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Sheffield thanks founders of SNA, Garden Walk & Festival
Photos for SNN by Fiona Royer

D

espite being thwarted by rain, the Tribute to
the leaders who were instrumental in founding the SNA and the Sheffield Garden Walk
was a terrific event. The first of its kind to
salute the efforts of those who founded and steered the
community association through its early days was held
on Friday, September 16, at the Little Sisters of the Poor.
After enjoying cocktails accompanied by the music
of Barry Winograd in the Enabling Garden, the event
moved inside.   
Against a backdrop of old posters advertising early
Garden Walks, Ted Wrobleski kicked off the event with
a brief talk on the history of the area and the Sheffield
Garden Walk. Current SNA president Dan Hermann
next took to the podium to explain the modern day
festival and its benefits to the Sheffield neighborhood. Former SNA presidents and SGW chairs then
stepped up to the microphone to share their memories:
Polly Kelly, Bruce Hunt, Phyllis Reinert, Tom Lawson,
and John Lag related humorous anecdotes and paid
tribute to the efforts of their neighbors in making Sheffield the neighborhood it is today.
The event was attended by 70 neighbors. In addition to those who shared their memories, other past
SNA presidents and SGW chairs attending the Tribute
included Bob Birkmeyer, Don Higgins, Lew Matuszewich, and Otto Teske. Newly elected 43rd Ward
Alderman Michele Smith also was present and warmly
acknowledged the importance of the SNA in the vitality
of the City.
In addition to saluting the efforts of SNA and SGW
founders, the Tribute raised $1.008 for the Little Sisters
of the Poor.
Heartfelt thanks to Paula Arnett, David Bassin, Bas
Bouma, Joe Castro, Sue Castro, Ruthmarie Eisin, Patty
Hayes, Dan Hermann, Malcolm Lambe, Laury Lewis,
Madelyn MacMahon, Mary Newman, Randy Royer,
Christine Struminski, and Ted Wrobleski for their volunteer efforts and in-kind contributions supporting the
Tribute.

A lineup of past and present Garden Walk chairs and/or SNA Presidents: Bob Birkmeyer, Phyllis Reinert, Bruce Hunt, Laury
Lewis, Polly Kelly, Tom Lawson, Ted Wrobleski, Lew Matuzewitch, John Lag, Otto Teske, and Dan Hermann.

Sister Michael of the Little Sisters of the Poor with 43rd
Ward Alderman Michele Smith.

SNA President Dan Hermann reminisces with long-time
board member and Garden Walk co-founder Polly Kelly.

St. James Church to host
SNA Spaghetti Dinner

T

here will be a new venue this year for a
longstanding neighborhood event. The
Sheffield Neighborhood Association
will hold its annual Spaghetti Dinner on
Saturday, November 19, at St. James Church, Dickens
and Fremont from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm.
For many years, this popular neighborhood
tradition has brought friends and neighbors together
for a relaxed evening of food, beverages, music,
an auction, and family fun. Tickets, which will be
available at the door, will be $6 for adults and $4
for children and seniors. Food and beverages are
included in the ticket price.
For more information, visit www.
sheffieldneighborhood.org or call 773-929-9255 or
send an email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
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Winter reminders

A

Photo for SNN by Tom Lawson

Sheffield

Neighborhood News
Fullerton
Halsted

Good Business Neighbor Guidelines
•
As winter approaches, all snow or ice
must be removed from the walkway in front of
your business.
•
Sweep and clean up any trash around your
property. Please sweep in front of your neighbors,
as well.
•
Keep lights on in front and rear of your
property. If a light fixture needs to be changed,
please call 311.
•
If there are any vacant storefronts or doorways near your business, remove newspapers or
exposed mail that is present.
•
If there is a vacant property that needs
maintenance, notify the owner or real estate agent
or contact your local Alderman’s office.
•
Do not let trash receptacles near your
property overflow with garbage.
•
Maintain and keep dumpster storage areas
and adjacent alley areas clean and free of debris.
•
Note: “Sandwich advertising boards” are
not eligible for city permits and are city Public
Way offenses and will be ticketed by the city.

A swing set has been replaced at Clover Playlot.

r

s the arrival of winter has come upon
us, it is always helpful to review the
City’s winter parking restrictions and
snow removal procedures. Chicago’s
annual snow-related parking restrictions will
take place on Thursday, December 1, at (3 am)
on a number of most critical arterial streets and
will end on April 1, regardless of snow. Motorists ignoring the posted seasonal tow zone face a
minimum $150 towing fee in addition to a $50
ticket and an initial $10 daily storage fee.
A separate ban on parking exists on additional
main streets when there is 2 inches of snow on
the street, regardless the time of day or the calendar date. These streets include Halsted-ArmitageClark-North-Division-Lincoln-Clybourn-Fullerton
and Diversey.
Both of these seasonal restrictions are marked
by signs that are permanently posted on designated routes. They constitute Chicago’s “Snow
Route System,” which was created in response to
massive snowstorms. These routes must be clear
for emergency vehicle access.
In addition to parking issues, there are many
safety issues related to snowfalls. In accordance
with 10-8-180 Snow and Ice Removal Policy,
every owner, lessee, tenant, occupant, or other
person having responsibility of any building or
lot of ground in the city abutting upon any public
way or public place shall remove the snow from
the sidewalk in front of such building or lot.
In case of severely frozen snow and ice the
person having responsibility of the sidewalk is
required to place ashes, sand, sawdust or other
suitable materials to eliminate any danger to pedestrians. There is a provision that protects people
who remove snow or ice at such locations from
being held liable for civil damages.
If you have a neighbor who is elderly or otherwise physically unable to clear his or her own
sidewalk, please call your Alderman and he or she
will attempt to find volunteers to assist.
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November 9, Wednesday, 7 pm, CAPS meeting,
beats 1811 and 1813, St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N.
Cleveland.
November 10, Thursday, 7 pm, CAPS meeting, beats
1812 and 1814, Old Town Triangle, 1765 North Park
November 19, Saturday, 5:30 pm, SNA Spaghetti
Dinner, St. James Church, Dickens and Fremont.
December 6, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
July 21-22, 2012, Saturday-Sunday, 44th Annual
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival, Sheffield and
Webster.
Check SNN, call 773-929-9255, or visit the SNA
website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org to learn
more about these and other neighborhood events.

T

he Trebes Park/Clover Playlot Park Advisory
Council, community advisory bodies to the
Chicago Park District (CPD), generally reviewed
community efforts to improve Sheffield’s parks
at their September meetings. The Council continued to
prepare for the CPD budgetary process to gain the planning level to begin the process for the improvement of
both playgrounds.
The Council also elected new officers at the meeting:
Clover Playlot Park Advisory Council: President Laury Lewis, Vice President Michelle Bracke, Treasurer Diane

McCartney, and Secretary Dan Palonis; and
Trebes Park Advisory Council: President Tom Lawson, Vice President Audra Berg, Treasurer Jack Perno,
and Secretary Melanie Hamblin Oritz.
At the end of September, Michelle Bracke and
Audra Berg made presentations appealing for improvements to our parks at the Chicago Park District Regional
Budget hearing to Michael Kelly, CEO of the CPD.
After reviewing their requests, Kelly recommended that
the playgrounds of both parks enter the planning stage
and be assigned a CPD project manager from the Planning Development Department; initial meetings have
been arranged to initiate this process.
Separately, the CPD replaced a swing set at Clover
Playlot that had been removed over a year ago because
of safety concerns, as pictured.
If you would like to participate in this community
effort to maintain and upgrade our parks, please contact
Laury Lewis at lbl1948@yahoo.com or Tom Lawson at
tom.lawson@att.net.
Laury Lewis chairs SNA’s Parks and Beautification
Committee and is President of the Clover Playlot Park
Advisory Council. Tom Lawson is a member of SNA’s
Parks and Beautification Committee and President of
the Trebes Park Advisory Council.
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Calendar
November 1, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.

