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44th Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival set for July 21-22
BY LAURY LEWIS AND RICHARD ASHBECK

M

ark your calendar for the 44th annual
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival on July
21- 22 when more than 100 Sheffield
neighborhood gardens will open for your
enjoyment. The wide array of urban gardens in our
neighborhood has earned Sheffield the title “Garden
District of Chicago.” We encourage everyone to
support the neighborhood and display their gardens
this year, whether an entire plot or just the front, side,
deck, or backyard. To include your garden, please fill
out the participation form enclosed in this issue or
download the application from our website, www.
sheffieldgardenwalk.com. For more information,
please contact Garden Search Managers Laury Lewis at
lbl1948@yahoo.com, Jeannie Lawson at jeanniemlaw@
att.net, Cathy Breen at cathybreen@comcast.net, or
Donald Breen at donaldbreen@comcast.net. The
deadline to submit gardens is June 15. Christy Webber
Landscapes and Christy Webber Landscapes Farm
and Garden Center have again agreed to sponsor the
gardens this year.
The University of Illinois Extension Master
Gardeners will again staff an “Ask a Master Gardener”
table to answer all of your gardening questions during
the Garden Walk. In addition, there will be special
informative garden tours of select gardens given by
gardening experts.
The lineup of food and beverages from local
establishments will offer a diverse variety of choices
to please everyone’s palette. Allison Spriggs will be
organizing the restaurants, which will be announced in
the July issue of this newsletter. Of course, St. Vincent
DePaul Church will offer its fine selection of hot dogs,
hamburgers, brats, pretzels, and fresh lemonade. Coors
Brewing will again be our major sponsor and will provide Coors Light and Blue Moon.
The Kids’ Corner on Kenmore under the leadership
of Shannon Gehringer and Crissy Lucado will be filled
with family attractions as always: pony rides, a petting
zoo, face painting, a mini-ferris wheel, musical and

Summer sounds and
sights at Trebes Park

S

heffield residents of all ages will congregate
at Trebes Park this summer as SNA sponsors
its popular and longstanding Concerts and
Movie in the Park Series. On Thursday, June
21, from 7 pm to 9 pm, family favorite St. Jams will
launch our program with a concert featuring a wide
array of popular music. We are happy to bring back
The Smoking Fish for a return engagement in July
(date TBD) to rock the park. Mark your calendar for
Thursday, August 9, and bring the whole family as
the winner of five Academy Awards, Hugo, will be
screened at dusk. Plan on packing snacks or dinner
for all events and enjoy the summer nights.
For more information, visit www.sheffieldneigborhood.org or call 773-929-9255.
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2300 block of Kenmore
to be closed
—Planning Report
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Please volunteer!

T

he Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival
is looking for energetic individuals,
groups of friends, neighbors, coworkers, and families to volunteer at
this year’s Garden Walk and make it a lively
environment and fun for everyone. There is no
experience needed, only the desire to have
fun. We teach you everything. The Garden
Walk is staffed primarily by over 500 volunteers. Positions include beverage servers,
ticket sellers, gate personnel, and architectural
guides. We are especially looking for volunteers to staff the entry gates, sell tickets, and
give architectural tours.
If you are interested in volunteering,
please fill out the participation form enclosed
in this newsletter, sign up at www.sheffieldgardenwalk.com, or contact us at sheffieldfestivals@hotmail.com.
theatrical performances, and the ever-popular pig train.
No donation is requested at Kids’ Corner and attractions
will be reasonably priced.
As many people might not be aware, much of the
Sheffield neighborhood is registered as a national historical district and includes four Chicago landmark districts.
Polly Kelly, a long-time Sheffield resident and business
owner, and Garden Walk co-founder, will organize
guided architectural tours. These tours are very popular
and fill up every year. The tours will provide an appreciation of our neighborhood’s rich architectural and historical heritage. If you would like to help Polly lead a tour,
please contact her at 773-472-8380 or e-mail her at
jpk2200@sbcglobal.net. Polly will provide the training as
well as a detailed script.
The musical entertainment will again be the highlight for musical festivals in Chicago this summer.
Gomez and Joe Pug will be the headliners on Saturday,
with The Nadas, the Congregation, and Chris Buehrle
playing earlier in the day. Sunday’s music will include
Cowboy Mouth, Michael McDermott, and Mr. Blotto, as
well as local up-and-comers Vintage Blue. Our musical impresarios, Dan Hermann, Malcolm Lambe, Bryan
Robson, and Mike Johnston, have assembled a terrific

