating to planning and development was the completion and approval of the DePaul University Master Plan
2009-2019 for the Lincoln Park Campus. 2010 saw the beginning of the implementation of that plan. First, the renovation of the athletic facilities at Wish Field with the construction of Cacciatore Stadium was completed. DePaul also renovated its oldest dormitory, Corcoran Hall (just west of Wish Field), transforming it into a much more attractive building, including repainting the
exterior to match the red-brown brick color of most other buildings on campus. The new Art Museum on Fullerton next to the el and the academic building at Kenmore and Belden are under
construction and expected to be completed in 2011. With those completed, work is expected to begin on the new Theater Building at Fullerton and Racine this summer. The DePaul Neighborhood Advisory Committee, which includes representatives of the SNA and other community groups, continued to meet during the year reviewing the progress on these buildings. In addition,
DePaul has been working with the Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) on a plan to improve traffic flow and pedestrian safety on Sheffield between Webster and Fullerton. It is anticipated that CDOT will begin work on these improvements this year.
The future of the Finkl Steel site is uncertain as of yet. Finkl’s operations are expected to move to the south side in 2011, but there has been no word on possible future use for this large
parcel of land along the river. Children’s Memorial developments are described in another article in this issue of SNN. An addition to the St. Josaphat elementary school was approved in 2010
and work is being completed on that project.
With regard to private development, the downturn in construction and real estate activity in general certainly affected Sheffield. The property at 855-859 West Dickens remains undeveloped. In 2009, the owner of this property attempted to obtain a variation from the Zoning Board of Appeals to construct a six-unit apartment building on this property. The owner’s proposed
plan was opposed by neighbors, the SNA, and Alderman Daley, and the owner did not receive the variations that he needed to construct the building that he proposed. There has been no further
word from the owner as to what his intentions are with regard to this property.
A most significant and problematic development in 2010 was the construction of three three-unit condominium buildings at 2034, 2036, and 2038 North Sheffield. The developer submitted plans that required no zoning changes, variances, or administrative adjustments to conform to the RT-4 zoning of those properties. However, he failed to construct the buildings in conformity with the plans and RT-4 zoning. Specifically, the buildings were constructed with considerably more square footage than allowed by the zoning. The City Building Department, when
becoming aware of this violation, issued a stop order on all work on these buildings, which were substantially complete. It was then discovered that the same builder had constructed similarly
non-conforming projects in the Wrightwood Neighbors area to the north, one of which had been completed and sold to individual owners. The Sheffield Neighborhood Association met with
the developer, who hopes to obtain a change in the zoning to RT-5 that would make his buildings legal so he can complete the project. Thus far, the SNA has opposed this zoning change, which
would, in essence, reward the builder for flaunting the Zoning Code. However, these buildings now are a continuing eyesore and will deteriorate further if something is not done with them. A
community meeting regarding the future of this development and the owner’s request for a zoning change will be held on January 24 at 7 pm at the St. Vincent de Paul Church Rectory, as the
owner’s zoning change request will be before the City Council Zoning Committee on January 27. Look for a notice for a community meeting about this project soon.
Another significant development was the official abandonment of the railroad right-of-way to the west of Lakewood by the order of the U.S. Surface Transportation Board. This makes this
property more available for development. In addition, the building to the west of the tracks on Webster that older residents will recall as “Mike’s Cop Bar” is on the market. This should be an
area of community interest in the upcoming year. We can look forward to another interesting year on the SNA Planning Committee in 2011. If the real estate sector of the economy improves,
look forward to a lot more private development, both residential and commercial.
—Ted Wrobleski, Chair
Schools Committee
Oscar Mayer Magnet School was given the honor of being selected as a site school for the American Montessori Society’s 2011 Annual Conference. Fifty visitors from around the country will visit
the school to observe classrooms and visit with the leadership team at Oscar Mayer on March 27.
The Garden Project at Oscar Mayer took third place in the City of Chicago Landscaping competition in 2010. The award was presented on November 6.
Two of Oscar Mayer’s outstanding teachers, Ms. Muchow, 7th- and 8th-grade Humanities and Language Arts teacher, and Ms. Townsel, a World Language Teacher, have been nominated for
the Golden Apple Award.
Oscar Mayer has completed the 3-year International Baccalaureate certification process and in October 2010 had its authorization visit by an IB visiting team.
[Activities at other Sheffield schools will be covered in upcoming issues of SNN.]
—Stephanie Linebaugh, SNA Board
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SNA revenues and expenses for 2010

Photo for SNN by Eric Eizinger
LINCOLN PARK AND THE MOVIES — The fall program of
the Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative (LPCRI)
was “Lights! Camera! Action!: Lincoln Park and the Movies.” It featured Rich Moskal, Director of the Chicago
Film Office, and Milos Stehlik, Director of Facets Multimedia, and was moderated by Professor Hugh Ingrasci of
the DePaul University English Department. It was held at
the DePaul Student Center on November 18. Mr. Moskal
presented a short film by the Film Office that featured
many of the movies that have been made in Chicago and
discussed his experience in attracting moviemakers to
shoot films in Chicago in general and Lincoln Park as a
part of Chicago. Among the movies shot in Lincoln Park
are Public Enemies, The Breakup, A League of Their Own,
About Last Night, Thief, The Babe, My Bodyguard, and
The Blues Brothers. Many television programs have shot
scenes here as well. He discussed the economic impact
that a big-budget movie shoot can have in Chicago on one
hand and also on the other hand some of the independent films shot here that may not have a great immediate
impact but create a film-making community here.
Mr. Stehlik and Facets represented the other end of
the film industry, showing movies and promoting film
knowledge and appreciation. He described getting started in a church basement in Lincoln Park and eventually
opening on Fullerton. Facets Multimedia presents movies
that may not otherwise be shown in Chicago, particularly
foreign films and independent cinema. Facets’ mission
is to develop and find new audiences for important films
that are left outside the commercial film distribution
system. With its diverse and educated population, Lincoln
Park is a good place for a business with such a mission. In
addition to showing movies, the sale of movies on DVD
has become a great part of Facets’ business. With the
presence of Facets in our neighborhood, Lincoln Park is a
great place to learn to appreciate film in all of its various
genres and production values.
Founded in 1998, the LPCRI is a partnership of
DePaul University and various Lincoln Park community
organizations including the Sheffield Neighborhood Association. Its purpose is to collect, document, and preserve
the shared history of DePaul and the Lincoln Park community. As part of its activities, the LPCRI holds educational
programs in the spring and fall of each year on a variety
of historical, cultural, and other topics relating to the
Lincoln Park community. A number of recent programs
have been recorded and are available online at http://
cgia.depaul.edu/Research/Research/html. The Lincoln
Park Neighborhood Collection at the DePaul University
library archives is at http://library.depaul.edu/Collections/
DigiCollections.aspx.

Thanks to our advertisers

S

NN thanks the following advertisers for their support in 2010:
Alderman Scott Waguespack
cbc - Christopher B. Collins Architecture
Douglas Vacuum & Allergy Relief
Finkl Landscaping
John LeMay, CPA
Millie Rosenbloom/Baird & Warner
Nature’s Perspective Landscaping
Paula Arnett/Baird & Warner
Saint Josaphat Parish/Church
St. Vincent de Paul Center
St. Vincent de Paul Church
Tarantino’s
Teeny Tiny Productions/The Fitzgerald Group Square

Keeping Sheffield beautiful

T

he beautification of our neighborhood was once again a top priority
for SNA in 2010.

In spring 2010, a group of Home Depot associate team
members pitched in to help neighborhood volunteers
Laury Lewis and Tom Lawson plant perennials and
spread mulch in Trebes Park.

Local beautification efforts were recognized in November when Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley (third from
left) presented the first place award in the Region Two
category of his Community Landscape Awards Program
to Trebes Park. Joining the Mayor were Tom Lawson
(second from left) and Laury Lewis (second from right),
Trebes Park Advisory Council/SNA; Suzanne MalecMcKenna, Environmental Commissioner (left); Scott
Philip, store manager, Home Depot Lincoln Park; and
43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley.

