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It’s time for the 43rd Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival!
BY LAURY LEWIS AND RICHARD ASHBECK

Volunteers needed
for the Garden Walk

T

he Sheffield Garden Walk is the second-oldest
garden walk in the Chicagoland area and one
of the largest. This year’s event will be held
on July 23 and 24 and will offer more than 80
gardens on display representing some of the best gardens in Chicago. Coors and Blue Moon will again be
our major Sheffield Garden Walk sponsor this year.

V

olunteers are needed for this year’s Sheffield
Garden Walk & Festival. There are openings
in Beverages, Gates, Ticket Sales, and Architectural Tours.
Volunteer with your friends and family. Every volunteer will receive a commemorative Sheffield Garden
Walk T-shirt and be able to enjoy all of the music,
gardens, and other events of the 43rd Annual Sheffield
Garden Walk & Festival.
If you are interested in volunteering “Summer’s
Best Festival,” please sign up online at sheffieldgardenwalk.com or use the insert in this issue of SNN. If you
have questions, please contact volunteer coordinator
Hillary Szanto at hszanto@gmail.com.

Music Entertainment
Sheffield’s concert master music guru Dan Hermann
and his group of music merrymakers have put together
the best lineup ever. Our headliners include Poi Dog
Pondering, Soul Asylum, Mike Doughty, New Orleans
Suspects, Hello Dave, and Kinetix. Go to sheffieldgardenwalk.com for more information about the music
entertainment. Again this year as a special event, Ted
Wrobleski has arranged for Barry Winograd and the
Alternatives Big Band to provide two free concerts on
the grounds of the Little Sisters of the Poor located at
Magnolia and Belden from 2 pm to 5 pm on Saturday
and from 1 pm to 4 pm on Sunday.
Thank Our Sponsors with Your Patronage and Goodwill
Additional sponsors this year include Lake Shore Sport
and Fitness, Finkl Manufacturing, McGee’s Tavern &

Grill, WXRT, St. Vincent DePaul Church, Treasure Island
Foods, DePaul University, Dentistry for Children and
Families, Fifth Third Mortgage, Christy Webber Landscapes, Grand Street Gardens, PNC Bank, and Home
Depot on Halsted. Their sponsorship helps us ensure that
the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival will be a financial
success, generating funds for the operation of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association and allowing us to make

Rockin’ at the Garden Walk

T

he Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival is proud to present another amazing lineup of music, including four high-energy national/regional headliners to close out both nights this year: On Saturday, Mike Doughty (6 pm) and Soul Asylum (8 pm)
will be our two featured closing bands. On Sunday, long-time Chicago-area favorite Poi Dog Pondering, back from 2009’s
jam-packed amazing performance, will close out the fest at 8 pm with the New Orleans Suspects and its brand of New
Orleans rock/funk sounds at 6 pm. In addition, we have one of the best early band line-ups in the history of the Garden Walk.
The overall line-up is a mix of bookings that continues our reputation of bringing up-and-coming local and regional bands
to Sheffield as well as national bands with large Chicago followings. The music will kick off Saturday at 12:15 pm with two
Chicago-based bands, starting with Chicago-based Archie Powell and the Exports followed by Brighton, MA at 1:15 pm. Archie
Powell & the Exports was named one of the top new bands in Chicago for 2011 by the Chicago Tribune. Brighton, MA is back
with the SGW after appearing in 2008 and is now touring extensively around the Midwest. At 2:30 pm will be The Revivalists,
an up-and-coming rock/funk band from New Orleans that is currently heavily touring the Southeast and just played at Martyr’s
in April. At 4 pm, Kinetix from Boulder, Colorado, will come back to the SGW with its rock/funk sound after last appearing in
2009. Kinetix is currently heavily touring the West and Midwest and last played Lincoln Hall this past February. On Saturday, the
headlining set will begin at 6 pm with Mike Doughty and his band appearing at the Garden Walk for the first time. Doughty is
the former front man from Soul Coughing and has had a number of hits played on WXRT, including Looking at the World from
the Bottom of the Well. We are excited to have as our closing headliner for Saturday and appearing at the Garden Walk for the
first time, Soul Asylum, which will come on at 8 pm. Soul Asylum has been one of the biggest post-grunge alternative bands in
the country in the 90s and 2000s with big hits such as Black and Gold, Misery, and Runaway Train.
On Sunday, we will continue our tradition of starting off with a family/all-ages act. At 12:15 pm and returning for the fourth
consecutive year, School of Rock, an educational program for kids ages 9 to 17 who want to learn how to make music and to
play in a rock band, will showcase its “touring” group. This promises to be a show that the whole family is sure to enjoy. The
Congregation, a local band with a soulful and bluesy style, will come on at 1:15 pm. The Congregation was also named one of
the best new bands of 2011 by the Chicago Tribune and just played the Taste Stage at Taste of Chicago. At 2:30 pm, Canasta, an
up-and-coming Chicago-based band that brings a unique and well-rounded artful approach with its music, will hit the stage.
SGW friends Hello Dave, well-known throughout Chicago and the region for its feel-good rock/blues/folk sound and live shows,
will return to the Garden Walk for its sixth time in seven years at 3:30 pm. The Sunday headlining set will begin at 6 pm with
New Orleans Suspects, who will make its first visit to the SGW and are a newly formed band of veteran musicians out of New
Orleans with members from the Radiators, Neville Brothers, and the Dirty Dozen Brass Band. Finally, Sunday night will close
out at 8 pm with Poi Dog Pondering. Returning to the Garden Walk after unforgettable, electrifying shows in 2007 and 2009,
Poi Dog has a local following unmatched by any other Chicago-based band that looks forward to Poi’s world beat/folk/funk rock
sound led by the high energy of their leader, Frank Orrall. Poi Dog is sure to put on another great show in the tradition of Sunday
closing bands at the Garden Walk.
We look forward to seeing everybody at the music stage for an outstanding two days of music celebration. For more extensive write-ups on each band and links to their websites, click on the Entertainment section at www.sheffieldgardenwalk.com.
—Dan Hermann, SNA President
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generous contributions to the local parks, schools, and
other neighborhood charities. When you visit or talk to
any of these sponsors, please tell them that you appreciate their participation. Tom Lawson, in his third year
of generating sponsors, has done an unbelievable job,
especially with the current economic conditions.
Gardens
The heart of the Garden Walk is the more than 80
gardens that our residents open for viewing to show off
their horticultural skills. Christy Webber Landscapes
and Grand Street Gardens will be the gardens’ sponsor for the first time. A special thanks to the garden
exhibitors for helping Sheffield be “the Garden District
of Chicago.” Jeannie Lawson and I have again worked
hard to find the best and most interesting gardens. A
Master Gardener representative from the University of
Illinois Extension will be available at the Information
Tent in front of the Church on Webster available to answer all of your gardening questions from 1 pm to 4 pm
both days. Additionally, there will be two special tours
to several gardens each day, guided by a landscape
professional who will provide a wealth of information
as to plant selection, design, and maintenance. The
tours will begin at 3 pm each day and signing up at the
information booth is required. These are sold out every
year. The Sheffield Neighborhood Association was instrumental in helping Little Sisters of the Poor create an
award-winning enabling garden for its residents located
at Magnolia and Belden. Please stop by and enjoy the
new garden as well as the music of Barry Winograd and
the Alternatives Big Band.
Architectural Tours
Polly Kelly, who was one of the founders of the Sheffield Garden Walk in 1969, continues her efforts to
show off the neighborhood by once again this year
offering free, guided architectural tours. Sign up early
each day, because the tours always fill up. Tours will
start at 2 pm and 4 pm on Saturday and 1 and 3 on
Sunday from the information booth on St. Vincent’s
Church lawn along Webster.
Kids’ Corner
The famous pig train will return to Kids’ Corner again
this year along with a petting zoo, pony rides, music,
a hands-on activity from Home Depot, programs from
Lake Shore Sport and Fitness, and many other popular
attractions. Laurie Dombrowski, in her third year as
manager, has put together the best kids’ entertainment
in Chicago. The Friends of Oscar Mayer School will
provide food service in the Kids’ Corner.
Restaurants
This year, we are pleased to have Robinson’s Ribs,
Quang Noodle, St. Vincent DePaul Church, McGee’s
Tavern and Grille, Abbey Pub, Sal’s Deli, and Kasia’s.
All food and non-beer beverages will be sold on a cash
basis at each vendor’s tent; beer tickets will be sold separately. ATMs will again be available on site. Popular
beer choices will include Coors Light, Coors Banquet,