Top 5 reasons to show your garden
at the Sheffield Garden Walk

group of bands for Saturday and Sunday. We’ll have
more entertainment highlights for you in the next issue
of SNN. In the meantime, check our website at www.
sheffieldgardenwalk.com for updates.
Sponsorships and advertising are available. As a
sponsor, your business will benefit from appearing on
the official Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival poster, in
our ads seen throughout Chicago, and on the Garden
Walk website. For more sponsorship information,
please contact Tom Lawson at tom.lawson@att.net. In
addition, advertise in the Garden Walk guide book,
which reaches neighborhood residents and thousands
of attendees from beyond our boundaries. Please
contact out advertising manager, Rhonda Emrich, at
Rhonda.sna@att.net.
The enclosed participation form also provides an
opportunity for you to become a Garden Walk Patron
and attend the June 1 Patrons’ Party. For as little as $50,
you can help support our neighborhood and receive
acknowledgement in the Garden Walk guide book.
The suggested donation this year will be $7 from
noon to 3 pm and $10 from 3 pm to closing on both
days. Gardens will be open from noon to 5:30 pm both
days and Kids’ Corner will be open from noon to 5:30
pm both days.
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association is pleased
to bring you another fine neighborhood event that
funds the SNA and contributes significantly to neighborhood beautification, local parks, local schools, and
many other neighborhood charities and service organizations. Thank you for your support.
Laury Lewis and Richard Ashbeck are Co-Chairmen of
the 2012 Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival.

The Sheffield Neighborhood Association
invites you to become a Patron of the
2012 GARDEN WALK & FESTIVAL and
attend the 2012 PATRONS’ PARTY
Friday, June 1, 2012 6-8 pm
Patrons are asked to bring
a favorite appetizer.
Beer, wine, soft drinks,
great neighbors and a
wonderful venue will be provided.
Donation levels per household are:
$200 $100 $50
Attendees will receive
one complimentary gift per household.

1.
Community pride
2.
Help raise money for the charitable activities
of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, including
the neighborhood schools and parks
3.
Show off your green thumb
4.
Socialize with the many visitors and impress
them with your horticultural knowledge
5.
Receive a complimentary copy of Chicagoland
Gardening magazine

Fundraiser to
kick off renovation
of local playgrounds

4

SNA recognizes
special contributions
with Star Awards

For more information,
to host a future Patrons’ Party
at your home or business,
please contact Hilliary Szanto at
hszanto@gmail.com.
Please join us as we kick off our
44th Annual Garden Walk & Festival.
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Celebrating the
legacy of
Children’s Memorial
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY DAN HERMANN

W

BY TED WROBLESKI

A

s part of DePaul University’s effort to have the
city consider a permanent closing of Kenmore
Avenue from Belden to Fullerton in order
to make it part of the Lincoln Park campus,
the Chicago Department of Transportation, in conjunction with Alderman Scott Waguespack, has authorized
the temporary closing of Kenmore during the month of
May as a part of a traffic and parking study concerning
the potential impact of such a street closure.
At a March 5 community meeting, neighbors expressed considerable opposition to the proposed closure.
No decision has been made on the street closure as of
yet.
The street closure was mentioned as a possibility
in the 2010 DePaul Master Plan and the Community
Agreement, but not agreed to by the Sheffield Neighborhood Association or any of the other community groups
who signed the Community Agreement and supported
the Master Plan. The SNA has expressed considerable
reservations concerning the need for the street closure,
particularly in light of the negative reaction of the neighbors at the March 5 meeting. At present, the SNA does
not support the closure of Kenmore. Another public
meeting has been promised to discuss the results of the
traffic study after the street closure, probably in June, at
Dear DePaul Neighbor,