BY LAURY LEWIS AND TOM LAWSON

ica

SNA seeks nominations for Star Award
SNA established the Sheffield Star Award to build community spirit by publicly recognizing someone who embodies
that spirit. The Association presents the Award at its Annual
Meeting in February.
Help SNA acknowledge someone special: nominate
someone who made a unique contribution to the Association in 2011, generated exceptional work in the community in 2011, or has provided long-term service to Sheffield. The recipient can be a resident, a business owner,
a student, a public official, or anyone who positively
contributed to the neighborhood; the recipient need not be
a member of the Association.
To submit a nomination, please provide the nominee’s
name, address, and telephone number along with a description of the nominee’s qualifications for the award. Include
your name and contact information, as well. Send this
information to the Association at 2233 N. Kenmore or via
email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.
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Park advisory council updates, elections

Ch

NA seeks candidates for board of directors
Over the years, the Association has striven to maintain a board composition that reflects the entire
Sheffield neighborhood, including businesses and
institutions along with residents and property owners. At
the same time, the Association has tried to maintain a mix
of experienced board members and new, and a mix of
long-time Sheffield neighbors and recent arrivals.
At its Annual Meeting in February, the Association
members elect five (of the 15) directors along with each of
the six officers. Directors serve three-year terms; officers
serve one-year terms. The Nominating Committee soon
will begin to review candidates for the 2012 SNA Board in
anticipation of presenting a slate to the current board at its
December meeting. (Per the Bylaws, members also may
nominate candidates by submitting the name of an eligible
member to the Secretary 45 days before the election.)
Any person who is a member in good standing is
eligible to be elected as a director or Secretary, Treasurer,
or Assistant Treasurer. A director in good standing who has
served on the board for one year is eligible to be elected
President, First Vice-President, or Second Vice-President.
Any member in good standing is entitled to vote for directors and officers; new members’ voting rights begin 30 days
after joining the Association.
A member must be at least 18 years of age and reside
within the Association’s boundaries, or own property or
a business within the boundaries, or represent a religious
organization or institution within the boundaries. A membership form is included in each issue of this newsletter and
is available on the SNA website, www.sheffieldneighborhood.org; forms also are available upon request by calling
or sending an email message to the Association.
If you are interested in serving or know someone who
would be a valuable addition to the board, please contact
the Association by calling 773-929-9255 or sending an email
message to the Association. Those interested should provide
a brief resume that includes a description of any volunteer
experience. Keep in mind that ours is a “working” board,
i.e., we need nominees who can offer both their experience
and time.
If you are unable to spare the time commitment
required of an officer or director, or simply want to
learn more about the Association before making that
commitment, consider committee work. Much of the
work of the Association is accomplished via the committees, which make recommendations to the board.
Spreading the work of the Association beyond the board
through its committees eases the burden on directors
and officers and, more important, creates opportunities
for broader participation of SNA membership.
Finally, we need two members to serve on the Nominating Committee; please contact the Association immediately if you are interested. Members interested in serving
on the Budget Committee also should contact the Association, attention SNA Assistant Treasurer Richard Ashbeck.
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PLANNING REPORT

The do’s and dont’s of signs
BY TED WROBLESKI

I

n recent years, the city has become increasingly
vigilant in enforcing the ordinances that regulate
the character of signs and awnings that extend
over the public way, recalling the lyrics of the
1970s rock tune Signs: “Sign, sign, everywhere a sign.
Blockin’ out the scenery, breakin’ my mind. Do this,
don’t do that, can’t you read the sign?”
Signs have always been an important element
contributing to the character of the commercial areas
of Sheffield. You can still see the painted “ghost signs”
from many years ago on some of the buildings in and
around the neighborhood. A good example is the
sign on the north wall of the building on the northeast
corner of Dickens and Kenmore. There are also several
ghost signs advertising the Daily News around the area.
The city’s streets, sidewalks, and parkways are
considered to be the “public way.” Since these areas
are owned by the City and not the adjacent building
owner or tenant, a permit is required for a business or
property owner to occupy the public way for, among
other things, canopies, awnings, signs, light fixtures,
and banners. Business owners can apply for a Public Way Use Permit from the Department of Business
Affairs and Consumer Protection (BACP) at www.
cityofchicago.org/bacp. If a business owner is getting a
building permit for work in addition to a simple sign or
awning, the Department of Buildings (DOB) will refer
the public way permit issues to BACP. The Application
must be completed for review by BACP, which ordinarily requires a plan or diagrams, photographs, and for
some, general liability insurance. The application must
include the signature of the alderman of the ward in
which the public way use is taking place. Often, the
alderman will refer the application to the community
group in that area for comment, including the SNA.
Each application requires the approval of the City
Council. It first goes to the Committee on Transportation and Public Way and then, if approved, to the
entire City Council where, if the alderman of the ward
in which the property is located supports the application, it is almost always approved. Once approved, the
applicant will need to pay the permit fee and provide
general liability insurance indemnifying the City. Permit fees are based on the nature of the use of the public
way and can range from $50 to $400 per year. Permits
are valid for five years. Using the public way without
proper permits can subject someone to a removal order
and a fine. Also, sandwich board signs are not allowed
on the sidewalk in Chicago. Violation can subject a
business to a fine of $500.
Signs are regulated under Chapter 17-12 of the
Chicago Zoning Ordinance. There are all sorts of rules
as to size, height, lighting, and location of signs and awnings. What is permitted depends largely on the zoning
of the adjacent property. Some signs, such as strobe
light signs, are prohibited. Flashing signs are prohibited
in B1 and B2 zoning districts but may be permitted in
B3 districts. The zoning ordinance can be found at the
city’s website, www.cityofchicago/zoning. Older non-

Sheffield Garden Walk
& Festival
July 21-22, 2012
Meetings begin on redevelopment
of Children’s Hospital site

P

reliminary meetings have begun to discuss
the redevelopment of the Children’s Memorial Hospital site after the hospital relocates
to Streeterville in 2012. 43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith held her first Town Hall meeting on the redevelopment on September 14. The
presentations at the meeting covered materials and
information reported in prior issues of SNN. View the
presentations given at the meeting at http://www.micmh.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Town-HallMeeting-091411-Presentation.pdf.
Developer McCaffery Interests, Inc. also met
with the SNA board at its October meeting. As of
the deadline for this newsletter, McCaffery had yet to
present any plans.