Important reminders
for Garden Walk
weekend

Continued on page 4
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Sidewalk cafés
add spice to
summer in Sheffield
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY DAN HERMANN

A

PLANNING REPORT

DePaul breaks ground on Theater School
BY TED WROBLESKI

O
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July 14, Thursday, 7 pm, CAPS meeting, beats 1811 and
1813, Old Town Triangle Center, 1765 N. North Park.
July 20, Wednesday, 7 pm, CAPS meeting, beats 1812 and
1814, St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland.
July 22. Friday, Sheffield Garden Walk President’s Party.
July 23-24, Saturday-Sunday, 43rd Annual Sheffield Garden
Walk & Festival, Sheffield and Webster.
July 28, Thursday, The Smoking Fish concert, Trebes Park.
August 2, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
August 15, Monday, dusk, “How To Train Your Dragon,” film
screening, Trebes Park.
September 6, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
September 20, Wednesday, 7 pm, CAPS meeting, beats 1811
and 1813, St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland.
October 4, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
November 1, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
November (date TBA), Saturday, SNA Spaghetti Dinner.
December 6, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
Check SNN, call 773-929-9255, or visit the SNA website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org to learn more about
these and other neighborhood events.

Richard Davey, WE O’Neil, (773) 755-1611, cell (773)
235-2433, rdavey@weoneil.com.
The completion date is July 1, 2013, with Theater
School classes beginning at the new building with the
fall 2013 term. After the Theater School, DePaul is
planning to construct a new facility for its other renowned performing arts school, the School of Music,
on the 2300 block of Halsted.
In other DePaul news, the university has acquired
the properties at the southeast corner of Bissell and
Belden, including 921, 923, and 925 Belden and 2249
Bissell. These buildings, which were in a significant
state of disrepair, are being demolished. DePaul will
grade the vacant property and surround it with cedar
fencing for the time being until it decides what proposed use it will have for the property. Meanwhile, the
construction of the Academic Building at Kenmore and
Belden is progressing on schedule and the new Art Museum on Fullerton next to the el is virtually complete
and scheduled for opening this fall.
Ted Wrobleski is SNA First Vice President and chairs
SNA’s Planning Committee.

Riv

Calendar

DePaul University has broken ground for its Theater School
building.

go

n June 1, DePaul University held its ceremonial groundbreaking for its new Theater School
Building to be located at the southwest corner
of Fullerton and Racine. The ceremony was
attended by numerous members of the DePaul family,
including members of the performing arts fundraising
campaign committee, trustees, faculty, administrators,
students, alumni, friends, and neighbors, including representatives of the SNA and other community groups.
Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, President of DePaul
University, spoke about the significance of this new
home for one of DePaul’s most prestigious and nationally recognized departments. Past president Rev. John T.
Richardson, Dean John Culbert of the Theater School and
members of the Theater School faculty also spoke about
their excitement about moving the school from the old St.
Vincent’s Grammar School building on Kenmore to this
new state of the art facility. Sarah Price, a student in the
Theater School, demonstrated her talents in recounting
her experiences dealing with the problems with the heat
and cold in the old building and her excitement about
finally having a world-class theater school housed in a
world-class building.
The new building is designed by the internationally
renowned firm of Pelli Clark Pelli. Cesar Pelli, former
dean of the Yale University School of Architecture, is
internationally known for buildings such as the Petronas Towers in Malaysia, but his firm also specializes in
performing arts centers, many of which are affiliated with
universities, including those at Vassar College, Grinnell
College, the University of Minnesota Duluth, and the
University of Iowa. The firm has designed numerous
other buildings for universities including the University
of Chicago and the University of Illinois. The DePaul
Theater School building will feature a 250-seat theater,
another 125-seat flexible “black box” theater as well
as classrooms, offices, rehearsal spaces, design studios,
workshops, and the school’s script library. The design will
also feature a main entrance to the theater at the corner
of Fullerton and Racine, and a large glass and limestone
corner area above that will house the flexible theater.
The 165,000-sq.-ft. building will top out at around 73 feet
with setbacks that will keep it in scale with the surrounding buildings. See the accompanying artist’s rendering.
Actual construction is slated to begin on July 18.
De Paul held a pre-construction meeting for the neighborhood on June 16. It will begin with excavation and
removal of the old parking lot surface. The sidewalk on
the west side of Racine from Medill to Fullerton will be
closed. The short alley known as Medill Avenue will be
vacated. There will be a pedestrian canopy on the south
side of Fullerton for pedestrian traffic and the bus stop
will be temporarily moved on Fullerton east of Racine.
Work will be 8:00 am to 4:30 pm weekdays. Saturday
work will be avoided if possible. If there is Saturday
work, it will begin at 9 am. Provisions are being made
for construction worker parking. The general contractor
is W.E. O’Neil. If neighbors have any questions, comments or complaints, they can call DePaul Public Safety
dispatch at (773) 325-7777, 24/7 with emergency matters, or Bob Janis, DePaul VP for Facility Operations, (312)
362-8762, cell (312) 804-9128, bjanis@depaul.edu, or

ica

DAN HERMANN
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Ch

s summer has finally arrived, please notice
the beautiful sidewalk planters throughout
the Sheffield neighborhood. As our street
banners declare, Sheffield is the “Garden
District of Chicago.” Some of the proceeds from the
Garden Walk are used to install and maintain these
planters during the summer with flowers and during
the winter with greens. These planters are located
along the business streets in Sheffield, adding to the
shopping experience for our residents, visitors, and
merchants. A special thanks to Laury Lewis, chair
of SNA’s Parks & Beautification Committee, for his
historical and continuous leadership in this effort
and to Finkl Manufacturing and Finkl Landscaping
for their contribution to these planters.
It is that time of year with summer in the air,
which means the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival
is just about here! One sign that it is that time of
year is the annual Patron’s Party for the Garden
Walk, which was held on Friday, June 3. It was
another wonderful event and allowed for neighbors
from Sheffield to get together in a comfortable and
beautiful setting. Thank you to Brandy Rinehart
and her committee for organizing another very
successful Patrons’ Party and to Mark and Vicki
Duhon for opening their Sheffield home for the
event. Brandy and her team solicited contributions
from neighborhood merchants. You’ll find a
complete list in the article on page 7 of this issue.
Please be sure to review the overview on
page 1 of the Garden Walk by Laury Lewis and
Richard Ashbeck, Garden Walk co-chairmen.
This celebration would not be possible without
the significant efforts of the two co-chairs as
well as the executive committee of Patty Hayes,
Tom Lawson, and me, not to mention all of the
volunteer managers and their helpers. This is
the largest festival in Chicago that is truly run by
volunteers. The 43rd Annual Sheffield Garden Walk
& Festival is a volunteer effort, with more than 35
committee managers and hundreds of volunteers,
all of whom are dedicated to showing you a good
time and celebrating our neighborhood. I want
to give special thanks to Phil Piazza of McGee’s,
Tim Glascott’s of Glascott’s, and the owners of Kith
and Kin, Floriole, and St. Vincent DePaul Parish
for hosting the various Garden Walk executive
committee and manager’s meetings. Also, if you
would still like to volunteer, please see the SNA
website; we would love to have you.
This year, I hope everyone has an enjoyable Garden Walk weekend. Yes, there are those that might
be inconvenienced for a day or two, but remember
that the event is a celebration of what makes our
neighborhood the best in the city, with all of the
proceeds returned to the community. Have a great
summer and enjoy the Garden Walk!
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Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
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Progress continues at our community parks
BY TOM LAWSON