‘Tis the sidewalk
cafe season....
BY PATTY HAYES

S

idewalk cafes are now in season. The following
neighborhood restaurants have been approved
to have a sidewalk café; many of them have taken advantage of the warm weather and are now
serving al fresco; Starbucks (Webster/Clybourn), John’s
Place, Webster Wine Bar, Sal’s Deli, Jam N ‘Honey, El’s
Kitchen, Café Floriole Bakery, Ja’ Grill, McGee’s, Athenian Room, Glascott’s, Argo Tea Room, Tarantino’s, and
Chez Moi (formerly Café Bernard).
Pending application approval; Johnny Rocket’s, Vrai
Amour, and Derby.
City regulations may be found at www.cityofchicago.org/businessaffairs; click on Business Home Page,
then select the Sidewalk Café Permits icon. Please
contact your local Alderman’s office or the Sheffield
Neighborhood Association (773-929-9255) should you
have any questions or compliance issues.
Patty Hayes chairs SNA’s Neighborhood Relations Committee.

Sheffield

Neighborhood News
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On March 5 DePaul convened a community meeting
to discuss plans to study the possibility of closing the
2300 block of Kenmore Avenue to vehicular traffic.
Approximately forty community members attended
the meeting and the initial response to the proposed
street closure was not positive. Part of the discussion
centered on the university’s plan for a month long temporary closure to study the impact on traffic, parking
and pedestrian safety in the surrounding area. Because
we had already taken the preliminary steps towards
implementing the temporary closure, we have decided
to complete the study as planned. At the community’s
suggestion we are conducting the study in May in order
to ensure that the impact of factors such as Cubs games
and increased lakefront traffic are taken into account.
When the study results are completed, we will
again convene a community meeting to share the results and continue the discussion.
With this in mind please be advised that the 2300
block of North Kenmore Avenue will be temporarily
closed to vehicle traffic and parking from Tuesday, May
1 through Thursday, May 31, to study the potential impact on traffic and parking that a permanent closing of
the street might have. DePaul is working with the local
alderman and the Chicago Department of Transportation on this closure. This is a TEMPORARY closure for
data collection and assessment. Full pedestrian access
will continue unimpeded during this temporary street
closure.
Pedestrian flow and safety will be evaluated by the
university’s parking and traffic consultant during the
closure. The original purpose of the study was to help
determine the feasibility of moving forward with the
creation of a park-like setting, which is outlined in DePaul’s 2009-2019 master plan. However, at this point
the future of the project remains an open question.
We encourage DePaul faculty, staff and students
to use off-street parking at all times in Lincoln Park
out of respect for our neighbors. During the temporary
closure those students, faculty and staff who normally
drive on Kenmore between Fullerton and Belden
avenues will be encouraged to adopt alternate routes.
Those who park on Kenmore will also be encouraged
to use the Clifton Parking Garage, 2330 N. Clifton Ave.,
during the closure at the discounted DePaul daily rate.
During the temporary closure of Kenmore, access
will only be allowed for service vehicles that will enter
by way of the east-west alley south of Fullerton to the
Schmitt Academic Center (SAC) loading dock. On, May
31 the barricades closing Kenmore at Fullerton and
at Belden will be removed, and the street will be reopened for both vehicle traffic and parking.
We thank you for your patience.
DePaul’s Office of Community, Government and
International Affairs

which time the neighbors will again have an opportunity to have their say.  (While this street is presently in the
32nd Ward, under the new ward map, which has yet to
go into effect, this area will become a part of the 43rd
Ward.) A copy of the notice that was hand-delivered
by DePaul to nearby neighbors appears in the middle
column below.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA”s Planning Committee.

