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SNA thanks teachers, volunteers at 2012 Annual Meeting
Photos for SNN by Fiona Royer

BY JAY BECKER

L

ocal volunteers and teachers were spotlighted
at the Sheffield Neighborhood Association’s
2012 Annual Meeting, held February 9 at St.
James Lutheran Church, Fremont and Dickens.
Every SNA Annual Meeting features the election of
SNA officers and directors for the year. Elected for 2012
were: President, Dan Hermann; First Vice President, Ted
Wrobleski; Second Vice President, Judith Lauth Casey;
Treasurer, Robert Birkmeyer; Assistant Treasurer, Randall
Royer; Secretary, Bas Bouma.
Elected as director with a term expiring in 2013 was
Stephanie Linebaugh. Elected as directors with terms
expiring in 2015 were Peter Burgeson, Patty Hayes, John
D’Antonio, and Hilliary Szanto. The following people
will continue as directors: Lisa Elkins, David Bassin,
John Roberts, Tony Russomanno, Paula Arnett, Malcolm
Lambe, Eric Mariani, Steve Gross, and Phil Piazza.
43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith was the first
speaker. She reported that about 650 Sheffield residents
came to the Chicago City Council public meeting on
redistricting the city’s aldermanic wards. Smith also
said that she is working on development issues, including the fate of the Children’s Memorial Hospital site.
She pledged to support community schools and parks,

Be a manager for the
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival

I

f you want to take a more active role in this
year’s Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival, July 2122, we need managers for the following areas.
1. Patrons’ Party. This annual event will be
held June 1 and provides seed money for the Garden
Walk. It is hosted by a neighborhood residence or
business. Patrons are asked to donate an amount between $50 and $200, with the proceeds going to the
garden walk. Patrons are asked to bring an appetizer.
All beverages are provided. The manager responsibilities include finding a party host (we do have several
possibilities), sending out the invitations, collecting
the donations, and organizing any volunteers to help
with the set-up and clean-up.
2. Gates. The gate managers supervise the collections and the volunteers at either of the entry gates
(Belden and Sheffield or Sheffield and Webster).
3. Guide Book Coordinator. The guide book
coordinator interfaces with the people responsible for
writing the various sections of the guide book, which
is distributed to the guests coming to the garden
walk. This person also makes sure that everything is
submitted to the printer per the schedule.
All managers attend monthly meetings as well
as confirm volunteer times with their respective
volunteers and will receive an official Garden Walk
shirt and the thrill of helping to make the Sheffield
Garden Walk & Festival the best summer festival in
Chicago.
If you are interested, please contact either Laury
Lewis at lbl1948@yahoo.com or Richard Ashbeck at
rtashbeck@aol.com.
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Neighbors oppose
closing of Kenmore
—Planning Report
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SNA President Dan Hermann addresses the Annual Meeting.

including Oscar Mayer School and Trebes Park.
SNA President Dan Hermann reported that SNA donated $22,500 to 18 organizations in 2011.
Reports from SNA committees began with Parks

43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith outlines her plans.

& Beautification Chair/Garden Walk & Festival CoChair Laury Lewis, who described the work that SNA
has done on Sheffield’s community parks, Trebes Park
and Clover Playlot, and thanked Trebes Park Advisory
Continued on page 8

The 44th Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival needs you
BY LAURY LEWIS AND RICHARD ASHBECK

T

he 44th Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival
will be held July 21-22. For many, this event is
the best way to meet your neighbors and learn
how the Sheffield neighborhood functions. Did
you know the Garden Walk is the largest all-volunteer
organized festival in the Chicago area? The easiest way
to become involved is to volunteer as a Manager or
just volunteer for a couple of hours to sell tickets, serve
beverages, staff gates, assist in Kids’ Corner, or guide
architectural tours. Regardless of which you choose, you
are guaranteed to have a lot of fun. Consider volunteering with your friends or family and working the same shift
together. Your efforts will help the Sheffield Neighborhood Association raise money to fund the charitable and
service projects in the neighborhood.
Did you know that the Sheffield neighborhood boasts
four Chicago landmark districts and that a portion of
the neighborhood is part of a National Historic District?
So it is no surprise that a perennially popular activity
during the Garden Walk is the architectural tours guided
by volunteers trained by our architectural tour manager,
Polly Kelly, a long-time resident and a former docent for
the Chicago Architectural Foundation. Learn more about
your neighborhood and give a guided tour. We have a
strong need for architectural tour guides this year. Volunteers will receive training from Polly. If you are interested,
please contact her at jpk2200@sbcglobal.net.
Over the last 20 years, more than $400,000 of the
Garden Walk proceeds have enabled substantial renovations to Trebes Park and Clover Playlot. SNA was the first
to pay for and install a wrought-iron fence around a public park in the city. Additional improvements in the parks
have included playground equipment, benches, lighting
and the award-winning perennial garden at Trebes Park.
All these improvements were made possible by the Garden Walk and the efforts of our volunteers.
For several years, many visitors to the Sheffield
neighborhood have noticed the colorful sidewalk planters
along Halsted, Armitage, Webster, and Clybourn during

Top local teachers
honored by SNA
at Annual Meeting
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the summer as well as during the winter. The installation, planting, and maintenance of these planters was
funded with Garden Walk proceeds. The only thing received from the City of Chicago has been compliments
about how beautiful they make the public walkways.
The planters currently are maintained by a partnership
between SNA and A. Finkl & Sons.
Oscar Mayer School, St. James School, St. Josaphat’s
School, and Lincoln Park High School as well as more
than 10 other Lincoln Park charities and service organizations are annual beneficiaries of profits derived from
the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival. Since 2000, over
$250,000 has been donated to these organizations.
If you want to be involved in the Garden Walk,
please contact either Laury Lewis at lbl1948@yahoo.
com or Richard Ashbeck at rtashbeck@aol.com. Please
join us!
Laury Lewis is SNA Past President and a current Board
member, Beautification Chair and Sheffield Garden
Walk & Festival Co-Chair. Richard Ashbeck is Sheffield
Garden Walk & Festival Co-Chair.

Help improve Sheffield’s
community parks

T

he Trebes Park/Clover Playlot Park Advisory
Councils will hold a joint community meeting on Monday, March 19, at 6 pm in room
116 of the Oscar Mayer School on Belden
between Clifton and Racine. Enter through the
Belden gym entrance near Racine; the meeting room
is next door to the gym.
The focus of this community meeting will be the
ongoing maintenance of the parks as well as planning and updating the park and playground development. All community members and parents of local
school children are invited to attend and participate. If you have any questions or want to participate,
contact either Tom Lawson, tom.lawson@att.net, or
Laury Lewis, LBL1948@yahoo.com.

SNA donations
support schools,
local organizations
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Mario’s Barbershop
celebrates 25 years
—Sheffield’s Businesses
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Sidewalk cafés
enliven Sheffield
BY PATTY HAYES
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Neighbors oppose closure of Kenmore
BY TED WROBLESKI

D

Fullerton
Halsted

A

t the recent Sheffield Neighborhood
Association Annual Meeting, SNA
elected Board members and officers. We welcome one new board
member, Hilliary Szanto, who was elected to
fill a vacated position. In addition, the majority of the officers of SNA stayed in place for
another term. The current officers are Dan
Hermann, President; Ted Wrobleski, First Vice
President; Judith Lauth Casey, Second Vice
President; Randy Royer, Treasurer; Bob Birkmeyer, Assistant Treasurer; and Bas Bouma,
Secretary.
We appreciate the commitment of all of
our Board members (see the full list at right) in
their service to the Sheffield community and
look forward to another successful year for
the SNA.
—Dan Hermann, SNA President

Neighborhood News
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Thanks to the
SNA Board