S

pring in Sheffield’s community parks began with
the Home Depot Lincoln Park Store Associate
Team distributing 160 bags of mulch donated
by Scott’s in the gardens at Trebes Park. At Clover Playlot Park, the Lincoln Park Home Depot Associate Team distributed 80 bags of mulch in the gardens.
In early June, Home Depot’s plant vendor, Hampshire Farms, graciously donated and delivered 80 perennials for Trebes Park’s award-winning gardens at the
plaza, which are gardens that were planted by neighbors.
The Sheffield community history was outlined on
an historical kiosk originally donated by Finkl Steel in
1995 and set in Trebes Park’s Gazebo gardens. The kiosk
structure was broken and the lithograph was weatherdamaged. This past year, metal sculptor Daniel Blue
graciously and meticulously donated his time and talent,
and along with a community benefactor, undertook the
renovation and installation of this display to allow Sheffield’s history to be a continued memory for park visitors.
A large turnout of residents, neighbors, and parents
at the May 12 Trebes Park / Clover Playlot Advisory Council evidenced community momentum to bring to the
attention of the Chicago Park District needed repairs and
improvements at Sheffield’s community parks. Both these
parks not only serve the community, but Trebes serves as
the Oscar Mayer Magnet School Playground and Clover
Playlot Park serves as the St. Josaphat School Playground.
As a resident, parent, or neighbor, you can join this
momentum to seek improvements of Sheffield’s community parks by attending the next Trebes Park / Clover
Playlot Park Advisory Council meeting on Tuesday, July
12, at 6:30 pm at the Little Sisters of the Poor Auditorium at 2325 N. Lakewood; parking is available in its
parking lot.
Tom Lawson is a member of SNA’s Parks and Beautification Committee and President of the Trebes Park
Advisory Council.

Neighbors of Trebes Park, Tom and Jeannie Lawson, Karla, and
Laury Lewis plant perennials in Trebes Park Plaza Gardens.

Metal sculptor Daniel Blue completes the installation of the
renovated Sheffield community historical kiosk and accepts
thanks from neighbor and Trebes Park Advisory Council President Tom Lawson.

Home Depot associates distribute mulch at Trebes Park.

Sheffield’s history is outlined on the renovated kiosk.

The Home Depot Associate Team at Trebes Park: from left,
Eric Townsend, Ashley Pearce, Rich Ramirez, Kenny Blackman, Manager Scott Philip, Melvin Hall, and Monica Teczar,
with SNA Parks & Beautification Chair Laury Lewis and
Trebes Park Advisory Council President Tom Lawson.

The Home Depot Associate Team at Clover Playlot Park: from
left, Rich Ramirez, Monica Teczar, Ashley Pearce, Brad Spencer, Kenny Blackman, Melvin Hall, Eric Townsend, Manager
Scott Philip, SNA Parks & Beautification Chair Laury Lewis,
Trebes Park Advisory Council President Tom Lawson, and
children from St. Josaphat School.

		

3

4													

				
				
				
				
				
				

Sheffield Neighborhood News

COMMUNITY
REMINDER!
SHEFFIELD GARDEN WALK

SATURDAY, JULY 23, 2011
&
SUNDAY, JULY 24, 2011

In cooperation with the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, we urge you to help
keep this weekend safe:
 The Chicago Police will be highly visible.
 Use common sense with house parties; i.e., music, parking, litter.
 You are responsible for guests at your party.
 Keep the number of guests manageable.
 Be mindful of porch occupancy.
 Be attentive to excessive noise.
 Blocking the public way is prohibited; this includes sidewalks.
 Placing of furniture (sofas, tables, etc.) on the public way is prohibited without a license.
 No drinking on the public way. This will be strictly enforced.
Remember! This is a residential community. Please celebrate responsibly!

For further information, contact the 18th District Community Policing Office at 312-742-5778.
Excessive Noise:
 Sound cannot be louder than an average conversational level between 10 pm and 8 am
if it can be heard at a distance of 100 feet or more from the property line.
 Sound cannot be audible from a distance of 200 feet or more from the point of generation.
No person can operate a radio or tape recorder or similar device on the public way if the sound
generated is audible at a distance.
Excerpted from the City of Chicago’s warning regarding danger of overloading porches/decks
with people, grills, and heavy lawn furniture:
“Porches are not designed for large parties or as storage areas. Their purpose is to provide access
and exits to a dwelling unit.
Building owners and tenants should be aware of the following signs of a structurally unsound
porch/deck system:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Decks pulling away from the exterior wall
Weak footing at ground level
Extensive exterior peeling paint
Loose handrails
Cracked or rotted members (i.e., steps, handrails, decking, etc.)
Leaking roof structures, gutters and downspouts above porch systems
Loose and rotting decking and floor joists
Improper connection of structural members (e.g., upright and lookouts)
Balusters improperly installed and maintained

If you notice any signs of structural problems with an exterior porch system, please contact 311 and
a building inspector will investigate the property.”

It’s time for the 43rd Garden Walk!

Continued from page 1

Blue Moon, and Honey Moon.
Neighborhood Organizations
Funds raised during the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival go to each of the three schools in our neighborhood
and the nationally ranked Lincoln Park High School as
well as to neighborhood parks and beautification and
other worthy charitable organizations. The donation is
$7 till 3 pm and $10 after 3 pm. The Garden Walk &
Festival will run from noon to 10 pm on Saturday and
Sunday. The gardens will be open for viewing from
noon to 5:30 pm both days and the Kids’ Corner will be
open from noon until 5 pm both days.

Armitage Merchants
Please support the merchants on Armitage Avenue as
they have their fabulous annual sidewalk sale during the
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival. A map showing all of
the merchants will be available at the information tent on
Webster in front of the St. Vincent DePaul Church.
Please go to our website, sheffieldgardenwalk.com
for more information. If you are interested in volunteering, please fill out the form in this newsletter.
SEE YOU AT THE SHEFFIELD GARDEN WALK and
FESTIVAL, JULY 23-24!
Laury Lewis and Richard Ashbeck are Co-Chairmen of
the 43rd Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.
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From 18th District
Police Commander
Angarone

D

ear Property Owner,
The Sheffield Garden Walk will be
held on Saturday, July 23rd and Sunday, July 24th, 2011. This letter is being
sent to inform you that there will be a ZERO tolerance policy on all illegal activities/behaviors;
drinking on the public way, public urination,
moving of indoor furniture outside blocking the
public way, or to accommodate overcrowded
house parties, loud music, littering and overcrowded porches will not be permitted. As a
landlord or home owner, YOU are obligated to
monitor illegal behavior on or in your property.
Tenants and property owners will be held accountable and to the letter of the law. Property
owners will be cited for any violations of the
law or municipal code as appropriate.
As always, the police have worked with the
Sheffield Neighbors, the Alderman, businesses and
residents to make this a safe and enjoyable event.
We try to educate our community by flyering
simple safety tips/reminders in an effort to be proactive. Further, we discuss opportunities to work
together at Beat Community Meetings which we
invite you to attend the 2nd Wednesday of every
odd month at St. Michael’s Church, from 7-8 p.m.,
1711 N. Cleveland. We appreciate your thoughts
and ideas and look forward to your continued
feedback to help “measure our successes.”
We also encourage you to share your concerns with The Sheffield Neighborhood Association so that it is aware of the impact its event has
on the quality of life in this area.
Sincerely,
Ken Angarone
District Commander
18th District