Riv

June 1, Friday, SNA Patrons’ Party.
June 5, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
July 3, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board meeting.
July 21-22, Saturday-Sunday, 44th Annual
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival, Sheffield
and Webster.
August 7, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
September 4, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
October 2, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
November 6, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
November (date TBA), SNA Spaghetti Dinner.
December 4, Tuesday, 7:15 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
Check SNN, call 773-929-9255, or visit
the SNA website at www.sheffieldneighborhood.org to learn more about these and
other neighborhood events.

2300 block of Kenmore to close temporarily

go

Calendar
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DAN HERMANN
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Ch

ith spring in full swing and summer
right around the corner, this month’s
SNA newsletter focuses on the numerous outdoor activities happening
in our neighborhood, including sidewalk cafés,
the annual concert in the park series held in Trebes
Park, and, of course, the Sheffield Garden Walk &
Festival.
With respect to sidewalk cafés, last year there
were more than a dozen of them in the Sheffield
neighborhood and most were routinely utilized by
patrons of their respective businesses. Please know
that our Neighborhood Relations Committee is in
communication with the respective aldermanic
offices as necessary for compliance with the city
guidelines. This committee also works closely with
businesses that are applying for a sidewalk café for
the first time. Please see the article elsewhere on
this page for more detail.
Speaking of the Sheffield Garden Walk &
Festival, it’s just around the corner and the SGW
leadership is actively planning another great festival. This is the SNA’s largest fundraiser by far and
provides the source of revenue for operation of the
SNA, beatification of the parks, communication
to the neighborhood such as this newsletter, and
donations to area not-for-profit organizations and
schools. Please consider volunteering this year. It
really is a lot of fun and a chance to get to know
your neighbors. If you already volunteer each year,
thank you. See page 1 for more details.
In case you are not aware, each year, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association donates funds to
local schools and community organizations that do
good work in and around our neighborhood. This
year, we donated funds to 17 organizations. The
funds for these donations come from the net proceeds generated from the annual Sheffield Garden
Walk & Festival and is a practice that both has been
in place for more than two decades and of which
the SNA is very proud.
In DePaul University-related news, we review
in detail the proposed closing of the 2300 block
of Kenmore elsewhere on this page. The SNA and
DePaul University have always maintained a very
good working relationship and clear communication. SNA representatives are actively participating
in discussions and planning around this proposal.
We will communicate any developments on this
proposal to the community through email blasts,
this newsletter, and postings of meetings. Please let
us know of any questions or concerns.
We look forward to a great spring and summer
in the Sheffield neighborhood. Thank you.

Sheffield Neighborhood News

Armitage

Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on
the north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA
is 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; telephone 773929-9255; e-mail, sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@
hotmail.com.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
Sheffield Neighborhood Association
President		
Dan Hermann
First Vice-President
Ted Wrobleski
Second Vice-President
Judith Lauth Casey
Secretary		
Bas Bouma
Treasurer
Randall Royer
Assistant Treasurer
Bob Birkmeyer
Board of Directors: Paula Arnett, David Bassin, Pete
Burgeson, John D’Antonio, Laurie Dombrowski, Lisa Elkins, Patty Hayes, Malcolm Lambe, Laury Lewis, Stephanie
Linebaugh, Eric Mariani, Phil Piazza, John Roberts, Tony
Russomanno, Hilliary Szanto. Committee Chairs: Communications, Judith Lauth Casey; Community Safety, John
Roberts; Events, David Bassin; Historic Resources, TBA;
Long-Range Planning, Malcolm Lambe; Membership,
Paula Arnett; Neighborhood Relations: Patty Hayes; Parks
& Beautification, Laurence Lewis; Planning, Ted Wrobleski;
Schools, Stephanie Linebaugh; Garden Walk, Laurence
Lewis and Richard Ashbeck.
Staff of Sheffield Neighborhood News
Editor		
Jay Becker, 773-481-1147
Advertising Manager
Nancy Bradt, 312-203-4085
Items to be considered for the Sheffield Neighborhood
News should be sent to: Jay Becker, Editor, SNA, 2233 N.
Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614.
Copy and advertising deadlines are:
July/August
Deadline 6/21; distribution 7/6
Sept/Oct		
Deadline 8/23; distribution 9/7
Nov/Dec
Deadline 10/18; distribution 11/2
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Fundraiser to kick off playground renovation
BY TOM LAWSON