2011
Calendar
January 30, Sunday, SNA Neighbor Day at DePaul
women’s basketball.
February 1, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
March 1, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
April 5, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
May 3, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
June 3, Friday, SNA Patrons’ Party.
June 7, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
July 5, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
July 22. Friday, Sheffield Garden Walk President’s Party.
July 23-24, Saturday-Sunday, 42nd Annual Sheffield
Garden Walk & Festival, Sheffield and Webster.
August 2, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
September 6, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
October 4, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
November 1, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
November (date TBA), Saturday, SNA Spaghetti Dinner.
December 6, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
Check SNN, call 773-929-9255, or visit the SNA
website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org to learn
more about these and other exciting neighborhood
events.

From 32nd Ward Alderman
Scott Waguespack

I

n 2010, I had the pleasure of working with
the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
(SNA) on a number of interesting projects.
We finalized the update of the DePaul
University master plan and construction of their
new academic building is well underway. After
many months working with the Department of
Law and the Chicago Department of Transportation, we were able to secure the abandonment
of the Lakewood segment of the Chicago Terminal Railroad, commonly known as the candy
factory train. I anticipate that there will be significant discussion about the future of the Finkl
Steel site this year as its relocation to the south
side unfolds. As always, I will be forwarding any
requests for zoning relief and general planning
issues to SNA so that the organization’s input
plays a prominent role in the evaluation process.
I have worked closely with SNA, the Lincoln
Park Chamber, and residents on various liquor
licensing and sidewalk café issues. I welcome
each opportunity I have to address any concerns
residents may have about such issues. My staff
and I regularly assist businesses in the area navigate through the City’s permitting and licensing
processes. Maintaining an environment that
is conducive to small business success is an
important way to promote responsible management among business owners with a view
towards forging positive long-term relationships
in the community.
The recently approved two-thirds percentage
state income tax increase provides yet another
challenge as residents and business owners
struggle to keep their own budgets balanced
through these challenging economic times. I
have spoken with many constituents over the
past several weeks about their increased property tax bills and the strain these costs are placing
on all of us. I am committed to continue fighting
to root out corruption and wasteful spending in
the City and protecting taxpayers by insisting
that any future proposals to privatize our assets
receive the thorough scrutiny and analysis they
deserve. I have proposed the Asset Lease Ordinance to help accomplish this objective. This
ordinance would require any future asset lease
proposals to undergo a thorough review and an
independent, third-party valuation, all as part of
an open and transparent public process.
In the spring of 2010, my office launched
a new website, www.ward32.org. This site has
updates on important issues in the Ward and
useful information for residents and businesses.
You’ll find information about public safety, education, legislation, and special alerts. If you have
any questions or concerns about the preceding
topics or any other issues, please feel free to
call my office at 773-248-1330 or e-mail me at
info@ward32.org. You can also sign up for my
e-mail updates on our website. It is an honor to
serve this community. As we enter a new year, I
wish you and your family good health and happiness.
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10 years ago in Sheffield

A

review of the 2000 issues of the Sheffield Neighborhood News produced the following memories:

January/February
The CTA revealed plans for the Fullerton “L” station renovation that called for a station with a main entrance on the south side of Fullerton and an exit on the north
side, with two platforms each 22 to 24 feet wide. A fundraiser held on December 14, 1999 courtesy of the newly opened Chipotle Mexican Grill at 2000 N. Clybourn raised
more than $500 for the beautification of Trebes Park. McDonald’s sought to open a McDonald’s Express at the corner of Clybourn and Cortland. DAWG, Dog Advisory Work
Group, was formed by a team of concerned citizens living in Lincoln Park to promote a harmonious atmosphere between dog owners and non-dog owners.
March/April
Neighbors discussed a dog drinking fountain at Trebes Park at an SNA public meeting on February 29 and it was decided to have the Park District, at its expense, install a pet
drinking fountain. St. James Lutheran Church at Fremont and Dickens presented its plans for a 63-foot-high addition to its school building that would house a gymnasium, an
addition to the library, and some additional classroom space. DePaul University unveiled its plans for a new student center at Belden and Sheffield, replacing the old student
union in the Stuart Center.
May/June
The City Council passed an ordinance imposing height limitations on residential buildings to 38 feet for R-4 zoned properties; therefore, SNA decided there was no longer a
need to pursue a special overlay district for the neighborhood. DePaul University’s plans were updated. Alderman Vi Daley reported on the Clybourn Corridor and introduced
preliminary discussions on developing a trolley route to serve the Clybourn retail district. A proposal was introduced to redevelop the former Artmark building at 1812 N. Clybourn as a high-tech center for Internet companies.
July/August
The 32nd Annual Garden Walk and Festival was held July 22- 23. Landmark status of Sheffield was introduced by Alderman Vi Daley. Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative’s spring program, moderated by newsman Ron Magers, discussed urban renewal, McCormick Theological Seminary’s move from Lincoln Park in the 1970s, and the establishment of the Clybourn Protected Manufacturing District in 1988. Alderman Daley launched a website, chicago43rd.org. Street planters along Armitage and Halsted were
installed and “The Garden District of Chicago” banners were ready to be installed.
September/October
Oscar Mayer Elementary School, 2250 N. Clifton, reopened on August 22 and became a neighborhood school with busing being phased out. The Chicago Planning Commission approved plans for zoning changes needed for the Clybourn Technology Center at 1840 N. Clybourn. St. Josaphat Church, at Belden and Southport, began exterior
renovations in July.
November/December
Aldermen Vi Daley and Ted Matlak sponsored a community meeting to review the possibility of instituting residential permit parking in those areas of Sheffield currently not so
designated. Mayor Daley’s Zoning Reform Commission began work on undertaking to rewrite the city’s 43-year old zoning ordinance. Oscar Mayer School was selected to
house one of the first Chicago Public School’s tuition-based pre-schools. Cosmetic improvement to the Armitage “L” station began. DAWG, Dog Advisory Work Group, held
its first meeting. With an increase in rat sightings on the north side, “Rat Packs” became available from the Aldermen’s offices.

Scenes from a memorable year

Neighbors gathered at Kelly’s Pub before attending the DePaul University women’s basketball game
against Villanova on February 6.

Cesar Pelli is designing DePaul’s Theater School building.

Outgoing SNA President Laury Lewis (l) with 43rd Ward
Alderman Vi Daley at the 2010 SNA Annual Meeting.
SNA President Dan Hermann (r) at the 2010 Patrons’
Party with two of his predecessors, Jerry Falk (l) and
Laury Lewis.

Nicole Beck’s “Fistacuffs,” located at the Armitage el station, is part of the Lakefront Sculpture Exhibit.

St. Josaphat Parish held a ceremonial groundbreaking
celebration symbolizing the start of construction for
five new school classrooms on May 16.

The Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
program, “Write On . . . A Conversation With Lincoln
Park Authors,” was held June 8 at DePaul University’s
Corteylou Commons.
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Tips for a greener 2011
BY LISA ELKINS

E

ven if you don’t need to remodel or build a
new home, there are still plenty of lifestyle
choices that can lead you down the path to a
green home.
Your home is the one environment you can truly
control. And this handy guide offers a month-by-month
model for greening your home just a little bit at a time.
If you’re successful in adopting these changes, make a
new, more challenging goal calendar each year.
January:
To kick things off right, take a look at your home’s
recycling system. Are there places where an extra bin
would help, and make recycling that much easier? Are
you including items that can’t be recycled in your area?
If so, can you collect separately and take them somewhere? For example, Trader Joe’s, CVS and other stores
will help recycle plastic, Aveda salons often take bottle
caps, and hardware and electronics stores may take disposable batteries and lightbulbs. Packing peanuts may
be accepted by shipping stores, and other items, like
packing styrofoam, may be recycled by your town.
Bonus Points: Set up little buckets for bottle caps
and batteries at your office. It doesn’t take much effort
to take these home, and to recycle them along with
your home stash. Greening your office can help to effect change on an even bigger scale.
February:
Make the vow not to buy toxic cleaning products! You
may want to use up what you have - but then it’s a
healthy new year. There are a multitude of greener cleaning products available now, at popular stores, and there’s
a resurgence in homemade, natural (and effective) cleaning solutions. Keep laundry detergent in mind, too. And
this may be the time to switch to a more eco-friendly
toilet paper. Also, consider using rags instead of paper
towels for clean ups. (Cut old t-shirts into small and
medium rags.) If you have a really messy rag, just throw
it out, otherwise toss them in with the laundry. Cloth
napkins will also reduce your paper consumption, adding a nicer touch to your meals, and even with washing,
make a smaller impact than paper napkins.
Bonus Points: While you’re watching TV, mend
holy socks that are in otherwise good shape!

Winter reminders

A

s winter has arrived, it is always helpful to review the City’s winter parking restrictions and
snow removal procedures. Chicago’s annual
snow-related parking restrictions took effect
on Wednesday, December 1, on a number of most critical arterial streets and will end on April 1, regardless of
snow. Motorists ignoring the posted seasonal tow zone
face a minimum $150 towing fee in addition to a $50
ticket and an initial $10 daily storage fee.
A separate ban on parking exists on additional
main streets when there is 2 inches of snow on the
street, regardless the time of day or the calendar date.
These streets include Halsted-Armitage-Clark-NorthDivision-Lincoln-Clybourn-Fullerton and Diversey.
Both of these seasonal restrictions are marked
by signs that are permanently posted on designated
routes. They constitute Chicago’s “Snow Route
System,” which was created in response to massive
snowstorms. These routes must be clear for emergency vehicle access.
In addition to parking issues, there are many
safety issues related to snowfalls. In accordance
with 10-8-180 Snow and Ice Removal Policy, every
owner, lessee, tenant, occupant, or other person having responsibility of any building ground in the city
abutting upon any public way or public place shall
remove the snow from the sidewalk in front of such
building or lot.
In case of severely frozen snow and ice the person
having responsibility for the sidewalk is required to
place ashes, sand, sawdust or other suitable materials
to eliminate any danger to pedestrians. There is a provision that protects people who remove snow or ice at
such locations from being held liable for civil damages.
If you have a neighbor who is elderly or otherwise physically unable to clear his or her own sidewalk, please call your Alderman and he or she will
attempt to find volunteers to assist.

March:
March is still a chilly month, so get your indoor Spring
Cleaning done now, and actually enjoy spring when it really arrives! Tackle one zone of your home per weekend
to clean - and empty out your junk! There are plenty of
people who need the things you don’t use any more, so
try to move beyond your separation anxiety and unload
some ‘stuff’.
The White Elephant, The Salvation Army, and other
local resale shops will be happy to have your old things.
You’ll be making a big sustainability contribution by donating things to others in need, while keeping things out
of landfills or reducing demand for new goods. And a less
cluttered home will be easier for you to keep clean, improving air quality and creating a calming environment.
April:
It’s finally getting warmer...this is the time to think of a
compost bin! Composting lets you take fruit, vegetable,
and yard waste and “recycle” these items into new soil.
There are outdoor bins and indoor bins, and different
models require different levels of effort. Check out the
selection at local hardware stores to find the right fit, or
we can recommend the outdoor Rubbermaid compost
bin that can be ordered online. When you think about
how much food we discard, into plastic trash bags and
then send off to landfills, you’ll see what an opportunity
this is to reduce waste while creating a soil additive that
can make your lawn or planter pop in time for the Sheffield Garden Walk!
Bonus Points: Replace all toxic yard chemicals with
eco-versions. A good nursery can recommend products.
With a growing understanding of the impact of pesticides,
any environment that you, your children, your neighbors or
your pets will spend time in should be as safe as possible.
May:
Summer is nearly here (at least we hope so in Chicago!),
so what better time to start walking more places, or tuning up the old bicycle or roller blades? The roads should
be drying up and the fresh air is wonderful for you. And
with Chicago’s growing network of bike paths, it’s easier
than ever for biking to be a viable form of transportation.
If you can reduce one or more car trips per week by riding, walking, carpooling or taking public transit, this is
the time to get that habit formed. And did you realize that
Chicago has a number of canals and waterways that are
ready for kayaking and canoeing?
June:
Fresh fruits and vegetables are everywhere! Enjoying
in-season produce is one of life’s great pleasures, and the
proliferation of farmer’s markets and food co-ops makes
enjoying a local harvest even easier. Eating local means
your food may not have had to endure preservatives to
help it survive a long, polluted cross-country journey,
either. In addition, fruits and vegetables can be easier on
our eco-system than our meat-based diets, which rely
on a vast system of factory farms that tax our environment. Each week if you can replace at least one meal
where you would normally have meat with a meat-free
entree, you will be doing our planet a favor... maybe your
waistline too! (Think portabella burgers, big salads, and
cheddar-broccoli baked potatoes!)
July:
While this is prime air conditioning season, try to minimize your usage. Try keeping your AC set in the high 70s
or even 80 degrees. Then, when you are in a room for
a long period of time, turn on ceiling fans to keep the
air flowing over your body. You might be surprised how
comfortable this can make your home. Be sure to turn off
fans in empty rooms. Also, hot incandescent lights are
heating the space that you are paying to cool. This is the
time to replace them with fluorescent or LED bulbs. (GE
has a new app to help with light quality.) Strategically
draw window blinds to keep cooler air and shade inside
during peak sunlight hours. How about your car? For low
speed city driving, rolling down the windows creates a
true energy saver over air conditioning; at faster highway
speeds, though, the AC is often a better option than the
fuel-burning drag your car will experience with open
windows. Consider car shades and parking under trees
to keep your car cooler. (When parking in the city, we
understand you’ll take any spot that’s available!).
August:
It’s really warm now - maybe too warm- so this should be

a painless time to shorten your showers! Turn the water
off while you are lathering your hair or soaping up.
You’ll be surprised how little water you actually need
to take a shower. Consider doing dishes or running
the dishwasher (often a better option with today’s efficient washers) in the evening to avoid adding daytime
humidity in your home that might tempt you to turn on
the AC.
September:
With the outdoor foliage on its way out, buy some nice
plants to keep the life in your home all year. Plants can
be great design elements, and can improve the quality
of the air you breathe – a NASA study found that plants
can remove the vast majority of air pollutants in a
home. When you have the windows closed for months
at a time, this can be very helpful. Chinese Evergreen,
Spider Plants, Golden Pothos, Ficus, Gerbera Daisy,
Peace Lily, English Ivy and Dracaena are among the
best. Read more: How to Make Plant Air Filters | eHow.
com http://www.ehow.com/how_2066332_make-plantair-filters.html#ixzz1ADq6gH18.
October:
It is nearly heating season. Consider setting the
thermostat 2 degrees lower this year, and putting a
big fuzzy sweater on to stay comfortable. At the very
least, spend $30 on a programmable thermostat, and
spend the 10 minutes to learn to use it. This can save
you hundreds of dollars. Turn the heat down to 60
degrees when everyone is away and at night when
everyone is sleeping. Start thinking about winterizing
your home, looking to assess drafts and leaks, changing door screens and window storms and insulation
needs.
November:
Make a statement with an organic Thanksgiving meal.
Spend a little bit more to ensure that items you are
responsible for are organic. Organic food is more nutritious for you and less harmful for the planet. Also, be
sure to avoid taking plastic bags...always! Make sure
you keep reusable bags in your car, and keep the ones
that compact easily in your purse or your pocket — you
might also opt to carry more things when you’re just
grabbing an item or two. Over the course of the year,
an average person can save hundreds of bags, and your
reusable bags are often stronger and making carrying
your groceries significantly easier.
On a broader shopping note, begin to think about
more efficient trips when you do run errands, combining shopping when multiple stops are nearby – you’ll
use less gas, less time and keep a car off the road more
often.
December:
For the Holidays...buy responsibly!
By buying local, you’ll be saving on shipping
impacts and you’ll feel good knowing that no sweatshop labor was used to create your holiday joy. Fair
trade is another good option when purchasing. Plus,
you may get to know an interesting local artisan. Also,
consider not over-shopping. Will your event really be
less jolly with a few less presents? (If the answer for
you is “yes”, then consider buying consumables!) For
toys or other items that will be around for a while, look
for higher-quality items that will last longer. By buying
well-made goods, you’ll go longer before needing to
buy a similar item again. Continue to seek out products that have been deemed safe and non-toxic for
your children, pets and other loved ones. And finally,
consider seeking goods or items that consume less (and
more eco-friendly) packaging.
Bonus Points: Have craft night, and turn dull packaging into gift boxes that will get used year after year.
The Internet offers a trove of festive craft ideas that can
become family heirlooms and memories in the right
hands!
By adding just one new item each month, you can
get into greener habits without being overwhelmed. It
doesn’t take a lot of effort, and it feels good to know
that you are doing your part.
Don’t forget to keep notes all year long of things
that you would like to improve the following year.
Happy 2011!
Lisa Elkins is an SNA Board member and owner of 2
Point Perspective, an architectural firm.
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Community safety update
BY JOHN ROBERTS