Garden Walk
weekend
reminders
heffield neighbors planning parties during

S

Garden Walk weekend, July 23-24, should
remember that the following are prohibited by
city ordinance:
 Drinking on the public way
 Blocking the public way, including sidewalks
 Littering on the public way, including parkways
 Excessive noise:
 Sound cannot be louder than an average
conversational level between 10 pm and
8 am if it can be heard at a distance of
100 feet or more from the property line
 Sound cannot be audible from a distance
of 200 feet or more from the point of
generation
 No person can operate a radio or tape
recorder or similar device on the public
way if the sound generated is audible at
a distance of greater than 75 feet
And don’t forget to:
 Be safe:
o read the city’s porch safety info on
the other side of this notice
 Be courteous:
o to neighbors – residential and business – and to Garden Walk visitors.
The Police Department is aware of the numerous complaints lodged regarding parties in this area
and intends to closely monitor the situation. Please
read the attached notices from the 18th District.
If you have any questions, please call Alderman Smith’s office at 773-348-9500, Alderman
Waguespack’s office at 773-248-1330, or the Sheffield Neighborhood Association at 773-929-9255.
Thank you for your cooperation,
43RD WARD ALDERMAN MICHELE SMITH
ND
32 WARD ALDERMAN SCOTT WAGUESPACK
SHEFFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
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Time to get involved, recognize the spirit of involvement

S

NA seeks candidates for board of directors
Over the years, the Association has striven to
maintain a board composition that reflects the
entire Sheffield neighborhood, including businesses and institutions along with residents and property owners. At the same time, the Association has tried
to maintain a mix of experienced board members and
new, and a mix of long-time Sheffield neighbors and
recent arrivals.
At its Annual Meeting in February, the Association
members elect five (of the 15) directors along with each
of the six officers. Directors serve three-year terms; officers serve one-year terms. The Nominating Committee
soon will begin to review candidates for the 2011 SNA
Board in anticipation of presenting a slate to the current
board at its December meeting. (Per the Bylaws, members also may nominate candidates by submitting the
name of an eligible member to the Secretary 45 days
before the election.)
Any person who is a member in good standing is
eligible to be elected as a director or Secretary, Treasurer, or Assistant Treasurer. A director in good standing
who has served on the board for one year is eligible
to be elected President, First Vice-President, or Second Vice-President. Any member in good standing is

Festivals sponsored by
SNA affiliates

TASTE OF LINCOLN AVENUE
Wrightwood Neighbors Association
July 30-31
773-298-6800, www.wrightwoodneighbors.org,
www.chicagoevents.com
Also check out:
Lincoln Park Arts & Music Festival
July 16-17
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
www.lincolnparkchamber.com, www.chicagoevents.
com

entitled to vote for directors and officers; new members’
voting rights begin 30 days after joining the Association.
A member must be at least 18 years of age and reside
within the Association’s boundaries, or own property or
a business within the boundaries, or represent a religious
organization or institution within the boundaries. A membership form is included in each issue of this newsletter and
is available on the SNA website, www.sheffieldneighborhood.org; forms also are available upon request by calling
or sending an email message to the Association.
If you are interested in serving or know someone who
would be a valuable addition to the board, please contact
the Association by calling 773-929-9255 or sending an
email message to the Association. Those interested should
provide a brief resume that includes a description of any
volunteer experience. Keep in mind that ours is a “working” board, i.e., we need nominees who can offer both their
experience and time.
If you are unable to spare the time commitment
required of an officer or director, or simply want to learn
more about the Association before making that commitment, consider committee work. Much of the work
of the Association is accomplished via the committees,
which make recommendations to the board. Spreading
the work of the Association beyond the board through
its committees eases the burden on directors and officers
and, more important, creates opportunities for broader
participation of SNA membership.
Finally, we need two members to serve on the Nominating Committee; please contact the Association immediately if you are interested. Members interested in serving
on the Budget Committee also should contact the Association, attention SNA Assistant Treasurer Richard Ashbeck.
SNA seeks nominations for Star Award
SNA established the Sheffield Star Award to build community spirit by publicly recognizing someone who
embodies that spirit. The Association presents the Award
at its Annual Meeting in February.
Help SNA acknowledge someone special: nominate someone who made a unique contribution to the
Association in 2010, generated exceptional work in the

community in 2010, or has provided long-term service
to Sheffield. The recipient can be a resident, a business owner, a student, a public official, or anyone who
positively contributed to the neighborhood; the recipient need not be a member of the Association.
To submit a nomination, please provide the nominee’s name, address, and telephone number along with
a description of the nominee’s qualifications for the
award. Include your name and contact information, as
well. Send this information to the Association at 2233
N. Kenmore or via email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

SNA to consider
2011 donation requests

D

uring the annual budgeting process, a
subcommittee of SNA’s Budget Committee
will evaluate the donation requests that the
Association received throughout the year.
To be eligible for a donation, the applicant must be
a not-for-profit group that meets at least one of the
following criteria:
1. It offers programs that provide a needed or
useful service to residents of the Sheffield neighborhood.
2. It is located in or near the Sheffield neighborhood and has a history of being a good neighbor.
3. It offers programs or services that the board of
the SNA believes contribute substantially to the
betterment of the larger community or meet a
specific need targeted by the board.
In addition, requests must be in writing, offer
some background about the applicant, explain how
the request fits the criteria, and describe how and
when the applicant will use the funds. These are
neighborhood funds: help the board determine how
best to support your neighborhood.
Donation request forms are available by calling the Association at 773-929-9255 or sending an
email request to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
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Discovering the history of Lincoln Park
BY TED WROBLESKI

St. Jams at Trebes Park

S

NA sponsored a free concert at Trebes Park
on June 16, featuring St. Jams. Friends and
neighbors gathered for a relaxing evening of
family fun.
Photos for SNN by Fiona Royer

T

he Spring Program of the Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative (LPCRI) was entitled
“Tales from the Ground Up: Discovering the
History of Lincoln Park Homes.” The June 2
program featured a talk by local historian and LPCRI
committee member, Diane Gonzalez, who revealed the
techniques that she uses in her own business, researching the history of older homes in the Lincoln Park neighborhood, and information about the lives of the people
who resided in those homes. In the 1970s, Diane began
researching the history of her own home in Old Town.
She became fascinated with not only the construction
and design of the buildings themselves but also with the
stories of the lives of the people who lived in them and
the times in which they lived. Diane also is a tour guide
on tours of the Chicago River and Lake Michigan. Formerly a clinical social worker, Diane now spends much
of her time researching the history of old houses for
individuals who are interested in finding out more about
their homes and the people who lived in them.
In her discussion, Diane recommended that people
begin by looking around their own homes for clues
about its history. Many times, interesting details, particularly in out-of-the-way places such as basements,
attics, and closets, or behind new walls, can tell you
something about the age and history of the property.
You can then check public records, such as the Chicago Historic Resources Survey done by the staff of the
Commission of Chicago Landmarks, which is available
online at www.cityofchicago.org/landmarks. You can go
to the Chicago History Museum and try to locate building permits and the Cook County Recorder of Deeds to
review the old tract books and microfilmed deeds and
other documents. You can look for permit announcements in old real estate journals and newspapers, and
view fire insurance atlases and other materials that are

increasingly available online. The City of Chicago has a
useful publication, “Your House Has a History: A Step-byStep Guide to Researching Your Property,” that is available from the Landmarks Division.
As to the owners and occupants, you can review census tracts at Ancestry.com, the Newberry Library, or other
sources. Digging further, you can find old wills and court
files at the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County, naturalization records, old voter registration lists, obituaries,
and various Internet sites such as familysearch.org. Oldtime neighbors and relatives can often provide information.
Diane recounted a number of stories describing
interesting facts relating to houses and information about
people that she has come across in her research, sometimes quite unexpected.
In addition to Diane’s talk and the questions and
comments from the audience, DePaul students in the
class of history professor Amy Tyson used some of Diane’s
techniques to research some properties in the Sheffield
area and prepared a display of their findings. Coincidentally, they researched the history of a home on Sheffield
Avenue of SNA Secretary Stephanie Linebaugh and
her husband, who attended the event! The Linebaughs
discovered a lot of information about their home and the
people who lived there before them.
This event was the spring program of the LPCRI,
which presents two public programs each year about
various aspects of the history and character of the Lincoln Park neighborhood. It is a joint effort of the DePaul
University and the community. The next program this fall
will feature Lincoln Park artists and will be presented in
conjunction with the opening of the new DePaul Art Museum Building. Look for details in the coming months.
For more information about the LPCRI and its programs,
visit LPCRI online at http://cgia.depaul.edu/Research or
e-mail Fran Casey at fcasey@depaul.edu.
Ted Wrobleski is SNA First Vice President and chairs SNA’s
Planning Committee.
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Sidewalk cafés add spice to summer in Sheffield
Photos for SNN by Fiona Royer

N

othing says “it’s summertime” more than
the annual arrival of sidewalk cafés in our
neighborhood. Here are a few local hot
spots — sorry that we didn’t have room
for all of them, but be sure to visit them all!