conforming signs predating the ordinance may remain in
place and use unless they present some hazard.
The SNA from time to time reviews Public Way Use
Permit Applications referred to it by the 43rd or 32nd Ward
Aldermen. If the sign is legal and meets the general objective found in the zoning code to “support the desired character of various neighborhoods and zoning districts and
promote an attractive visual environment,” the SNA will
ordinarily have no objection to a proposed sign or awning.
Occasionally, the SNA will have some suggestions for the
business owner as to how to make a sign more attractive
and in character with the neighborhood. The SNA does
not attempt to influence the message of signs.
Signage and awnings within the Armitage Halsted
Landmark District (AHLD) are subject to additional review by the Chicago Commission on Landmarks. When
a permit application is received by the BACP or the DOB,
they check to see if the property is located within a Chicago Landmark District such as the AHLD. If it is, they
refer it to the Historic Preservation Division of the Department of Housing and Economic Development (Landmarks) for review. There signage and awning applications
are reviewed by the Landmarks staff, which discusses it
and may suggest changes. Applications are submitted
for ultimate approval to the Permit Review Committee
of the Commission on Chicago Landmarks. Landmarks
customarily contacts the local alderman and community
representatives, as well.
In the case of AHLD, the Armitage Halsted Landmark
District Community Advisory Committee (AHLDCAC)
receives applications for community review. The committee members originally designated by the former 43rd
Ward Alderman consist of this author as chairman along
with representatives from RANCH Triangle Association,
Diane Levin, and the Lincoln Central Association, Deirdre Graziano, in which portions of AHLD are located.
Two property owners in the district, Frank Bianco on
Armitage and Tim Glascott on Halsted, are also members.
Originally two business owner/tenants were members,
but their businesses have both left the area and no replacements have been selected. We provide input to the
Alderman and to Landmarks as to the proposed signage.
Landmarks has established certain guidelines for
signs within the district and the AHLD also has developed
guidelines. A sign’s location, size, material, and means of
illumination are of concern when considering the historic
character of the district. Storefronts often were designed
to have a sign on the horizontal band above the storefront
windows and printing on the windows, so these are preferred. Signs can also be mounted parallel to the plane of
the storefront. Blade signs of traditional materials such as
wood or metal are preferred. If there is lighting, external
lighting such as gooseneck lamps is preferred over plastic
light boxes. Some internally lit signs such as those for Ja
Grill and Laudi Vidni on Armitage have been approved,
however. Neon tubes and exposed bulbs may be considered on a case-by-case basis. Applicants are reminded
that Armitage and Halsted are primarily walking streets
and that the signs that may be in use along highways and
in shopping centers are not appropriate here. Examples
of signage that has been reviewed and approved are Title
Nine, Tabula Tua, Laudi Vidni, Ja’ Grill, Rugby, Argo Tea,
and Chase on Armitage, along with Dark Cloud Coffee
and Lululemon Athletica on Halsted. Often, AHLDCAC
members discuss signage issues with business owners before they submit their plans to give them an idea of what
type of signage is preferred.
The new large lighted sign for Jam n Honey on Sheffield and Webster, not in the AHLD, has received some
notoriety lately. This sign was not reviewed or approved
by the SNA. The sign has a flashing element that the
owners are not using. Flashing signs are not allowed in
the B1 district where the restaurant is located. There is
some question as to whether the proper permits were obtained for this sign and whether it comports with the size
restrictions of the zoning code. The latest word from 43rd
Ward Alderman Smith’s office is that this sign is scheduled to be the subject of an administrative hearing by the
Department of Buildings. The date of this hearing is not
yet known. The SNA anticipates that the Alderman’s office will let us know when and where the hearing will be
held, and the SNA will let its membership know by email
when it will occur. By the way, the band that performed
Signs in 1970 was the “Five Man Electrical Band.”
Ted Wrobleski is SNA First Vice President and chairs SNA’s
Planning Committee.
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ZONING FROM A TO Z

Review and Approval Procedures (Chapter 17-3) — Part I
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

A

dministrative Adjustments
After a more than year-long hiatus, this
article resumes the series designed to
educate the community about the basics
of the new zoning code adopted in late 2004.
Thus far, the series has produced 12 articles: the
first five installments focused on residential districts, the next four focused on business and commercial districts, and the most recent three articles
focused on manufacturing districts. These articles
primarily reviewed substantive provisions of the
code. Before addressing additional substantive
provisions, the series turns to the subject of relief
from these provisions.
A common form of relief request is termed an
Administrative Adjustment. Under the prior version of the code, this type of relief was termed an
Exception.
Purpose
The Administrative Adjustment process provides a
streamlined approval procedure for minor modifications of selected zoning standards. The procedure:
• allows for development more in keeping with
the established character of the neighborhood,
as opposed to development that is in strict
compliance with zoning standards;
• provides flexibility that will help promote
rehabilitation and reuse of existing buildings
when such flexibility will not adversely affect
nearby properties or neighborhood character;
and
• provides limited flexibility for new construction when necessary to address unusual
development conditions when such flexibility
will not adversely affect nearby properties or
neighborhood character.
Types
More than 30 types of Administrative Adjustments
can be approved by the Zoning Administrator of
the Department of Zoning and Land Use Planning.
They include approval of below-grade terraces
(also known as patio pits), reductions in setbacks
in landmark districts, increase in heights of decks
and patios, reduction of rear yard open space,
reduction of spacing between townhouses, reduction in required size of ground floor commercial
space, parking space reduction for buildings more
than 50 years old, and reductions in the number
of bicycle spaces required. Examples of adjust-

ments often requested in the Sheffield neighborhood
include:
1. Yard Setback: The Zoning Administrator can
permit the reduction of up to 50% of the depth
of any setback (front, rear, or side) when the reduction would match the predominate [sic] yard
depth of existing buildings on the block.
2. Upper-story Addition: The Zoning Administrator
can permit an upper-story building addition that
follows the existing setback of the exterior wall
directly beneath the proposed addition.
3. Building Height: The Zoning Administrator can
permit an increase of up to 10% in the height of
a new building.
4. Breezeway: The Zoning Administrator can permit an enclosed or partially enclosed walkway
connecting garage space to the principal building to encroach into the required rear setback.
(Note the positions of Sheffield’s Aldermen
regarding breezeways below, however.)
Approval
Certain Administrative Adjustments may be approved by the Zoning Administrator only if the
specific approval criteria associated with the adjustment has been met. For instance, an Administrative
Adjustment to allow a reduction in the number of
bicycle spaces required will be approved only when
the Zoning Administrator determines that the use
will not generate any bicycle traffic or that it would
be impossible to provide bicycle parking at the location.
Other Administrative Adjustments require compliance with General Criteria, in which case the
Zoning Administrator may approve such adjustment
only upon determining that all of the following criteria have been met:
• the requested adjustment is consistent with the
stated purpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance;
• the requested adjustment eliminates an unnecessary inconvenience to the applicant and
will have no appreciable adverse impact on the
health, safety, or general welfare of surrounding
property owners or the general public; and
• any adverse impacts resulting from the adjustment will be mitigated to the maximum extent
feasible.
Most adjustments require compliance with specific criteria as well as the general criteria. For example, the Zoning Administrator may allow required
open space to be located on a deck or patio located
more than 4 feet above ground only when
a. such adjustment will provide open space
that is more functional and usable than
would strict compliance;
b. the minimum applicable open space standard will be met; and
c. the general approval criteria are met.
The Zoning Administrator can deny, approve, or
approve with conditions the application for an Administrative Adjustment. Conditions imposed would
be those necessary to reduce or minimize any
potentially adverse impacts on other property in the
neighborhood, and to carry out the stated purpose
and intent of the Zoning Ordinance.
In interpreting the general criterion that the
adjustment “will have no significant appreciable adverse impact on the health, safety, or general welfare
of surrounding property owners or the general public,” the current Zoning Administrator places significant weight upon the input of immediate neighbors
and the Alderman.
Application Procedure and Notice Requirement
In general, the procedure required to apply for an
Administrative Adjustment is as follows. First, an
application must be filed with the Zoning Administrator. Second, the applicant must provide written
notice to property owners of abutting lots on both
sides of the subject property (obtained from Cook
County tax records) sent via USPS first class. The
current Zoning Administrator requires proof of notification via the green cards generated by certified
mailings, however.
The notice must include:

a.