1

. Start the New Year with a few miscellaneous
safety related tips:
I. Fireplaces are nice on a cold or snowy night
and can be enjoyed to the fullest with a couple
of simple steps.
A. Make sure to place a fire resistance mat in front
of the fireplace to catch embers that might fall out.
B. Always check the condition of the mesh
screen and glass doors. The mesh screen will keep
unwanted embers from escaping the fireplace.
The glass doors should be checked for cracks and/
or misalignment. When the fire has died down for
the night and you are no longer in the room the
doors will protect the room from the remaining embers; also the doors help to keep the cold out from
the open damper.
C. If you are fortunate to have a gas starter, check
to see that you have fully closed the valve before
leaving the room.
D. You should have your chimney and fireplace
inspected every couple of years because creosote
buildup could lead to a chimney fire. Do not rely
on the self-cleaning logs that claim to clean up the
creosote buildup.
E. A small, cozy fire is nice, but you really do not
need a fire to heat the entire house. Unless you are
certain that your fireplace was properly installed
a large fire could overheat and damage the triple
walled pipe in the flue.
F. The installation of a carbon monoxide
detector is highly recommended to protect you
from unwanted fumes from your furnace and/or
fireplace.
II. Take simple precautions when it snows.
A. While you are shoveling snow, take a minute
to walk over and clear the snow around the fire
hydrant. Not only are you saving the firefighters
time in case of an emergency, you could benefit
from the saved time if the emergency is in your
house.
B. Also, if someone rings the doorbell and offers
to shovel for you be cautious. They might be
hardworking people out to make a few dollars,
but they also might be burglars or con artists to
deceive you. Never let them into your house under
any pretense and pay them only after they have
shoveled.
C. Using pet-friendly ice melt will protect dogs
and cats from injuring their paws.
D. Never clear a clogged snowblower unless the
engine is turned off. Use a broom handle or stick
to clear the jam because built-up energy could
make the blades move after the jam has been
cleared, even with the engine off.
III. The usual warnings about crime that SNN publishes do not hibernate in the winter.
A. Always be aware of your surroundings: with
your hood up, you are less aware of who is behind
you.
B. Do not leave your car running to warm it up
while you go back inside: it only takes a second
for you to lose your car.
C. The city is good at clearing the main streets,
but the side streets can be slick so take it a little
slower at intersections due to snow or ice. Also
remember that certain streets have speed bumps
that maybe hidden due to the snow; these can
cause you to lose control of your vehicle.
D. The Chicago Police Department recently issued
a warning about a rash of iPhone/iPad thefts at
CTA stations. Be aware when using these devices.
When storing them, make sure your backpack,
briefcase, or purse is secure. Also, Apple offers
a free app to track your cell phone; the Chicago
Police Department has used this feature with great
success.
E. Thanks to DePaul’s Public Safety Department for
posting crime reports. These reports are helpful and
timely to make the community aware of crimes on
and off the campus. You can see the alerts posted
on DePaul buildings or check them out at http://
publicsafety.depaul.edu/safety_alert/index.asp.
F. Remember that if you find anyone sleeping in
your foyer do not try to engage them:
call 911. The person might be drunk, passed out,

armed, or belligerent. The police are the best people
to handle this type of incident.
SNA hopes that the rest of the winter will be safe for
you and your family.
2. Crime Track
To keep neighbors informed, SNA has tracked major incidences of crimes to persons since 2009. Your vigilance
has helped the police to keep this area’s crime incidence
down. Please keep up the good work by getting involved
with the CAPS meetings and calling 911.
The project continues to track crimes to persons
that occur on the streets, sidewalks, and alleys, as well
as in residential garages, parking lots, and parks. The
statistics will be somewhat dated in that they are based
upon what is available from the Chicago Police Department’s CLEARpath website on the date that material must
be submitted for publication. Thus, for this issue, the
project tracked crimes from September 11, 2010, through
December 16, 2010. This is not every incident but gives a
good representation of the activity.
DAY/TIME		
Sept. 27/10:50PM
Sept. 27/02:00AM
Sept. 29/10:30PM
Oct. 09/10:00PM
Oct. 17/03:00AM
Oct. 19/07:30AM
Oct. 25/02:55PM
Oct. 29/12:30AM
Nov. 05/07:12PM
Nov. 19/09:00PM
Nov. 24/02:50PM
Nov. 25/04:10PM
Nov. 26/03:15AM
Nov. 30/07:15PM
Dec. 03/11:30PM
Dec. 05/02:30AM
Dec. 11/01:45AM
Dec. 12/02:30AM
Dec. 16/10:30PM

BLOCK		
1400 W. Belden
2000 N. Halsted
800 W. Fullerton
900 W. Fullerton
2300 N. Racine
2200 N. Sheffield
1100 W. Fullerton
2300 N. Sheffield
1300 W. Belden
900 W. Dickens
1200 W. Fullerton
900 W. Fullerton
2300 N. Halsted
900 W. Armitage
2300 N. Fremont
1100 W. Armitage
1100 W. Armitage
2300 N. Kenmore
2300 N. Fremont

LOCATION
Street
Sidewalk
Street
Street
Sidewalk
Sidewalk
CTA bus stop
Sidewalk
Sidewalk
Sidewalk
Sidewalk
Sidewalk
Street
Other
Sidewalk
Sidewalk
Sidewalk
Street
Sidewalk

CRIME TYPE
Robbery (strong armed)
Simple Battery
Aggravated Assault
Simple Battery
Simple Battery
Robbery (strong armed)
Simple Assault
Aggravated Battery
Robbery (strong armed)
Robbery (strong armed)
Simple Battery
Criminal Sexual Assault
Simple Assault
Robbery (strong armed)
Robbery (strong armed)
Simple Battery
Simple Battery
Simple Battery
Robbery (strong armed)