McGee’s, 950 W. Webster

Ja’ Grill, 1008 W. Armitage

Athenian Room, 807 W. Webster
Floriole Bakery, 1220 W. Webster

Sal’s Deli, 1013 W. Webster

John’s Place, 1200 W. Webster

Tarantino’s, 1112 W. Armitage

Webster’s Wine Bar, 1480 W. Webster
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Plenty to see at Lakefront Sculpture exhibit
Photography by Eric Craig Studios

BY STEVEN GROSS

T

his year’s Lakefront Sculpture Exhibit (LSE)
features 20 pieces of three-dimensional art,
located throughout the 43rd and 44th Wards,
which explore such themes as architectural
design and environmental challenges in sometimes
reinterpreted classical ways (Nicole Beck’s “Prairie
Town Dweller”) and sometimes in more whimsical
ways (Shencheng Xu’s “Dream Seeker”). Whatever your
subjective opinions of art, as you move through the
neighborhood over the next year and are confronted
with a sculpture you would like to know more about,
answers can be found on line at www.chicagoLSE.org
or by calling the 44th Ward office at (773) 525-6034 for
an LSE brochure and map of this year’s presentation.
Founded by former 43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley a
decade ago, the LSE was intended to make the statement that our community supports and values the arts
and affirms its commitment to education and public
participation. Through Daley’s efforts, and joined
by 44th Ward Alderman Tom Tunney in 2007, various neighborhood associations, local businesses, and
chambers of commerce were enthusiastically recruited
to sponsor this not for profit / privately funded venture
as a unique form of neighborhood beautification.
This year’s Sheffield Neighborhood Associationsponsored sculpture, “Leap Frog Bridge,” by artist Chris
Newman, is located at the Armitage CTA station. The

SNA sponsored Chris Newman’s “Leap Frog Bridge.”

brochure informs the viewer that, “simple straight lines
skew easily into improbable angles: effortless, sleek,
and controlled…with ample perspectives from which to
inspect and interpret the work.” The artists selected are
awarded a $1,500 stipend each to create their pieces,
most of which were created specifically for this exhibit
The sculptures are then made available for sale to the
public at the end of the annual exhibit in spring 2012.
A kick-off party was held for the artists, sponsors, and
public on June 17 and attended by approximately 150
guests. If you missed that, there will be an upcoming tenyear anniversary party in August (check the LSE website
for details) and a trolley tour of the sculptures planned for
October.
Steven Gross is a member of SNA’s Board of Directors.

SNA kicks off 2011 Garden Walk with Patrons’ Party
Photos for SNN by Fiona Royer

BY BRANDY RINEHART

T

hanks to everyone who attended and/or contributed to this year’s Sheffield Garden Walk &
Festival Patrons’ Party. We had a great turnout
on June 3 at the beautiful residence of our gracious hosts, Vicki and Mark Duhon.
With an expansive selection of homemade appetizers, festive wines, beer choices galore, and decadent
desserts, our wonderful supporters came out in droves,
helping to create a party like none other this year!
We’re looking forward to seeing some of those beautiful
Garden Walk logo gift umbrellas around the neighborhood.
Special thanks to the following contributors; McGee’s, Floriole, Blue Moon Chicago Beverage, Rinehart
Design Group Inc., and the Duhons. And thank you to
each of you for attending again and truly supporting
your Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival!
Brandy Rinehart chaired the 2011 SNA Patrons’ Party.

Former SNA Board member Polly Kelly (r) chats with Garden
Walk Volunteer Manager Hillary Szanto.

Market reminders

T

It seems unlikely that anyone went home hungry.

he Farmers’ Market in Lincoln Park takes place on Saturdays in the Lincoln Park High School Parking lot at
Armitage and Orchard, from May 14 through October 29. Market hours are 7 am to 1 pm.
The Green City Market, Chicago’s only year-round sustainable green market, marks its 13th
anniversary this year. The market takes place near the south end of Lincoln Park between Stockton Drive
and Clark on Wednesdays and Saturdays. The market began on May 4 and will continue through October 29;
market hours are 7 am to 1 pm.
Discounted parking is available for $9 for the first two hours with validation in the Chicago History Museum
parking lot off of Stockton Drive (for validation, patron must make a minimum $5 purchase at the market).
The Green City Market offers chef’s demonstrations and programs for children.
For more information about the Green City Market and its programs, call 773-880-1266 or visit www.chicagogreencitymarket.org. For more information about Farmers’ Markets, call the Department of Special Events at 312744-3315 or visit http://www.chicagofarmersmarkets.us.
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Children’s Memorial
parking facilities

2316 N. Lincoln
2515 N. Clark
Monthly parking for neighbors
Neighborhood residents are offered reduced-rate,
after-hours monthly parking in our garages at 2316
N. Lincoln and 2515 N. Clark. This parking is available at both garages between the hours of 5 pm and
8:45 am Monday through Friday. There is 24-hour
access on weekends and holidays. The monthly fee
for 2316 N. Lincoln is $98, and the monthly rate for
2515 N. Clark is $165.
Reduced rate parking for area businesses
Neighborhood businesses can arrange for their
patrons to pay a flat rate of $6 for use of the garages
between 5 pm and 8:45 am on weekdays and all day
on Saturday and Sunday. Children’s Memorial also
encourages night and weekend shift employees of
local businesses to park in the garage for a reduced
rate.
Discount parking coupons
These coupons are designed for our neighbors’
guests. The coupons must be purchased in sheets of
ten for $60 from the parking garage manager. The
coupons are honored between 5 pm and 8:45 am
Monday through Friday, and any time on weekends
and holidays.
Reduced rates for social events
Children’s Memorial offers reduced rate parking to
local churches for weddings and other social events.
Patrons displaying the ceremonial programs upon exiting the parking facility are charged a $6 rate. Other
forms of validation may be arranged with advance
notice to the parking facility office attendant.
For more information
For more information and to purchase stickers for any
of these programs, please contact Eric Etapia at (773)
880-4286.

Lincoln Park Neighborhood
Parking Program

D

ePaul University provides a limited number of permits for on-campus parking to
members of the DePaul Neighborhood
Parking Program. Parking permits will be
issued in late August. For more information, please
call DePaul’s Office of Community, Government and
International Affairs at (312) 362-8100.

Sheffield Garden Walk
& Festival
July 23-24, 2011
Neighbors socialize at the Patrons’ Party.