the common street address of the subject
property;
b.
a description of the nature, scope and purpose of the application or proposal;
c.
the name and address of the applicant;
d.
the date that the applicant intends to file
the application; and
e.
a source for additional information on the
application or proposal.
Although the code only requires notification
of the respective Alderman for one type of adjustment (to permit a front property line along a
private street), the Zoning Administrator always
notifies the Alderman.
Per the zoning code, the Zoning Administrator may not take final action on an application
until at least 10 days after the date that notices
were mailed to abutting property owner. At this
time, though, the Zoning Administrator does not
approve adjustments any sooner than 15 days
after the notification. The Zoning Administrator’s
decision may be appealed to the Zoning Board of
Appeals, a topic that will be covered in a future
installment of this series.
Your Alderman’s Opinion
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack notes
that given the discretion afforded to the neighboring property owners and the Alderman, their
objections to a proposed adjustment typically are
grounds for denial. He encourages owners who
are contacted about an administrative adjustment
application for an adjacent property to contact his
office at 773-248 -1330 or info@ward32.org. In
some instances, the abutting property owners and/
or the Alderman may engage in a dialogue with
the applicant to determine whether modifications
to the proposed plans could result in a plan that is
preferable to all parties.
Notably, after considerable discussion with
neighborhood community organizations in the
32nd Ward, Alderman Waguespack adopted the
policy to object to requests for rear yard reductions to accommodate physical connectors (aka
“breezeways”) between the primary structure and
garage because they negatively affect open space
and access to light and air on neighboring properties. He explains that the character that these
connectors present is the antithesis of the classic
residential design of a rear yard separating the primary structure and garage that still dominates the
development pattern of new construction in the
32nd Ward. Moving from a development pattern
that promotes rear yard open spaces as muchneeded respites from the hard edges of urban
living to one that promotes masonry walls stretching from the front setback to the alley, presenting
neighbors with foreboding concrete rather than
the open space and access to light and air they are
currently accustomed to, would alter the essential
character of the neighborhood for the worse. This
effect is evidenced by the aggressive opposition
the majority of the Ward’s neighborhood community groups have expressed towards these intrusions into the required rear yards.
You can find Alderman Waguespack’s complete statement regarding adjustments on his web
site, http://ward32.org/planning-development/zoning/administrative-adjustment/.
43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith emphasizes that she is extremely interested in development
and the zoning relief requested in connection with
it. In particular, she wants to be more active regarding administrative adjustments because some
can affect more than just the adjacent properties.
While recognizing the need for adjustments
as a means to address minor requests for zoning
relief, Alderman Smith is concerned that in certain circumstances the existing code blurs the line
between major and minor changes. She cites the
code provision that allows the Zoning Administrator to approve “breezeways” as an encroachment
into the rear yard setback as an example. Like Alderman Waguespack, she opposes adjustments to
allow these connectors: they detract from a typical
Continued on page 6
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Update on DePaul University’s activities
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

P

roperty Acquisitions
Recently, DePaul University has purchased a
few properties in the Sheffield neighborhood,
including:
1. 2244 and 2246 N. Seminary; the two
residential buildings immediately to the south of the
surface parking lot at Belden and Seminary.
2. 921-925 W. Belden; 2249 N. Bissell; three
residential buildings on the northeast corner of Belden
and Bissell.
DePaul reported that it made these acquisitions as
opportunities arose for DePaul to expand its borders
or fill in holes, largely as a result of lower housing
prices. DePaul has no plans for these properties yet.
It demolished the three houses at Belden and Bissell
because they had deteriorated significantly; some segments of the terra cotta façade and sections of wrought
iron fencing were salvageable. DePaul then enclosed
the property with a fence and planted bushes in the
parkway.
In response to questions and concerns expressed
by community members on DePaul’s Neighborhood
Advisory Committee (NAC), DePaul agreed to keep the
community updated on any plans and work with the
neighborhood to develop uses appropriate to the sites
and structures that are well-integrated into the neighborhood.
DePaul hesitates to use the properties for temporary purposes such as a community garden because of
the potential opposition it would face when it came
time to develop the properties; further, certain temporary uses, such as a park, would require additional
policing.
Proposed Closure of Kenmore (between Fullerton and
Belden)
This proposal to close the street and create a green
area was referenced as a possibility in DePaul’s
most recent Master Plan and the resulting Planned
Development documents and discussed in community

meetings regarding the Master Plan. NAC community
representatives advised DePaul that some neighbors
oppose the proposed closure, in part because it is a block
used by neighbors to avoid other, more heavily trafficked
streets.
Further, closing the street will result in the loss of
48 on-street parking spaces, which will necessitate
incentives to steer those parkers into the Clifton garage
and not to other on-street spaces.
DePaul has had some discussions with 32nd Ward
Alderman Waguespack about the proposal; however,
it will commission another traffic study of the effects of
a closure once the Academic Building at Kenmore and
Belden is open. DePaul committed to re-engaging the
community on this matter.
Ongoing Projects
Library. Phase I of this four-phase, $10 million project to
update the library by removing stacks while adding more
media terminals and areas for quiet or small group study
was completed this past summer. All the work on this
project is internal.
Art Museum. The new Art Museum at 935 W. Fullerton has opened.
Academic Building (Kenmore and Belden). Construction is nearly completed, including the interior. Faculty
will move in after Thanksgiving, and the building will
open for classes on January 3. Community representatives
of the NAC asked about the pergola in front of the building, which was not depicted in Master Plan documents
and is not included on the rendering attached to the fence
around the project. DePaul will look into the matter.
Theatre School Building (Racine and Fullerton). Construction remains on schedule with completion anticipated in late spring or early summer 2013.
Music Building (Halsted). Construction is scheduled
to begin in 2014, with opening anticipated in 2016.
Sheffield/Fullerton Parcel. As indicated in the
Planned Development that arose out of the Master Plan,
DePaul has no immediate plans for this property. At this
time, DePaul expects the recently renovated Welcome
Center on the parcel to remain for ten years.

Student Life
Men’s Basketball Games on Campus. DePaul has
scheduled three of its men’s basketball games at the
McGrath-Phillips Arena (Sheffield and Belden) for
November 5, 11, and 14.
Enrollment. DePaul’s enrollment increased by 325
students this year; however, the majority of those new
students are at the downtown campus.
Behavior. DePaul continues to work with area
liquor license owners (including bars, package liquor
stores, and grocery stores) regarding underage drinking.
To that end, DePaul representatives also regularly
attend the monthly Hospitality CAPS meetings.
Representatives remind license holders that DePaul’s
student ID card does not contain a birth date; it advises
them to accept only state IDs, military IDs, or passports
because of the increase in use of fake international ID
cards.
In addition, DePaul met with local bar owners
regarding Halloween and scheduled alternative events
for that evening.
1237 W. Fullerton. This year, 531 of the 560 beds
are occupied. DePaul is monitoring the building to
ensure that management appropriately cares for DePaul
students living there. Recall that DePaul does not own
the building, but as its traditional housing fills up,
DePaul advises students and their parents about this
housing option.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.
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Stay informed with the click of a mouse

