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Come one, come all to SNA’s 2012 Annual Meeting!
BY TED WROBLESKI

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association will
hold its 2012 annual general membership
meeting on Thursday, February 9, 2012, at 7
pm at St. James Lutheran Church, Fremont and
Dickens. The general membership meeting will be preceded at 6 pm by the regular monthly board meeting of
the Sheffield Board of Directors.
A primary function of the meeting is to elect new
officers and directors. Officers are elected for one-year
terms and five directors are elected each year for threeyear terms for a total of 15 directors. This year, the SNA
Nominating Committee has proposed the following
slate of directors and officers:
Officers: Dan Hermann for President; Ted Wrobleski for First Vice-President; Judith Lauth Casey for
Second Vice-President; Randy Royer for Treasurer; Bob
Birkmeyer for Assistant Treasurer; and Bastian Bouma
for Secretary.
Directors: Current directors Laury Lewis, Peter
Burgeson, Patty Hayes, and John D’Antonio, whose
terms are expiring, are renominated for new three-year
terms expiring in 2015. Hilliary Szanto is nominated
to fill the vacancy created by Bob Birkmeyer moving
to the Assistant Treasurer position. Hilliary has been
efficiently overseeing the volunteer corps as a manager
of the Sheffield Garden Walk for several years. In addition, the vacancy created by board member Bas Bouma
moving to Secretary is being filled by Stephanie Linebaugh, who is leaving the Secretary position after many
years of service in that position.
Another regular feature of the Annual Meeting
is a report on the State of Sheffield by president Dan
Herrmann and reports from the chairs of various SNA
committees. The Sheffield Star Awards for 2012 will
also be presented. The Star Award recognizes outstanding service to the community and/or to the SNA.
This year, SNA will present the award to the Friends of
Mayer for all that they are doing to support the Oscar

Save the date for the
2012 SNA Patrons’ Party

B

randy Rinehart will again organize
the SNA Patrons’ Party, which is
scheduled for June 1. This annual
event is hosted at a neighbor’s
home or Sheffield business to raise startup
costs for the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival, which will mark its 44th year on July
21-22. Each attendee for the Patrons’ Party
makes a specified donation and brings an
appetizer, while beverages are provided
through donations from local businesses and
Garden Walk vendors.
If you are interested in hosting this year’s
Patrons’ Party, please contact Brandy Rinehart at brinehart@rinehartdesigngroup.com.
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DePaul University
asks to close Kenmore
—Planning Report
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Mayer School; the managers of the Oz Park/Trebes Park
Little League, who in only a couple of years have created
a great program for our children; and Richard Ashbeck,
who has been a great Garden Walk manager for many
years and is stepping down as Assistant Treasurer. Richard has also been active in St. Josaphat Parish and in
many other community activities. The final Sheffield Star
Award is being given to Charlie Trotter in recognition for
all that he and his world-famous restaurant have done
for the Sheffield community. In addition to his national
and international renown, Charlie has also remained a
“neighborhood guy.”
The 2012 SNA Educator Awards recognizing exceptional teachers at our local schools will also be presented.
The recipients this year are Kristin Cornelius, St. James
Lutheran School; Bronwyn Azzarello, St. Josaphat Catholic School; Maggie Mulcahy, Oscar Mayer School; and
Mary Edna Toohy, Lincoln Park High School.
Refreshments will be served. Only SNA members
may vote in the election, but everyone in the neighborhood is invited. We welcome new members: sign up
for membership at the meeting and SNA will waive your
dues for the first year!
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.

Join SNA
for DePaul B-ball!

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association will again sponsor a Neighbor
Day at the DePaul University Lady
Blue Demons basketball game on
Sunday, February 12, at 1:30 pm. Join us to
watch DePaul play Marquette University.
We will provide complimentary tickets to the game, which you may pick up at
Kelly’s Pub, 949 W. Webster, on game day
beginning at noon, which will also be the
time for our pizza party featuring complimentary pizza and soda.
In addition, you may reserve tickets by
calling SNA at 773-929-9255 or sending an
email to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.

44th Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival
seeks your input at neighborhood meeting
BY LAURY LEWIS AND RICHARD ASHBECK

T

he committee organizing the 44th Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival, July 21-22, will
host a neighborhood meeting on February
13, 2012, in the auditorium at Little Sisters of
the Poor, 2325 N. Lakewood, from 7 pm to 8 pm. Free
parking is available in Little Sisters’ lots on Lakewood or
Belden. The purpose of the meeting is to solicit comments
from neighbors, volunteers, and managers about how to
improve this year’s SGW&F.
The goal of the SGW&F is to showcase our wonderful neighborhood and raise money for neighborhood
schools, parks, and other social service organizations;
our beautification program; the Sheffield Neighborhood
News and SNA website; concerts and movies in Trebes
Park; and other community events. The SGW&F is made
possible because of the collective efforts from over 400
volunteers from our neighborhood. SGW managers start
working in January with the expectation that their efforts
are rewarded with a successful SGW&F in July.
Many factors combine to affect the success of the
SGW&F, including weather, the economy, and competition from other festivals. While we have been successful
in most years, some years are greatly affected by these
factors, especially by the weather. The formula that has
been used over the years for the gardens, kids’ corner,
entertainment, architectural tours, restaurants, and beverages has been modified from time to time, with the goal
of making the event better.
At the meeting we will discuss the results of last
year’s SGW&F. Some of the issues to be discussed are:

Latest update on
our community parks
—Trebes and Clover
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2011 The year
in review

1. Encouraging better gardens to display
2. Increasing attendance
3. Increasing revenues
4. Soliciting more volunteers
5. Kids’ Corner
6. Restaurants
7. Music entertainment
If you are unable to attend and have specific comments, questions, suggestions, or want to get involved,
please e-mail Laury Lewis, SGW&F Co-Chairman, at
lbl1948@yahoo.com
Our neighbors have made a major investment by
choosing to live in Sheffield. Help your neighborhood
by getting involved. This is YOUR neighborhood festival!
Laury Lewis and Richard Ashbeck are co-chairs of the
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.

Yes, it’s time to plan for the 44th
Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival

T

he 2012 Garden Walk is set for July 21-22.
This neighborhood event is the largest festival in Chicago managed by volunteers. Planning already has begun, and those individuals who have been managers are urged to contact
either Co-Chairmen, Laury Lewis at lbl1948@yahoo.
com or Richard Ashbeck at rtashbeck@aol.com, to
confirm their continuing participation. Likewise,
contact Laury or Richard if you are interested in one
of the openings this year for new managers. The first
monthly managers’ meeting will be held February 16
at a location to be determined.
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Saying goodbye
to Children’s
Memorial
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY DAN HERMANN
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PLANNING REPORT

DePaul proposes to close Kenmore
BY TED WROBLESKI

W

ith the completion and opening of the new
Academic Building at Belden and Kenmore,
DePaul University is now interested in
closing Kenmore Avenue between Fullerton and Belden and making it a part of the Lincoln Park
campus. All of the buildings on either side of Kenmore in
this block belong to DePaul. With many of its classes taking place in the new Academic Building, DePaul believes
that the closure of this street will make crossing between
the Levan Center/O’Connell Hall buildings on the west
side of Kenmore and the new Academic Building safer
and more direct for students. The closure of Seminary Avenue between Fullerton and Belden in the 1990s enabled
DePaul to create a quadrangle and give its Lincoln Park
site more of a college campus feel. DePaul now hopes
that the closing of Kenmore will create even a greater
sense of campus for its students, faculty and staff.
To close Kenmore, DePaul will need to have the street
vacated by the city and purchase, or at least obtain an
easement for, this property. DePaul has approached the
Chicago Department of Transportation and 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack about obtaining approval of this
project. The desire of DePaul to close Kenmore was noted
in its 2009-2019 Master Plan, but was not given approval
in the Planned Unit Development that was accepted by
the city. The Sheffield Neighborhood Association and
the other community groups represented on the DePaul
Neighborhood Advisory Committee (NAC) did not agree to
the closure of Kenmore when agreeing to support DePaul’s
Master Plan and the related Community Agreement.
Alderman Waguespack, CDOT, and the DePaul
Neighborhood Advisory Committee have all recommend-

ed that this proposal be studied in order to determine its
potential impact on traffic and parking in the community. In addition, there should be a community meeting
about this proposal once data is collected to determine neighborhood support and/or opposition to the
Kenmore closure. To determine the potential impact,
DePaul will hire professional traffic engineering firm
KLOA to conduct a study. They will study current traffic
and parking patterns in and around Kenmore. They will
then temporarily close Kenmore between Belden and
Fullerton for a period of probably four weeks to determine what changes occur in traffic and parking patterns.
KLOA will study the results and prepare its report, after
which there will be a public meeting. There will also be
a small meeting prior to the test closure to alert immediate neighbors about the closing.
The community representatives on the NAC have
stressed the need for public input. We have also indicated that, before any Kenmore closure is considered,
the planned traffic improvements for Sheffield and Fullerton should be completed by CDOT. There are also
some alternatives to the complete closure of Kenmore,
such as the installation of “traffic tables,” sort of a wider,
lower version of a speed bump, or narrowing the street.
The loading and unloading at the DePaul buildings
along Kenmore, emergency vehicle access, and other
impacts of a closure must be considered. At present it
appears that a public meeting would most likely occur
in May with a decision coming sometime in the summer of 2012. Meanwhile, under the new ward remap
passed by the City Council, Kenmore will no longer be
located in the 32nd Ward but in the 43rd Ward. Consequently, it can be anticipated that Alderman Smith will
also become involved in the review process.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.

St. Josaphat’s 11th Unity Ball

S

t. Josaphat’s Parish will hold its 11th annual
Unity Ball at the Chicago Marriott Downtown
Magnificent Mile on March 3, 2012, from 6
pm to midnight. The event will include a silent
auction, live auction, a raffle, and more. The Lakeview
Pantry will receive the Unity Award.

Halsted

T

he City of Chicago is embarking on a plan to
identify a network of bicycling facilities that
will ensure all Chicagoans, from children
riding to school to senior citizens riding to
the grocery store, feel safe and comfortable riding their
bike on the city’s streets. 32nd Ward Alderman Scott
Waguespack has requested input on how to improve
your bicycling experience, where improvements are
needed, and what would encourage you to bicycle in
Chicago. Below is a list of webinar dates:
Woodson Regional Library - 9525 S. Halsted St.
*Webinar #1 - Friday, February 3, 12-1 pm CST
Reserve Webinar seat now at: http://goo.gl/CGq6M
*Webinar #2 -Monday, February 6, 6-7 pm CST
Reserve Webinar seat now at:http://goo.GL/iLphG
*Webinar space is limited. After registering, you will
receive a confirmation email containing info about the
Webinar.

er

Chicago Streets
for Cycling Plan 2020

Fullerton

Riv

Each year, more than 300 neighbors attend Unity
Ball. To join the fun, purchase your tickets on the
Unity Ball website at unityball.com or by calling St.
Josaphat Rectory at 773-327-8955. The parish also
seeks donations of items or services for the silent auction and invites businesses to advertise in the Unity
Ball Program.