Sheffield

Riv

ePaul University received a decidedly negative
reception from the community to its proposal
to vacate Kenmore Avenue between Belden
and Fullerton and to make it part of the Lincoln
Park campus.
At the urging of 32nd Ward Alderman Scott
Waguespack and the community representatives on the
DePaul Neighborhood Advisory Committee including
the Sheffield Neighborhood Association representatives,
DePaul University held a community meeting on March 5
to discuss its plans for a trial closure of Kenmore to determine its impact on traffic and parking in the area. DePaul’s traffic consultants planned to measure the impact by
having Kenmore temporarily closed for the month of April
between Belden and Fullerton and comparing that to the
traffic measurements they are presently making on the
street while it is open.
However, approximately 30 neighbors attended
the meeting and questioned the entire concept of closing Kenmore. The neighbors noted the increasing traffic
congestion on Sheffield and complained that DePaul
and the city have done little or nothing to alleviate the
problem. The consensus was that closing Kenmore
would just make things worse. There has been a proposal
on the boards for the widening of Sheffield at Fullerton
to help facilitate right- and left-hand turns at that corner.
However, nothing has been done to put that plan into
place. DePaul’s representatives indicated that the Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) has not been
willing to go ahead with such a plan at this time but that
DePaul was willing to do its share in such a project. They
also complained about the student crossings at Belden
and Sheffield. The recent “bump-outs” at the corner have
been some improvement for pedestrians but do little to
help the flow of vehicular traffic. DePaul noted that it
paid for these bump-outs that were recommended by
CDOT. CDOT did not think a stoplight or crossing guards
were appropriate for this corner. The neighbors demanded that measures be taken to improve traffic on Sheffield
before any street closing is even considered.
The neighbors also complained that DePaul had no
plan for replacing the 46 parking spaces that would be
eliminated. They are concerned that the loss of on-street
parking will cause more DePaul students and possibly
CTA commuters who park on that street to park on adjacent blocks in the neighborhood. They were critical of
DePaul because they feel it does not do an adequate job
of persuading its students and staff to park in the underutilized parking garage on Clifton. Some suggested that
parking in the garage should be free for students and staff.
The neighbors recognized that years ago when
Seminary Avenue was vacated it made a substantial difference in the improvement for the University in creating a “quad” in the middle of the Lincoln Park campus
and many acknowledged that it was worth the loss of

the street. The neighbors generally acknowledge the
overall positive impact of DePaul in the neighborhood
and its part in the revitalization that has occurred.
However, they believe that DePaul has not demonstrated that closing Kenmore would be of anything
near a comparable benefit to DePaul as was Seminary.
Other than making it easier for students to cross from
the buildings on the west side of the street to the new
Academic Building, it does not seem to have any great
potential impact on improving the campus. With perhaps a “speed table” such as the one installed recently
at Belden and Lincoln Park West near the zoo and some
landscaping, DePaul could improve this part of its campus without a complete street closure.
While they were surprised by the negative reaction,
Vice Presidents Bob Kozoman and Bob Janis indicated
that they were appreciative of the frank remarks of the
neighbors and would report back to the DePaul administration about the community’s concerns. They were
not sure under these circumstances whether or how
DePaul would proceed. Vacating the street requires
city approval and the support of the alderman. While
this part of Kenmore is now in the 32nd Ward, it will
become part of the 43rd Ward under the new remap
boundaries. When that transition will take place is
uncertain. Many of the neighbors at the meeting
indicated that they would be calling both Alderman
Waguespack and Alderman Smith to express their opposition to closing Kenmore. The SNA will continue to
monitor this situation closely and our representatives
are sure to be discussing this at the next Neighborhood
Advisory Committee meeting with DePaul. At present,
the vacating of Kenmore Avenue appears to be a lot
less likely than it seemed to be before the community
meeting.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.

go

April 24, Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative Spring Program,
Room 120, DePaul Student Center.
May 1, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
June 1, Friday, SNA Patrons’ Party.
June 5, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
July 3, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
July 20, Friday, Sheffield Garden Walk President’s Party.
July 21-22, Saturday-Sunday, 44th Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival, Sheffield and
Webster.
August 7, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
September 4, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
October 2, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
November 6, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
November (date TBA), SNA Spaghetti Dinner.
December 4, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
Check SNN, call 773-929-9255, or visit the
SNA website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
to learn more about these and other neighborhood events.

PLANNING REPORT
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Calendar
April 3, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
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Ch

almy weather, Sheffield Garden Walk &
Festival preparations, and soon-to-be “shouts
of school’s out” mark the beginning of summer and the appearance of sidewalk cafés
throughout the neighborhood.
Sidewalk cafes don’t just appear; the City of
Chicago imposes strict guidelines on the operators of
sidewalk cafes.
The sidewalk café season runs from March 1
through December 1. A business seeking approval must
submit a detailed application, including the exact length
and width of the proposed sidewalk café area, photographs, seating plan, and landscaping requirements. The
application must include the Alderman’s signature.
A sidewalk café operator must hold a valid retail
food establishment license, and food must be offered
for sale during the hours of operation. Only alcoholic
beverages sold by the operator are allowed at sidewalk
cafes. A café cannot operate “BYOB.”
The city expects sidewalk cafés to enhance the
neighborhood. The landscaping requirements of the
ordinance are very specific. At least 50% of the café
boundary must be covered with planter boxes of a
minimum size and contain live plants.
The Sheffield neighborhood sidewalk café hours of
operation are 8 am to 10 pm. Music is not permitted at
any sidewalk café.
Unlike other licenses, sidewalk café licenses require an annual reapplication.
Sidewalk cafes are usually very welcomed by our
neighborhood. However, should a business not comply
with the City’s strict guidelines of sidewalk café operations, a fine of $200 to $500 will be issued for each
offense.
A community meeting was held on July 26, 2011,
at the St. Vincent DePaul Parish Center to discuss a new
application for the Sheffield neighborhood for Jam ‘N
Honey at 958 W. Webster. The hours of operation will
be 8 am to 10 pm. Many community members attended the meeting and had very positive comments about
the addition of Jam ‘N Honey’s sidewalk café. Based
upon this community input and the recommendation of
the Neighborhood Relations Committee, the SNA board
voted at its August 2011 meeting not to object to the
application for a café at Jam ‘N Honey. The sidewalk
café was approved by the 43rd Ward Alderman and the
City Council. Jam ‘N Honey has applied for the 2012
sidewalk café season.
The Sheffield neighborhood’s sidewalk cafés this
past season included: Starbucks (Webster/Halsted), McGee’s, Tarantino’s, Ja Grill, Sai Café, Athenia, Glascott’s,
Argo Tea, Hanabi, John’s Place, El’s Kitchen, Sal’s Deli,
and Webster’s Wine Bar.
Patty Hayes chairs SNA’s Neighborhood Relations Committee.

Sheffield Neighborhood News

Armitage

Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
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Top teachers honored at SNA Annual Meeting
Photo for SNN by Fiona Royer

BY STEPHANIE LINEBAUGH

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association
honored four outstanding teachers from our
neighborhood schools at its Annual Meeting
on February 9. After reviewing several nominations for deserving teachers, SNA selected the following
people to receive this year’s SNA Educator Awards:
Bronwyn Azzarello. Nominations were received
from the principal, parents, peers, and students for
an extraordinary third-grade teacher from St. Josaphat
School, Bronwyn Azzarello. This is her second year
teaching at St. Josaphat. Ms. Azzarello has been an
educator for more than 10 years and is exceptional for
many reasons. She cares about her students and makes
the effort to personally connect with each of them. She
is a dedicated teacher who goes above and beyond in
her teaching, as she teaches the “whole” child: socially, emotionally, and academically. Mrs. Azzarello
exercises humor, patience, and knowledge into each
lesson. As stated best by one of her students: “There
are a lot of reasons why my third-grade teacher, Mrs.
Azzarello, should be selected. First, she is kind, sweet,
and nice. For example, if we make a mistake, then she
will try to cheer us up and she tries to help us get the
right answer. She encourages us to do our best. When
someone in our class doesn’t feel good or is sad, she
says something funny and makes us laugh. We all feel
better. She enjoys us telling her about our trips over the
summer and during the year. I really feel like she cares
about me and what I do.” These are just some examples
of why Mrs. Azzarello is receiving this year’s SNA Educator Award.
Mary Enda Tookey. Mary Enda Tookey is the IB coordinator and Theory of Knowledge teacher at Lincoln
Park High School. Ms. Tookey works tirelessly for the
students. She is at school more than 60 hours per week
to make sure the IB program is running smoothly. In
her Theory of Knowledge class, she teaches students to
read critically, to think independently and creatively,
and to write well. She shows them how to connect
ideas from multiple disciplines into well-reasoned arguments. She knows every student and their family well
and will not accept anything less than the best from
every student. She also trains and mentors the teachers
in the IB program. Since our IB teachers teach in all of
our programs, Ms. Tookey’s impact is felt by the entire
school. She is one of the cornerstones of LPHS’s success.
Kristin Cornelius. Kristin Cornelius is in her fourth

SNA President Dan Hermann (l) and SNA Schools Committee
Chair Stephanie Linebaugh (r) with winners of this year’s SNA
Educator Awards.

year of teaching second grade at St. James School and
is a hard-working and focused educator. She excels at
classroom management, as evidenced by the smooth
transition first-graders make when coming to her classroom in the fall. An annual highlight of her year is the
Coffeehouse Poetry Day, in which second graders get
dressed up and perform for parents and the student body.
Her kids read aloud their own poetry to the delight of the
audience.
Maggie Mulcahy. Maggie Mulcahy is an Elementary
I teacher at Oscar Mayer Magnet School. Oscar Mayer
Magnet has a Montessori program, and in the Elementary
I classroom ages span from 6 through 9 years. On behalf
of many OM parents, Maggie Mulcahy was nominated
for the SNA Educator Award. From the smallest details
in her classroom or on a homework response, to the bigger picture in the attention she offers her students, she
manages to make each child in her class feel special and
appreciated for who they are. She is devoted to creating a
learning environment in which her kids can work at their
own pace and thrive both academically and socially.  
Beyond academics, she displays an unparalleled commitment to help her children respect individual differences,
support one another, and become better citizens in their
school and in their world. For example, she promotes
carefully chosen messages to read aloud with them and
she uses parent reader events as opportunities to learn
about and discuss relevant themes central to their lives,
such as bullying, kindness, cultural differences, special
needs, etc.   Her willingness and devotion to better the
school are endless.
We are fortunate to have these outstanding teachers
in our community.
Stephanie Linebaugh chairs SNA’s Schools Committee.