Sheffield neighbors can easily keep abreast of the latest neighborhood developments and events by
visiting a few websites or submitting an email address to the distribution lists maintained by local
institutions and organizations.
Websites:
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
www.sheffieldgardenwalk.com
www.lincolnparkconnect.com (project of the Lincoln Park Community-Wide Forum and Children’s
Memorial Hospital; connects Lincoln Park community services through a social and community service
website; lists cultural institutions, government offices, community organizations, schools, and religious
institutions; maintains community calendar of events)
www.depaul.edu/community (contains construction updates, describes DePaul resources open to the
community, identifies DePaul community committees, and provides information about the Lincoln Park
Community Research Initiative)
www.depaul.edu/events (includes theater, music, lectures, and sporting events)
www.explorechicago.org (information about city departments, city services, licenses, special events,
zoning, press releases, and more as well as information for residents and tourists about things to do,
where to eat, sleep and shop, and facts about Chicago, travel, and neighborhoods)
www.ward43.org (office location, hours, and contact information; more coming soon)
www.ward32.org (information about the 32nd Ward, Alderman Waguespack’s position on issues, street
cleaning, news, and events)
www.lincolnparkchamber.com (contains maps, demographic information, residents’ guide, tourist
information, and events)
www.lincolnparkshopping.com, www.armitageshopping.com (Armitage Halsted Webster Merchants list
shops and hours, events, and directions)
www.quigley.house.gov (provides information about services, legislation, and events from US
Congressman Mike Quigley)
www.senatorcullerton.com (lists current and past legislation sponsored by State Senate President John
Cullerton, community events, and links to other resources)
www.chicago.everyblock.com/locations/neighborhoods/sheffield-neighbors/
(EveryBlock includes daily information about crime, business applications and licenses, liquor licenses,
business reviews, lost and found postings, real estate listings and transactions, building permits, filming,
restaurant inspections, and street closures. Information can be extracted by street, ward, neighborhood,
or zip code. You also can post messages to your neighbors.)
www.transitchicago.com (CTA information)
www.cityofchicago.org/landmarks (includes list of permit approvals from the Commission on Chicago
Landmarks)
www.bicyclingambassadors.org (City’s bike-safety and public-awareness outreach team; learn about
their events or check out one of the many handouts on bike safety available in several languages)
www.chicagobikes.org (City of Chicago’s Department of Transportation Bicycling Program, including the
Bike 2015 plan; request or view a bike map or request a new bike rack through the site)
Email Distribution Lists:
SNA: Association members receive notices regarding community events, safety alerts, neighborhood
meetings, and volunteer opportunities. If you are a member but have yet to provide your email address,
please send it directly to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com. If you are not officially
a member, please consider becoming one to take advantage of the notices. Membership forms are
available in this newsletter, online at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org, or by request via email.
18th District Community Policing Email Alerts: Sign up to receive email alerts directly from Sergeant
Schumann from the 18th District Community Policing office by sending an email request to Cynthia.
Schumann@chicagopolice.org. She sends alerts about area crime activity here in Sheffield and in other
parts of the 18th District. In addition, she sends photographs of persons who have been arrested and
charged for offenses committed within the district, as well as information about upcoming events, for
example, a School Supply Drive or a tour of the 911 center.
32nd Ward News
Alderman Scott Waguespack and the 32nd Ward office offer a service that provides news via email. To
subscribe, visit www.ward32.org and sign up under Stay Connected at the bottom of the page or under
Subscribe to Newsletter at the top right of the page.
43rd Ward News
Alderman Michele Smith and the 43rd Ward office offer a service that provides news via email. To
subscribe, visit www.ward43.org and sign up in the box at the top right-hand side of the page.
www.lincolnparkconnect.com
To receive monthly updates on events and featured organizations, click on “Receive monthly update” on
the lower left-hand side of the site’s home page.
www.chicago.everyblock.com/locations/neighborhoods/sheffield-neighbors/
Sign up for email updates for any category in the upper-right hand corner of the page.
City of Chicago Special Events: To receive updates about city events, visit www.explorechicago.org
and click on “Sign Up for E-News” on the right side of the home page. You can sign up for e-news from
the Chicago Office of Tourism and Culture, the Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events, the
Cultural Center, and the Chicago Park District; you also can download International Newsletters from the
Mayor’s Press Office.
Emergency Notification by the OEMC
The City of Chicago OEMC (Office of Emergency Management and Communications) has a service
that will send recorded telephone messages, text messages, and/or email alerts for various emergency
and non-emergency situations taking place throughout Chicago. Register to receive information on
everything from weather-related emergencies to traffic alerts. (Note that signing up is free, although you
may be charged by your mobile service provider for incoming calls, messages, and data.) Access www.
alertchicago.org and click on “Notify Chicago.”
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Zoning

Continued from page 4

Lincoln Park home’s rear yard space and create a
single structure stretching from the front setback
to the edge of the rear lot line; and, in addition to
undermining the character of the neighborhood,
they deleteriously impact the adjacent homeowners.
When the Alderman becomes aware of a need
to be more involved with an administrative adjustment request, she asks the applicant to bring
in letters of support from the adjacent property
owners. She wants to know that the applicant has
reached out and had a discussion about the project with those most affected by it.
At that point, her office often contacts the
owners to obtain their feedback, as well. In most
cases, adjustment requests are minor, so her office
does not request input from the respective community association.
When a request is questionable, Alderman
Smith will engage the applicant, the developer, the
adjacent owners, and/or the respective community
organization for input on the requested relief. If
she deems the requested adjustment is detrimental
to the adjacent owners and inconsistent with the
character of the neighborhood, she may object in
writing to the proposed adjustment.
Consistent with her approach to become more
active with respect to adjustments, Alderman
Smith urges individual owners as well as community organizations to provide input on requests
for administrative adjustments. Contact Matt Rich,
her Director of Zoning and Urban Development,
at 773-348-9500 or matt@ward43.org.
How SNA Can Help
Typically, if the request is for a minor change, SNA
leaves the matter to the adjacent property owners and does not adopt a position. SNA generally
objects to administrative adjustment requests to
allow connectors or “breezeways”; nevertheless,
it has considered the requests on a case-by-case
basis. In one situation, SNA did not object because abutting property owners did not object, the
connector did not impact the adjoining neighbors,
and the plans called for grade-level space in the
remaining yard.
On occasion, neighbors contact SNA with
questions about a notice of an application for an
adjustment. At times, neighbors have asked SNA
to assist them in meeting with an owner or developer to work out some small concern, in which
case the SNA Planning Chair or Committee will
serve as a mediator and apprise the Alderman of
the status of discussions.
Some neighbors have requested that SNA
guide them in an effort to establish construction
protocols via a letter agreement with a builder or
developer.
Of course, if the Alderman requests that SNA
provide an opinion, the Planning Committee reviews the matter and requests input from affected
property owners, after which it makes a recommendation to the SNA board, which then transmits
an opinion to the Alderman’s office.
When You Receive Notice Of An Administrative
Adjustment Application
• Act quickly.
• Use the contact information on the notice to
obtain a copy of the plans and specifics about
the proposed relief request. (Contact your
Alderman or SNA for assistance with this if
necessary.)
• Contact your Alderman with any questions or
concerns about the proposal.
• Contact SNA for assistance or support if needed.
• Write a letter to the Zoning Administrator
and to the Alderman explaining your position.
If you would like to learn about a particular
zoning topic, contact the Association; please be
as specific as possible when describing your topic
or question. Electronic copies of previous installments of this series are available on the SNA
website, www.sheffieldneighborhood.org; select
the “Newsletter” tab on the left, then click for
archived news articles.
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.
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News and notes from around the Sheffield neighborhood
New business applies
for liquor license

T

he Neighborhood Relations Committee of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association hosted a community meeting on October 17 to
discuss the application for an incidental
liquor license and review the proposed Plan
of Operation for a new business, Topics.
Located at 2122 N. Halsted, Topics will be a
one-stop work solution by offering customers an opportunity to rent private and work
meeting space. Full business center operations will be offered, including videoconferencing services. Snacks, sandwiches, coffees, and teas will be available for purchase.
Proposed hours for beer and wine sales are
Monday - Friday 4 pm to 12 am; Saturday,
12 pm - 12 am; Sunday, 12 pm - 8 pm. The
meeting produced no objection to the proposed application.
The SNA Board will review the application and then discuss the Committee’s
recommendation at its November meeting.
The Board will then share its opinion and
Topics’ Plan of Operation with 43rd Ward
Alderman Michelle Smith.

Did
you know . . .
hat DePaul University’s Code of Student Respon-

t

sibility allows the school to exercise jurisdiction
for an offense committed off-campus when the
offense affects DePaul? For example, DePaul
may exercise its jurisdiction over students for offcampus behavior such as excessive noise, littering,
troublesome parties, or vandalism. If you encounter
such behavior, please take the following steps:
• First, call 911; it is imperative that the police
are able to track the incident in their system so that it
can work with DePaul.
• Second, call DePaul’s Office of Public Safety
at 773-325-7777.
• Finally, follow up by calling Fran Casey of
DePaul’s Office of Community, Government and
International Relations at 312-362-8101.
Provide as much information as possible, including the address involved, the names of any students,
and if relevant and available the landlord’s name.
If you are a landlord renting to DePaul students,
consider adding a term to your lease referencing the
Code of Responsibility, such as “Tenants who are
DePaul students shall adhere to DePaul’s Student
Code of Responsibility to the extent that it applies to
students who reside off campus.” DePaul’s Student
Handbook and Code of Responsibility can be found
online at http://sr.depaul.edu/catalog/catalogfiles/
Current/Undergraduate%20Student%20Handbook/
pg50.html.

Data portals
for city and county
place information at
your fingertips

T

he City’s new data portal is data.
cityofchicago.org. The portal links
to a massive amount of information,
including a list of all crime incidents
for the last ten years, towed vehicles, lists
of schools, positions and salaries, TIF
information, lists of Chicago street names,
maps of fire stations, neighborhood health
clinics, building permits, FOIA request logs,
311 requests, open spaces, and even pedway
routes.
The Cook County data portal coming on
line is data.cookcountyil.gov. This portal will
include information on courts; economic
development; finance and administration;
forest preserves, parks, and recreation; GIS/
maps; and public safety.