Neighborhood News

go

Silent auction items will include a wide range
of goods, services, restaurant outings, sports
events, signups, and more. During dinner, watch
the entertaining Artbeat Live! artist create masterpiece paintings in minutes on the dance floor.
Guess what is being painted? The paintings will
be auctioned off during the live auction.
The raffle winner will have the opportunity to
select any one of the Live Auction items as their
prize — or $2,500 cash! Golden Raffle tickets
will be available for sale at $100 per ticket beginning in February at the church following masses
and also can be purchased on the website.

Sheffield
ica

DAN HERMANN
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Ch

011 proved to be an interesting year of
activity in the Sheffield neighborhood. As
is the case every year, various activities
occurred involving new retail establishments, new developments, parks, neighborhood
beautification, DePaul University construction,
festivals, and a lot more. But the year ended with
the flurry of activity, news, and communication
around the proposed remapping of the Chicago
ward boundaries. We know that our two respective aldermen from the 43rd and 32nd Wards were
working very hard to ensure that the voices and
views of the residents of Lincoln Park and the
Sheffield neighborhood were heard. It was a great
example of fast communication in a modern world
through targeted community groups such as SNA.
This overall communication resulted in nearly 600
people attending the town hall meeting regarding
how Lincoln Park could be affected by the various
proposed new ward boundaries.
As of this writing, it appears that under the
proposed new ward boundaries a great percentage of the Sheffield neighborhood will be in the
43rd Ward along with the majority of Lincoln Park.
The remainder of Sheffield appears to be in the 2nd
Ward. I am sure there will be more to come on this
topic, and the SNA will continue to provide information to SNA members via email, the newsletter,
and meetings if necessary. If you are a member
but not on the SNA email distribution list, please
submit your email address to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com; if you are not a member, please join by filling out the membership form
in this newsletter so that you can receive timely
updates about meetings and events.
Some highlights from this year have included
the continued commitment to the beatification of
the neighborhood with our planter program; another fun-filled Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival in
spite of the rain and heavy flooding of homes in the
neighborhood followed by intense heat; the work
of the Trebes Park and Clover Playlot Park Councils
that have brought greater attention to the needs
and uses of those two parks; continued monetary
contribution to various charities and schools in
the neighborhood with proceeds from the Garden
Walk; increased communication on key issues and
events to SNA members via email blasts and web
site postings that will only continue to increase
going forward; meaningful interaction with DePaul
University regarding its exciting long-range master plan including the completion of its beautiful
new classroom building at the corner of Kenmore
and Belden and the start of construction of its new
theatre building at Fullerton and Racine; continued
participation in the review of the proposed projects
at the two hospital sites in adjacent neighborhoods
— Children’s Memorial Hospital and Lincoln Park
Hospital; and much more.
As we move into 2011, the SNA continues to
benefit from solid financial health with reserves that
have been built up over the last number of years,
principally from successful Garden Walks. This
now allows SNA the financial flexibility to plan
without worrying about the financial survival of the
SNA. With that in mind, we will be reviewing various aspects of our revenue sources and expenses to
make sure we are being as efficient as possible in
serving the Sheffield neighborhood while sustaining
our healthy financial position.
Remember, we cannot do all that we do at the
SNA without the volunteer board members and
committee members who contribute their time and
effort to the organization. We are always looking for
more people from the neighborhood to participate
at any level – board member, committee member,
Sheffield Garden Walk volunteer, etc. Please reach
out to any of us at SNA to learn how you can participate.
We look forward to another wonderful year in
the Sheffield neighborhood and we look forward to
working with as many of you as possible to continue to improve the neighborhood for everyone.

Sheffield Neighborhood News

Armitage

Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
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Update: Our community parks
Photo for SNN by Tom Lawson

BY TOM LAWSON

F

all cleanup and winter preparation of the Trebes
Park community flower garden took place in
early November: as pictured, volunteer Sarah
Lag, along with Laury Lewis and Tom Lawson,
prepared the gardens for spring flower blooming.
Once again, the beautiful flowerbeds in Trebes Park
were acclaimed, receiving second place Community
Landscape region 2 at the Mayor’s 2011 Landscape
Awards Ceremony on December 3 at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel. This was the fourth year the community flower
gardens were recognized by the program. Accepting
this award was Scott Philp, Home Depot Lincoln Park
Store Manager, who, along with volunteer store associates, donated and helped develop and maintain the
flower gardens; Adele Bach, Chicago Park District Park
Supervisor; and SNA Parks & Beautification Chair Laury
Lewis, who has led this effort over many years. Following the Chicago Park District budget hearing in late
September, Trebes Park Advisory Council Vice President
Audra Berg and Clover Playlot Park Advisory Council
Vice President Michelle Bracke have been pursuing the
Park District planning department staff to develop plans
for the improvement of both community park playgrounds. Unfortunately, Park District budget constraints
and new leadership have made this a very daunting
process.
We encourage you to participate in the community
effort to improve our neighborhood parks. To learn
more about Trebes Park, contact Tom Lawson at tom.
lawson@att.net; to learn more about Clover Playlot,
contact Michelle Bracke at mbracke@lbbslaw.com.
Tom Lawson is a member of SNA’s Parks & Beautification Committee and President of the Trebes Park Advisory Council.

Accepting the Mayor’s Landscape Award was Scott Philp,
Home Depot Lincoln Park Store Manager. Adele Bach, Chicago Park District Park Supervisor, and Laury Lewis, who has
led this effort over many years, were also on hand.

Fall clean-up and winter preparation of the Trebes Park
community flower garden took place in early November;
volunteer Sarah Lag, along with Laury Lewis and Tom Lawson,
prepared the gardens for spring flower blooming.

T

Photo for SNN by Andrea and Par Unzicker

Planning
a block party
hese parties, popular in Sheffield, officially are recreational

street closures for residents to hold an annual event for their
neighborhood. Residents may apply to close their stretch of
a residential side street between 10 am and 10 pm. Permits
are issued by the city Department of Transportation. Why plan a
block party? As former SNA Board member Jeffrey Markowitz observed in the January 2009 SNN, “Planning the parties and the events
themselves create opportunities to strengthen your relationships with
neighbors you may already know and also to meet many other neighbors you wouldn’t otherwise have the opportunity to meet. A block
party is a fantastic opportunity to get the neighborhood kids and adults
together and can quickly become an annual event that all neighbors
look forward to. The planning of the event, which can take place over
the course of several meetings, is a collaborative effort that can provide a chance for neighbors to contribute their skill and creativity.”
The 2000 block of Kenmore held its block
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack’s office advises that if this is
party on October 29.
your first time applying for a block party or you have not had one in the
past two years, circulate a petition among your neighbors demonstrating
support for the event. He also encourages residents to submit applications
at least 30 days in advance to allow time to plan and notify your neighbors.
His office can supply or facilitate a number of items; you may need to arrange pick up and drop off of some items:
• “No Parking” signs
• Barricades (first come, first served)
• Popcorn machine (first come, first served)
• Fire engine and crew from the Chicago Fire Department
• Police canine unit or mounted police
• Jumping Jacks (first come, first served)
Copies of petition and request forms are available at the 32nd Ward office in the 2011 32nd Ward Block Party
Application Packet, which also is available on line at http://ward32.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/2011-32ndWard-Block-Party-Application-Packet.pdf.
Following is a step-by-step block party recipe used successfully by Markowitz and his neighbors. His advice:
“Start planning early in the year.”
• Appoint a block party leader.
• Pick a date for the block party — be sure to select it several months in advance.
• Secure a block party permit through your alderman’s office.
• If this is your neighborhood’s first block party, you will need to get a signed petition. Contact your
alderman’s office for details.
• Communicate date to neighbors. This can be done via e-mail or a paper flyer (since not everyone has
e-mail).
• Organize several planning meetings to:
• Develop a schedule for the day.
• Set up committees to plan and manage kids’ activities, music, donations, communications, and signage and flyers.
• Organize who will bring food, drinks. etc. (we do it block by block).
• Devise a job schedule, including set-up and clean-up detail for the day.
• Design a funding strategy to help offset event costs (corporate sponsor, solicit neighborhood monetary
donations, entrance fee).
• Consider securing a tent in case of poor weather.
• Organize kids events, for example, bouncy, arts and crafts, bike parade, water balloon fight, piñata.
• Organize music, DJ, band, etc.
• Organize street cleaning for the weekend in advance of the event.
• Post laminated signage in the area highlighting the event at least 3 weeks in advance.
• Post No Parking signage obtained from the alderman’s office the week of the event.
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2011 — The year in review
2011 SNA
Annual Meeting

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association held its 2011 Annual
Meeting on January 18 at St. James
Church, Fremont and Dickens. SNA
members elected officers and directors and
presented Educator awards to outstanding
teachers and the Sheffield Star Award for
community service. SNA Board members
provided updates on the association and
the neighborhood, and neighbors enjoyed
refreshments from local establishments.

Sheffield hosts 43rd Garden Walk & Festival

T

Photos for SNN by Tom Lawson

he committee produced the 43rd Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival on July 23-24. As in 2010, the
weather, a key factor in the Garden
Walk’s success, was less than ideal. A record
rainfall on Saturday morning and a 100-degree heat index on Sunday affected attendance.
On the brighter side, more than 4,000
people viewed Sheffield’s gardens, and the
specialty garden tours and architectural tours
were filled. Children flocked to Kids’ Corner
for a petting zoo, rides, face painting, and
more. Music “rocked the house,” led by headliners Poi Dog Pondering and Soul Asylum.
Although the weather didn’t cooperate, everyone else did. As a result, the Garden Walk
was successful and SNA will continue to help
beautify our neighborhood and support our
local schools and community organizations.
The success of the Garden Walk would not
be possible without the efforts of 500 volunteers. We thank them sincerely. The 44th Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival will be
held July 21-22. See you then!
—Laury Lewis, Co-Chairman, Sheffield Garden
Walk & Festival

Photos for SNN by Fiona Royer

T

he Sheffield neighborhood had a big
year in 2011. Here are some of the
key events highlighted in words and
pictures.

SNA President Dan Hermann (l), Star Award recipient
43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley (second from right),
and SNA Schools Chair Stephanie Linebaugh (r) with
recipients of SNA’s Educator Awards.