TOTALS for 2010* (Some months are missing due to work
related absence)
September 11-December 16 (approximately 97 days) x
19 incidents = 1 incident per 5.11 days
March 1-April 12 (approximately 51 days) x 5 incidents =
1 incident per 10.20 days
January 6- February 25 (approximately 50 days) 6 incidents = 1 incident per 8.33 days
October 19-January 5 (approximately 74 days) 22 incidents = 1 incident per 3.36 days
August 9-October 16 (approximately 70 days) 19 incidents = 1 incident per 3.68 days
June 7- August 8 (approximately 57 days) 14 incidents =
1 incident per 4.07 days
April 12- June 6 (approximately 57 days) 9 incidents = 1
incident per 6.33 days
Feb. 14- April 11 (approximately 57 days) 9 incidents = 1
incident per 6.33 days
At the last CAPS meeting, the police handed out the
crime incidents as reported on ClearPath for the previous
month. Once again, overall crime is down throughout
the 18th District. We must continue to support the efforts
of the men and women of the 18th District to continue in
this trend. Attend the CAPS meetings and show support.
To track other crime incidents yourself, use the
Chicago Police Department’s CLEARpath website, www.
chicagopolice.org. The site links directly to CLEARmap,
which offers a comprehensive look at crime incidents in
Chicago via either a map or a graph. To access this crime
data, select Online Services, and then click on CLEARmap.
Or go directly to the link at http://gis.chicagopolice.org/.
A map appears; click on the Crime Incidents icon
on the left. Select date parameters (available in twoweek intervals), then select to search by beat, and finally
choose beat 1811* or 1812*. Other options include
selecting a particular type of crime and filtering by time
and location. Then, click GO.
A map will appear that includes icons denoting crime
types. For example, a mask denotes a robbery, while a
bottle denotes a liquor license violation. Definitions of
the crime types can be accessed by clicking on “Details”
to the right of “Crime Types.”
Another useful option is to search by address rather
than by the beat; distance options are 1/8, ¼, and ½ miles.
For other ways to use the CLEARpath website, see the
Community Safety Update in the March/April 2009 issue
of this newsletter, available online at www.sheffieldneighborhoodassociation.org by selecting the Newsletters tab
on the left and then clicking on “here” in “Click here for
archived news articles.”
3. Upcoming Dates to Remember
CAPS Meetings:
The Chicago Police Department’s bi-monthly CAPS meetings are helpful in understanding the policing efforts in

our district (the 18th). The police prepare charts and
maps that identify all crimes committed in the last
month and discuss their efforts to arrest the perpetrators.
They also bring the incident reports if a member of the
community wants further details of a crime. In addition,
the police bring guest speakers form the various departments to discuss their roles in the prevention of crime
giving helpful suggestions on how the community can
help. The police have a number of pamphlets describing ways to protect yourself and the community, as well.
Attending a CAPS meeting is the best way to communicate your concerns to the officers who patrol your
community. SNA members attend the meetings but
they need your support. I strongly urge members of
the community to take an active interest in the CAPS
program to show community support for the police.
*Beat 1811 & 1813 (North Ave north to Fullerton, Sheffield west to the Chicago River)
March 9, May 11, at 7 pm
St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland.
*Beat 1812 & 1814 (Armitage Ave north to Fullerton, Sedgwick then Clark west to Sheffield)
March 10, May 12 at 7 pm
Old Town Triangle Center
(NOTE CHANGE IN LOCATION)
1765 N. North Park
John Roberts chairs SNA’s Community Safety Committee.

10													

Sheffield Neighborhood News

January / February 2011

Is 2011 the year you have resolved to become more involved in your neighborhoood?

I

f so, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA)
is the place to start. Whether you are new to the
Sheffield neighborhood or a long-time resident,
property owner, or business owner, SNA offers a
host of opportunities for involvement.
Every year, SNA seeks candidates to serve on the
board. Ours is a working board, which means that we
need directors who can offer both experience and time.

A big year
for 010Clark
Street
was a thrilling

2

year for Clark Street,
and the momentum
that was started in
2010 is burgeoning! The
Lincoln Park Chamber of
Commerce, with the Clark
Street Special Service Area (SSA) team, is working
hard to promote the vibrancy and success of this
extraordinary neighborhood:
• After several months of development, we
launched a new website – VisitClarkStreet.
com – and a new social media campaign
including a Facebook page and Twitter feed
(Clark Street Lincoln Park and ClarkLincolnPk, respectively) to share up-to-the-minute
news on what’s happening on the Street;
the website is consumer-oriented and extremely dynamic, featuring current info on
all area businesses, promotions, specials,
and news;
• We kicked off an events calendar, starting
with the oh-so-popular Clark Street Halloween Spooktacular, which featured a
scarecrow contest, trick-or-treating, costume
contests, and more;
• In addition to our usual street cleaning, snow
removal, landscaping, and holiday decorations, we installed gorgeous, eye-popping
art exhibits in available properties on the
street, featuring art by talented local artists.
This program, called Art on Clark, showcases
available properties along with local artwork
all while making the streetscape even prettier
– see for yourself and visit the eye-popping
exhibits at 2320 and 2532 N. Clark;
• Twenty new branded bike racks will be
installed shortly, and new street pole banners
that showcase our new branding as Clark
Street in Lincoln Park are already gracing the
winter skyline;
• We’re actively planning a roster of events
and promotions for 2011, including, of
course, a repeated (3rd annual!) Spooktacular.
We’ve also launched our monthly e-newsletters,
which keep merchants, residents, and neighbors
informed on what’s happening on Clark. Please sign
up for our newsletter at VisitClarkStreet.com and
keep up with the energy on Clark Street in Lincoln
Park!
—Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce

Typically, candidates will have participated on an SNA
committee or event for a year or two before stepping up
to the board.
A popular event in the neighborhood and an easy
starting point for involvement is the Sheffield Garden
Walk & Festival. Neighbors can serve as one of the more
than 40 managers needed to produce this all-volunteer
event, volunteer on the weekend of the festival, or simply
just exhibit a garden. See the call for volunteers on page
1 of this newsletter for more information.
Another committee that generates visible activity is
Parks and Beautification, which works to improve Trebes
and Clover Parks and the lush planter baskets and boxes
that adorn the neighborhood. Neighbors are needed to
serve on the Trebes and Clover Park Advisory Councils, as
well. And with periodic upswings in crime, the Community Safety Committee often needs additional hands.
The Communications Committee hopes to attract
more neighbors to work on our bi-monthly newsletter, the
Sheffield Neighborhood News. Openings include photographer/photo archivist and contributing writers to cover
businesses.
And don’t forget our other committees: Events (for example, the Spaghetti Dinner and concerts in Trebes Park),
Schools, Historic Resources, Neighborhood Relations,

Children’s Memorial
Parking Facilities

2316 N. Lincoln
2515 N. Clark
Monthly parking for neighbors
Neighborhood residents are offered reduced-rate,
after-hours monthly parking in our garages at 2316
N. Lincoln Avenue and 2515 N. Clark. This parking is
available at both garages between the hours of 5 p.m.
and 8:45 a.m. Monday through Friday. There is 24-hour
access on weekends and holidays. The monthly fee for
2316 N. Lincoln is $98, and the monthly rate for 2515
N. Clark is $165.
Reduced rate parking for area businesses
Neighborhood businesses can arrange for their patrons
to pay a flat rate of $6 for use of the garages between 5
p.m. and 8:45 a.m. on weekdays and all day on Saturday and Sunday. Children’s Memorial also encourages
night and weekend shift employees of local businesses
to park in the garage for a reduced rate.
Discount parking coupons
These coupons are designed for our neighbors’ guests.
The coupons must be purchased in sheets of ten for
$60 from the parking garage manager. The coupons
are honored between 5 p.m. and 8:45 a.m. Monday
through Friday, and anytime on weekends and holidays.
Reduced rates for social events
Children’s Memorial offers reduced rate parking to local churches for weddings and other social events. Patrons displaying the ceremonial programs upon exiting
the parking facility are charged a $6 rate. Other forms
of validation may be arranged with advance notice to
the parking facility office attendant.
For more information
For more information and to purchase stickers for any
of these programs, please contact Wayne Graham at
773-880-4286.