S

Festivals sponsored by SNA affiliates

SNA President Dan Hermann (l) and SNA Schools Committee
Chair Stephanie Linebaugh (r) with winners of this year’s SNA
Educator Awards.

Derby Bar and Grill will host a June 16 fundraiser for renovation of our local playgrounds.

Porch and deck safety measures

T

he City of Chicago warns residents of the danger
of overloading porches or decks with people,
grills, or heavy lawn furniture. The warning
emphasizes that porches are designed to provide
ingress and egress to dwelling units and not to serve as
storage areas or venues for large parties. Property owners,
landlords, and tenants share the responsibility of maintaining a safe environment.
This warning is especially important for those of you
who plan summer parties, especially during the July 21-22
Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.
The warning enumerates signs of a structurally unsound porch or deck system:
•
Decks pulling away from the exterior wall
•
Weak footing at ground level
•
Extensive exterior peeling paint
•
Loose handrails
•
Cracked or rotted members (e.g., steps, handrails,
decking)
•
Leaking roof structures, gutters, and downspouts
above the system
•
Loose and rotting decking and floor joists
•
Improper connection of structural members (e.g.,
upright and lookouts)
•
Balusters improperly installed and maintained
The Chicago Building Code establishes the standards for porch and deck construction. The city recommends hiring a licensed contractor with extensive
experience building or repairing porches and decks.
The building owner bears the ultimate responsibility for
obtaining a building permit to install or repair a porch or
deck, however. Architectural drawings may be required:
porch and deck prototype construction guidelines and
standards are available.
For additional information about porch and deck
safety, including a guide to maintenance and evaluation,
guides to design, and Porch FAQs, visit www.cityofchicago.org, or contact the Department of Buildings at 312744-3600 or buildings@cityofchicago.org. Most important, report signs of structural problems to 311; a building
inspector then will investigate.

Old Town Art Fair
June 9-10
312-337-1938
www.oldtowntriangle.com
Taste of Lincoln Avenue
July 28-29
www.wrightwoodneighbors.org/
Also check out:
Lincoln Park Arts & Music Festival
July 7-8
www.lincolnparkchamber.com

Photo for SNN by Tom Lawson

heffield’s two parks, Trebes Park and Clover
Playlot, contain playgrounds for young children. Both playgrounds not only serve our
community, but also serve as playgrounds for
our schools. Trebes serves the adjacent Oscar Mayer Elementary School and Clover serves St. Josaphat School.
Both playgrounds were renovated in the early 1990s
with leadership, planning, and funding from the Sheffield Neighborhood Association in cooperation with the
Chicago Park District.
Over the years, the parks have been used heavily
and need to be updated with ADA-compliant soft surfaces to replace the mulch/wood-chip base no longer
considered safe or clean. Some of the play equipment
has worn out and needs replacement. One of the swing
sets at Clover Playlot had to be removed for safety
reasons and was eventually replaced with a used swing
set, but the replacement is not the correct size.
Members of the Trebes Park and Clover Playlot
Advisory Councils, adjunct to the Chicago Park District, with the cooperation of the Chicago Park District
and Chicago Public Schools and a private recreation
planning company, have identified needs and improvements for both playgrounds. The next step is to begin
coordinating the process to develop plans with budgets,
which will be used to raise funds for renovation work.
Ryan Marks of local business Derby Bar and Grill,
1224 W. Webster, attended a recent Park Advisory
Council meeting and offered to begin a fundraiser donation program on behalf of the playground renovation.
For every dollar a customer donates to the playground
renovation, Derby will donate a dollar. In addition,
Derby is planning a “Cook Out on the Patio Playground
Fundraiser” on Saturday, June 16, from 1 pm to 5 pm.
The $30 admission fee for adults and $10 for will
include house wines, domestic beer drafts, burgers, and
hot dogs with sides.
This will be the first fundraiser in the long journey
to raise funds to begin the renovation of the playgrounds
in our community for our children and grandchildren.
If you would like to participate in this important
community playground renovation effort, you are welcome to attend the next Park Advisory Council meeting
on Monday, May 14, at 6 pm in room 116 of the Oscar
Mayer Elementary School, or you can contact Tom Law-