Porch and deck safety measures

T

he City of Chicago warns residents of the danger of overloading porches or decks with
people, grills, or heavy lawn furniture. The warning emphasizes that porches are designed to provide ingress and egress to dwelling units and not to serve as storage areas
or venues for large parties. Property owners, landlords, and tenants share the responsibility of maintaining a safe environment.
This warning is especially important for those of you who plan summer parties, especially
during the July 21-22 Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.
The warning enumerates signs of a structurally unsound porch or deck system:
• Decks pulling away from the exterior wall
• Weak footing at ground level
• Extensive exterior peeling paint
• Loose handrails
• Cracked or rotted members (e.g., steps, handrails, decking)
• Leaking roof structures, gutters, and downspouts above the system
• Loose and rotting decking and floor joists
• Improper connection of structural members (e.g., upright and lookouts)
• Balusters improperly installed and maintained
The Chicago Building Code establishes the standards for porch and deck construction.
The city recommends hiring a licensed contractor with extensive experience building or
repairing porches and decks. The building owner bears the ultimate responsibility for obtaining a building permit to install or repair a porch or deck, however. Architectural drawings may be required: porch and deck prototype construction guidelines and standards are
available.
For additional information about porch and deck safety, including a guide to maintenance
and evaluation, guides to design, and Porch FAQs, visit www.cityofchicago.org, or contact the
Department of Buildings at 312-744-3600 or buildings@cityofchicago.org. Most important,
report signs of structural problems to 311; a building inspector then will investigate.

Sheffield Garden
Walk
& Festival
July 21-22, 2012
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SNA donations support schools, community organizations

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association annually donates funds to local schools and
community organizations that do good work
in and around our neighborhood. We’ve asked
some of the recipients of these donations to explain
what they do:
Christopher House
Christopher House is a catalyst for helping at-risk children, from birth to age 18, thrive by taking a comprehensive approach to education and creating lifelong
learners. We focus on each child’s overall growth and
development, which has a positive, measurable impact
on their ability to succeed. Understanding that educating the child is not enough, we also provide supportive
services to the entire family that help build stability and
self-sufficiency. We serve more than 3,600 children
and family members every year through our five sites
on Chicago’s north and west sides. As a Christopher
House donor, you help us sustain our commitment to
helping families thrive through high-quality early childhood education, school age and youth development
programs, college and career preparation, prenatal and
parent education, food pantry and more.
Why are we successful? At Christopher House,
we focus on results. We have carefully defined the
outcomes that we expect our programs to achieve and

concern for the low quality of and potentially damaging
messages in children’s films. For more than 25 years,
Facets has produced the CICFF and has set new standards
for what children’s festivals can achieve. The Festival features 250 of the best films for children from over 40
countries. More than 100 filmmakers, media professionals, and celebrities attend to lead workshops. As the largest and longest running children’s film festival in the U.S.,
the CICFF discovers the best in world cinema, raising the
bar for multi-cultural, quality programming. The festival
opens young eyes and minds to new ideas, new cultures,
and new worlds. Out of the festival evolved much needed
media education programs for area schools.
In today’s world, children spend nearly 2,000 hours
annually with media, while only spending 900 hours in
school. Facets’ important media education programs
teach students to manage their media intake and become
self-selective as they interact in the digital world. Facets’
educators also instruct children to create animated films
using computer software and hold a summer immersion
camp in which student teams create their own action
film. Facets is committed to educating young people
about the messages in, the creation of, and the uses for
media.
Media is a pervasive part of children’s lives, and Facets is pleased to serve area students with innovative programming. Once again, we extend our sincere gratitude
to the SNA for helping make these education programs a
success.

showers, laundry, and basic case management. The
goal is to begin the change process with these individuals by engaging them in ongoing services, including
interim housing.
To find out more about the Lincoln Park Community Shelter, please visit our website: www.lpcsonline.
org. If you would like to volunteer at LPCS, contact Elli
Krandel at 773-549-6111 or email her at LPCSinfo@
LPCSonline.org
Little Sisters Of The Poor
Have you ever driven or walked past a brick building
at the northwest corner of Belden and Lakewood and
wondered what was inside? The place is called St.
Mary’s — an assisted-living facility for 150 seniors who
have very little financial resources. And around the
corner on Racine is a second building – an apartment
complex providing independent living for low-income
seniors.
St. Mary’s is one of the safest, cleanest, and most
highly rated homes for the elderly in Chicago. The

Greater Little Rock-The Lord’s Church
Housed at 834 W. Armitage since 1963, Greater Little
Rock-The Lord’s Church features the preaching of founder
and senior pastor LeRoy Davenport. In 2011, the church
used SNA’s donation to remodel men’s and women’s restrooms and to hold a back-to-school picnic for children
(including some new clothes).

Christopher House’s newest Family Resource Center is located in Logan Square.

have developed metrics to ensure that we achieve
them. We track goal achievement through over 50 outcomes, indicators and benchmarks that are measured
on an ongoing basis and analyzed annually.
We are excited to announce an expansion in our
program. In spring 2010, Christopher House secured
property for our new Belmont Cragin Family Resource
Center. At full capacity, our new center will serve over
500 families per year and house our administrative
offices. We will be the first center-based provider of
Early Head Start in the neighborhood, and our center
will offer our full range of services. We are projected to
open in 2013. In addition, Christopher House will be
extending our academic support to children by opening a Charter School in fall 2013. Continued growth
and success is the formula for Christopher House in the
years to come, as we keep our commitment to lowincome children and families by helping them thrive.
Facets Multi-Media, Inc.
Facets Multi-Media, producer of the Chicago International Children’s Film Festival (CICFF), has been a part
of the cultural landscape for 37 years. This year, Facets
extends its gratitude to the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association for its support. Without organizations such
as SNA, Facets could not deliver much-needed media
education programs.
Facets started the Children’s Film Festival out of

Young people learn to create films at Facets Multi-Media, Inc.

Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative
Lincoln Park community members have always had a
strong sense of place and their role as community builders, innovators and “history makers.” For that reason,
when the Research Initiative was formed in 1999 during
DePaul University’s Centennial year, it was a perfect time
to not only celebrate the University’s shared history with
the Lincoln Park community, but to make sure that rich
history was preserved.
For almost 14 years, the Research Initiative has
worked very hard to continue to build the Lincoln Park
community archives housed in the university’s Richardson
Library. In order to highlight the history of the community
and encourage contributions to the archives, the Research
Initiative presents programs twice a year on some aspect
of life in Lincoln Park, past and present. On April 24, the
spring program will focus on the history of Children’s Memorial Hospital, which seemed very appropriate, since
Children’s will be moving in June.
All Research Initiative programs are open and free to
the community; however, there are actually many costs
associated with the programs. If it were not for the grants
from the Sheffield Neighborhood Association and others,
the programs would not be possible. With these grants,
we are able to achieve our goals to preserve and celebrate the history of Lincoln Park.
Lincoln Park Community Shelter
The Lincoln Park Community Shelter (LPCS) opened the
doors to its first homeless guests 27 years ago. The idea
for a neighborhood shelter was first formed when a group
of neighbors got together to discuss a way they could
help the homeless in their community. The mission of
the LPCS is to bring the community together to empower
homeless men and women to make life changes. First
opened in 1985, the LPCS is entirely privately funded and
volunteer-driven. Truly a community-based organization,
the LPCS has always been operated by an annual pool of
more than 1,500 volunteers.
The LPCS provides its guests with three meals per
day, safe and comfortable accommodations, referrals
to job training programs, and even in-house life-skills
classes on topics such as financial management. Monies donated by the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
will be used fund the Community Engagement Program
(CEP). CEP provides low-demand basic services and
hospitality to homeless individuals or those at risk of
homelessness in the community. Guests at CEP have
access to a hot meal, food pantry and clothing closet,

Enjoying the sites during the Chicago Architectural Boat Tour.