From left, former SNA President John Lag with SNA Board
members Patty Hayes and Ted Wrobleski.
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Community safety update
BY JOHN ROBERTS

W

hen you live in an upscale area, certain
problems arise that must be addressed to
protect the community from harm and
harassment. Panhandling is one of these
issues! The following was presented recently in the
Clark Street/Lincoln Park newspaper and offers good
information:
Panhandling
Panhandling is not illegal, per se; in fact, passive sorts
of panhandling are largely constitutionally protected by
the First Amendment. Chicago does have ordinances
that make certain types of panhandling unlawful, and
panhandling deemed “aggressive” is illegal under the
following circumstances:
• within 10 ft of a bus shelter or posted CTA bus
stop sign.
• in any public transportation vehicle or public
transportation facility.
• in a vehicle which is parked or stopped on a
public street or alley.
• on a sidewalk and/or a restaurant filling station,
or within 10 ft in any direction from an ATM,
bank entrance, or currency exchange.
• while a person is waiting in line to be admitted
to a commercial establishment
• when panhandlers are in a group of two or more.
Additionally, panhandlers are not permitted to:
• touch or make physical contact with you 		
without your permission.
• block your path or the entrance to any building
or vehicle.
• follow behind, ahead, alongside while you are
walking away.
• use profane or abusive language before, 		
during, or after soliciting.
• make any statement or gesture which males
you feel fearful.
If you are a victim of (or witness to) aggressive
panhandling, call 911. Do not in any situation try
to confront the panhandler on your own; some of
these people have some serious mental and physical
issues that you do not want to face — that is one of
the many reasons we have the police. If you feel safe
in the situation, try to stay in the area until the police
arrive. Explain the situation and, if at all possible,
sign a complaint against the panhandler. If you have
continuing concerns, contact the Chicago Police
Department’s Neighborhood Relations Office for the
18th district at (312) 742-5778.
Thanks to the Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
for this information.
Also, I urge all citizens to attend the CAPS meetings
at St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland (see schedule
below). At these meetings, you will have an opportunity
to share your concerns about panhandling or other issues
related to your and the neighborhood’s safety.
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival
Every year, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
distributes information sheets along Sheffield,
Kenmore. Bissell, and Dickens to lay out simple rules
to discourage drinking, partying, game playing, and
excessive noise after the festival has closed.

The SNA also puts up yellow signs along the parkway
during Garden Walk weekend reinforcing these suggested
rules. If you feel that your neighbor has not followed
the rules and has kept partying into the night, the SNA
encourages you to call 911. On the morning of Sunday,
July 24, facilities workers from the festival will make a
sweep along the parkways to clean up excessive litter to
keep the neighborhood clean.
Drink responsibly, respect the neighborhood, and
enjoy the Garden Walk. See you there.
Coyote Alert
On various occasions while walking my dog in the early
morning hours, I have observed coyotes traveling though
the streets. They are not aggressive to humans; in fact,
they shy away, but they are a threat to household pets that
might be let out into the yards. Coyotes also like rabbits,
which is why the rabbit population has decreased. Please
be careful in the early morning when letting your pets out
for their morning runs.
Protect Your Hearing
Your hearing is very important to enjoy life and should
be protected from high levels of noise. Many gardening
chores may include tools that produce these high-decibel
levels of noise. These include leaf blowers, lawnmowers,
chainsaws, and many power tools. Hearing protection can
come in many forms, from cheap ear plugs, available at
the pharmacy or hardware store, to professional earmuffs
(e.g., 3M Hearing Protector Model # 90561). Also, last
summer I observed many children from toddlers to young
adults very close to and or in front of the sound system at
the Sheffield Garden Walk. An inexpensive pair of sound
protection earmuffs (e.g., Peltor Model # 90544) could
prevent future hearing impairment.
Crime Track
For two years, SNA has tracked major incidences of
crime to keep the neighbors informed. Your vigilance
has helped the police to keep this area’s crime incidence
down. Please keep up the good work by getting involved
with the CAPS meetings and calling 911.
Initially, the project has been tracking non-domestic
crimes to persons that occur on the streets, sidewalks,
and alleys, as well as in residential garages, parking lots,
and parks. The statistics will be somewhat dated in that
they are based upon what is available from the Chicago
Police Department’s CLEARpath website on the date that
material must be submitted for publication. Thus, for
this issue, the project tracked crimes from May 7, 2011,
through June 15, 2011. This is not every incident but
gives a good representation of the activity.
DAY/TIME		
May 15/3:30AM
May 25/3:00PM
June 6/9:20AM
June 10/2:41AM

BLOCK		
2000 N. Halsted
2100 N. Dayton
2300 N. Janssen
2200 N. Magnolia

LOCATION
Street
Street
Garage
Sidewalk

CRIME TYPE
Simple Battery
Robbery(strong armed)
Robbery(strong armed)
Simple Battery

TOTALS
May 7-June 15 (approximately 39 days) x 6 incidents = 1
incident per 7.8 days
February 19-May 6 (approximately 77 days) x 13 incidents = 1 incident per 5.92 days
December 17-February 18 (approximately 63 days) x 7
incidents = 1 incident per 9.14 days
September 11-December 16 (approximately 97 days) x
19 incidents = 1 incident per 5.11 days

At the last CAPS meeting, the police handed out
the crime incidents as reported on ClearPath for the
previous month. Once again, overall crime is down
throughout the 18th District. We must continue to
support the efforts of the men and women of the 18th
District to continue this trend. Attend CAPS meetings
and show support.
To track other crime incidents yourself, use the Chicago Police Department’s CLEARpath website, www.
chicagopolice.org. The site links directly to CLEARmap,
which offers a comprehensive look at crime incidents
in Chicago via either a map or a graph. To access this
crime data, select Online Services, and then click on
CLEARmap. Or go directly to the link at http://gis.
chicagopolice.org/. A map appears; click on the Crime
Incidents icon on the left. Select date parameters (available in two-week intervals), then select to search by
beat, and finally choose beat 1811* or 1812*. Other
options include selecting a particular type of crime and
filtering by time and location. Then click GO. A map
will appear that includes icons denoting crime types.
For example, a mask denotes a robbery, while a bottle
denotes a liquor license violation. Definitions of the
crime types can be accessed by clicking on “Details” to
the right of “Crime Types.”
Another useful option is to search by address rather
than by the beat; distance options are 1/8, ¼, and ½
miles.
For other ways to use the CLEARpath website,
see the Community Safety Update in the March/April
2009 issue of this newsletter, available online at www.
sheffieldneighborhoodassociation.org by selecting the
News tab on the left and then clicking on “here” in
“Click here for archived news articles.”
Always remember when something is suspicious or
you witness a crime, do not hesitate to call 911.
Upcoming Dates to Remember
CAPS Meetings:
The Chicago Police Department monthly CAPS meetings are helpful in understanding the policing efforts
in our district (the 18th). The police prepare charts and
maps that identify all crimes committed in the last
month and discuss their efforts to arrest the perpetrators. They also bring the incident reports if a member
of the community wants further details of a crime. In
addition, the police bring guest speakers form the various departments to discuss their roles in the prevention of crime and give helpful suggestions on how the
community can help. The police have a number of
pamphlets pointing out ways to protect yourself and the
community, as well.
Attending a CAPS meeting is the best way to communicate your concerns to the officers who patrol your
community. SNA members attend the meetings, but
they need your support. I strongly urge members of
the community to take an active interest in the CAPS
program to show community support for the police.
*Beats 1811 and 1813 (North Ave north to Fullerton, Sheffield west to the Chicago River)
September 20 at 7 pm
St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland.
*Beat 1812 (Armitage north to Fullerton, Sedgwick then Clark west to Sheffield
TBD at 6:30 pm , 2145 N. Halsted
John Roberts chairs SNA’s Community Safety Committee.
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SHEFFIELD’S BUSINESSES

Chilling in Sheffield
BY DANIELLE DEUTSCH

T

he Sheffield neighborhood boasts everything
from small boutiques to ice cream treats. I
recently cruised the local streets to hunt down
three hot spots for ice cream.
My first stop was Annette’s Homemade Italian Ice.
Annette’s offers a variety of treats for the young and old,
and even the dog. There are a myriad of flavors for ice
cream, frozen yogurt, smoothies, milkshakes, and Italian
ice, including Superman, mint chocolate chip, and peanut butter a la mode. From kids’-size cups to take-home
tubs, every appetite can be pleased. Come every month
to indulge in the sundae of the month. Order outside at
the walk up window and grab a seat at the picnic tables
or outdoor table seating. Low-carb options are available.
2009 N. Bissell, 773-868-9000. Cash only.
Continuing on my walk, I stumbled upon an old
classic, Tom and Wendee’s Italian Ice. Opening the
glass door, I was greeted by friendly employees and
stuffed animals. Sixteen scrumptious flavors line the
two large white cases. A board above the white cases
displays toddler-size to half-gallon cups and tubs. I was
able to mix and match as many flavors as I liked. Try a