Annual SNA Spaghetti Dinner features
great food, music, and prizes for all

SNA donates to
community organizations

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association
made donations to the following community
organizations in 2011:
St. Josaphat School
St. James School
Oscar Mayer Elementary School
Lincoln Park High School
St. Vincent DePaul Church (food for the Needy Program)
Christopher House
St. Vincent DePaul Center
Little Sisters of the Poor
St. Josaphat Church (food for the Needy Program)
St. James Church (food for the Needy Program)
Greater Little Rock Church (food for the Needy Program)
Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
St. Teresa’s Church (food for the Needy Program)
Lincoln Park Community Shelter
Oz Park Baseball League
Oscar Mayer Walk-a-Thon
Facets Multi-Media (programs for Sheffield schools)

S

Photos for SNN by Randy Royer

Hermann and Wrobleski with Star Award recipient
Patty Hayes.

NA‘s Annual Spaghetti Dinner was
held on Saturday, November 19, at
St. James Lutheran Church. Neighbors and friends packed the room to
enjoy the best bargain meal in the neighborhood and great camaraderie.
Continuing the tradition, Erie Street Café
donated the all-you-can eat spaghetti while
Phil Piazza of McGee’s Tavern & Grille provided a variety of pizzas, salad, beer, wine,
and soft drinks.
St. Jams served up tunes throughout
the evening to entertain the crowd and the
younger set enjoyed games and craft activities.
More than 40 prizes from local merchants, ranging from restaurant certificates
to haircuts to floral arrangements, were
awarded during the dinner.
SNA thanks these friends of the neighborhood along with US Food Service for
its generous donation and offers a special
thanks to Pastor Robert Donovan and St.
James for hosting the event this year.
—David Bassin, SNA Events Committee
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SNA Committees report on 2011 activities
Beautification and Parks
This past year was a year of continued growth for beautification in Sheffield, “the Garden District of Chicago.” The 70 street planters located along the business thoroughfares and several residential streets
were in constant bloom from Memorial Day through the middle of October. The planting theme focused on colorful foliage accented by blooming flowers. Seasonal evergreens installed at the beginning of
December will look great into March. Finkl Landscaping again did a fantastic job of maintaining the planters. We look forward to its continued partnership in 2012.
Trebes Park received second place for Community Gardens in the Mayor’s Landscape awards. A special thanks to Scott Philp, Manager, Home Depot-Lincoln Park, for contributing plant material and
store associates’ time to make this garden a perennial award winner. Thanks also to the community volunteers who provided their expertise in maintaining the garden, including Jeannie and Tom Lawson, Bas
Bouma, and Sarah Lag.
The Trebes Park and Clover Playlot Advisory Councils completed their second year. The newly elected officers for 2012 are as follows:
Trebes Park Advisory Council
President: Tom Lawson; Vice President, Audra Berg; Treasurer, Jack Perno; Secretary, Melanie Hamblin Ortiz.
Clover Playlot Advisory Council
President, Laury Lewis; Vice President, Michelle Bracke; Treasurer, Diana McCartney; Secretary, Dan Palonis.
Both advisory councils experienced an increase in participation this past year, in great part due to the increased neighborhood enrollment at Oscar Mayer School and St. Josaphat School. The parents of
the children at these schools recognize the value of having well-maintained parks with good playground equipment.
The Advisory Councils have earmarked many capital improvements for both parks, which will be discussed in future issues of the Sheffield Neighborhood News. A major fund-raising initiative will begin in 2012 to make the playground areas ADA-compliant. That requires new equipment and a soft surface play area. We will be receiving design assistance from the Chicago Park District and the Chicago
Public Schools; about 2/3 of the playground area at Trebes Park is on Chicago Public Schools property. To achieve our goal, the Advisory Councils will have to raise funds, augmented by the Sheffield Neighborhood Association and any other governmental sources. We are seeking neighbors to help in this fund-raising effort.
The Oz Park Baseball Association in only its second year boasted the participation of nearly 1,000 boys and girls. The association uses Trebes Park for many of its games and has committed over $5,000
to help improve the field at Trebes Park.
You need not be a resident of the Sheffield neighborhood to be involved. To volunteer with the Advisory Councils, please contact Tom Lawson for Trebes Park at tom.lawson@att.net or Michelle Bracke
for Clover Playlot at mbracke@lbbslaw.com.
—Laury Lewis, Chair
Communications
The Committee continued to oversee the publication of the bi-monthly Association newsletter, Sheffield Neighborhood News or SNN; the Association’s web site; and the Association voice mail and email
communications systems.
In 2011, the SNN continued the tradition of a “Year in Review” in the January/February issue and for the third year featured a focus on SNA donation recipients in the March/April issue, which also has
become the primary issue in which SNA remembers long-time Sheffield neighbors and contributors. A third “dedicated” issue is July/August, which focuses on the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.
Although at its core the SNN functions to communicate information about substantive community issues such as planning and zoning, institutional development, requests for sidewalk cafes and liquor
licenses, and safety, 2011 issues included new features: the return of business profiles and announcement of new businesses, a regular “green” article, a “did you know” section covering subjects from tree
trimming to DePaul’s Student Code, and the resumption of the zoning series. Community Safety pieces expanded their coverage of safety tips and warnings.
The number of visitors to the SNA website, www.sheffieldneighborhood.org, grew again in 2011. The site added more links and hopes to attract more visitors with more frequent postings.
Finally, the Committee continued to inform the membership of safety alerts, meetings, events, and other time-sensitive information through periodic email blasts.
—Judith Lauth Casey, Chair
Community Safety
Committee members continued to represent the community and SNA at bi-monthly CAPS meetings, monitoring trends and raising issues about which neighbors have expressed concern. While continuing to
track major incidents of crimes to persons to report in the Sheffield Neighborhood News, the committee expanded its coverage of crime and general safety tips. Most recently, it began tracking and publicizing the incidence of garage burglaries in Sheffield.
—John Roberts, Chair
Events
Spaghetti Dinner: Our annual Spaghetti Dinner was served up to a packed house at St. James Lutheran Church on Saturday, November 19. This longstanding neighborhood tradition brings friends and neighbors together for a relaxing evening of fine food, great music and family fun. Adding to the evening’s festivities were the more than 40 prizes won by lucky patrons. Special thanks to Phil Piazza, Ron Lenzi,
Pastor Robert Donovan, John D’Antonio, and Shannon Gehringer for their contributions to the event. Check the SNA calendar for the 2012 date.
Trebes Park Concert and Movies Series: Trebes Park was the venue for exciting sounds and sights this summer. Once again, St. Jams entertained the crowd with their repertoire of family-friendly music
on June 16. SNA welcomed the Smoking Fish and their driving rock sounds on July 28. “How to Train Your Dragon” played to a packed park on August 15. All events featured great weather and crowds
enjoyed a picnic under the stars. SNA thanks Trebes Park Supervisor Adele Bach for all her efforts. Look for more special events this summer.
—David Bassin, Chair
Membership
Recent improvements include acceptance of credit cards and the option of paying for a discounted 3-year membership. The committee continued to streamline how membership records are maintained
and invoices are generated for the nominal fee requested for SNA membership that covers mailings, email blasts, and similar expenses. The committee also maintains the email distribution list, adding the
email address of new members immediately while deleting the addresses of anyone who has not renewed. Equally as important, the committee explores new ways to actively solicit membership from SNA
residents and businesses, as the number of SNA members has remained stable for the last 10 years. Note that Board and Committee members are required to hold an SNA membership while public officials
receive complimentary membership.
—Paula Arnett, Chair
Neighborhood Relations
The Neighborhood Relations Committee (NRC) continues to be your voice for neighborhood-related issues such as new business licensing, sidewalk café applications/renewals, and liquor licensing. The
committee works to improve opportunities for the community that affects you and your neighbors.
When new or existing businesses request sidewalk cafes, liquor licenses, valet zones, and the like, both 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack and 43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith typically request an opinion from SNA. Occasionally a business will come directly to the SNA first.
SNA’s process begins with the NRC, to which the business presents its plan or request. In many cases, the requested license will directly affect quality of life, for example, with a liquor license. In these
cases, the NRC holds a Community Meeting to allow neighbors to view the plans and to voice their issues, concerns, and suggestions regarding the proposal. The NRC distributes a Community Notice to all
neighbors within a 2- to 3-block radius of the business announcing the meeting, which it tries to hold in a convenient and neutral location if possible. The meeting also is announced via email blast to the
SNA membership.
The NRC then develops a recommendation regarding the proposal, taking into account community input, and presents the recommendation to the SNA board. The board usually adopts the recommendation but may revise or reject it. The board then communicates its opinion to the respective Alderman. Of course, final approval rests with the Alderman and is contingent upon the business meeting all
city requirements regarding permits, inspections, and any other conditions.
The Neighborhood Relations Committee conducted three community meetings this past year: Jam N’ Honey (958 W. Webster) presented its Plan of Operation to open a sidewalk café, which ultimately
was approved by Alderman Smith and the City Council. Topics (2122 N. Halsted) presented its Business Plan to open a Mobile Work Environment; this retail space opened in late November 2011. State
(935 W. Webster) presented a plan to open a sidewalk café for the 2011 season; SNA asked State to consult with newly elected 43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith.
Finally, the NRC represents the SNA and the community at monthly CAPS meetings where local bar owners and Chicago police officers give updates on the latest neighborhood news throughout the two
police districts that cover the Sheffield neighborhood as well as surrounding districts. These meetings take place on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 3 pm at Goose Island Brewery at Clybourn and Sheffield. All neighbors, businesses, and residents are welcome to attend.
—Patty Hayes, Chair
Planning
With the real estate market remaining in the doldrums, there were fewer private projects for the Planning Committee to review in 2011 than in prior years. Nonetheless, there were several matters of significance to consider, particularly involving DePaul University and the future of the Children’s Memorial Hospital site. DePaul continued with its building program, implementing the Master Plan 2009-2019
for the Lincoln Park Campus. The new DePaul Art Museum on Fullerton and the academic building at Kenmore and Belden were completed. The Art Museum debuted with a grand opening in the fall. It is
open to the public and if you have not yet visited the museum, make sure to do so soon. The academic building opened for classes for the 2012 Winter Quarter. In July, DePaul broke ground on the Theater
Building at Fullerton and Racine. Work is proceeding on schedule on the Cesar Pelli-designed building, which promises to be a spectacular addition to the DePaul campus opening this fall. The DePaul
Neighborhood Advisory Committee, which includes representatives of the SNA and other community groups, continued to meet during the year, reviewing the progress on these buildings. In addition,
DePaul has been working with the Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) on a plan to improve traffic flow and pedestrian safety on Sheffield between Webster and Fullerton. “Bump outs” have been
installed at Belden and Sheffield and pedestrian timers have been installed at Sheffield and Fullerton. These improvements have been paid for by DePaul and its representatives have recently met with CDOT
about implementation of these improvements. DePaul is now interested in closing Kenmore between Belden and Fullerton and making this part of its campus. (See the related story on page 2.)
The future of the Children’s Memorial Hospital properties was also a topic for review for the Sheffield board and planning committee. With the hospital moving to Streeterville in June 2012, Children’s
selected McCaffrey Interests, Inc., as the developer of the vacated hospital site. McCaffrey has selected Antunovich & Associates, Inc. as its architect and W.E. O’Neil as the contractor, both familiar entities,
having worked on DePaul projects for a number of years. McCaffrey has presented its preliminary conceptual plans for the project, calling for a mix of residential and commercial uses. A number of the
older buildings would be renovated but the large main hospital building would be demolished and replaced with rental housing. (See the Sept/Oct 2011 issue of SNN.) The current ambitious timeline calls
for a continuing review process with city approval of a plan and demolition to begin in the fourth quarter of 2012 and construction to begin in 2013.
The Salvation Army also presented its plan for a new resale store on Clybourn along with an expansion of its adult rehabilitation center. (See the May/June 2011 SNN.) This project was presented to the
Chicago Plan Commission in January and construction is expected to go forward this year.
With regard to private development, a developer has come forward with a plan for two residences on the long vacant property at 855-859 W. Dickens/2053 N. Fremont. The Planning Committee has
met with the developer and asked them to follow up with the immediate neighbors regarding their concerns about the setbacks and other aspects of their proposal. The developer has presented a very innovative plan to address the unusual dimensions of this property but it calls for significant variations from the standard setbacks required by the zoning code. You should hear more about this project in 2012.
The future of the Finkl Steel site is uncertain as of yet. Finkl’s operations were expected to move entirely to the south side in 2011 but it is continuing to make steel on Cortland. There has been no word
on possible future use for this large parcel of land along the river. A most significant and problematic development in 2011 was the construction of three three-unit condominium buildings at 2034, 2036,
and 2038 N. Sheffield. The developer submitted plans that required no zoning changes, variances, or administrative adjustments to conform to the RT-4 zoning of those properties. However, he failed to
construct the buildings in conformity with the plans and RT-4 zoning. The City Building Department, when becoming aware of this violation, issued a stop order on all work on these buildings, which were
substantially complete. It was then discovered that the same builder had done similarly non-conforming projects in the Wrightwood Neighbors area to the north, one of which had been completed and sold
to individual owners. The Sheffield Neighborhood Association met with the developer but ultimately was not willing to enter into a community agreement regarding the completion of this project. The city
has come to an agreement with the developer, who has obtained the variances necessary to complete these buildings. Work has begun on the project and these buildings should be completed this year.
Another significant development was the construction of a multi-unit residential building on Webster following the official abandonment of the railroad right-of-way to the west of Lakewood by the order
of the U.S. Surface Transportation Board. St. Josaphat Church has completed its addition to its school building as well.
The Armitage-Halsted Landmark District Community Advisory Committee, on which the SNA is represented, continues to provide input to the Landmarks Commission and the Alderman’s office about
new signage and façade modifications proposed by the businesses along Halsted and Armitage. We look forward to another interesting year on the SNA Planning Committee in 2012.
—Ted Wrobleski, Chair
Schools
The committee continued to serve as SNA’s liaison to our area schools, including Oscar Mayer Elementary, St. James, St. Josaphat, and Lincoln Park High School. Garden Walk proceeds provided grants to
each of the schools; in addition, SNA sponsored the Walk-a-Thon at Oscar Mayer. Finally, as is tradition, SNA presented Educator Awards to our schools’ outstanding teachers at its 2011 Annual Meeting.
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SNA revenues and expenses for 2011