Little Sisters of the Poor operate and manage the home
to provide a loving and caring place where people of
all religions feel like family and are treated with dignity
and respect. They rely on the support of the community to help with the resources needed to continue their
work as they have for 136 years in Chicago.
The Little Sisters enjoy being a part of the community, meeting their neighbors and welcoming them
to their home. They are truly grateful to the SNA for its
generous support of their mission. SNA’s kindness provides activities to enhance the lives of their residents.
These activities include outings to local museums and
other cultural events, visits to theater and music venues,
as well as picnics and ice-cream socials.
St. Mary’s doors are always open. Call 773-9359600 or visit www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org for
additional information. Thank you, SNA.
Oscar Mayer Magnet School
Mayer Magnet is in the sixth year of a dramatic, dynamic, and exhilarating transformation. And this past
year, we saw massive excitement! In January 2011, we
became authorized to offer the Middle Years Program
of the International Baccalaureate (MYP IB). This

The Friends of Mayer’s annual Wellness-in-Motion Walk-AThon will be held May 4.
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authorization provides us with the distinction of being
an IB World School, an accomplishment provided to
only 3,000 schools worldwide. MYP IB is a program of
global education designed to help students develop the
knowledge, understanding, attitudes, and skills necessary to participate actively and responsibly in a changing world. The authorization team commended Mayer
for the quality of leadership and learning exhibited by
our middle-grade students. Then in March, visitors from
around the world who attended the American Montessori Society Conference in Chicago came to Mayer to
see our Montessori program first-hand. We were thrilled
to showcase our dedicated teachers and the families
who so consistently support us. Finally (and fabulously),
this past September, we opened three more Montessori
classrooms, giving the school 17 rooms where children are thriving in an environment that supports each
child’s unique development.
In addition, funds donated by the Sheffield Neighborhood Association have helped us to maintain a firstclass Fine Arts program. Beginning in Pre-K, students
receive instruction in the visual arts, music, library,
drama, Spanish, and physical education. These funds
are also used for our Mayer Community Night celebrations, where student-led booths feature core concepts
learned in the classroom. These evenings occur three
times each school year and offer the community a
chance to learn from our student experts. We are extremely grateful to SNA for providing our students with
the important benefits gained from a rich curriculum
of fine and performing arts. Especially as we continue
to grow, thrive, and make this neighborhood an even
brighter place to be, we thank SNA for being a backbone of support to our school.
To find out more about our school and our prizewinning school garden, please visit the school’s website at www.mayer.cps.k12.jl.us. And, to find out how
Mayer Magnet is partnering with our neighborhood
community of friends and businesses, please visit the
Friends of Mayer website at www.friendsofmayer.org.
Friends of Mayer is the parent organization committed to furthering the mission of Mayer Magnet School
through providing school support, spearheading
fundraising, and organizing special events. Upcoming
events that we encourage you to be a part of are: our
May 4, 2012 Wellness-in-Motion Walkathon, our Walkathon After Party Celebration also on May 4 from 3 pm
to 6 pm in Trebes Park, and our “Step Up to the Plate: A
Mayer Magnet Community Benefit” at Beyond the Ivy
on May 17 during the Cubs evening game. We hope to
see you at our exciting events!
Oz Park Baseball Association
This winter’s mild weather has Chicagoans thinking
spring even earlier this year; and that excitement has
children already digging out their baseball gloves in
anticipation of the start of spring training with the Oz
Park Baseball Association. Established in 2009 as a volunteer, parent-run non-profit organization, the OPBA
provides a quality, instruction-based, and competitive

OPBA players enjoy a day at Wrigley Field.

youth baseball league to the children of Lincoln Park
and surrounding neighborhoods. The OPBA relies on
generous donations from local businesses and organizations such as the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
to provide quality instruction, programs, park improvements, and sheer enjoyment of youth baseball.
The Oz Park Baseball Association aims to differentiate ourselves by:
 Emphasizing quality instruction and coaching at all
levels, ages 4 to 13.
 Being a wood bat only league for the older divisions, thus reinforcing the fundamentals of hitting.
 Teaming with DNA Sports, who teach our volunteer

		

		

coaches the fundamentals of baseball.
Balancing house league teams to provide consistently
competitive and enjoyable play.
 All-Star teams that play travel ball during the spring,
summer, and fall seasons, but only after a full commitment to their house league teams.
 Playing all games at Oz, Trebes, and Jonquil Parks,
firmly entrenching the league in the heart of Lincoln
Park.
 Instilling a legacy of improved park facilities and
communities.
The upcoming season promises to build upon our
past successes, with 965 boys and girls playing on 87
teams in eight divisions. However, clearly one of the
highlights of 2012 has already occurred. On February
9 at SNA’s Annual Meeting, the OPBA was most appreciative to receive a Sheffield Star Award for outstanding
service to the community. To have the hard work and
dedication in a few short years of existence acknowledged by the SNA is a wonderful accomplishment.
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St. James Lutheran Church
St. James Lutheran Church and School thanks the Sheffield Neighborhood Association for its generous donation,
which helps continue to fulfill the organization’s mission
– to reach out with Christ’s love to the people of the city
and to create a community of faith here in Chicago.
In 2011, SNA helped St. James provide access to our

St. James middle school students volunteering at Vacation
Bible School, an event held each summer in the Community
Center for kids throughout the neighborhood.

Sanctuary and Community Center with the addition of an
elevator. This year, SNA continues to make St. James a
place available to the community. With the kindhearted
donation, we were able to make seating and fixture improvements in our Community Center.
The 4,500-square-foot room is used year-round for a
variety of activities. Our students use it for assemblies,
as a middle-school lunchroom, and for after-school programs, among other things. Our church members, school
families, and neighbors are invited to events throughout
the year, such as our Harvest and Christmas festivals.
Additionally, the space is used for neighborhood events,
including the SNA Spaghetti Dinner and the SNA Annual
Meeting. The seating and fixture improvements keep St.
James a relevant community space.
With the help of the Sheffield neighborhood, we’re
able to continue to create a community of faith in the
city. Thank you.
St. Josaphat Church
Almost all of us who live in Chicago have been practically giddy about the mild winter we have enjoyed so
far. It certainly makes everyone’s life easier to not have
to battle icy roads, cleaning snow off cars every morning,
getting boots on and off, and the other winter aerobics
we usually have to adjust to. And for all this we are
grateful! But for our neighbors who do not have a home
to go to, even a mild winter is a challenge. Because of
the generosity of so many people, and in a very special
way the gift from Sheffield Neighborhood Association, we

A student gives food to a homeless person at St. Josaphat
Church.

have been fortunate to be able to continue our outreach
to the homeless by providing a warm soup, sandwich,
soda, and sweet treat every week, Monday through
Friday. This year, the gifts of hats, gloves, scarves, coats,
and jackets exceeded all previous years and helped us
help the homeless stay warm.
The beauty of the neighborhood’s homes and
gardens and families is reflected in the generosity and
outreach to so many who have so little. Thank you for
your gift again this year that does so much for those in
need! God bless you and all those who support your
wonderful work of building up this neighborhood community all year round.
St. Josaphat School
We at St. Josaphat School are very grateful to the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association for the gifts that
have enabled us to add to the array of technology we
make available to our students. In past years, we have
purchased interactive whiteboards and student response systems to accompany them. These interactive
tools have helped us to increase student engagement
with the lessons and interact with the material they are
learning.
In the spirit of increasing student engagement, we
will be using this year’s gift to help us purchase iPads
for the classrooms. We intend to purchase iPads for
each classroom. These will be used as learning centers
for our younger students, while enabling our older
students to perform research from their seats. Students
are already comfortable with technology when they
walk through our doors. We hope to continue to make
these familiar tools available to our students to facilitate
learning.
iPads will not only be used as e-readers in the
classroom, but will also allow students to create presentations, interact with students in other schools via
Skype, write and illustrate stories, as well as play educational games. As they say, “there’s an app for that,”
and we would like to take advantage of the wealth of
educational apps available. The SNA gift will set us on
our way. Use of the iPad can help students easily look
more deeply about any topic. The can demonstrate
learning and thinking about questions that ask them to
understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, and create — all
higher-order thinking skills that we are trying to promote in our students. For our youngest students, there
is already a plethora of apps written to support learning
in all curricular areas. Our goal is to have our students
enjoy their learning; the iPads will help us with that.
St. Teresa of Avila Church
Social outreach programs at St. Teresa Avila, Armitage
and Kenmore, include the St. Teresa Food Pantry, which
disperses groceries on the second, fourth, and first
Saturdays of the month, and the Loaves & Fishes Dinners, which provides a cooked meal to individuals and
families every Friday of the year, expanded from only
twice per month last year.
As the tough economy has lingered and been
slow to turn around, the average number of attendees
at each dinner has risen 20 percent during the last six
months; the number of grocery bags distributed each
distribution day has risen about 25 percent.
St. Teresa’s also provides winter clothing for those
in need, and our parishioners provide Christmas
gifts to children at the St. Vincent de Paul Center and
Comer Children’s Hospital, as school supplies to needy
children, and baby clothes to the Women’s Center of
Chicago.
In the last year, the number of volunteers signed up
to help in St. Teresa outreach programs has doubled.
This past Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Lenten
season that leads up to Easter, St. Teresa parishioners