SNA Business Members

Please shop locally and support the following SNA
business members:		
2 point perspective, inc.		
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack
43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith
A Finkl & Sons			
AHWA* c/o 1154 Lill Studio		
All She Wrote			
Armitage Racine Currency Exchange
Paula Arnett of Baird & Warner		
Baker Construction Group		
Bauhs Creative Group		
Beaumont Bar & Grill		
Carol Wolk Interiors			
Chicago Beverage Systems		
Children’s Memorial Hospital		
Christy Webber Landscapes		
Cotelac				
Dee’s Restaurant			
Dentistry for Children and Families
DePaul Library			
DePaul University			
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop		
Douglas Vacuum & Allergy Relief
Dr. Lori Portnoy 			
Erica Fishman Smith, ASID		
Faith & Whiskey			
Family Pet Animal Hospital		
Fifth Third Bank			
Floriole Bakery			
General Iron Industries, Inc.		
Glascott & Associates		
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.		
Grand Street Gardens		
Greater Little Rock Church		
Headley School Condo Assn		
Hellman Frame Shop		
Home Depot			
ICM Properties			
K. Paige Salon			
Kelly’s Pub			
Kincade’s				
Lakeshore Sport and Fitness		
Laudi Vidni			
Licia Leslie, LLC			
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
Little Sisters of the Poor		
Lori’s Designer Shoes		
Mario’s Place Barber Shop		
McGee’s				
Milito Car Wash			
Milito Mobil			
My Corner Playroom			
Nookies Too, Inc.			
PNC Bank				
Robinson’s #1 Ribs			
Millie Rosenbloom of Baird & Warner
Sai Café, Inc.			
Sal’s Deli				
Serpe Insurance			
Sir Speedy				
Spex				
St. James Lutheran Church & School
St. Josaphat Church			
St. Vincent de Paul Center		
St. Vincent’s Church			
State Restaurant & Café		
Tarantino’s			
The Local Option			
The Poison Cup			
Treasure Island			
Vrai Amour LLC			
Webster’s Wine Bar			
Westend Dental			

2120 N. Bissell
2657 N. Clybourn
735 W. Wrightwood
2011 N. Southport
904 W. Armitage
825 W. Armitage
1166 W. Armitage
737 N. Michigan
2222 N. Elston #201
904 W. Webster
2020 N. Halsted
2000 N. Clifton

2300 Children’s Plaza
2900 W. Ferdinand
1159 W. Webster
1114 W. Armitage
1721 N. Halsted
2350 N. Kenmore
1 E. Jackson
2070 N. Clybourn
2053 N. Clybourn
954 W. Armitage
1158 W. Dickens
1365 W. Fullerton
1401 W. Webster
145 W. North
1220 W. Webster
1909 N. Clifton
2156 N. Halsted
2052 N. Seminary
2200 W. Grand
834 W. Armitage
2107 N. Magnolia
2152 N. Bissell
2665 N. Halsted
1438 W. Belmont
956 W. Webster
949 W. Webster
950 W. Armitage
1320 W. Fullerton
1007 W. Armitage
2330 N. Wayne
1925 N. Clybourn
2325 N. Lakewood
824 W. Armitage
2347 N. Southport
950 W. Webster
1106 W. Fullerton
1106 W. Fullerton
2121 N. Clybourn
2114 N. Halsted
1640 W. Fullerton
655 W. Armitage
2762 N. Lincoln
2010 N. Sheffield
1013 W. Webster
2538 N. Lincoln
1711 N. Clybourn
2136 N. Halsted
2101 N. Fremont
2311 N. Southport
2145 N. Halsted
1010 W. Webster
935 W. Webster
1112 W. Armitage
1102 W. Webster
1128 W. Armitage
3460 N. Broadway
953 W. Webster
1480 W. Webster
1166 W. Armitage

summer favorite, watermelon. Chocoholics, beware! There
are three chocolate flavors — toffee crunch, plain, and
cappucchino. You won’t believe these ices are low-calorie
— 15 cal/oz. Made without dairy. Indoor and outdoor
seating. 1136 W. Armitage, 773-327-2885. Cash only.
My last stop was Sweet Mandy B’s. Walking down
the tree-lined street on Webster Avenue, I could smell the
fresh-baked desserts of all kinds. Inside the newly opened
store, about 10 flavors of Mitchell’s ice cream are seen
being delicately scooped into cones and cups. Add some
sprinkles for a sweet crunch, or add two cookies and
enjoy an ice cream sandwich. You can even take home
Mitchell’s ice cream. Jam-packed and tasty! 1208 W.
Webster, 773-244-1174. Cash and credit cards.
Danielle Deutsch is a Sheffield resident.

Business
bits
here are two more new openings in the Sheffield area, add-

T

ing to the distinctive range of retailers in our neighborhood,
along with major changes to a neighborhood fixture:
So Cute and Cozy is a Chicago monogram boutique
that specializes in unique, personalized apparel, accessories and gifts
for babies, kids, women, the home and more. You can find imaginative, high quality embroidered presents here for just about every
occasion: new arrivals, big brothers and sisters, birthdays, Mother’s
Day, graduation, back-to-school, housewarming and bridal.
1210 W. Webster, 773-697-8006
Hours: Mondays closed (or by appointment), Tuesdays to
Saturdays 11am-6pm, Sundays 11am-5pm
www.socuteandcozy.com
Title 9 is both quirky and effacing. This store focuses on clothes
made for, and modeled by, ordinary women who like to be active;
running, hiking, biking, swimming, doing yoga, and playing tennis and
golf. It is particularly known for its extensive collection of sports bras.
1024 W. Armitage, 773-935-5116
Hours: Mondays to Saturdays 10am-6pm, Sundays 		
11am-5pm
www.titlenine.com
Lakeshore Sport & Fitness, formerly Lakeshore Athletic Club, is
under new ownership with ambitious plans for upgrades to facilities,
programs, and membership services. This includes numerous programs for children and outreach to local schools. The new owners
plan to make LSF the premier sports and fitness location in Chicago
and provide a “Total Membership Experience.”
1320 W. Fullerton, 773-477-9888.
Hours: Mon-Fri: 4:30 am-11 pm; Sat-Sun: 6 am-10 pm
www.lakeshoresf.com
DarkCloud Coffee, 2122 N. Halsted, profiled in this space in
our previous issue, has since closed.
—Fiona Royer is a Sheffield resident.
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Porch and deck
safety
measures
he City of Chicago warns residents of the

T

danger of overloading porches or decks with
people, grills, or heavy lawn furniture. The
warning emphasizes that porches are designed to provide ingress and egress to dwelling units
and not to serve as storage areas or venues for large
parties. Property owners, landlords, and tenants share
the responsibility of maintaining a safe environment.
This warning is especially important for those of
you who plan summer parties, especially during the
upcoming Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.
The warning enumerates signs of a structurally
unsound porch or deck system:
• Decks pulling away from the exterior wall
• Weak footing at ground level
• Extensive exterior peeling paint
• Loose handrails
• Cracked or rotted members (e.g., steps,
handrails, decking)
• Leaking roof structures, gutters, and downspouts above the system
• Loose and rotting decking and floor joists
• Improper connection of structural members
(e.g., upright and lookouts)
• Balusters improperly installed and maintained
The Chicago Building Code establishes the standards for porch and deck construction. The city recommends hiring a licensed contractor with extensive
experience building or repairing porches and decks.
The building owner bears the ultimate responsibility
for obtaining a building permit to install or repair a
porch or deck, however. Architectural drawings may
be required: porch and deck prototype construction
guidelines and standards are available.
For additional information about porch and deck
safety, including a guide to maintenance and evaluation, guides to design, and Porch FAQs, visit www.
cityofchicago.org, or contact the Department of
Buildings at 312-744-3600 or buildings@cityofchicago.org. Most important, report signs of structural
problems to 311; a building inspector then will
investigate.