2011 in Sheffield’s parks:
Trebes Park and Clover Playlot

O

ne of the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association’s top priorities is the
beautification of our neighborhood,
and 2011 was no exception. SNA’s
Parks and Beautification Committee has spearheaded a drive to make the most out of Trebes
Park and Clover Playlot. Pictured are some of
the highlights of that effort.

On display just inside the front entrance of the Home Depot
Lincoln Park Store at 2665 N. Halsted is the Sheffield Neighborhood Association Star Award. SNA presented the award
at its Annual Meeting to honor the volunteer contribution
by Home Depot associates and the store’s contribution to
Trebes Park. Included in the display are photos of their community contributions and an autographed photo from Mayor
Daley, which commemorates the store’s participation in the
Community Landscape Awards Program that brought Trebes
Park first place. Pictured is associate Ashley Pearce, who put
the display together and has volunteered her time in the Kids
Workshop at the Sheffield Garden Walk Kids’ Corner, along
with associates Amaris Sanchez, Sandra Nieves, Melvin
Hall, Brad Spencer, Store Manager Scott Philp, District Manager Gary Hutchinson, and associate Kenny Blackman, all of
whom have contributed their time to Trebes Park.

Metal sculptor Daniel Blue completes the installation of the
renovated Sheffield community historical kiosk at Trebes
Park and accepts thanks from neighbor and Trebes Park Advisory Council President Tom Lawson.

The Trebes Park Gazebo sported flowers in full bloom this
summer, thanks to a donation from Home Depot and volunteer
efforts.
Home Depot associates distribute mulch at Trebes Park.

Thanks to our advertisers

S

NN thanks the following advertisers for their
support in 2011:
Alderman Scott Waguespack
Arjay Painting
Douglas Vacuum & Allergy Relief
Millie Rosenbloom/Baird & Warner
Sal’s Deli
St. Josaphat Parish/Church
Serpe Insurance
Stuff
St. Vincent de Paul Center
St. Vincent de Paul Church
Westend Dental

Efforts continue to improve Clover Playlot.

2012
Calendar
February 9, Thursday, 6 pm, SNA Board meeting, St.

James Church, Fremont and Dickens.
February 9, Thursday, 7 pm, SNA Annual Meeting, St.
James Church, Fremont and Dickens.
February 12, Sunday, SNA Neighbor Day at DePaul
women’s basketball.
March 6, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
April 3, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
April 24, Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Lincoln Park Community
Research Initiative Spring Program, Room 120, DePaul
Student Center.
May 1, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
June 1, Friday, SNA Patrons’ Party.
June 5, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
July 3, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
July 20, Friday, Sheffield Garden Walk President’s Party.
July 21-22, Saturday-Sunday, 44th Annual Sheffield
Garden Walk & Festival, Sheffield and Webster.
August 7, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
September 4, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
October 2, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
November 6, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
November (date TBA), SNA Spaghetti Dinner.
December 4, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
Check SNN, call 773-929-9255, or visit the SNA
website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org to learn
more about these and other neighborhood events.

Meet the staff of
43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith

Libby Prakel, Chief of Staff
Libby manages the staff and supports Alderman Smith
on the broad policy issues that she committed to
address during her campaign. Libby takes on all public
safety issues, public transportation, and neighborhood
parks and schools.
Chasse Rehwinkel, Director of Constituent Services
Chasse takes care of the Ward’s infrastructure and
sanitation, including graffiti, sewers, lights, potholes,
and rodent control.
Matt Rich,
Director of Zoning and Urban Development
Matt reviews and makes recommendations to
Alderman Smith on all requests for zoning relief and
construction related issues. Matt works on all business
affairs in the Ward, including licenses, public right of
way applications, sidewalk cafes, and fee waivers.
Emma Rosenberg, Director of Communications
Emma handles Special Events and community
outreach. She also oversees interns and volunteers and
is in charge of the newsletter.
Andrew Willoughby,
Special Assistant and Scheduler
Andrew works on the arts, bike and pedestrian
safety, and social media. He is also Alderman Smith’s
scheduler.
Matthew Schwab and Andi VanderKolk,
Staff Assistants
Andi and Matt will greet you when you come
to our office. They both sell parking stickers and
respond to 311 requests. Andi also is the office
manager for the Ward Office. Matt handles sign and
loading zone requests.
We are privileged to have wonderful interns and
volunteers who research policy issues, write letters and
respond to 311 requests. We’d love your help! If you
would like to intern or volunteer, please email Emma
at emma@ward43.org.
Other emails should be directed to yourvoice@
ward43.org or for more information, visit www.
ward43.org; there you also can find the staff listing at
http://ward43.org/about/43rd-ward-staff/.
—Emma Rosenberg, 43rd Ward Alderman Michele
Smith’s Office
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10 years ago in Sheffield

A

review of the 2001 issues of the Sheffield Neighborhood News revealed the following memories:
January/February
Sheffield neighbors revisited permit parking in the western portion of the neighborhood. A proposed Clybourn Technology Center at 1840 N. Clybourn received approval of a Redevelopment Agreement for the use of tax increment financing (TIF) revenues. St. Vincent de Paul Parish at the corner of Sheffield and Webster began
restoration, renovation, and repair of its historic church building. IKEA expressed interest in acquiring a vacant parcel of land on the west side of the 2100 block of Elston
Avenue for a new store and SNA voted to oppose the plan as proposed. The City and residents united to tackle the persistent problem of prostitution along North Avenue from
Sheffield to Damen.
March/April
SNA opposed the proposed IKEA store on Elston. The CTA reached out to the community for input on the new Fullerton L station. Little Sisters of the Poor celebrated its 125th
anniversary in Chicago on April 18. The new 18th District Police Station at Larrabee and Division was dedicated and renamed the Near North District. The Asian Longhorn
Beetle continued to pose a serious threat to Chicagoland trees.
May/June
A number of residents on the 2100 block of Fremont and the 2100 block of Bissell responded positively to exploring the possibility of obtaining a Chicago landmark designation for those blocks. The “new” Oscar Mayer Neighborhood School at 2250 N. Clifton was presented as well as its new Tuition-Based Pre-School Program. Webster Street
business merchants requested that meters be installed on Webster west of Sheffield and possibly on Sheffield north of Webster. The City’s Graffiti Blasters program expanded to
provide removal at no cost to private property owners.
July/August
The 33rd Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival was held on July 21 and 22. The CTA began the planning process for a new Brown Line L station at Armitage. Phase 3 of the Sheffield Beautification plan was completed with the installation of 25 additional surface planters and 15 light pole basket planters, all of which would showcase three seasons of
greenery and flowers. Chicago Trolley Co. began the free summer Lincoln Park Shuttle servicing the Sedgwick, Armitage, and Fullerton L stops as well as neighborhood parking garages and stops near the Nature Museum, the Zoo, and the Chicago History Museum, including a link to Michigan Avenue.
September/October
Neighbors opposed the Armitage L plan at a public meeting. Children’s Memorial Medical Center presented plans to expand its Lincoln Park facilities. 43rd Ward Alderman Vi
Daley launched a ward-wide public art competition open to contemporary artists when she established the Lincoln Park Community Art Initiative 2002, which resulted in the
installation of 10 to 12 mid- and large-scale pieces throughout the community.
November/December
CTA presented its plan to replace the aging Fullerton L station with a new facility to feature reconfigured track alignment, lengthier platforms, wider platforms as well as elevators, escalators and wider stairways. Winners of Mayor Daley’s Landscape Award program included the garden under the Armitage L station, which earned Second Place City
Wide in the Business Streetscapes Category, and the window planters at Dominick’s on Fullerton, which earned Third Place City Wide in the Window Boxes Category. Trotter’s
To Go opened in mid-December 2000 at 1337 W. Fullerton.