Continued on page 6
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SNA donations support local groups
Continued from page 5

distributed ashes at the Armitage El stop, gaining local
media attention.
As St. Teresa of Avila continues to emphasize its
education and outreach programs, we now support
various children and adult education programs that
focus not only on teaching the Catholic faith, but also
on putting that faith into practice through our growing
social outreach programs.
The support of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association has helped us to repair and replace kitchen equipment and to purchase paper goods and food for use of
our Food Pantry and Loaves & Fishes Dinners.
St. Vincent de Paul Center
Since 1915, St. Vincent de Paul Center has been
serving the needs of Chicago’s poor. Sponsored by
the Daughters of Charity, St. Vincent’s provides vital
programs in child development, social services, outreach to the homeless, and services for the elderly. St.
Vincent’s provides care for over 440 children, ranging
in age from three months to 13 years, in our Child Development program, which includes early childhood
education, pre-kindergarten, and a before/after-school/
summer camp program. A true testament to what we
do comes from a parent directly. Below is just one
of many stories of how our families benefit from our
services:
“My name is Ashley S., and my daughters have
attended St. Vincent de Paul Center’s early childhood
program for over a year. I don’t know how I would have
made it sometimes without the Center. My children are
so in love with school, their teachers and their friends,
and I wouldn’t trade St. Vincent’s for the world. When
I am low on food I can turn to Outreach Services for

food at the Food Pantry, and when I needed assistance
with my utilities, they worked their magic for me through
the CEDA Energy Assistance Program.
“Laura DuFour is a Social Worker at St. Vincent’s. I
call her my Guardian Angel. If I didn’t keep my appointment with her in Nov. of 2010, I would not have had all
the support that I have received from her mentally and
physically. Because of education I have received at St.
Vincent de Paul Center, I have been able to communicate
better as a mother and as a person. The workshops, the
handouts, and the advice are so helpful.
St. Vincent de Paul Center’s staff is the best. I can’t
explain how much they have done for me and my children.“
St. Vincent de Paul Center is grateful for the Sheffield Neighborhood Association’s support. Its generosity
helps us provide high-quality services for families like
Ashley’s. For more information on St. Vincent’s, visit our
website at www.svdpc.org, or contact Tracie Frederick,
Director of Development, at 312-278-4219 or tfrederick@svdpc.org.
St. Vincent De Paul Church
The Seton Sandwich Kitchen, though small in size, opens
its doors to an average of 125 men and women each
morning, Monday through Saturday. In one month, our
volunteers welcome up to 3,000 guests for morning
meals and 350 individuals and families for our weekly
Food Pantry. St. Vincent de Paul Parish provides these
necessary services with the Sheffield Neighborhood Association’s generous contributions, which keep our kitchen
and pantry running throughout the year.
Over 30 years ago, the Sandwich Window was just a
small window inside the Parish Center. Our services grow
each year as we witness the effects of housing foreclosure, unemployment, and cuts to social services. These
detriments result in an increase of guests for our morning
meals and thus, an increasing need for supplies and food.
Despite some temporary cutbacks to ensure our guests
receive a meal six days per week, our volunteers remain
enthusiastic and welcoming, creating a small refuge for
those in need of rest and hospitality. To guarantee our
guests receive daily meals, a second crew of volunteers
makes sandwiches each Saturday, as guests enjoy hot
dogs, chili, and chips. We also provide special breakfasts
on holidays and six times throughout DePaul’s academic
year.
SNA’s continued support reaches far beyond the
sandwiches, soup, and coffee (about 250 gallonsworth each month!) served to our guests each morning.
Throughout the year, the Seton Food Pantry provides a
special bag of groceries for Easter, Thanksgiving, and
Christmas, to enhance each holiday meal with a bit more
generosity.
The St. Vincent de Paul Parish Outreach Commission
oversees the Sandwich Kitchen and Food Pantry, ensuring
donated funds help purchase coffee and food items, serving supplies and cleaning supplies. We always welcome
donations, including non-perishable food items, travelsize shampoo, soap, etc., for hygiene kits distributed to
our guests and winter clothing items such as gloves and
hats.
If you would like to volunteer, contact Jackie Lorens
at jlorens@depaul.edu or visit our website, http://stvdep.
org/projects/seton/sandwich_kitchen.asp.
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Greening
your kitchen
BY LISA ELKINS

Y

our home kitchen is a mecca for food, energy,
and material consumption. As such, it has a
very high potential of turning into the most
environmentally harmful area of your household. With a little forethought, however, and by making
smart choices, you can ensure that your home kitchen
is a highlight of your eco-conscious abode.
A green kitchen starts with green eating. Buy local! California-grown tomatoes may taste great in the
middle of December, but consider the pollution involved with the packaging and shipping of that produce
halfway across the country. Instead, check out the Dill
Pickle Food Co-op on Fullerton, or perhaps the Green
Grocer in the West Loop or City Provisions in Lincoln
Square. Buying local not only reduces food miles, but
also supports our local growers and farmers…and tastes
a lot better, too! It’s a triple win!
Your cookware and utensils also play a major role
in developing your eco-conscious kitchen. Make it last!
Buying and re-buying items is frustrating, expensive,
and harmful to the environment. So, get rid of Teflon.
Say “sayonara” to plastics. Instead, invest in stainless
steel or cast-iron cookware that can last you decades.
Treat yourself to a set of long-lasting, quality utensils
and buy a good set of knives that you can sharpen at
home. Remember to use towels whenever possible to
avoid unnecessarily wasting paper products.
Appliances are much more energy-efficient today
than they ever have been before. When selecting a new
appliance, take your time in choosing what best suits
your needs. The average life span of most kitchen appliances is between 12 and 15 years, so there’s no need to
be hasty! When choosing a new unit, check its Energy
Star rating (visit www.energystar.gov for more). Choose
a model with a strong rating that is certain to last.
When getting rid of old appliances, be sure to recycle
through the Chicago Recycling Coalition. For more details on how to recycle your old appliances, visit www.
chicagorecycling.org/appliances.htm.
Local foods, long-lasting cookware, smart appliances. By improving your kitchen in just these three areas,
you can take major strides in greening one of the most
wasteful areas of your home. But there’s always more
that you can do! Keep an eye out for our next article on
how to further green your home!
Lisa Elkins is an SNA Board member and owner of 2
Point Perspective, an architectural firm.
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SHEFFIELD’S BUSINESSES

Mario’s Barbershop celebrates 25 years in Sheffield
Photo for SNN by John Lag

BY JOHN LAG

M

ario’s Barbershop, 2347 N. Southport, is
celebrating its 25th year of operation in
our Sheffield neighborhood. The gregarious owner, Mario Scarlata, first opened
the doors on February 3, 1987, and has been keeping
the heads of many of our neighbors in beautiful condition continuously ever since. Mario first sharpened his
skills working for a nearby barber while looking for an
opportunity to open his own barbershop in an affordable location. Yes, “affordable location” described the
corner of Southport and Fullerton in 1987. Neighbors
included Mattick’s liquor store, Fullerton currency
exchange, and the old pool hall, a far cry from today’s
Faith in Whiskey, Strings and Small Bar.
Mario says, “The neighborhood and the neighbors
have been very good to me with their patronage and
loyalty. They are the sole reason I am still in business
today. I am very proud of my accomplishment.”
After working two jobs for his first five years in
business to make ends meet and support his new bride,
Kari, Mario knows what hard work means and built
sweat equity in his business. His former employer,
Gabby, helped out on Saturdays and provided a few
extra clients and a wealth of stories for all. Eventually
the shop expanded to four chairs, including the restored
antique Emil J. Paidar nickel-plated barber chair that is
Mario’s signature pedestal for haircuts.
Mario’s is best described as a good old-fashioned
barbershop, where you are a stranger but once. There
is constant banter between Mario and the other mainstay barbers, Cristine and Zorin, and a full supply of
magazines to keep you occupied while waiting for a
haircut. Longtime customers look forward to Mario’s
annual Christmas party with plenty of food, beverages,
and good cheer to go around, with his inimitable assistant, Billy, serving refreshments and singing Christmas
songs.