Planning, and Membership.
Finally, you can opt to serve as a block liaison
to help deliver notices of meetings and alerts to your
neighbors.
Unable to spare any time right now? At least consider
becoming an official SNA member to ensure you receive
periodic e-mail notices about meetings, events, and crime
alerts, and to receive the new on-line version of the SNN
that will launch soon. Look for the membership application included in this newsletter or on our website, www.
sheffieldneighborhood.org.
Let us know of your interests, or just learn more
about SNA, by sending an e-mail to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com, or leave a message at
773-929-9255. We look forward to hearing from you!

DePaul University
Neighborhood
Parking Program

DePaul University provides a limited number of
permits for on-campus parking to members of the
DePaul Neighborhood Parking Program. For the
2010/11academic year, it is free of charge.
Residents are eligible for the program who live
within these boundaries: Altgeld (north) - Armitage
(south) - Halsted (east) - Wayne (west).
Proof of area residency is required at the time of
registration. Participation is limited to one permit per
household. Parking permits are valid for the academic year, September 1 - August 31. Please note that the
program is limited to 300 participants.
A special DePaul “Area Resident” parking hang
tag is required to park in all DePaul facilities. A DePaul access card is required for entrance to the Clifton
parking garage. Please note that a parking permit
does not guarantee an available space in the parking
facilities.
Available parking times for neighbors:
Student Surface Lots A, L, and P, Monday - Friday: 4 pm to 8 am Weekends: Available all day
Clifton Garage, Monday - Friday: 4 pm to 8 am
Weekends: Available all day
Area Resident parking permits are available at
the DePaul University Parking Services Office, 2320
N. Kenmore, Room 177, open Monday - Friday 8:30
am to 4:30 pm.
* If you already have an access card, please bring
it with you when you register or include the card
number on the application, so that we can program
the card to give access for the new academic year.
For more information, call (773) 325-7275. For
a printable version of the 2010/11 Parking Permit
Application, call the Parking Services Office at (773)
325-7275.
NOTE: Parking permit applications can also be
mailed to the Parking Services Office at: DePaul Parking Services Office 2320 N. Kenmore, Room 177,
Chicago, IL 60614.
Mail the completed application and a photocopy
of two IDs with current address (e.g., driver’s license,
State of Illinois ID, etc.), or a photocopy of one ID
and one proof of residency such as a utility bill with
your current address.
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Attention, Sheffield residents!

D

o you enjoy receiving the Sheffield Neighborhood News? Do you enjoy seeing the planters on corners of our commercial streets?
Do you enjoy the neighborhood events? Do
you know that the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
works with the Aldermen’s offices and city departments
to help provide guidance on neighborhood needs? Do
you know that SNA is a volunteer group of residents
and businesses that work together to improve the
conditions of life, work, recreation, health, and safety
of our neighborhood? Would you like to receive e-mail
notices about neighborhood issues and events?
Please support SNA by becoming a member! If
your name is not on this list, you are not a member.
Is your name on the following list of dues-paying
SNA members? If not, why not? Just because you receive the Sheffield Neighborhood News does not mean
you are an SNA member. Read this issue of SNN to see
all that SNA does for you! A membership application is
included in each SNN issue.

SNA Business Members

Please shop locally and support the following SNA
business members:		
11th District State Representative
John Fritchey			
2 point perspective, inc.		
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack
43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley		
A Finkl & Sons			
AHWA* c/o 1154 Lill Studio		
All She Wrote			
Aroma Work Shop			
Paula Arnett of Baird & Warner		
Ayres Interiors, Ltd.			
AT&T		
Baker Construction Group		
Bauhs Creative Group		
Beaumont Bar & Grill		
Beverly Hammel Kitchen and Bath LLC
Chicago Beverage Systems		
Children’s Memorial Hospital		
Cotelac				
Dairy Queen-Orange Julius		
Dee’s Restaurant			
Dentistry for Children and Families
DePaul Library			
DePaul University			
Devil Dawgs			
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop		
Douglas Vacuum & Allergy Relief
Dr. Lori Portnoy 			
Erica Fishman Smith, ASID		
Faith & Whiskey			
Family Pet Animal Hospital		
Fifth Third Mortgage			
Floriole Bakery			
General Iron Industries, Inc.		
Glascott & Associates		
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.		
Greater Little Rock Church		
Headley School Condo Assn.		
Hellman Frame Shop		
Home Depot			
ICM Properties			
Ja’ Grill Restaurant & Lounge		
K. Paige Salon			
Kelly’s Pub			
Kincade’s				
Kith & Kin				
Licia Leslie, LLC			
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
Little Sisters of the Poor		
Lori’s Designer Shoes		
M&R Car Imports Service		
Mario’s Place Barber Shop		
McGee’s				
Milito Car Wash			
Milito Mobil			
My Corner Playroom			
Nookies Too, Inc.			
O’Brien Architectural Metals, Inc.
PNC Bank				
Pockets				
Robinson’s #1 Ribs			
Millie Rosenbloom of Baird & Warner
Sai Café, Inc.			
Sal’s Deli				
Sir Speedy				
Spex				
St. James Lutheran Church & School
St. Josaphat Church			
St. Vincent de Paul Center		
St. Vincent’s Church			
State Restaurant & Café		
Tarantino’s			
The Local Option			
The Poison Cup			
The Second Child			
Treasure Island			
Webster’s Wine Bar			
WYCC TV 20		
* Armitage Webster Halsted Association

2539 N. Southport
2120 N. Bissell
2657 N. Clybourn
735 W. Wrightwood
2011 N. Southport
904 W. Armitage
825 W. Armitage
2050 N. Halsted
737 N. Michigan
213 W. Illinois #310
2222 N. Elston #201
904 W. Webster
2020 N. Halsted
1216 W. Webster
2300 Children’s Plaza
1159 W. Webster
2200 N. Lincoln
1114 W. Armitage
1721 N. Halsted
2350 N. Kenmore
1 E. Jackson
2147 N. Sheffield
2070 N. Clybourn
2053 N. Clybourn
954 W. Armitage
1158 W. Dickens
1365 W. Fullerton
1401 W. Webster
837 W. North
1220 W. Webster
1909 N. Clifton
2156 N. Halsted
2052 N. Seminary
834 W. Armitage
2107 N. Magnolia
2152 N. Bissell
2665 N. Halsted
1438 W. Belmont
1008 W. Armitage
956 W. Webster
949 W. Webster
950 W. Armitage
1119 W. Webster
2330 N. Wayne
1925 N. Clybourn
2325 N. Lakewood
824 W. Armitage
1951 N. Sheffield
2347 N. Southport
950 W. Webster
1106 W. Fullerton
1106 W. Fullerton
2121 N. Clybourn
2114 N. Halsted
2100 N. Southport
1640 W. Fullerton
1001 W. North
655 W. Armitage
2762 N. Lincoln
2010 N. Sheffield
1013 W. Webster
1711 N. Clybourn
2136 N. Halsted
2101 N. Fremont
2311 N. Southport
2145 N. Halsted
1010 W. Webster
935 W. Webster
1112 W. Armitage
1102 W. Webster
1128 W. Armitage
954 W. Armitage
3460 N. Broadway
1480 W. Webster