Scenes from a memorable year

SNA sponsored Chris Newman’s “Leap Frog Bridge” at
this year’s Lakefront Sculpture Exhibit.

Photography by Eric Craig Studios

Street signs were installed by the city in 2011 showing the boundaries of the Armitage-Halsted Landmark
District.

Sheffield did not escape February’s blizzard.

SNA sponsored a free concert at Trebes Park on June
16, featuring St. Jams.

Neighbors got together at Kelly’s Pub before attending the DePaul University women’s basketball game
on January 30.
Photo courtesy of DePaul University
The DePaul Art Museum opened September 17 at 935
W. Fullerton, just east of the CTA’s Fullerton “L” stop.

Past and present Garden Walk chairs and/or SNA Presidents gathered on September 16 for a tribute to leaders
who helped found SNA and the Garden Walk.

Photos for SNN by Fiona Royer

Oscar Mayer School’s 2010 8th-grade class completed
this mural for its Technology/Visual Art courses in the
International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme.
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Greening your home:
Nurseries & kids’ rooms
BY LISA ELKINS

G

reen. Eco-friendly. Sustainable.
It’s good to think of the planet . . . but
when you really assess your home, you’ll
find that you and your family are the ones
that benefit from thoughtful choices.
Granted, having just designed the nursery for our
first child, this has been top of mind for us lately. If you
have tiny humans inhabiting your home (or visiting), it’s
really important to provide a non-toxic, healthy environment for them!
But where to start . . . . Well, a few simple steps
can turn your nursery into an eco-friendly haven,
good for the environment, your family’s health, and
not too bad for the wallet, either. Let’s start with the
floor.
Flooring, for any room, can easily reflect your
environmental and health interests with just a little forethought. For wood flooring, consider rapidly renewable
bamboo or coconut palm wood. Often less expensive
than other hard woods, bamboo also cuts down on dust
allergies. If classic woods are more your style, consider
reclaimed or recycled sources, and remember to use
eco-friendly finishes.
For an easy alternative to woods, you can create a
unique look with all-natural cork or linoleum. Carpeting and area rugs are good for softening the space and
absorbing sound but can be the most toxic item in the
room if you’re not careful. Look for Greenguard Certified options, and while you’re at it, ask about recycled
content.

Once you have the floor installed, you may be
turning to your walls. Before you start agonizing over
the exact shade of baby blue you’d prefer, consider
first who makes the paint. You’ll want to make sure
you’re using one without volatile organic compounds
(VOCs).
You can find safe paints at Home Depot, and Benjamin Moore, Sherwin-Williams, and others all offer special
lines. We love the color palette of Mythic Paints by Colori
the best, though!
Light it up
Floor, check. Walls, check. What about lights? Yeah,
yeah, you know about the curly light bulbs that last
for ages, but did you know that the warmer color
temperatures look like incandescents? Also, have you
considered dimmer switches? Dimming the lights saves
a lot of energy, and dimmers can now be used with
many types of bulbs, including halogen, CFLs, and
LEDs. Just make sure to buy the dimmable version of
the bulbs.
With your floors, walls, and lights accounted for, all
that’s really left to do is decorate! When deciding on bedding, particularly the mattress, remember that your baby
spends a lot of time here. Untreated pure cotton and
wool, preferably organically grown, are a great starting
point.
For furniture, choose real wood with non-toxic finishes, and as plastic is a major contributor to indoor air
pollution, try to invest in non-plastic toys when possible.
You can also add a plant or two to help purify the air and
add life!
Once you’re satisfied, sit back and relish the space,
knowing it’s a safe haven for your family and a better
place for the environment.
A little help...
For alternative (bamboo, palm) wood flooring:
http://rodebros.com/
Reclaimed wood flooring:
http://www.rebuildingexchange.org/,
Reenguard certified carpet:
http://www.flor.com/store-chicago
Mythic Paints:
http://www.mythicpaint.com/
Non-toxic mattresses:
http://www.healthygreengoods.com/
Lisa Elkins is an SNA Board member and owner of 2
Point Perspective, an architectural firm.
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Sidewalk café
update
BY PATTY HAYES

S

idewalk cafés will open as early as March 1. All
sidewalk café permits expired on December 1,
2011, and renewal applications were sent to
the existing businesses the first week of January

2012.
To open by March 1, business owners are
required to submit their Plan of Operation and Photos
of their proposed sidewalk cafes to the appropriate
32nd and 43rd Ward Aldermen’s offices for review
prior to the February 2012 City Council meeting for
final approval.
The City of Chicago has very strict guidelines for
approval of sidewalk cafés. Minimum requirements
include:
 A Plan of Operation (including photos) submitted to the Department of Business Revenue
specifying the exact length and width of the
proposed sidewalk café area.
 A minimum 50% of the boundary of the
sidewalk café must be covered with live plants
– no portion of the plants shall extend over the
permitted café area.
 A minimum of 6 feet of clear space is required
for pedestrian passage from the furthest edge
of the sidewalk café boundary/landscaping to
any permanent structure/encumbrance on the
public way.
Sidewalk café applications and fees are subject to
approval every year. Any business not in compliance
should be reported to the local Alderman’s office and
will be subject to a fine of $250 to $500 per offense.
Note that hours of operation in Sheffield are from 8 am
to 10 pm.
The Sheffield neighborhood enjoyed the following
sidewalk cafes in 2011: Starbucks (Webster), McGee’s,
Tarantino’s, Ja Grill, Sai Cafe, Athenian Room,
Glascott’s, Argo Tea, Hanabi, John’s Place, Webster
Wine Bar, Cafe Floriole, El’s Kitchen, Sal’s Deli, and Jam
‘n Honey.
Patty Hayes chairs SNA’s Neighborhood Relations Committee.

A sample sidewalk café plan from the city’s application form.
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SHEFFIELD’S BUSINESSES

I

f you don’t know your Aster (a symbol of love)
from your Burdock (meaning boredom), then you
probably need the help of a florist for Valentine’s
Day.
The Sheffield neighborhood is well served with
some good flower shops that can help you profess
your affection in an appropriate way. New to the area
is Nancy Krause Floral Design & Garden Antiques on
Webster. Here the overwhelming tone is one of charm
and graciousness. Nancy’s personal approach focuses
on custom designs and arrangements, with an emphasis
upon color and elegance. Whilst there you should also
peruse the unique array of antique garden-focused gifts,
or pick up a stylish card for your loved one.
Also on Webster, over by Oz Park, is Suzanne Cummings Flowers. This London-trained florist believes that
flowers enhance any environment and applies her creativity to bring this ethos to Lincoln Park. Suzanne and
her team offer a regular opening schedule but are very
willing to offer a by-appointment service at all other
times. In addition this location boasts a gallery space
that can be rented for your special event.
Just to the east of our neighborhood is Dilly Lily.
A local fixture since 1996, this sister partnership
offers more than just a traditional florists. Holding
to the slogan “whether your special day is petite or
grand, at Dilly Lily we believe the details make the
difference,” the emphasis is upon individuality. A
visit to the store is a fun experience with a host of
quirky gifts on offer.
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Nancy Krause Floral Design & Garden Antiques
1101 W. Webster, 773-248-1516
Hours: Mondays to Saturdays 10am-7pm,
Sundays 12pm-5pm
www.nkfloraldesign.com

9

18th Annual Fleur de Lis Ball

Flower power
BY FIONA ROYER

		

Suzanne Cummings Flowers
630 W. Webster, 773-880-9805
Hours: Tuesdays 12pm to 4pm, Wednesdays to Fridays
11am to 6pm, Saturdays 12pm-4pm
www.suzannecummingsflowers.com
Dilly Lily
742 W. Fullerton, 773-404-0602
Hours: Mondays to Fridays 10am-7pm,
Saturdays 10am-6pm
www.dillylily.com
Fiona Royer is a member of SNA’s Communications Committee.

Business bits

T

he following businesses are new to the Sheffield neighborhood:
Jam ‘n Honey
This popular new DePaul area eatery offers so
much more than jam and honey: “new twists on hearty
breakfast” as well as lunch and also a BYOB dinner
menu.
958 W. Webster, 773-327-5266
Derby
The former Charlie’s Ale House site on Webster has
been transformed into a Kentucky-inspired bar, with
a menu offering “downhome favorites” and of course
Mint Juleps, along with themed entertainment.
1224 W. Webster, 773-248-0900
Pizzeria da Nella Cucina Napoletana
Slated to open in late January, this Naples-style pizzeria
is being opened by the former pizza-maker at Ravenswood’s Spacca Napoli, with an extensive beer menu
on offer.
1443 W. Fullerton
Fiona Royer is a member of SNA’s Communications
Committee.