Rain barrels
available for purchase
from four locations
city-wide

B

oth 32nd Ward Alderman
Waguespack and 43rd Ward
Alderman Smith urge residents to
purchase rain barrels. As part of
the Stormwater Management program, the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
of Greater Chicago offers rain barrels for
purchase to all residents within Cook County.
Barrel specifications are as follows:
• 55-gallon capacity
• 21” diameter
• 34” height
• Available in black, blue, terra cotta, or
gray; also may be painted to suit
The barrels cost $51 each and are eligible
for a 50% rebate from the City of Chicago’s
Sustainable Backyard Program if purchased
before December 31, 2011. Residents may
purchase barrels at www.mwrd.org and pick
up at one of the four locations or arrange a
bulk purchase and delivery. Please call the
Office of Public Affairs at 312-751-6633 with
any questions.

Green City Market
steps indoors

T

he Green City Market moved
indoors to the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum just
north of Fullerton at 2430 N.
Cannon Drive on November 5. The
Market will be open from 8 am to 1
pm on the following days:
• November: Saturdays 5, 12,
19; Wednesday 23
• December: Saturdays 3, 10, 17;
Wednesday 21
• January through April: Saturday 21 and every Saturday thru
April 28.
In addition, the market will offer a
series of monthly winter workshops,
which take you step-by-step through
the growing season in a hands-on
experience. Each 45-minute workshop will take place one Saturday
per month at The Edible Gardens, the
market’s 5,000-square-foot organic
vegetable garden located in Lincoln
Park Zoo’s Farm-in-the-Zoo, from April
through November. The workshops
are by RSVP only and space is limited.
Send an email to RSVP@greencitymarket.org to reserve your spot.
Market parking is available on
Cannon Drive or in the lot across
from the Nature Museum. The following CTA bus routes also serve the
indoor Market: the Northbound 151
Sheridan to the Southeast corner of
Fullerton Parkway and Stockton Drive,
the 156 La Salle to the Southeast corner of Fullerton Parkway and Stockton
Drive (weekdays only), and the 76
Diversey, which stops in front of the
Museum during Museum hours. The
closest train stop is the Fullerton Red/
Brown/Purple line stop (walk east on
Fullerton to Cannon Drive).
For more information, contact the
Green City Market at 773-880-1266
or admin@chicagogreencitymarket.
org, or visit www.chicagogreencitymarket.org.
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Community safety update
BY JUDITH LAUTH CASEY

C

rime reminders, bulletins
Keep at hand the Burglary
Worksheet printed on this page as a
reminder to record critical data when
you observe, or are the victim of, an incident
that needs to be reported to the police.
SNA urges you to sign up for the crime
bulletins provided by the Chicago Police
Department’s Sergeant Schumann. The
bulletins advise the community of area
incidents and/or criminals that are operating
in this neighborhood. Sign up by sending
a request via email to Cynthia.Schumann@
chicagopolice.org. If you have any questions
regarding the latest crime bulletins, call the
18th District Community Policing Office at
312-742-5778.
Crime Track
For some time now, SNA has tracked major incidences of crime to keep neighbors informed.
Your vigilance has helped police to keep this
area’s crime incidence down. Please help
maintain this trend by getting involved with
the CAPS meetings and calling 911.

Initially, SNA has been tracking non-domestic crimes to persons that occur on the streets,
sidewalks, and alleys, as well as in residential
garages, parking lots, and parks. The statistics
will be somewhat dated in that they are based
upon what is available from the Chicago Police
Department’s CLEARpath website on the date
that material must be submitted for publication.
Thus, for this issue, the project tracked crimes
from August 20 through October 28, 2011. This
is not every incident but gives a good representation of the activity in Sheffield.
DAY/TIME		
August 23/6:30 PM
August 29/8:43 PM
Sept 21/3:28 PM
Sept 24/11:30 PM
Oct 2/11:55 PM
Oct 6/7:15 PM

BLOCK		
2300 N. Clybourn
2300 N. Bosworth
800 W. Fullerton
1100 W. Fullerton
800 W. Fullerton
800 W. Fullerton

LOCATION
Sidewalk
Street
Street
Sidewalk
Sidewalk
Street

CRIME TYPE
Simple Assault
Simple Assault
Simple Battery/Aggravated
Simple Battery
Simple Battery
Simple Assault

TOTALS
August 20 - October 28 = 1 incident per 11.67
days
June 16 - August 19 = 1 incident per 9.14 days
May 7 - June 15 = 1 incident per 6.5 days
February 19 - May 6 = 1 incident per 5.92 days
December 17 - February 18 = 1 incident per
9.14 days
September 11 - December 16 = 1 incident per
5.11 days.

To track other crime incidents yourself, use the Chicago Police Department’s
CLEARpath website, www.chicagopolice.
org. The site links directly to CLEARmap,
which offers a comprehensive look at crime
incidents in Chicago via either a map or a
graph. To access this crime data, select Online Services, and then click on CLEARmap.
Or go directly to the link at http://gis.chicagopolice.org/.
A map appears; click on the Crime
Incidents icon on the left. Select date
parameters (available in two-week intervals),
then select to search by beat, and finally
choose beat 1811* or 1812*. Other options
include selecting a particular type of crime and
filtering by time and location. Then click GO.
A map will appear that includes icons
denoting crime types. For example, a mask
denotes a robbery, while a bottle denotes a
liquor license violation. Definitions of the
crime types can be accessed by clicking on
“Details” to the right of “Crime Types.”
Another useful option is to search by
address rather than by the beat; distance
options are 1/8, 1/4, and 1/2 miles.
For other ways to use the CLEARpath
website, see the Community Safety Update
in the March/April 2009 issue of this newsletter, available online at www.sheffieldneighborhoodassociation.org by selecting the
Newsletters tab on the left and then clicking
on “here” in “Click here for archived news
articles.”
Upcoming Dates to Remember
CAPS Meetings:
The Chicago Police Department monthly
CAPS meetings are helpful in understanding
the policing efforts in our district (the 18th).
The police prepare charts and maps that identify all crimes committed in the last month
and discuss their efforts to arrest the perpetrators.
They also bring the incident reports for reference if a member of the community wants
further details of a crime. In addition, the
police engage guest speakers from the various
departments to discuss their roles in the prevention of crime and offer suggestions on how
the community can help. The police have
available a number of pamphlets pointing out
ways to protect yourself and the community,
as well.
Attending a CAPS meeting is the best way
to communicate your concerns to the officers
who patrol your community. SNA members
attend the meetings but need your support.
SNA strongly urges members of the community to take an active interest in the CAPS
program to show community support for the
police.
*Beats 1811 and 1813 (1811 - North Ave
north to Fullerton, Sheffield west to the Chicago River) and (1813 - North Ave north to
Armitage, Sedgwick west to Sheffield):
November 9 at 7 pm, January 11 at 7 pm
St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland
*Beats 1812/1814 (1812-Armitage Ave
north to Fullerton, Sedgwick then Clark west
to Sheffield) and (1814 - North Ave north to
Fullerton, Lake Michigan to Sedgwick) :
November 10 at 7 pm, January 12 at 7 pm
Old Town Triangle, 1765 North Park
Judith Lauth Casey is SNA Second Vice President.
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SHEFFIELD’S BUSINESSES

Sheffield hosts the sounds of music and much more
BY DANIELLE DEUTSCH

O

n my search for a general music theme in
the Sheffield neighborhood, I bumped into
two not-so-small gems. In this article, I will
introduce you to The Old Town School of
Folk Music and DePaul University’s Community Music
Division and their unique offerings to our community.
My journey begins with the Old Town School of
Folk Music. One of the most convenient locations to
the Sheffield neighborhood is the space located at 909
W. Armitage. (Please note there are several other locations throughout the city and suburbs.) Students at Old
Town of Folk Music can explore a multi-function use of
music. Children as young as newborns as well as older
adults can explore music through instruments, dance,
and movement, Yoga, art classes, concerts, camps,

SNA Business Members

Please shop locally and support the following SNA
business members:		