Mario Scarlata takes a break from cutting hair to pose in front
of his barbershop.

Most of Mario’s clients have been customers for over
20 years, some close to 30, and he is starting to see thirdgeneration clients. New customers find their way to the
authentic barbershop, including a good number of DePaul students. Mario reflects, “A lot of people have come
and gone, but many of my clients who have moved to the
suburbs still return for haircuts. One father and son drive
in from Chesterton, Indiana, every fourth Saturday.”
I asked Mario to describe his feelings after reaching
the 25-year milestone, and he stated, “Being here in this
business 25 years has been an amazing ride and education for me. I still enjoy coming to the shop everyday and
seeing the folks. I feel as though I’ve never worked a day
in my life as a barber. My loyal clients have made this
possible.”
Mario and his wife Kari raised three sons, Michael,
Matthew, and Luke, first in Bridgeport, then Berwyn. His
sons are seeking their own paths in life and none have
any interest in operating the barbershop. Reflecting on
the future, Mario says, “This is going to be a one-generation business, but for so long as I can, I will be making
my way to the barbershop to take care of the people who

have been taking care of my family for all these years.”
We congratulate Mario on his 25 years of success
and hope there are many more years to come for this
neighborhood asset.
John Lag is a former SNA President and Board member.

SNA to sponsor
sculpture
in lakefront exhibit

T

he SNA will once again
sponsor a sculpture in the
Lakefront Sculpture Exhibit.
This is the eleventh year for
this program, which has expanded
from Lincoln Park to Lakeview, and
this year will also include areas in
the 1st Ward to the west and possibly
other areas. The number of exhibitors and sculptures to be exhibited all
over the north side will be increasing
this year, with sculptors from the MidSouth Sculpture Association and Texas
Sculpture Association participating in
recognition of the conference of the
International Sculpture Center meeting in Chicago this year. We will let
you know the work that is selected
and where it will be located in the
neighborhood.
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Community safety update
BY JOHN ROBERTS

S

pring is knocking on the door. Let’s make
the spring season a celebration that winter is
behind us and that summer will be here in no
time.
1. Thefts from Automobiles (useful tips from the
Chicago Police Department).
Eliminating the opportunity for thieves to profit
from simple mistakes will keep you and your vehicle
safe. The following suggestions might help:
a. Park your automobile in a well-lit location.
b. Before you park, look around; be aware of the
surrounding area. If you see a suspicious person in
the area, circle the block. Always remember when
something seems suspicious or you feel threatened,
do not hesitate to call 911. Without your help, the
Chicago Police have a harder time protecting the
neighborhood.
c. Make sure you have secured the vehicle; thieves
will go down the street trying vehicles’ doors for the
chance to gain entry.
d. Do not leave boxes, cell phones, MP3 players,
purses, backpacks, suitcases, etc., in the back seat area
or in/on the console. If you have to leave items in the
vehicle, place them in the trunk. Most vehicles have a
remote lever to open the trunk from the driver’s side; if
you can lock this option out, do so.
e. Do not leave any valuable items in the glove
compartment.
f. Never leave the vehicle running while you just
run in to do a quick errand. Do not give someone the
opportunity to ruin your day.
g. Your garage should have working light to ensure
that you can see an intruder before you pull in. When
exiting the garage, take the extra time to ensure that the
doors are locked.
h. Try not to attach your GPS to the windshield,
the ring that it leaves invites thieves to break in. An
alternative is a “NAVGEAR 14021 UNIVERSAL BEAN
BAG,” about $4, that lies on the dashboard.
2. Scavengers and shopping carts
The City of Chicago does have an ordinance that
requires persons that pick through the garbage and
dumpsters to have a permit. If you feel that the pickers are creating a mess or nuisance call 911, do not
confront them for safety sake.
A lot of people when driving encounter the shopping cart “wagon train” heading towards the recycle
centers. Remember every one of those shopping carts
has been stolen. Call 911; certain grocery chains will
actively press charges against the thief. The cost of the
stolen shopping carts is passed along to the consumer
with higher prices.
3. Noise
The City of Chicago does have ordinances that govern

noise that are enforced by the Chicago Police Department and the Department of Environment. The environment noise ordinance strives to set a balance between the
needs of daytime activity (construction) and nighttime activity (neighbor’s parties or the local night club). Residents
that hear a noise violation should call 311. Your call will
be routed to the appropriate department for the quickest
response. Other steps for resolving noise issues:
a. For emergency situations, call 911. When the
Chicago Police Department establishes a pattern
for a peculiar building that continually disrupts the
neighborhood, they can contact the management
company or issue citations for noise violations to resolve
the situation.
b. For recurring noise problems in the neighborhood,
considering attending a police beat community meeting
to raise the issue to your local police officers. Without
your input, the police cannot address your concerns. Call
the CAPS Hotline @312-744-2277 for meeting times and
locations.
c. For recurring problems with a loud neighbor,
the Center for Conflict Resolution (CCR) offers a free
mediation service that assists with neighbor-to-neighbor
disputes. Contact CCR by phone @ 312-922-6464 or
E-mail ccr@ccrchicago,org. Note: CCR is a not-for-profit
corporation and NOT a City Department.
4. Recently, the Chicago Police had the assistance
of a resident in solving a crime though the use of his
security camera’s footage. If you have a similar security
system with cameras and you believe your system has
captured a crime you should contact the police, they are
always grateful for neighborhood assistance.
5. The continuing rodent problem in the
neighborhood could be helped with a little more effort
and courtesy from pet owners. After picking up the pet’s
waste, they should put the little plastic bags in a garbage
receptacle instead of leaving the bag where the pet has
done it’s business. The owner of the property should not
have to clean up after you. Every bit counts in the war
against vermin.
6. SNA urges you to sign up crime bulletins provided
by the Chicago Police Department’s Sergeant Schulman.
The bulletins advise the community of area incidents and/
or criminals that are operating in this neighborhood. Sign
up by sending a request via email to Cynthia.Schumann@
chicagopolice.org. If you have any questions regarding
the latest crime bulletins, you can call the 18th District
Community Policing Office at 312-742-5778.
7. The CAPS program still needs court advocate
volunteers to support victims of crime at court hearings.
Contact the 18th District Community Policing Office to
learn more.
Crime Track
For some time, SNA has tracked the major incidences of
crime, to keep the neighbors informed. Your vigilance
has helped the police to keep this areas crime incidence
down. Please keep up the good work by getting involved
with the CAPS meetings and calling 911.
Initially, the project has been tracking non-domestic
crimes to persons that occur on the streets, sidewalks,
and alleys, as well as in residential garages, parking
lots, and parks. Now we have added a separate track
of residential burglaries. The statistics will be somewhat
dated in that they are based upon what is available from
the Chicago Police Department’s CLEARpath website
on the date that material must be submitted for publication. Thus, for this issue, the project tracked crimes from
January 12, 2011, through February 28, 2012. This is
not every incident but gives a good representation of the
activity.
DAY/TIME		
January 31/7:25 PM
February/12:30 PM

BLOCK		
900 W. Webster
900 W. Webster

LOCATION
Sidewalk
Sidewalk

CRIME TYPE
Robbery-Armed
Attempted Robbery-Armed

TOTALS
January 12 - February 28 (approximately 48 days) x 2
incidents = 1 incident per 24 days
August 29 - January 11 (approximately 74 days) x 10
incidents = 1 incident per 7.4 days
August 20 - October 28 (approximately 70 days) x 6
incidents = 1 incident per 11.67 days
June 16 - August 19 (approximately 64 days) x 7 incidents
= 1 incident per 9.14 days
May 7 - June 15 (approximately 39 days) x 6 incidents
= 1 incident per 6.5 days
February 19 - May 6 (approximately 77 days) x 13 incidents = 1 incident per 5.92 days
RESIDENTIAL GARAGE BURGLARIES
DAY/TIME		
Jan. 14/4:30 PM
Jan. 14/10:00 PM
Feb. 05/12:00 PM