A

ll are invited to Marillac Social Center and
St. Vincent de Paul Center’s 18th Annual
Fleur de Lis Ball on Saturday, February
25, 2012, from 6 pm to midnight at Navy
Pier in the Grand Ballroom. Proceeds from the event
directly enable the Centers to provide high-quality
child care for children of low-income families, services to seniors, and outreach to the homeless.
The premier black-tie event draws more than 700
guests and features dinner, dancing, live and silent
auctions, and a raffle. This year, the event will honor
Margaret McDermott and William Blair & Company
with Jim McKinney. Honorees exemplify Marillac
and St. Vincent’s mission to “provide value-driven
services to empower those most in need to reach
their greatest potential.”
Margaret McDermott has been a long-time friend
and supporter of Marillac House and St. Vincent de
Paul Centers. Margaret holds the Chicago ministries
of the Daughters of Charity in such high regard that,
over the past 17 years, she served on the St. Vincent’s Advisory Board, was the first Board Chair of
the Daughters of Charity Ministries of Chicago, then
returned to be a regular member of the same Board.
Also a long-time supporter, William Blair & Company has helped Marillac House and St. Vincent de
Paul Center create a safe environment for children to
learn and develop. Contributing to the community is an
important part of the company culture. In 2010 alone
its foundation gave nearly $1.4 million to 250 organizations, including The Greater Chicago Food Depository, United Way, and After School Matters. Jim McKinney has been with William Blair & Company since
1974 and is now Principal Manager of Fixed Income.
A long-time supporter, Jim has been an important part
of St. Vincent’s, from being a member of the Finance
Committee to serving on the Board from 2002 to 2011.
Tickets are $350, with table sponsorships ranging
from $7,000 to $25,000. Reservations can be made
online at www.svdpc.org (click on Fleur de Lis Ball)
or by contacting Katie Wilson at (312) 278-4218 or
kwilson@svdpc.org.
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Community safety update
BY JOHN ROBERTS

S

afety Reminders
Until recently, we have dodged the wrath of
winter, but it is knocking on the door. It is time
again to review some simple steps to make
winter less painful.
1. Driving and Walking
a. Take a few minutes to warm your car up before
driving away; besides helping your engine, it gives the
defrosters time to start working.
b. Having a small or collapsible snow shovel in the
trunk can help free your car in case you get stuck in a
drift. An old blanket in the trunk is also useful in case
you are stuck in the snow and have to wait for help. If
you want to add weight to your car for better control,
use sand bags – not salt – around your wheel wells.
c. Stay with your car in an emergency. It is more
dangerous to walk down the highway seeking help.
d. Keep your windshield wipers in good shape. A
good snow brush/scraper will help extend the life of your
wipers. Try not to use your wipers as the only means
to remove the snow off your windows. For safety and
optimum visibility you should remove all the snow from
all your windows: front, rear, and sides. I see a lot of
drivers who only remove enough snow to see the road,
but you need the full field of vision for safe driving.
e. Keep a full tank of gas to avoid the hassles of
gridlock during a snowstorm (remember Lake Shore
Drive last winter). The city made major improvements
on LSD to minimize problems, but gridlock could still
occur.
f. Check the condition of your tires. Worn tread
keeps you from stopping at a safe distance in any
weather/road conditions. In addition, remember that
stopping distances increase dramatically with snow or
ice on the road.
g. Pedestrians should also use caution at intersections when there is snow or ice on the road because
a car cannot stop immediately. Walking with your
parka’s hood up blocks your peripheral vision, so stop
and look in both directions before proceeding across
an intersection. Early morning or late in the evening,
some drivers do not always stop at intersections, treating stop signs as an option; be especially cautious during those times.
2. Snow and Ice Removal
Shoveling can be strenuous, so take frequent
breaks. In a major storm with high winds, shoveling
drifting snow can become very strenuous. While
shoveling a drift, take the drift in stages and do not
overload your shovel.
When using a snowblower, do not pick up and use
your snowblower as a shovel. The combined weight
of the snowblower and snow can place an enormous
strain on your muscles and heart. Remember not to
refill your snow blower indoors. Even if you refill your

snowblower in the garage, make sure you have adequate
ventilation. If you use an engine starter helper, use it
sparingly, as too much can hurt the snowblower’s engine
and might hurt you. Never bring any body parts or loose
clothing, especially scarves, near the blades of the snow
blower. If you experience a jam, use a broom handle or
a stick to clear the jam: keep your fingers on your hands.
Also, in a large storm with high winds, be aware of falling
branches.
During the winter, residents often are solicited to pay
someone to clear their pathways of snow. NEVER allow
these persons to enter your residence for any reason and
pay them only after the job is done to your satisfaction.
Try and use salt/ice melter that is pet-friendly to help
our four-legged friends.
Ice buildup on roofs caused by clogged gutters can
be annoying, but resist the temptation to climb on the
roof by yourself to clear this problem. Avoid a nasty fall
by hiring a roofer or a professional handyperson to clear
the gutters.
3. Rodents
The neighborhood still has an overwhelming
vermin problem and winter does not deter these critters
in the slightest. Snow and ice buildup in the alleys
prevent garbage cans from closing properly. Leaving an
open container is like a smorgasbord for the vermin’s
enjoyment. Also, dog owners: do not take a short cut to
avoid the cold by neglecting to pick up after your pet,
thinking that the snow will cover the pet’s business; this
only encourages the vermin’s appetite.
Crime Reminders, Bulletins
1. Theft of Deliveries
Whether it is UPS, FEDEX, or any other delivery
service, do not instruct them to leave packages under
porches or unattended. This is a good way to have them
disappear. Thieves follow the delivery service and after
watching them drop off a package, they snatch it and are
on their way.
2. Garage Doors
In previous issues of SNN, I warned of garage
doors being left open. I still go on early morning walks
and find garage doors open with plenty of stuff for the
picking. Take the extra minute and make sure the doors
are secure.
Always remember when something seems suspicious
or you witness a crime, do not hesitate to call 911.
Without your help, the Chicago Police have a harder time
protecting the neighborhood.
3. SNA urges you to sign up for the crime bulletins
provided by the Chicago Police Department’s Sergeant
Schumann. The bulletins advise the community of area
incidents and/or criminals that are operating in this
neighborhood. Sign up by sending a request via email to
Cynthia.Schumann@chicagopolice.org. If you have any
questions regarding the latest crime bulletins, call the 18th
District Community Policing Office at 312-742-5778.
4. The CAPS program still needs court advocate
volunteers to support victims of crime at court hearings.
Contact the 18th District Community Policing Office to
learn more.
Crime Track
For some time, SNA has tracked major incidents of crime
to keep neighbors informed. Your vigilance has helped
the police to keep this areas crime incidence down.
Please keep up the good work by getting involved with
the CAPS meetings and calling 911.
Initially, the project has been tracking non-domestic
crimes to persons that occur on the streets, sidewalks, and
alleys, as well as in residential garages, parking lots, and
parks. Now we have added a separate track of residential garage burglaries. The statistics will be somewhat
dated in that they are based upon what is available from
the Chicago Police Department’s CLEARpath website on
the date that material must be submitted for publication.
Thus, for this issue, the project tracked crimes from October 29, 2011, through January 11, 2012. This is not every
incident but gives a good representation of the activity.
CRIMES TO PERSONS
DAY/TIME		
Oct. 29/2:40 AM
Nov. 02/11:45 PM
Nov. 12/12:20 AM
Nov. 19/3:30 AM
Nov. 19/10:50 AM
Armed
Nov. 23/10:25 AM
Dec. 03/3:10 AM
Dec. 08/11:00 PM
Dec. 15/10:35 PM
Dec. 18/2:30 AM

BLOCK		
1100 W. Webster
2000 N. Bissell
1100 W. Webster
900 W. Armitage
2100 N. Dayton

LOCATION
Sidewalk
Sidewalk
Street
Alley
Alley

CRIME TYPE
Simple Battery
Criminal Sexual Assault
Simple Battery
Robbery-Armed
Attempted Robbery-

900 W. Armitage
2000 N. Halsted
800 W. Webster
2300 N. Greenview
900 W. Webster

Street
Sidewalk
Sidewalk
Street
Sidewalk

Robbery-Strong Armed
Simple Battery
Simple Battery
Robbery-Strong Arm
Simple Battery

TOTALS
October 29 - January 11 (approximately 74 days) x 10
incidents = 1 incident per 7.4 days
August 20 - October 28 (approximately 70 days) x 6
incidents = 1 incident per 11.67 days
June 16 - August 19 (approximately 64 days) x 7 incidents = 1 incident per 9.14 days
May 7 - June 15 (approximately 39 days) x 6 incidents
= 1 incident per 6.5 days
February 19 - May 6 (approximately 77 days) x 13 incidents = 1 incident per 5.92 days
December 17- February 18 (approximately 63 days) x 7
incidents = 1 incident per 9.14 days
RESIDENTIAL GARAGE BURGLARIES
DAY/TIME		
Nov. 01/10:26 AM
Nov. 29/1:30 AM

BLOCK		
2100 N. Magnolia
2000 N. Magnolia

LOCATION
Garage
Garage

CRIME TYPE
Burglary
Burglary

TOTALS
October 29 – January 11 (approximately 74 days) x 2
incidents = 1 incident per 37 days
Upcoming Dates to Remember
CAPS Meetings:
The Chicago Police Department monthly CAPS meetings are helpful in understanding the policing efforts
in our district (the 18th). The police prepare charts and
maps that identify all crimes committed in the last
month and discuss their efforts to arrest the perpetrators. They also bring the incident reports if a member
of the community wants further details of a crime. In
addition, the police bring guest speakers form the various departments to discuss their roles in the prevention of crime and give helpful suggestions on how the
community can help. The police have a number of
pamphlets pointing out ways to protect yourself and the
community, as well.
Attending a CAPS meeting is the best way to communicate your concerns to the officers who patrol your
community. SNA members attend the meetings, but
they need your support. I strongly urge members of
the community to take an active interest in the CAPS
program to show community support for the police.
*Beats 1811 & 1813 (1811-North Ave north to Fullerton,
Sheffield west to the Chicago River) & (1813 - North Ave
north to Armitage. Sedgwick west to Sheffield)
March 14 at 7 pm
St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland
*Beats 1812/1814 (1812-Armitage Ave north to Fullerton,
Sedgwick then Clark west to Sheffield) &
(1814 - North Ave north to Fullerton,
Lake Michigan to Sedgwick)
March 8 at 7 pm, Old Town Triangle, 1765 North Park
John Roberts chairs SNA’s Community Safety Committee.

Green City Market
continues
indoors
he Green City Market continues indoors at

T

the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum just
north of Fullerton at 2430 N. Cannon Drive
every Saturday from January 21 through the
end of April.
In addition, the market will offer a series of
monthly winter workshops, which take you stepby-step through the growing season in a handson experience. Each 45-minute workshop will
take place one Saturday per month at The Edible
Gardens, the market’s 5,000 square foot organic
vegetable garden located in Lincoln Park Zoo’s
Farm-in-the-Zoo, from April through November.
The workshops are by RSVP only and space is
limited. Send an email to RSVP@greencitymarket.
org to reserve your spot.
Market parking is available on Cannon Drive or
in the lot across from the Nature Museum. The following CTA bus routes also serve the indoor Market: the Northbound 151 Sheridan to the Southeast
corner of Fullerton Parkway and Stockton Drive, and
the 76 Diversey, which stops in front of the Museum
during Museum hours. The closest train stop is the
Fullerton Red/Brown/Purple line stop (walk east on
Fullerton to Cannon Drive).
For more information, contact the Green City
Market at 773-880-1266 or admin@chicagogreencitymarket.org, or visit www.chicagogreencitymarket.org.
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Attention, Sheffield neighbors!