son at tom.lawson@att.net or Laury Lewis at LBL1948@
yahoo.com.
Tom Lawson is a member of SNA’s Parks and Beautification Committee and President of the Trebes Park Advisory
Council.

Clover Playlot’s playground equipment is in need of replacement; the same is true for Trebes Park.
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SNA presents four Sheffield Star Awards
BY TED WROBLESKI

F

SHEFFIELD’S SCHOOLS

contributor to the neighborhood in various ways throughout the years. Each year he has opened his garden during
the Sheffield Garden Walk to visitors and presented them
with a taste of Trotter’s famous offerings. He also operates
Trotter’s to Go on Fullerton.
The SNA congratulates each one of these recipients
for their well-deserved Star Award.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.
Photos for SNN by Fiona Royer

our Sheffield Star Awards were presented at
SNA’s 2012 Annual Meeting on February 9.
Each year since 1990, the Sheffield Neighborhood Association has presented the Star Awards
at the Annual Meeting to individuals or organizations
that have made a unique contribution to the SNA during the past year, have done some exceptional work in
our community in the past year, or have provided longterm service to the SNA or our community over a long
period of time.
Two volunteer organizations were presented with
Star Awards for their outstanding service to the children of our community. The Friends of Oscar Mayer
School works to support the programs and activities
of the Oscar Mayer Magnet School. In recent years,
the Mayer School has experienced a renaissance, with
a pre-school and more attendance from the community. The Friends of Mayer has been instrumental in
promoting the school as a viable choice for parents
in the neighborhood and supporting and supplementing the programs and activities available at the school.
Fundraisers such as the 5th Annual Walkathon this May
raise funds for this purpose. The Oz Park Baseball
Association provides Little League baseball at Oz Park
and Trebes Park for neighborhood children and other
children throughout the city. From modest beginnings
just two years ago, the program has grown so that now
over 900 kids participate. Opening Day this season
was postponed from April 28 to May 5 because of
the weather, but look for the kids to be out there each
weekend this summer.
Another Star Award was presented to SNA officer
and board member Richard Ashbeck for his outstanding service to the SNA and to the community. While
Richard stepped down from the board this year, he is
still one of the managers of the Sheffield Garden Walk.
His tireless work on the Garden Walk has been invaluable. Richard is active and knowledgeable about every
aspect of the festival. In addition, Richard has been an
active parishioner at St. Josaphat Parish and in raising
his family in this neighborhood where generations of
his family have lived and worked.
Last but not least, a Star Award was given to restauranteur Charlie Trotter. Charlie has announced that
he is closing his restaurant on Armitage after a spectacularly successful run. While achieving national and
international acclaim for this restaurant, Charlie Trotter
was a pioneer in making Armitage Avenue the thriving
commercial street that it has become and he has been a

Recipients of this year’s Sheffield Star Awards included (top)
Friends of Oscar Mayer, (middle) the Oz Park Baseball Association, and (bottom) Richard Ashbeck. Chef Charlie Trotter
also was honored.