Attention, Sheffield neighbors!

D

o you enjoy receiving the Sheffield Neighborhood News? Do you enjoy seeing the planters on corners of
our commercial streets? Do you enjoy the neighborhood events? Do you know that the Sheffield Neighborhood Association works with the Aldermen’s offices and city departments to help provide guidance on
neighborhood needs? Do you know that SNA is a volunteer group of residents and businesses that work
together to improve the conditions of life, work, recreation, health, and safety of our neighborhood? Would you
like to receive e-mail notices about neighborhood issues and events?
Please support SNA by becoming a member! Just because you receive the Sheffield Neighborhood News does
not mean you are an SNA member. Read this issue of SNN to see all that SNA does for you!
For your convenience, you can pay the small fee by check or credit card and renew for a one- or three-year
period.
SNA welcomes the following new members: Stephen Cerrone and Michael and Charlotte Osterman.
SNA welcomes the following new business members: Fifth Third Bank at 145 W. North, Grand Street Gardens
at 2200 W. Grand, Lakeshore Sport and Fitness at 1320 W. Fullerton, Sal’s Deli at 1013 W. Webster, Serpe Insurance at 2538 N. Lincoln, and Westend Dental at 1170 W. Armitage.
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join. Membership dues are: Family $20 1-year or $50 3-years;
Individual $15 1-year or $35 3-years, Senior $5 1-year or $10 3-years, Business $25 1-year or $60 3-years. Please
complete the form below and mail it with your check to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you are a member but have not received your membership window decal and would
like to display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

How can I....

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?
		

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
			
One Year
Three Years			
One Year
Family membership
$20		
$50
Senior membership $5 		
Individual membership $15 		
$35
Business membership $25		

Three Years
$10
$60

Credit Card __MasterCard __Visa __Discover Card
Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number					
Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:						
E-mail:
Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614
or fax to: 312-592-7565 if using credit card.
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Sheffield’s new neighbor: The ReBuilding Exchange
BY LISA ELKINS

W

ith Chicago’s much-awaited summer now
in full swing, many people are planning
weekend projects, household repairs, and
renovations. With so many homes in our
Sheffield neighborhood being historic in nature, I’d like to
share a great new resource that has just relocated nearby!
The ReBuilding Exchange is located just west of Sheffield’s boundaries at the intersection of Ashland and Webster. Their facility offers a wide selection of used doors,
light fixtures, cabinets, mirrors, handles/knobs, sinks, tiles,
and more that reflect a wide variety of eras from quite
recent to very historic. Unlike some of the higher-priced
“architectural” resale shops, the ReBuilding Exchange also
goes beyond the artistic elements to offer more common
pieces and parts of old buildings such as framing lumber,
hardwood flooring, and balusters.
With The ReBuilding Exchange, Chicago now joins
many other US cities in the “deconstruction movement,”
which advocates reusing quality building materials in order
to reduce trash in landfills. The re-purposing of viable
building materials is preferred over recycling because it reduces the amount of new building materials and the associated carbon footprint that goes along with their creation.

Local merchants
to hold sidewalk sale

T

he Armitage Halsted Webster Association
will host its 16th annual Sidewalk Sale July
23-24 in conjunction with the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival. More than 20 shops
will participate from 10 am to 6 pm on Saturday, July
23, and 11 am to 5 pm on Sunday, July 24, along
Armitage, Halsted, and Webster Streets.
Visitors who stop by all the locations on the passport pass given out at the sale will be entered to win
a grand-prize package of items from all participating
merchants.
The Armitage Halsted Webster Association is a volunteer group of more than 40 local business owners banding
together to promote SHOP LOCAL initiatives and promote
Lincoln Park as a top destination in Chicago.
For more information on the Association, visit
www.lincolnparkshopping.com.

In addition to being more affordable than new
products, giving new life to old materials creates a more
interesting story for homeowners and business owners! Recently, our architecture firm, 2 Point Perspective,
designed shelving for City Provisions deli in the Ravenswood neighborhood using re-claimed wood joists from
a deconstructed home near Orchard and Armitage. In a
residential project that we designed just north of Fullerton, several historic doors that varied in look and style
were installed on a sliding track. The effect is a unique
and eye-catching room divider.
The Rebuilding Exchange also makes its own items
out of reclaimed wood for purchase. Their tables, chairs,
and benches might make a lovely addition to your backyard or patio. They offer monthly instructional workshops
and educational programs on deconstructing a home, reuse, and home repairs, as well. Go ahead, explore your
inner DIY superstar.
Finally, if you are doing demolition work and would
like a tax write-off for donated items, you should keep
The ReBuilding Exchange in mind. You can drop your
items off at their facility, or pick-ups are now available; to
schedule a pick-up, give them a call at (773) 800-8629 or
email them at pickups@rebuildingexchange.org. A $25
donation is suggested for pick-ups.
The Rebuilding Exchange is located at 2160 N.
Ashland. Its business hours are Tuesday-Saturday: 10-6,
Sunday: 10-4, Monday: closed. If you have any questions, call (773) 252-2234 or check out its website: www.
rebuildingexchange.org.
Lisa Elkins is an SNA Board member and owner of 2
Point Perspective, an architectural firm.

Trebes Park — the place to be
for entertainment this summer

H

ot on the heels of our first summer concert,
SNA’s Concerts and Movie in the Park series
rolls on at Trebes Park. Wear your dancing
shoes on Thursday, July 28, from 6:30 pm
to 8:30 pm and enjoy the debut of The Smoking Fish,
playing popular sounds and hits from the past. Then on
Monday, August 15, bring the whole family and pack
snacks for a dusk screening of the Oscar-nominated
film, “How to Train Your Dragon.”
For more information, please visit www.sheffieldneighborhood.org or call 773-929-9255.

How is the real estate market?
BY PAULA ARNETT

A

s you can see on the accompanying chart, the
number of real estate transactions in the Sheffield Neighborhood* continues to decline.
For the same period, the number of properties
under contract and those that closed for single-family
homes and condos are the fewest in the last five years.
Latest FYIs
A property on a 32x125 lot in the 2200 block of Dayton
that sold for $1,410,000 in December 2010 has been
torn down and the new construction property is on the
market for $4,200,000. At the corner of Belden and Bissell, three properties are under contract as of March 2011
for $2,100,000; DePaul University is the purchaser and is
planning to tear them down as they are in poor condition.
Webster & Wayne/Belden & Wayne:
• Vacant land at 1310-12 W. Webster on a
60x120 lot was sold for $1,235,000 to GLM
Developers LLC in May 2011.
• The former Mike’s “cop bar” at 1318 W. Webster
on a 25x125 lot is on the market for $700,000.

•

The oddly configured sidewalk at the corner of
Wayne and Webster was installed last year due to
a misinterpretation of the regulations with respect
to ADA compliance, according to Alderman Scott
Waguespack’s Chief of Staff. The Department of
Water Management is responsible for correcting the design and has committed to make the
necessary modifications this year.
• 48 deeded parking spaces that are part of the
Lakewood Commons West Condo Association
are for sale for $720,000 or $15,000 each.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, and a Broker Associate with Baird & Warner specializing in residential real
estate sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.

Sheffield Neighborhood*				

Number of Contract Pendings Jan. 1 through June 21**		
			
		
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
Single Family
21
17
14
21
14
Condo		
85
55
48
52
27
Multi Unit 6
5
0
3
4
Vacant Land
2
0
0
1
1
Total		
114
77
62
77
46
Number of Closed Jan. 1 through June 21**			
		
		
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
Single Family
20
13
9
21
7
Condo		
68
46
40
47
31
Multi Unit 4
6
1
2
4
Vacant Land
0
0
0
0
1
Total		
92
65
50
70
43
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the
North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago River on the West.
**Reported from Midwest Real Estate Data LLC on June 22, 2011.
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