D

o you enjoy receiving the Sheffield Neighborhood News? Do you enjoy seeing the planters on corners of our commercial streets?
Do you enjoy the neighborhood events? Do
you know that the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
works with the Aldermen’s offices and city departments
to help provide guidance on neighborhood needs? Do
you know that SNA is a volunteer group of residents
and businesses that work together to improve the
conditions of life, work, recreation, health, and safety
of our neighborhood? Would you like to receive e-mail
notices about neighborhood issues and events?
Please support SNA by becoming a member! Just
because you receive the Sheffield Neighborhood News
does not mean you are an SNA member. Read this issue of SNN to see all that SNA does for you!
For your convenience, you can pay the small fee by
check or credit card and renew for a one- or three-year
period.
SNA welcomes the following new members: John

SNA Business Members

Please shop locally and support the following SNA
business members:		

2 point perspective, inc.		
2120 N. Bissell
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack 2657 N. Clybourn
43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith
2523 N. Halsted
AHWA c/o 1154 Lill Studio*		
904 W. Armitage
All She Wrote			
825 W. Armitage
Armitage Racine Currency Exchange
1166 W. Armitage
Paula Arnett of Baird & Warner		
737 N. Michigan
Baker Construction Group		
2222 N. Elston #201
Bauhs Creative Group		
904 W. Webster
Beaumont Bar & Grill		
2020 N. Halsted
Carol Wolk Interiors			
2000 N. Clifton
Chicago Beverage Systems		
Children’s Memorial Hospital		
2300 Children’s Plaza
Christy Webber Landscapes		
2900 W. Ferdinand
City Suites			
933 W. Belmont
Cotelac				
1159 W. Webster
Dee’s Restaurant			
1114 W. Armitage
Dentistry for Children and Families
1721 N. Halsted
DePaul Library			
2350 N. Kenmore
DePaul University			
1 E. Jackson
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop		
2070 N. Clybourn
Dr. Lori Portnoy 			
954 W. Armitage
Faith & Whiskey			
1365 W. Fullerton
Family Pet Animal Hospital		
1401 W. Webster
Fifth Third Bank			
145 W. North
Floriole Bakery			
1220 W. Webster
General Iron Industries, Inc.		
1909 N. Clifton
Glascott & Associates		
2156 N. Halsted
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.		
2052 N. Seminary
Grand Street Gardens		
2200 W. Grand
Greater Little Rock Church		
834 W. Armitage
Hellman Frame Shop		
2152 N. Bissell
Home Depot			
2665 N. Halsted
ICM Properties			
1438 W. Belmont
John’s Place			
1200 W. Webster
K. Paige Salon			
956 W. Webster
Kelly’s Pub			
949 W. Webster
Kincade’s				
950 W. Armitage
Lakeshore Sport and Fitness		
1320 W. Fullerton
Laudi Vidni			
1007 W. Armitage
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
1925 N. Clybourn
Little Sisters of the Poor		
2325 N. Lakewood
Lori’s Designer Shoes		
824 W. Armitage
Majestic Hotel			
528 W. Brompton
Mario’s Place Barber Shop		
2347 N. Southport
McGee’s Tavern & Grille		
950 W. Webster
Milito Car Wash			
1106 W. Fullerton
Milito Mobil			
1106 W. Fullerton
My Corner Playroom			
2121 N. Clybourn
Nancy Krause Floral Design		
1101 W. Webster
Nookies Too, Inc.			
2114 N. Halsted
OSP: Original Smith Printing		
PNC Bank				
1640 W. Fullerton
Rinehart Design Group		
1236 W. Webster
Robinson’s #1 Ribs			
655 W. Armitage
Millie Rosenbloom of Baird & Warner
2762 N. Lincoln
Sai Café, Inc.			
2010 N. Sheffield
Sal’s Deli				
1013 W. Webster
Serpe Insurance			
2538 N. Lincoln
Sir Speedy				
1711 N. Clybourn
Spex				
2136 N. Halsted
St. James Lutheran Church & School
2101 N. Fremont
St. Josaphat Church			
2311 N. Southport
St. Vincent de Paul Center		
2145 N. Halsted
St. Vincent’s Church			
1010 W. Webster
State Restaurant & Café		
935 W. Webster
Stuff				
955 W. Webster
Tarantino’s			
1112 W. Armitage
The Local Option			
1102 W. Webster
The Poison Cup			
1128 W. Armitage
Treasure Island			
2121 N. Clybourn
Vrai Amour LLC			
953 W. Webster
Webster Pilates & Wellness Collective
1141 W. Webster
Webster’s Wine Bar			
1480 W. Webster
West End Dental			
1166 W. Armitage
Willows Hotel			
555 W. Surf
Zig Zag Kitchen			
2436 N. Lincoln
*Armitage Halsted Webster Association of merchants.

Giambarberee, Joyce V. Grier, John’s Place at 1200 W.
Webster, Ruth McNitt, The O’Toole Family, Stuff at 955
W. Webster, and Ryan Wolf.
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join.
Membership dues are: Family $20 1-year or $50 3-year;
Individual $15 1-year or $35 3-year, Senior $5 1-year or
$10 3-year, Business $25 1-year or $60 3-year. Please
complete the form below and mail it with your check to
the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you are a member but have
not received your membership window decal and would
like to display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.
Following is a list of current SNA members:
David and Rebecca Abramowitz
Dan and Andrea Ambrosino
Simon Amich and Liz Kores
Kimball and Karen Anderson
Ernest and Paula Arnett
Susan Arra
Rich Ashbeck
Alan and Jennifer Axelrod
Adele Bach
Rick and Jan Bail
Charlene Baizer
David Bassin
Wendy and Steve Beard
Tony Benedetto
Robert and Merilee Benson
Susan Benton
Paul and Kathy Berghoff
Michelle and Peter Bergren
Sol, Elena and Martin Berman
Alan Berry
Debbie and Frank Bianco
Steve and Marsha Birchard
Bob and Jo Birkmeyer
Hillary Bochniak
Commissioner Pedro Borrero
Bastiaan Bouma and Kathy Deane
Paul Boykas
Janet Brookman
Kieran Browne and Kathryn Bixby
Pete and Lindsey Burgeson
Commissioner Thomas G. Byrne
Dianne Campbell
Phil and MaryBeth Canfield
Eric and Jenny Carpenter
Patrick Casey and Judith Lauth Casey
Susan and Joe Castro
Stephen Cerrone
Jim and Linda Cherney
Michael J. Cino
Scott Cohen and Trisha Fotsch
Buell and Victoria Cole
Joe and Lori Cole
Annazette Collins
Barry and Lynn Collins
Dr. and Mrs. Weiser and Lacey Cordero
Cathryn and Jay Crookston
Walter and Carole Crowley
John Cullerton
Dan and Kathy Cummings
Vi Daley
John and Angela D’Antonio
Cory and Ben Daverman
Pat Dearing
Danielle and Harel Deutsch
Anthony and Laurie Dombrowski
Kevin Donnellon
Keith and Sheila Dorman
William and Kathy Doyle
Richard and Vicki DuFour
Dick Durbin
Elizabeth and Rik Duryea
Alisia Eckert
Sandy Edidin
Tim Egan
Ruthmarie and Walter Eisin
Jon Ekdahl and Marcia Opp
Tom and Salli Eley
Stephen Elpern
Honorable Rahm Emanuel
Stephen Engberg
Jim Fairhall
Gerald and Edith Falk

Diane Farwick
John Farwick
Gil and Marge Fauteux
Joel and Toni Fenchel
Harry and Barbara Flaxman
Jerry and Ann Fohrman
Hamish Forrest
Craig Freedman and Grace Tsau-Wu
Christopher and Rebecca Freeman
Richard E. Friedman
John A. Fritchey
John and Margaret Gadon
Wayne Gailis
Bridget Gainer
Paul Gallagher and Jeanne Gray
Leanne Galvin
David and Sheila Ganch
Katie Garber
Frances Gatziolis
Jim and Lori Gelbort
Charles and Nadine Gelman
John Giambarberee
Stephanie Gioiosa and Michael Mann
Robert and Sophie H Gordon
William Gordon
Susan and Ben Goren
Scott Gould
Philip Graff
Suzanne Green
Joyce V Grier
Peg Griffiths
George Gross and Lanni Guttman
Rachel and Steve Gross
Deborah Gubin
Paul and Jennifer Gunning
Michael and Jeanna Gunville
Laureen Haakinson and Nathan Luther
Mirja and Ted Haffner
Pat Haneline and Alan Kozikowski
Ben and Mary Hart
David and Diane Hathaway
Stacey Hawk
Patty Hayes
Anne Hebert
Dan and Beth Hermann
Bruce and Vicki Heyman
Mike and Stephanie Heyse
Susan Holtzman
Mike Holzer
Brian Horwood and Mary Beth Berkoff
Don Houde
Sharlen and Jack Hsu
David and Staci Hughes
Barbara Huyler
Ted Jadwin and Ellen Morris
Christopher and Vineeta Jaeger
Kathie Jagielo
Dino Jefferies
Walker and Carolyn Johnson
Arthur Johnston and Jose Pena
Ken and Julie Jones
Joyce Judah
Grace Kelly-Volk and Craig Volk
John and Polly Kelly
Ira and Marianne King
Senator Mark Kirk
Mary J. Klasen
Mary Kleihege and John Streur
David and Maxwell Kremin
Erica and Frank Kuhlmann
John and Laura Lag
Michelle A Laiss and Brian Lipner

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. LaRocco, Jr.
Carl and Jennifer Larson
Sharon Larson
Tom and Jeannie Lawson
Chris Lea
Evelyn M. Lee and J. Thomas Blount
Ronald and Geraldine Lenzi
Ronnie and Amy Lenzi
Warren and Sue Levins
Laurence Lewis and Nancy Bradt
Charles and Stephanie Linebaugh II
Bryan and Pam Lookatch
Stan and Kelley Lovelace
Paul and Kelli Lundy
Madelyn MacMahon
Donald MacNeil
Marilyn Major
Cinnamin Malone
George and Stephanie Mantis
Arthur and Elaine Margulis
Eric Mariani
Diann Marsalek
Kimberly Masius Frezados
Courtney and Matt Masterson
Philip Matsumura and F. Marion Hulett
David Matthews and Christine Struminski
Pamela McCabe
Michael McCaslin
Merilee McDougal
Jerry and Maureen McElvain
John and Pat McGowan
Pete and Claire McIntosh
Jason and Rochene McLinn
Ruth McNitt
Bill and Rosemary McNulty
Trina McRae
Sheila A. Mehigan
Derek Meier
Robert Metz
Joseph and Barbara Meyer
Bob and Jean Meyers
Chuck and Susan Michod
Richard C. Minto
David Montagano
Maureen Moran
Terry and Kelly Moran
Steve Moravec and Chandra Greer
Keith Morgan and Maureen Fannon
Michael Murphy
Delia and William Nau
John Nelson
Mary Newman
Jennifer Nijman and Steven Surdell
Steven and Sarah Noll
Robert and Victoria Noonan
Kathy Nowlin
David and Kristi Nuelle
Marty and Bonnie Oberman
Paul, Karin and Hallie O’Connor
John O’Donnell and Bonnie Humphrey
Chris and Charlene Olson
William O’Malley
Michael and Charlotte Oserman
O’Toole Family
Rodger Owen
Chris and Patricia Pagnucco
Sarah Pallone
Tom and Nancy Patterson
Ted and Kathy Pearson
Joe Perkowitz
Antigone and Lee Polite
David F. Prindable
Joseph and Caitlin Pultz
Mike Quigley/Lynora Dobry
Governor Pat Quinn
Ronald and Lois Raedeke
Bob Ramsay
Anne and Dick Raup
Luke and Margo Reese
Douglas Reichl and Erin Schertler
Joe and Laurie Reina
Nancy Reno-Shikoff
Diana Rich
Elizabeth and Tobin Richter
Tom Riley and Sylvia Pozarnsky
Nada Riley
Brandy Rinehart