You can pay the small fee by check or credit card and
renew for a one- or three-year period.
David and Rebecca Abramowitz
Lynda Admas
Dan and Andrea Ambrosino
Simon Amich and Liz Kores
Kimball and Karen Anderson
Ernest and Paula Arnett
Rich Ashbeck
Alan and Jennifer Axelrod
Rick and Jan Bail
Charlene Baizer
David Bassin
Wendy and Steve Beard
Tony Benedetto
Robert and Merilee Benson
Susan Benton
Paul and Kathy Berghoff
Sol, Elena and Martin Berman
Alan Berry
Debbie and Frank Bianco
Steve and Marsha Birchard
Bob and Jo Birkmeyer
Shawn and Brooke Blair
Hillary Bochniak
Fern Bomchill-Davis
Commissioner Pedro Borrero
Bastiaan Bouma and Kathy Deane
Paul Boykas
Janet Brookman
Kieran Browne and Kathryn Bixby
Pete Burgeson and Lindsey Smith
Dianne Campbell
Phil and MaryBeth Canfield
Eric and Jenny Carpenter
Patrick Casey and Judith Lauth Casey
Susan Castro
Jim and Linda Cherney
Scott Cohen and Trisha Fotsch
Joe and Lori Cole
Buell and Victoria Cole
Barry and Lynn Collins
Chris Connors
Dr. and Mrs. Weiser and Lacey Cordero
Cathryn and Jay Crookston
Walter and Carole Crowley
John Cullerton
Dan and Kathy Cummings
Alderman Vi Daley
Honorable Richard M. Daley
John and Angela D’Antonio
Reverend Leroy Davenport
Cory and Ben Daverman
Danny Davis
Pat Dearing
Special Collections - Kathryn DeGraff
Danielle and Harel Deutsch
Anthony and Laurie Dombrowski
Kevin Donnellon
Keith and Sheila Dorman
William and Kathy Doyle
Richard and Vicki DuFour
Dick Durbin
Elizabeth and Rik Duryea
Alisia Eckert
Sandy Edidin
Tim Egan
Ruthmarie and Walter Eisin
Jon Ekdahl and Marcia Opp
Tom and Salli Eley
Stephen Elpern
Stephen Engberg and Myrna Kulp
Stephen and Jordi Eskilson
Jim Fairhall
Gerald and Edith Falk
Sarah and Kevin Farrell
Diane Farwick
John Farwick
Gil and Marge Fauteux
Joel and Toni Fenchel
Nanci and Stephen Fisher
Harry and Barbara Flaxman
Jerry and Ann Fohrman
Hamish Forrest
Jocelyn Francoeur and Ryan Hedges
Craig Freedman and Grace Tsau-Wu
Christopher and Rebecca Freeman
Richard E. Friedman
John Fritchey
John and Margaret Gadon
Wayne Gailis

Bridget Gainer
Paul Gallagher and Jeanne Gray
Leanne Galvin
David and Sheila Ganch
Katie Garber
Frances Gatziolis
Shannon Gehringer
Jim and Lori Gelbort
Charles and Nadine Gelman
Stephanie Gioiosa and Michael Mann
William Gordon
Robert and Sophie H Gordon
Susan and Ben Goren
Scott Gould
Suzanne Green
Peg Griffiths
Rachel and Steve Gross
George Gross and Lanni Guttman
Paul and Jennifer Gunning
Michael and Jeanna Gunville
Mirja and Ted Haffner
Pat Haneline and Alan Kozikowski
Denis Harrington
Father Patrick Harrity
Ben and Mary Hart
David and Diane Hathaway
Stacey Hawk
Patty Hayes
Anne Hebert
Heather Heinlein
Senator Ricky Hendon
Dan and Beth Hermann
Bruce and Vicki Heyman
Mike and Stephanie Heyse
Mark Hoffman
Brian Horwood and Mary Beth Berkoff
Don Houde
Barbara Huyler
Ted Jadwin and Ellen Morris
Christopher and Vineeta Jaeger
Kathie Jagielo
Dino Jefferies
Walker and Carolyn Johnson
Arthur Johnston and Jose Pena
Ken and Julie Jones
Joyce Judah
Grace Kelly-Volk and Craig Volk
John and Polly Kelly
Ira and Marianne King
Julia Kittle/Tracie Mayberry
Mary J. Klasen
Mary Kleihege and John Streur
Michael and Dianne Kontos
David and Maxwell Kremin
Erica and Frank Kuhlmann
John Lader and Mary Gott
Charles and Dianne Laff
John and Laura Lag
Michelle A Laiss and Brian Lipner
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. LaRocco, Jr.
Carl and Jennifer Larson
Sharon Larson
Tom and Jeannie Lawson
Chris Lea
Evelyn M. Lee and J. Thomas Blount
Ronald and Geraldine Lenzi
Ronnie and Amy Lenzi
Licia Leslie
Warren and Sue Levins
Laurence Lewis and Nancy Bradt
Jonathan Linas and Tanya Nair
Robert and Barbara Lindstrom
Charles and Stephanie Linebaugh II
Bryan and Pam Lookatch
Stan and Kelley Lovelace
Paul and Kelli Lundy
Madelyn MacMahon
Donald MacNeil
Marilyn Major
Cinnamin Malone
Paul Malueg and Rachel Hadley Malueg
George and Stephanie Mantis
Arthur and Elaine Margulis
Eric Mariani
Marianne and Jeffrey Markowitz
Diann Marsalek
Kimberly Masius
Philip Matsumura and F Marion Hulett
David Matthews and Christine Struminski

Pamela McCabe
Michael McCaslin
Merilee McDougal
Jerry and Maureen McElvain
John and Pat McGowan
Pete and Claire McIntosh
Jason and Rochene McLinn
Bill and Rosemary McNulty
Trina McRae
Sheila A. Mehigan
Derek Meier
Robert Metz
Joseph and Barbara Meyer
Bob and Jean Meyers
Chuck and Susan Michod
Richard C. Minto
Mary Miritello
David Montagano
Terry and Kelly Moran
Steve Moravec and Chandra Greer
Keith Morgan and Maureen Fannon
David Narefsky and Linda Goodman
Delia and William Nau
John Nelson
Mary Newman
Jennifer Nijman and Steven Surdell
Steven and Sarah Noll
Robert and Victoria Noonan
Kathy Nowlin
The Nuelle Family
Marty and Bonnie Oberman
Matthew O’Connor
Paul, Karin and Hallie O’Connor
John O’Donnell and Bonnie Humphrey
Paul O’Keefe
Chris and Charlene Olson
William O’Malley
Rodger Owen
Chris and Patricia Pagnucco
Sarah Pallone
Tom and Nancy Patterson
Ted and Kathy Pearson
Joe Perkowitz
Philip Piazza
Commissioner Michael Picardi
Antigone and Lee Polite
Reverend Richard Prendergast
Jeff Price
Kelly Price
David F. Prindable
Joseph and Caitlin Pultz
Mike Quigley/Lynora Dobry
Governor Pat Quinn
Ronald and Lois Raedeke
Bob Ramsay
Luke and Margo Reese
Douglas Reichl and Erin Schertler
Joe and Laurie Reina
Nancy Reno-Shikoff
Mike Restivo
Diana Rich
Elizabeth and Tobin Richter
Tom Riley and Sylvia Pozarnsky
Nada Riley
Brandy Rinehart
Jennifer Ringblom and Steven Pazik
Elizabeth Rizer
Miriam Roberts
John and Dale Roberts
Jean Robinson
Fr. Chris Robinson, CM
Judy Roth
Randy and Fiona Royer
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Wayne and Mary Russell
Anthony Russomanno
Toshiko Sahara
James Sailer and Dr Anne Marie Kudelka
John and Bev Sands
Chris and Kirsten Santiago
Joan Colleta-Sapp and Michael Sapp
Kim Schilf
Stacia Schlosser
Peter Schmitz and Bronwyn Poole
Andrew Schorr
Chris and Cathy Schuba
Kathy Schubert
Sgt. Cynthia Schumann
Fred Schwartz
Kent Shafer and Allison Salomon
Wally Shah and Elizabeth Ware
Carter and Jeffrey Sharfstein
Ty and Tammy Sherman
Len Siegal and Cathy Stix
Sam and Alyse Siegel
Garett and Kori Skiba
Daniel and Caryn Smietana
Steve Smith
Michele Smith
Stephen and Susan Smith
Clifford Spanierman and Judith Nemes
Spanierman
William Spence
Susan and Tom Staab
Steve and Lois Stack
Thomas Stastny
Eric and Andrea Stevenson
Adlai and Nancy Stevenson
Beth Stockli and Patrick Kennedy
Howard and Audrey Stovall
Karl and Fran Suess
Terry Sullivan
JoAnna and Jim Sunderland Jr
John and Jill Svoboda
Marena Swenson
Michael Swinger and Colleen Sheenan
Hillary and Keith Szanto
Walt and Kate Templin
Ingeborg and Otto Teske
Erich and Janice Teske
Sandra Tice
Barton and Jennifer Tretheway
Dr. Edward Tuder
Beth and David Tulipan
Thomas Tully
James and Renee Tyree
John and Marcia Volk
Bob and Robin von Halle
Bill and Deborah Vonderhaar
Alderman Scott Waguespack
Kara Walsh
Laura and Bill Wangerin
Regina Waters
Christine and Tim Weil
Charles and Leah Wheelan
Mary Alice Wheeler
Bill and Susan White
Jesse White
Monica and Jeff Williams
Kimberly and Thomas Williamson
Steve and Barb Wolf
Ron and Linda Wolf
Christopher Wolvoord
Ted Wrobleski
Ivan and Candace Yee
James and Katherine Zartman
Mike and Judy Zeddies
Marie Zenere