BLOCK		
1300 W. Fullerton
1300 W. Fullerton
2200 N. Dayton

LOCATION
Garage
Garage
Garage

CRIME TYPE
Theft
Theft
Theft

TOTALS
January 12 – February 28 (approximately 48 days) x 3
incidents = 1 incident per 16 days
August 29 – January 11 (approximately 74 days) x 2
incidents = 1 incident per 37 days
Upcoming Dates to Remember
CAPS Meetings:
The CPD’s monthly CAPS meetings are helpful in
understanding the policing efforts in our district (the
18th). The police prepare charts and maps that identify
all crimes committed in the last month and discuss their
efforts to arrest the perpetrators. They also bring the
incident reports if a member of the community wants
further details of a crime. In addition, the police bring
guest speakers from the various departments to discuss
their roles in the prevention of crime and give helpful suggestions on how the community can help. The
police have a number of pamphlets pointing out ways
to protect yourself and the community, as well.
Attending a CAPS meeting is the best way to communicate your concerns to the officers who patrol your
community. SNA members attend the meetings, but
they need your support. I strongly urge members of
the community to take an active interest in the CAPS
program to show community support for the police.
*Beat 1811 & 1813 (1811-North Ave north to Fullerton,
Sheffield west to the Chicago River) & (1813-North Ave
north to Armitage. Sedgwick west to Sheffield)
May 16 at 7 pm
St. Michael’s Church, 1711 N. Cleveland.
*Beat 1812/1814 (1812-Armitage Ave north to Fullerton, Sedgwick then Clark west to Sheffield) &
(1814-North Ave north to Fullerton, Lake Michigan to
Sedgwick)
May 8 at 7 pm,
Old Town Triangle, 1765 North Park
John Roberts chairs SNA Community Safety Committee.

Annual Meeting
Continued from page 1

Council Tom Lawson for his efforts and Home Depot
on Halsted for its donations and volunteer work on the
parks. As for the Garden Walk, Lewis reminded attendees that volunteers are always needed.
Planning Chair Ted Wrobleski also referred to the
Children’s Memorial Hospital redevelopment in his
report. He then discussed DePaul University’s planned
closure of Kenmore between Fullerton and Belden (see
page 2).
Additional reports were offered by Events Chair David Bassin, who highlighted SNA’s Trebes Park concerts/
movie, and annual Spaghetti Dinner, and Community
Safety Chair John Roberts, who noted that Chicago
Police Department CAPS meetings are open to all.
SNA Schools chair Stephanie Linebaugh presented
SNA’s Educator Awards to top local teachers (see page
x). Wrobleski presented the annual Sheffield Star
Awards to former SNA Board member Richard Ashbeck,
Friends of Oscar Mayer, the Oz Park Baseball Association, and Charlie Trotter. (Look for more information on
these star performers in an upcoming issue of SNN.)
SNA thanks St. James Lutheran Church for hosting
the Annual Meeting, and Judith Lauth Casey, Ted Wrobleski, David Bassin, Phil Piazza, Patty Hayes, and Paula
Arnett for their help in planning the event.
Jay Becker is SNN Editor.
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SHEFFIELD’S BUSINESSES

Literature is alive and well in Lincoln Park!
BY FIONA ROYER

L

iterature is not dead. With the closing of
many traditional bookstores and the rise of
digital technology, it may seem that nobody
cares about literature anymore. But that is just
not true. Nowadays, people are choosing to enjoy
their stories in more interactive ways. The Sheffield
neighborhood has access to a variety of options to suit
your specific needs.
Barnes and Noble on Clybourn is a wonderful
resource for our neighborhood, offering not only the
conventional bookseller approach, but events to suit all
ages and interests. A large, two-story shop, this location offers volumes in an assortment of categories and

SNA Business Members

Please shop locally and support the following SNA
business members:		

Barnes & Noble – Webster Place
1441 W. Webster, 773-871-3610
Hours: Mondays to Saturdays 9 am-10 pm,
Sundays 10 am-9 pm
www.barnesandnoble.com

Neighbors gather
for DePaul b-ball
BY JOHN LAG

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood Association’s Annual Neighbor Day at the DePaul women’s
basketball game on February 12 was, as always, a wonderful experience for all involved.
The team, again ranked in the Top 25, soundly beat the
Marquette Warriors 71-59, after letting them get ahead
in the first half to provide a more dramatic come-frombehind finish for the neighborhood fans.
DePaul University and Coach Doug Bruno have
always been very accommodating and appreciative of
the neighborhood support for the team. SNA has sponsored Neighbor Day at a Women’s basketball game
on the DePaul campus, with a pre-game pizza party,
for more than 20 years. When we began, the games
took place in the old Alumni Hall, now the site of the
Student Center on the southwest corner of Belden and
Sheffield, and for a number of years the games. Now,
most games are sellouts and the team has gone on to
great success and consistent national ranking.
Thanks to John and Polly Kelly of Kelly’s Pub for
hosting our pre-game party, and to Phil Piazza and
McGee’s for pizza. We had such a good turnout that we
ran out of tickets, but next year, we will have an extra
supply to satisfy the growing crowd of DePaul women’s
basketball fans.
John Lag is a former SNA President and Board member.

Chicago Public Library Lincoln Park Branch
150 W. Fullerton, 312-744-1926
Hours: Mondays 2 pm to 6 pm, Tuesdays 12 pm to 8 pm,
Wednesdays 10 am to 6 pm, Thursdays 12 pm to 8 pm,
Fridays 9 am to 5 pm, Saturdays 9 am-5 pm
www.chipublib.org
2nd Story – Webster’s Wine Bar
1480 W. Webster, 773-868-0608
Hours: see website for details
www.2ndstory.com
Fiona Royer is a member of the SNA Communications
Committee.

Photo for SNN by John Lag

2 point perspective, inc.		
2120 N. Bissell
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack 2657 N. Clybourn
43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith
2523 N. Halsted
AHWA c/o 1154 Lill Studio*		
904 W. Armitage
All She Wrote			
825 W. Armitage
Armitage Racine Currency Exchange
1166 W. Armitage
Paula Arnett of Baird & Warner		
737 N. Michigan
Baker Construction Group		
2222 N. Elston #201
Bauhs Creative Group		
904 W. Webster
Beaumont Bar & Grill		
2020 N. Halsted
Carol Wolk Interiors			
2000 N. Clifton
Chicago Beverage Systems		
Children’s Memorial Hospital		
2300 Children’s Plaza
Christy Webber Landscapes		
2900 W. Ferdinand
City Suites			
933 W. Belmont
Cotelac				
1159 W. Webster
Dee’s Restaurant			
1114 W. Armitage
Dentistry for Children and Families
1721 N. Halsted
DePaul Library			
2350 N. Kenmore
DePaul University			
1 E. Jackson
Derby Bar & Grill			
1224 W. Webster
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop		
2070 N. Clybourn
Dr. Lori Portnoy 			
954 W. Armitage
Faith & Whiskey			
1365 W. Fullerton
Family Pet Animal Hospital		
1401 W. Webster
Fifth Third Bank			
145 W. North
Floriole Bakery			
1220 W. Webster
General Iron Industries, Inc.		
1909 N. Clifton
Glascott & Associates		
2156 N. Halsted
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.		
2052 N. Seminary
Grand Street Gardens		
2200 W. Grand
Greater Little Rock Church		
834 W. Armitage
Headley School Condo Assn.		
2107 N. Magnolia
Hellman Frame Shop		
2152 N. Bissell
Home Depot			
2665 N. Halsted
ICM Properties			
1438 W. Belmont
John’s Place			
1200 W. Webster
K. Paige Salon			
956 W. Webster
Kelly’s Pub			
949 W. Webster
Killion				
1006 W. Armitage
Kincade’s				
950 W. Armitage
Lakeshore Sport and Fitness		
1320 W. Fullerton
Laudi Vidni			
1007 W. Armitage
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
1925 N. Clybourn
Little Sisters of the Poor		
2325 N. Lakewood
Liz Kores Public Relations		
2053 N. Seminary
Lori’s Designer Shoes		
824 W. Armitage
Majestic Hotel			
528 W. Brompton
Mario’s Place Barber Shop		
2347 N. Southport
McGee’s Tavern & Grille		
950 W. Webster
Milito Car Wash			
1106 W. Fullerton
Milito Mobil			
1106 W. Fullerton
My Corner Playroom			
2121 N. Clybourn
Nancy Krause Floral Design		
1101 W. Webster
Nookies Too, Inc.			
2114 N. Halsted
OSP: Original Smith Printing		
PNC Bank				
1640 W. Fullerton
Rinehart Design Group		
1236 W. Webster
Robinson’s #1 Ribs			
655 W. Armitage
Millie Rosenbloom of Baird & Warner
2762 N. Lincoln
Sai Café, Inc.			
2010 N. Sheffield
Sal’s Deli				
1013 W. Webster
Serpe Insurance			
2538 N. Lincoln
Sir Speedy				
1711 N. Clybourn
Spex				
2136 N. Halsted
St. James Lutheran Church & School
2101 N. Fremont
St. Josaphat Church			
2311 N. Southport
St. Vincent de Paul Center		
2145 N. Halsted
St. Vincent’s Church			
1010 W. Webster
State Restaurant & Café		
935 W. Webster
Stuff				
955 W. Webster
Tarantino’s			
1112 W. Armitage
The Local Option			
1102 W. Webster
The Poison Cup			
1128 W. Armitage
The Salvation Army Thrift Store		
2258 N. Clybourn
Treasure Island			
2121 N. Clybourn
Vrai Amour LLC			
953 W. Webster
Webster Pilates & Wellness Collective
1141 W. Webster
Webster’s Wine Bar			
1480 W. Webster
West End Dental			
1166 W. Armitage
Willows Hotel			
555 W. Surf
Zig Zag Kitchen			
2436 N. Lincoln
*Armitage Halsted Webster Association of merchants.