Jennifer Ringblom and Steven Pazik
Elizabeth Rizer
John and Dale Roberts
Miriam Roberts
Jean Robinson
Judy Roth
Randy and Fiona Royer
Wayne and Mary Russell
Anthony Russomanno
Toshiko Sahara
James Sailer and Dr. Anne Marie Kudelka
John and Bev Sands
Chris and Kirsten Santiago
Joan Colleta-Sapp and Michael Sapp
Kim Schilf
Peter Schivarelli
Stacia Schlosser
Peter Schmitz and Bronwyn Poole
Andrew Schorr and Corey Fransway
Chris and Cathy Schuba
Kathy Schubert
Sgt. Cynthia Schumann
Fred Schwartz
Kent Shafer and Allison Salomon
Wally Shah and Elizabeth Ware
Carter and Jeffrey Sharfstein
Ty and Tammy Sherman
Len Siegal and Cathy Stix
Sam and Alyse Siegel
Garett and Kori Skiba
Daniel and Caryn Smietana
Derrick Smith
Michele Smith
Stephen and Susan Smith
Steve Smith
William Spence
Susan and Tom Staab
Steve and Lois Stack
Adlai and Nancy Stevenson
Eric and Andrea Stevenson
Beth Stockli and Patrick Kennedy
Howard and Audrey Stovall
Terry Sullivan
JoAnna and Jim Sunderland Jr
John and Jill Svoboda
Marena Swenson
Michael Swinger and Colleen Sheehan
Hillary and Keith Szanto
Les Teichner and Doris Ayres
Walt and Kate Templin
Erich and Janice Teske
Ingeborg and Otto Teske
Sandra Tice
Barton and Jennifer Tretheway
Dr. Edward Tuder
Beth and David Tulipan
Thomas Tully
Hollis and Alvan Turner
James and Renee Tyree
David Unger and Rebecca Soldwisch
Linda Vaintrub
David and Martha Vandenburg
Daniel Varanauski
John and Marcia Volk
Bob and Robin von Halle
Bill and Deborah Vonderhaar
Kara Walsh
Regina Waters
Charles and Leah Wheelan
Mary Alice Wheeler
Bill and Susan White
Jesse White
Ann Williams
J. Lance Williams
Monica and Jeff Williams
Kimberly and Thomas Williamson
Adam Winick
Ron and Linda Wolf
Ryan Wolf
Steve and Barb Wolf
Christopher Wolvoord
Ted Wrobleski
Ted Wysocki
Ivan and Candace Yee
James and Katherine Zartman
Mike and Judy Zeddies
Marie Zenere

Sheffield Garden Walk
& Festival
July 21-22, 2012

How can I....

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?
		

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
			
One Year
Three Years			
One Year
Family membership
$20
$50		
Senior membership $5 		
Individual membership $15
$35		
Business membership $25		

Three Years
$10
$60

Credit Card __MasterCard __Visa __Discover Card
Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number					
Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:						
E-mail:
Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614
or fax to: 312-592-7565 if using credit card.
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A fond goodbye to Children’s Memorial
BY TED WROBLESKI

A

s most neighbors are aware, Children’s Memorial Hospital will be moving from Lincoln
Park to its new hospital on Chicago Avenue
in Streeterville in June. Moving day, involving hundreds of patients, staff, and volunteers, will be
June 9, 2012. Fullerton Avenue and southbound Lake
Shore Drive will be closed for the movement of ambulances and other vehicles from one hospital to the other. Rules require that a hospital move be completed on
one day. As has been reported in SNN and elsewhere,
once the hospital has moved, the old hospital building
will need to be decommissioned and eventually will be
demolished for a new development. Some of the buildings, such as the research building on Halsted north
of Fullerton, will remain and continue to be used by
Children’s. Children’s has designated McCaffrey Interests, Inc., to work on the development of the remaining
hospital properties. McCaffrey has presented a preliminary proposal for a mix of commercial and residential
uses on the property. It includes the reuse and renovation of some of the older buildings and the construction
of apartments where the main hospital building now
stands and commercial uses along Lincoln Avenue.
Meanwhile, Lincoln Park will be losing one of its
oldest and greatest institutions. Children’s was founded
in 1882 at the corner of Belden and Halsted by Julia

Foster Porter as Maurice Porter Memorial Hospital,
named after her nephew, who died as a child. It was
renamed Children’s Memorial Hospital in 1903. To
recognize Children’s and all that it has meant to Lincoln Park and to Chicago, the Lincoln Park Community
Research Initiative (LPCRI) will devote its Spring Program to memories of Children’s Memorial Hospital. The
program is tentatively set for April 24 at the DePaul University Student Center, Room 120, Belden and Sheffield.
We will examine the history of hospitals in Lincoln Park
in general, including those that have closed or moved
elsewhere. The program will focus on Children’s Memorial in particular and the way its growth and development over the years related to the treatment of children
and their illnesses in Chicago and around the world.
The program will also relate the experience of the
children who were patients, their families, and the physicians, nurses and other staff who served them. Look for
more information about this program in upcoming months.
The LPCRI is a combined effort of DePaul University
and the community to preserve and promote awareness
of the Lincoln Park neighborhood, including the collection of items for the Lincoln Park archives at the DePaul
University library, sponsoring of research and conducting
two programs each year relating to Lincoln Park and its
history. The fall program featured Lincoln Park and Chicago artists at the new DePaul University Art Museum.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.

2011 Sheffield* real estate transactions
BY PAULA ARNETT

I

n the November/December 2011 issue of SNN,
foreclosures and short sales that occurred in the
Sheffield* neighborhood in 2011 were featured.
The column titled “Property Location” should
have read “Property Block.” The single family shortsale home was not located at 900 W. Webster, but
in the 900 block of Webster; the property had been
vacant and on the market for 770 days.
Transaction Summary
In 2011, 137 real estate transactions occurred in the
neighborhood, an increase of about 5% over the prior
year’s total number of 130. The accompanying chart
shows the number of transactions and average selling
prices for the past 10 years.
The number of single-family sales in 2011 was 39,
an increase of 22% over 2010’s 32. The average selling
price of a single-family home in 2011 of $1,493,888
decreased by 6% from 2010’s $1,556,164. In contrast,
2009, the year with the lowest number of transactions,
saw the highest average selling price of a single-family
home at $1,919,212.
Condo sales of 84 for 2011 are very close to the 86
sold in 2010. The average selling price of a condo in
2011 was $459,062, an increase of 4% over the average selling price of $442,360 in 2010. Overall, condo
sales have experienced the most significant decrease
transactions: in 2002, 186 condos sold. However, as
with single-family sales, 2009, the year with the lowest
number of transactions, saw the highest average selling
price of a condo at $508,984.

Multi-unit transactions have resumed, with 12 selling
in 2011 and 11 selling in 2010, when only one sold in
2009. However, the average selling price dropped to
$807,792 in 2011, 23% down from $992,682 in 2010.
Two vacant land transactions occurred in 2011.
An important note for Sheffield landlords and tenants:
The City of Chicago Residential Landlord and Tenant Ordinance (RLTO) requires the City Comptroller to set the rate
of interest to be paid on security deposits held by landlords.
The rate is calculated annually based on a formula tied
to actual market rates. The new rate for 2012 of 0.057%
applies to all residential rental agreements in which the
lease term begins from January 1, 2012 to December 31,
2012. The amount of interest paid on security deposits is
determined by the rate in effect on the date the lease term
commences. Owner-occupied buildings of six or fewer
units are not required to pay interest on security deposits.
City code requires that a general summary of the RLTO and
a separate summary on security deposits, including the
required rate of interest, be attached to each lease. Effective
January 1, 2012, there is a new requirement for ‘changing
or re-keying locks’ with each new tenant. If you would like
a copy of the revised summary, please let me know.
FYIs
A single-family property in the 2100 block of Fremont
that sold for $890,000 in November 2011 has been
torn down and new construction has begun, priced at
$3,000,000. The former “cop bar” in the 1300 block
of Webster that sold for $512,500 in October 2011 has
been torn down and replaced with two newly constructed condos, priced at $775,000 for #1 and $895,000 for
#2; both are under contract.
My 14th Annual 2011 Sheffield Neighborhood Real
Estate Market Report will be published soon, and many
more details and statistics will be included. If you would
like a copy of this report or a previous report, please contact me at 773-294-1822 or paula@paulaarnett.com.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, and a Broker Associate with Baird & Warner specializing in residential real
estate sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East, and the Chicago
River on the West.

Number of Sheffield Neighborhood Real Estate Transactions**
		
Total		

2011
137

2010
130

2009
118

2008
135

2007
194

2006
211

						
2005
2004
2003
2002
256
257
245
249

Single Family		
39
32
26
34
40
38
49
47
avg selling price
$1,493,888 $1,556,164 $1,919,212 $1,814,071 $1,656,591 $1,686,151 $1,430,980 $1,358,023
										
Condominium
84
86
90
91
140
165
184
182
avg selling price
$459,062
$442,360
$508,984
$494,075
$497,184
$489,537
$468,106
$446,195
										
Multi-Unit		
12
11
1
10
11
6
19
25
avg selling price
$807,792
$992,682
$1,397,000 $973,845
$1,039,675 $1,024,083 $1,016,000 $935,601

36
45
$1,086,146 $1,141,997

Vacant Land		
avg selling price

2
4
$1,260,833 $680,000

2
$967,500

1
$775,000

1
$350,000

0
$0

3
$983,333

2
4
3
$1,790,000 $1,031,250 $918,333

** Compiled from Midwest Real Estate Data LLC/2011 data on January 9, 2012.

195
$415,182

186
$395,224

12
$767,667

14
$754,946

Join the young professionals

N

ew on the scene is the Young Professionals group of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society, which has an impressive and
long history of helping the poor in Chicago. The group is conducting a membership
drive. Learn more at http://www.linkedin.com/
groups?viewMembers=&gid=4219241 or send an
email to MichaelJCino@ymail.com.