2 point perspective, inc.		
2120 N. Bissell
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack 2657 N. Clybourn
43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith
735 W. Wrightwood
A Finkl & Sons			
2011 N. Southport
AHWA c/o 1154 Lill Studio*		
904 W. Armitage
All She Wrote			
825 W. Armitage
Armitage Racine Currency Exchange
1166 W. Armitage
Paula Arnett of Baird & Warner		
737 N. Michigan
Baker Construction Group		
2222 N. Elston #201
Bauhs Creative Group		
904 W. Webster
Beaumont Bar & Grill		
2020 N. Halsted
Carol Wolk Interiors			
2000 N. Clifton
Chicago Beverage Systems		
Children’s Memorial Hospital		
2300 Children’s Plaza
Christy Webber Landscapes		
2900 W. Ferdinand
City Suites			
933 W. Belmont
Cotelac				
1159 W. Webster
Dee’s Restaurant			
1114 W. Armitage
Dentistry for Children and Families
1721 N. Halsted
DePaul Library			
2350 N. Kenmore
DePaul University			
1 E. Jackson
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop		
2070 N. Clybourn
Douglas Vacuum & Allergy Relief
2053 N. Clybourn
Dr. Lori Portnoy 			
954 W. Armitage
Erica Fishman Smith, ASID		
1158 W. Dickens
Faith & Whiskey			
1365 W. Fullerton
Family Pet Animal Hospital		
1401 W. Webster
Fifth Third Bank			
145 W. North
Floriole Bakery			
1220 W. Webster
General Iron Industries, Inc.		
1909 N. Clifton
Glascott & Associates		
2156 N. Halsted
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.		
2052 N. Seminary
Grand Street Gardens		
2200 W. Grand
Greater Little Rock Church		
834 W. Armitage
Headley School Condo Assn		
2107 N. Magnolia
Hellman Frame Shop		
2152 N. Bissell
Home Depot			
2665 N. Halsted
ICM Properties			
1438 W. Belmont
K. Paige Salon			
956 W. Webster
Kelly’s Pub			
949 W. Webster
Kincade’s				
950 W. Armitage
Lakeshore Sport and Fitness		
1320 W. Fullerton
Laudi Vidni			
1007 W. Armitage
Licia Leslie, LLC			
2330 N. Wayne
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
1925 N. Clybourn
Little Sisters of the Poor		
2325 N. Lakewood
Lori’s Designer Shoes		
824 W. Armitage
Majestic Hotel			
528 W. Brompton
Mario’s Place Barber Shop		
2347 N. Southport
McGee’s Tavern & Grille		
950 W. Webster
Milito Car Wash			
1106 W. Fullerton
Milito Mobil			
1106 W. Fullerton
My Corner Playroom			
2121 N. Clybourn
Nancy Krause Floral Design		
1101 W. Webster
Nookies Too, Inc.			
2114 N. Halsted
OSP: Original Smith Printing		
PNC Bank				
1640 W. Fullerton
Rinehart Design Group		
1236 W. Webster
Robinson’s #1 Ribs			
655 W. Armitage
Millie Rosenbloom of Baird & Warner
2762 N. Lincoln
Sai Café, Inc.			
2010 N. Sheffield
Sal’s Deli				
1013 W. Webster
Serpe Insurance			
2538 N. Lincoln
Sir Speedy				
1711 N. Clybourn
Spex				
2136 N. Halsted
St. James Lutheran Church & School
2101 N. Fremont
St. Josaphat Church			
2311 N. Southport
St. Vincent de Paul Center		
2145 N. Halsted
St. Vincent’s Church			
1010 W. Webster
State Restaurant & Café		
935 W. Webster
Tarantino’s			
1112 W. Armitage
The Local Option			
1102 W. Webster
The Poison Cup			
1128 W. Armitage
Treasure Island			
2121 N. Clybourn
Vrai Amour LLC			
953 W. Webster
Webster’s Wine Bar			
1480 W. Webster
West End Dental			
1166 W. Armitage
Willows Hotel			
555 W. Surf
Zig Zag Kitchen			
2436 N. Lincoln
*Armitage Halsted Webster Association of merchants.

Business
bits
he following business is new to the Sheffield

T

neighborhood:
Johnny Rockets
This retro eatery has recently opened up on
Armitage, offering burgers, malts, and shakes in a nostalgic setting. The company’s ethos is to offer “food, fun
and friendliness reminiscent of feel-good Americana.”
924 W. Armitage, 773-248-2525
Hours: Sundays to Thursdays 11 am-11 pm,
Fridays to Saturdays 11 am-midnight
www.johnnyrockets.com
--Fiona Royer is a member of the SNA Communications
Committee.
and even field trips. Old Town has highly experienced
instructors who can easily teach the individual with no
experience or the advanced musician. One of my favorite
offerings from Old Town is private instrument lessons. You
can learn to play the more well-known instruments such
as piano, guitar, and violin, or bring out your creative side
and start soloing on the ukelele, mandolin, or your new
voice. Have limited time and want a quick tune-up? Then
stop in for a short workshop or creative socials such as a
six-string social. Finally, do you need to repair or purchase an instrument? A full-service one-stop shop awaits
the curious. For more information, you can log onto the
website: www.oldtownschool.org, or call the Armitage
location: 773-728-6000.
Continuing my journey in the neighborhood and in
the heart of Lincoln Park is DePaul University’s own Community Music Division Program. In addition to college
students with a particular study in music, the Community
Music Division has been an open community music program for newborns to seniors with any experience level.
For over 20 years, the Music Division’s highly skilled
instructors have easily accommodated general group and
private music classes in a myriad of spaces in several
locations throughout the Chicagoland area. The Music
Division class schedule mimics DePaul University’s quarter semester schedule. An individual can choose jazz

(piano, guitar, saxophone, etc.) or traditional instruction (tuba, trumpet, theory, etc.) lesson with 30-, 45-, or
60-minute increments. You will need to have your own
instrument for your lesson.
In addition to group and private instruction, the
Music Division Program offers many different types
of music programs to the musically inclined. These
include, but are not limited to Kindermusik, ensembles,
musical theatre workshops, children’s choirs, adult
chorus, and Suzuki (a unique and specialized way of
learning taught through auditory and imitating learning)
and many, many more music classes.
To learn more or to register for classes, visit the
website or call the Community Music Division School:
DePaul University Community Music Division, 804 W.
Belden, 773-325-7262, http://music.depaul.edu/cmd/.
Danielle Deutsch is a member of the SNA Communications Committee.

SNA to consider
2011 donation requests

D

uring the annual budgeting process, a subcommittee of SNA’s Budget Committee will evaluate the donation requests that the Association
received throughout the year. To be eligible for a
donation, the applicant must be a not-for-profit group that
meets at least one of the following criteria:
1. It offers programs that provide a needed or useful
service to residents of the Sheffield neighborhood.
2. It is located in or near the Sheffield neighborhood
and has a history of being a good neighbor.
3. It offers programs or services that the board of the
SNA believes contribute substantially to the betterment of the larger community or meet a specific need
targeted by the board.
In addition, requests must be in writing, offer some
background about the applicant, explain how the request
fits the criteria, and describe how and when the applicant
will use the funds. These are neighborhood funds: help the
board determine how best to support your neighborhood.
Donation request forms are available by calling the
Association at 773-929-9255 or sending an email request
to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

Attention,
Sheffield neighbors!
o you enjoy receiving the Sheffield Neighborhood News? Do you enjoy seeing the planters on corners of

D

our commercial streets? Do you enjoy the neighborhood events? Do you know that the Sheffield Neighborhood Association works with the Aldermen’s offices and city departments to help provide guidance on
neighborhood needs? Do you know that SNA is a volunteer group of residents and businesses that work
together to improve the conditions of life, work, recreation, health, and safety of our neighborhood? Would you
like to receive e-mail notices about neighborhood issues and events?
Please support SNA by becoming a member! Just because you receive the Sheffield Neighborhood News does not
mean you are an SNA member. Read this issue of SNN to see all that SNA does for you!
For your convenience, you can pay the small fee by check or credit card and renew for a one- or three-year period.
SNA welcomes the following new members: Susan Arra, Michelle and Peter Bergren, David Unger and Rebecca Soldwisch, Nancy Krause Floral Design & Garden Antiques at 1101 W. Webster, Webster Pilates & Wellness
Collective at 1141 W. Webster, and Zig Zag Kitchen at 2436 N. Lincoln.
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join. Membership dues are: Family $20 1-year or $50 3-years;
Individual $15 1-year or $35 3-years; Senior $5 1-year or $10 3-years; Business $25 1-year or $60 3-years. Please
complete the form below and mail it with your check to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you are a member but have not received your membership window decal and would
like to display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

How can I....