magazines covering numerous interests and spanning
several countries. In addition, there are author events
that include signings, and many imaginative story-time
options — for example, “The Leprechaun who Lost his
Rainbow” — that address the younger members of our
community.
We are also lucky enough to have the Chicago Public
Library Lincoln Park Branch on the edge of our neighborhood. Here, you can check out books from their offering
or order from the whole Chicago Public Library catalog
for pick-up locally. They also provide audio and e-books,
allowing you to use an e-reader instead, and host a
weekly Story Time for Babies and Preschoolers.
Adults are catered for with the unique 2nd Story at
Webster’s Wine Bar. This is “a hybrid performance event
combining storytelling, wine, and music.” Events are
held regularly at this Webster Street location, which is run
by the Serendipity Theater Collective. Here, you have the
opportunity to enjoy good company in a relaxed social
setting, with the focus upon sharing yarns.
Literature is certainly alive and well in Lincoln Park!
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Friends and neighbors gather at Kelly’s Pub before heading
to the DePaul women’s basketball game on February 12.

Attention,
Sheffield neighbors!
o you enjoy receiving the Sheffield Neighborhood News? Do you enjoy seeing the planters on corners of

D

our commercial streets? Do you enjoy the neighborhood events? Do you know that the Sheffield Neighborhood Association works with the Aldermen’s offices and city departments to help provide guidance on
neighborhood needs? Do you know that SNA is a volunteer group of residents and businesses that work
together to improve the conditions of life, work, recreation, health, and safety of our neighborhood? Would you
like to receive e-mail notices about neighborhood issues and events?
Please support SNA by becoming a member! Just because you receive the Sheffield Neighborhood News does
not mean you are an SNA member. Read this issue of SNN to see all that SNA does for you!
For your convenience, you can pay the small fee by check or credit card and renew for a one- or three-year period.
SNA welcomes the following new members: Derby Bar & Grill at 1224 W. Webster, Rosemary and Jack Fitzer,
Killion at 1006 W. Armitage, Liz Kores Public Relations at 2053 N. Seminary, The Salvation Army Thrift Store and
Donation Center at 2258 N. Clybourn, Maggie and Jeffrey Shapack, and Eugenia Wojtowicz.
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join. Membership dues are: Family $20 1-year or $50 3-years;
Individual l at $15 1-year or $35 3-years, Senior $5 1-year or $10 3-years, Business $25 1-year or $60 3-years.
Please complete the form below and mail it with your check to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N.
Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you are a member but have not received your membership window decal and
would like to display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

How can I....

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?
		

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
			
One Year
Three Years			
One Year
Family membership
$20
$50		
Senior membership $5 		
Individual membership $15
$35		
Business membership $25		

Three Years
$10
$60

Credit Card __MasterCard __Visa __Discover Card
Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number					
Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:						
E-mail:
Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614
or fax to: 312-592-7565 if using credit card.
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Is 2012 the year you have resolved to
become more involved in your neighborhood?

I

f so, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA) is the place to start. Whether
you are new to the Sheffield neighborhood or a long-time resident, property
owner, or business owner, SNA offers a host of
opportunities for involvement.
Every year, SNA seeks candidates to serve
on the board. Ours is a working board, which
means that we need directors who can offer
both experience and time. Typically, candidates will have participated on an SNA committee or event for a year or two before stepping up to the board.
A popular event in the neighborhood and
an easy starting point for involvement is the
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival. Neighbors
can serve as one of the more than 40 managers needed to produce this all-volunteer event,
volunteer on the weekend of the festival, or
simply just exhibit a garden. See the call for
volunteers on page 1 of this newsletter for
more information.
Another committee that generates visible
activity is Parks and Beautification, which
works to improve Trebes and Clover Parks and
the lush planter baskets and boxes that adorn
the neighborhood.
Neighbors are needed to serve on the
Trebes and Clover Park Advisory Councils, as
well. And with periodic upswings in crime,
the Community Safety Committee often needs
additional hands.
The Communications Committee hopes
to attract more neighbors to work on our bimonthly newsletter, the Sheffield Neighborhood News. Openings include photographer/
photo archivist and contributing writers to

cover businesses.
And don’t forget our other committees:
Events (for example, the Spaghetti Dinner and
concerts in Trebes Park), Schools, Historic
Resources, Neighborhood Relations, Planning,
and Membership.
Finally, you can opt to serve as a block
liaison to help deliver notices of meetings and
alerts to your neighbors.
Unable to spare any time right now? At least
consider becoming an official SNA member
to ensure you receive periodic e-mail notices
about meetings, events, and crime alerts. Look
for the membership application included in this
newsletter or on our website, www.sheffieldneighborhood.org.
Let us know of your interests, or just learn
more about SNA, by sending an e-mail to sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com,
or leave a message at 773-929-9255. We look
forward to hearing from you!

LPCRI spring program
to salute Children’s Memorial

T

he Lincoln Park Community Research
Initiative will hold its Spring Program
on Tuesday, April 24, in Room 120 of
the DePaul Student Center, Webster
and Sheffield. Doors will open at 6 pm, with
the program beginning at 7 pm. The topic
will be Children’s Memorial Hospital and the
role it has played in the Lincoln Park community, Chicago, and the national development
of health care for children. It will be a fond
farewell to the hospital, which will move to
Streeterville on June 9, 2012.

Are real estate prices down in the Sheffield neighborhood*?
BY PAULA ARNETT

T

he accompanying chart shows that residential
real estate prices are down in the neighborhood, for single family and multi-unit properties, but up for condos and vacant land.

My 14th Annual 2011 Sheffield Neighborhood Real
Estate Market Report will be published soon, and many
more details and statistics will be included. If you would
like a copy of this report or a previous report, please contact me at 773-294-1822 or paula@paulaarnett.com.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair, and a Broker Associate with Baird & Warner specializing in residential real
estate sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.

Sheffield Garden Walk
& Festival
July 21-22, 2012
Sheffield neighborhood* sold properties
				
Single Family		
2008
Single Family		
2009
Single Family		
2010
Single Family		
2011

# Sold
35
26
33
39

Avg LP		
$1,959,662
$2,063,077
$1,628,600
$1,621,245

Avg SP		
$1,814,071
$1,919,212
$1,512,550
$1,493,888

SP:LP %
93%
93%
93%
92%

Avg MT
216
154
180
152

Condo			
Condo			
Condo			
Condo			

2008
2009
2010
2011

95
90
86
84

$512,558
$535,314
$464,543
$488,677

$494,075
$508,984
$442,360
$459,062

96%
95%
95%
94%

132
127
134
169

Multi Unit		
Multi Unit		
Multi Unit		
Multi Unit		

2008
2009
2010
2011

11
1
12
12

$1,061,073
$1,465,000
$990,575
$878,909

$973,845
$1,397,000
$933,708
$807,792

92%
95%
94%
92%

115
111
83
157

Vacant Land		
2008
0
na		
na		
na
na
Vacant Land		
2009
1
$350,000
$350,000
100% 447
Vacant Land		
2010
1
$825,000
$775,000
94%
1690
Vacant Land		
2011
2
$1,162,500
$967,500
83%
374
Total						
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago River on the West.
**Reported from Midwest Real Estate Data LLC on March 3, 2012.
					

Website to offer one-stop
property tax info

F

inding the tax history of a home, business,
or land has been challenging. On April 1,
Cook County will launch a website that will
consolidate information from the offices of
the Assessor, Clerk, Recorder of Deeds, and Board of
Review. Visit http://www.CookCountyPropertyInfo.
com beginning on April 1.