SNA welcomes the following new members: Ron
Lenzi, Eric Mariani, Diann Marsalek, Stephen and Susan Smith, and Christopher Wolvoord. SNA welcomes
the following new business members: Little Sisters of
the Poor, 2325 N. Lakewood.
If you are not now a member, we urge you to
join. Membership dues are: Family $20 1-year or $50
3-years; Individual $15 1-year or $35 3-years, Senior
$5 1-year or $10 3-years, Business $45 1-year or $120
3-years. Please complete the form below and mail it
with your check to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you
have not received your membership window decal and
would like to display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

How can I....

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?
		

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
			
One Year
Three Years				
One Year
Family membership
$20		
$50
Senior membership $5 		
Individual membership $15 		
$35
Business membership $45		

Three Years
$10
$120

Credit Card __MasterCard __Visa __Discover Card
Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number					
Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:						
E-mail:
Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614
or fax to: 312-592-7565 if using credit card.
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10th anniversary for St. Josaphat Unity Ball
BY LYNN KALANIK

A

nniversaries of any kind invite reflection:
where have we been? Where do we go from
here? For St. Josaphat Parish, the 2011 Unity
Ball, our Tenth Anniversary celebration of the
Ball, marks a decade in our long history of services,
successes, and challenges, as well as an exciting vision
for the future of our parish and school in the Sheffield
community. The Unity Ball will be held on Saturday,
March 5, 2011, at the Chicago Marriott Downtown
Magnificent Mile. We hope you will join your neighbors and the St. Josaphat Parish and School community
to enjoy dining, dancing, silent and live auctions, and
the centerpiece of the celebration, the Unity Award presentation. A lively after-party will cap off the evening.
In 2010, St. Josaphat Parish welcomed Catholics
home; baptized, educated, and confirmed our children; continued the renovation of St. Josaphat School;
cheered the school’s selection as a National Blue
Ribbon Award winner; continued our outreach to our
homeless neighbors; and supported charities including
Little Sisters of the Poor, Christopher House, Nuestros
Pequenos Hermanos (Our Little Brothers and Sisters),
St. Agnes Parish, and St. Vincent de Paul Center’s afterschool programs. To that esteemed list, we add the
2011 recipient of the Unity Award, the San Jose Obrero
Mission and its Executive Director, Israel Vargas.
The Unity Award recognizes an organization working to promote unity, modeling our patron, St. Josaphat.
The San Jose Obrero Mission, located in the Pilsen
neighborhood, provides housing and employment
services that lead to self-sufficiency among families and
individuals in crisis within Latino communities. Found-

ed in 1981, today SJOM works to end homelessness in
Chicagoland by offering participants living accommodations and an individualized program of case management, career coaching, life skills training, referral, and
follow-up services.
The San Jose Obrero Mission joins previous Unity
Award recipients, including Patricia Smuck of St. Joseph’s
Parish in Libertyville; Maria Elena Jonas, Director of Immigrant Aid Center at Holy Family Parish in Waukegan;
Deacon Tom and Rita Lambert of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel; and Father Bruce Wellems, pastor of Holy Cross/
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Chicago’s Back of
the Yards community.
We invite your donations of items or services for the
live and silent auctions or consider placing an advertisement in the event program. Donation and advertising
forms are available at www.unityball.com.
Please join your neighbors at the 10th Annual Unity
Ball on March 5. Tickets are available by visiting www.
unityball.com or by calling the rectory at 773-327-8955
and requesting an invitation. Over 350 neighbors attended this festive evening last year. We hope you will
join us for an evening among friends this year.
For more information, contact 2011 Unity Ball Chair,
Tracy Lux, at tracy_lux@yahoo.com.
Lynn Kalanik is a member of the Unity Ball 2000 marketing team.

Sheffield Garden Walk
& Festival
July 23-24, 2011

2010 Sheffield* real estate transactions
BY PAULA ARNETT

I

n 2010, 130 real estate transactions occurred in
the neighborhood, an increase of about 10% over
the prior year’s total number of 118. This is about
half the number that closed in each of the years
from 2000 thru 2005.
The number of single-family sales in 2010, 32,
increased by 23% over 2009’s 26. However, the
average selling price of a single-family home in
2010 of $1,556,164 decreased by 19% from 2009’s
$1,919,212. The highest price in 2010 of $4,261,250
increased from 2009’s $3,700,000.
Condo sales of 86 for 2010 are very close to those
sold in 2009 of 90. The average selling price of a condo
in 2010 was $442,360, a decrease of 15% when the
average selling price was $508,984 in 2009. The
number of condo sales and prices have seen the most
significant decreases: since 1999 when 148 condos
sold and since 2003 when their average selling price
was $415,182.
While one multi-unit transaction occurred in 2009, 11
sold in 2010. The accompanying chart shows the figures.
Only one vacant land transaction occurred in 2010
as well as in 2009.
An important note for Sheffield landlords and tenants: The City of Chicago Residential Landlord and
Tenant Ordinance (RLTO) requires the City Comptroller
to set the rate of interest to be paid on security deposits held by landlords. The rate is calculated annually
based on a formula tied to actual market rates. The
new rate for 2011 of 0.073% applies to all residential
rental agreements in which the lease term begins from
January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011. The amount of
interest paid on security deposits is determined by the
rate in effect on the date the lease term commences.
Owner-occupied buildings of six or fewer units are not

required to pay interest on security deposits. City code
requires that a general summary of the RLTO and a separate summary on security deposits, including the required
rate of interest, be attached to each lease. If you would
like a copy of the revised summary, please let me know.
My 13th Annual 2010 Sheffield Neighborhood Real
Estate Market Report will be published soon, and many
more details and statistics will be included. If you would
like a copy of this report or a previous report, please contact me at 773-294-1822 or paula@paulaarnett.com.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, and a Broker Associate with Baird & Warner specializing in residential real
estate sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.

Number of Sheffield Neighborhood
Real Estate Transactions**
		
			
2010		
Single Family				
Number			
32		
Avg Price Sold		
$1,556,164
Highest Price Sold		
$4,261,250
Lowest Price Sold		
$614,000
Avg Market Time		
180		

2009
26
$1,919,212
$3,700,000
$630,000
153		

Condominium				
Number			
86		
Avg Price Sold		
$442,360
Highest Price Sold		
$902,000
Lowest Price Sold		
$152,500
Avg Market Time		
133		

90
$508,984
$2,000,000
$204,900
127		

Multi-Unit		
Number			
Avg Price Sold		
Highest Price Sold		
Lowest Price Sold		
Avg Market Time		

11		
$992,682
$1,700,000
$315,000
83		

1
$1,397,000
$1,397,000
$1,397,000
1

Vacant Land		
Number			
Avg Price Sold		
Highest Price Sold		
Lowest Price Sold		
Avg Market Time		

1		
$775,000
$775,000
$775,000
1690		

1
$350,000
$350,000
$350,000
447

Total Transactions		
130		
118
**Reported from Midwest Real Estate Data LLC on Jan 7,
2011
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