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?
		

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
			
One Year
Three Years			
One Year
Family membership
$20
$50		
Senior membership $5 		
Individual membership $15
$35		
Business membership $25		

Three Years
$10
$60

Credit Card __MasterCard __Visa __Discover Card
Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number					
Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:						
E-mail:
Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614
or fax to: 312-592-7565 if using credit card.
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Reduce, reuse, recycle...new REsources!
BY LISA AND RON ELKINS

Y

ou’ve probably heard that it can take up to
1,000 years for a plastic bag to degrade, but
did you know that an estimated 1 million
plastic bags are used every minute worldwide
(UN 2009)? And have you considered paper? Tissues
and paper towels alone contributed nearly 3.5 million
tons to U.S. landfills in 2008 (EPA 2008).
We waste more than we realize. So what do we do
about it? We reduce. We reuse. We recycle. And with
the advantages of today’s Internet, it’s easier than ever
to do so. Here are three new ways to save money and
our environment at the same time.
Visit www.reuseit.com, an online company dedicated to making available reusable goods for every
part of life. Think beyond the shopping bags that we all
have to stylish, reusable lunch bags, produce bags, and
even Ziploc replacements. At reuseit.com, you can find
other great stuff too, such as water containers, office
equipment, outdoor supplies, and more. These goods
are one-time purchases that will save you money in the
long run and the environment even further down the
road. (We got connected with this great team while
working on the design for its office space, so we can
vouch for its “greenness” on many levels!)
Another great resource is www.catalogchoice.org,
which works to reduce paper waste by eliminating all
the excess catalogs you find in your mailbox. It’s easy,
and free! You just tell them which catalogs you wish to
no longer receive, and they take care of the rest. This
keeps you from having to throw away so many catalogs
that you never wanted in the first place!
Furthermore, it’s likely that 80% of the items in
your home are used less than once a month (Botsman and Rogers 2010). The solution? Check out www.
ohsowe.com. Remember the good old days when you
could turn to a neighbor for a cup of sugar? The creators of OhSoWe take that notion a step further. It’s
simple: sharing. Using their website, you can interact
amongst neighbors to borrow and share items, rather
than purchasing them. So, instead of buying a leaf

blower this fall (or chop saw, ladder, or extension cord),
see if a neighbor has one to share. It saves you money
and storage space, reduces your carbon footprint, and
gives you an excuse to connect with neighbors!
Shockingly, the average American will create 1,600
lbs. of garbage this year (EPA). By reducing the amount of
“stuff” entering our homes, reusing items when possible,
and recycling goods by borrowing instead of purchasing, we can lower that number. Ultimately, by refusing to
waste, you can take a sure-footed step in the right direction. So, go ahead. Do it for your wallet. Do it for our
environment.
Note: Thank you to everyone who responded to last
issue’s weather-sealing initiative. In an unprecedented
(and unfortunate) decision, the program was not extended
as the administrators had expected. If the ruling changes,
or if new initiatives become available, we will keep you
updated.
Lisa Elkins is an SNA Board member and along with Ron
Elkins, owner of 2 Point Perspective, an architectural firm.

Do you know
a great
teacher?
ominate him or her for special recognition!

N

The Sheffield Neighborhood Association is
looking for candidates for our annual Educator of the Year Award for teachers in grades
K-12. The awards will be presented at the 2012 Sheffield Neighborhood Association Annual Meeting and
include a monetary stipend.
Submit a nomination by December 15, 2011, to
your school office or email SNA at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.
Please include the name of the school, the grade
taught, specific information about what makes this
teacher exceptional, and the impact he or she has on
students. One teacher is typically selected from each
of our grammar schools, Oscar Mayer, St. James, and
St. Josaphat, as well as Lincoln Park High School.

Sheffield neighborhood foreclosures and short sales
BY PAULA ARNETT

T

he Sheffield neighborhood is fortunate again
not to experience many foreclosures or short
sales; nevertheless, the number has increased
in 2011, as shown on the accompanying chart.

Latest FYIs
Three adjoining properties at the corner of Bissell and
Belden were purchased by DePaul University on June 23,
2011, for $1,900,000. A vacant lot in the 2100 block
of Racine that sold for $685,000 on July 20, 2011 has
new construction of three condos priced at $799,900,
$499,900, and $619,900. A vacant lot at 1310-12 W.
Webster that sold for $1,250,000 on May 13, 2011 has
new construction of six condos with three priced at
$875,000, $499,000, and $699,000. The former Mike’s
“cop bar” at 1318 W. Webster was on the market for
$700,000 and closed for $512,500 on October 21, 2011.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair and a Broker with
Baird & Warner specializing in residential real estate sales
for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East, and the Chicago
River on the West.

Sheffield neighborhood** foreclosures and short sales
Type		
Foreclosure
Foreclosure
Foreclosure
Short Sale		
Foreclosure
Foreclosure

Property Location
1000 Armitage
1000 Armitage
1100 Armitage
2100 Bissell
2300 Clybourn
1400 Fullerton

Property Type
Condo		
Condo		
Condo		
Multi Unit		
Mixed Use
2 condos		

Sold Price		
Sold Date		
Previous Price
Previous Date
$325,000		
available		
$410,500		
January 2005
unknown				
$467,000		
July 2003
$198,000		
pending		
$375,000		
November 2005
$455,000		
1/12/11		
$640,000		
April 2004
$520,000		
7/20/11		
unknown		
February 2003
$100,000 		
3/4/2011
$143,100		
4/29/2011		
$399,000		
August 2007
Foreclosure
1500 Fullerton
100x125 lot
$1,899,000
available		
$2,703,000
June 2006
Foreclosure
1600 Fullerton
Condo		
$182,500		
7/14/11		
$351,865		
May 2007
Short Sale		
1600 Fullerton
Condo		
$175,000		
3/21/11		
unknown		
unknown
Foreclosure
1600 Fullerton
Condo		
$165,000		
7/13/11		
unknown		
unknown
Foreclosure
1600 Fullerton
Condo		
$160,000		
5/25/11		
unknown		
unknown
Foreclosure
2200 Greenview
Townhouse
unknown				
$480,000		
June 2007
Foreclosure
2000 Halsted
Commercial
unknown				
unknown		
1999
Foreclosure
2000 Halsted
Commercial
unknown				
unknown		
1999
Foreclosure
2100 Halsted
Commercial
unknown				
unknown		
1990
Foreclosure
2100 Halsted
Commercial
unknown				
unknown		
1990
Short Sale		
2000 Sheffield
3 condos		
$230,000		
1/27/2011
$152,500		
12/17/2010
$192,500		
12/17/2010
$649,000		
October 2007
Short Sale		
2300 Southport
Multi Unit		
$557,000		
6/15/11		
$804,500		
March 2006
Short Sale		
2200 Wayne
Single Family
$1,800,000
pending		
$810,000		
March 2005
Short Sale		
900 Webster
Single Family
$710,000		
9/30/11		
$345,000		
July 1994
Foreclosure
900 Webster
Mixed Use
unknown		
1/10/11		
$1,730,000
December 2006
Short Sale		
1100 Webster
Single Family
$650,000		
8/22/11		
$942,500		
November 2001
**Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago River on the West.		

Alderman Smith
on the
move
lease note that 43 Ward Alderman Michele

P

rd

Smith has moved her office to 2523 N.
Halsted.