May / June 2012

Big things are
happening at
Oscar Mayer
Magnet School!
BY VICKI DUHON

I

t’s important for you to know that one of our local neighborhood schools is really heading in
an amazing direction. The demand is extremely
high to get in and for great reason – the kids are
learning incredible things and the community is full of
engaged parents who are very involved in making it an
even better place for our children every day.
To that end, we just had some very exciting elections for parents to join our Local School Council – it
seems that many more parents wanted to join than we
had space, so congrats to the winners:
Parent Representatives: Alana Baum-Tansey, Bill
Choslovsky, Farah Denahan, Mark Sassower, Peter
Talmers, Amy Zemnick
Community Representatives: Lynora Dobry, Donna
Stein
Teacher Representatives: Tianna Davis-Lancaster,
Tracie Kenyon
Non-Teaching Staff Representative: Bailey Hall
And Friends of Mayer, our fundraising arm, is as
busy as ever as well. Here’s this year’s FOM board:
Dave Lewin, Olivia Potter, Mandy Shaw, Stephanie
Linebaugh, Maureen Riordan, Jen Gallinson, Mistie
Lucht, Jeff Shapack, Mike Brostedt, Adam Ochstein,
Pam Stennes.
The FOM board, along with an army of wonderful parent volunteers, just completed our 5th Annual
Walkathon and this year we launched a very exciting
Walkathon Family After-Party at Trebes Park as well.
The kids did laps around Trebes Park to encourage
health and fitness, and the school raised a great deal
of money (results to be published in the next issue of
SNN) from our wonderful sponsors and neighbors – we
couldn’t have done it without all of you!
The next big fundraiser will be the 1st Annual Mayer
Cubs Rooftop Benefit, “Step up to the Plate: A Mayer
Magnet Benefit.” Tickets for the May 17 event are on
sale for $75 per person if you’d like to join us! Visit
https://secure.beyondtheivy.com/fundraiser/mayer.
Thanks for everything all of our neighbors have
done to support our school. It only makes our neighborhood an even better place – and in more popular
demand – when you have an exceptional school in our
midst!
Vicki Duhon is an Oscar Mayer School parent.

Sheffield Garden Walk
& Festival
July 21-22, 2012
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SHEFFIELD’S BUSINESSES

McGee’s Tavern and Grill marks 25th anniversary in Sheffield
Photo for SNN by Tom Lawson

BY TOM LAWSON

B

rothers Phil and Tom Piazza, proprietors of
McGee’s Tavern and Grill, 950 W. Webster,
are celebrating their 25th year of operation.
They opened their doors in March 1988, serving fine libations and excellent food to residents of the
Sheffield community and DePaul University students,
staff, and faculty.
Phil and Tom were raised in a family that owned
and operated a small chain of supermarkets on the
south side of Chicago, where they were influenced and
began to hone their future entrepreneurship skills in
the hospitality industry. Their grandfather, Vito Maschiopinco, emigrated from Italy in the late 1920s and
settled what is now the Sauganash neighborhood of
Chicago, and was one of the original founding members of Queen of All Saints Basilica. He went to work
in the Chicago Stockyards and eventually opened a
butcher shop, Vito’s, on 63rd and State. His sons joined
him and the butcher shop became a full-service grocery
store, eventually growing to seven locations on the
south side. They developed what was to become the
first self-service meat display counter and were founding members of the Certified Grocery Chain. Phil and
Tom’s father and uncles continued operating the food
chain, while Phil became a store manager. Tom entered
the business world, working for Computer Associates.
In the mid-1980s, as large food chains began to
enter the south side, Phil began to realize that his future
lay elsewhere. The Piazza brothers heard about a Mexican restaurant that was available on the north side that
could possibly be converted into a tavern grill. This was
their opportunity. They leased what had been Raul’s
Mexican Cantina; cleaned, renovated, and opened their
first venture together; and over the years, McGee’s has
grown from one store with several bartenders to four
stores with a general manager, shift managers, bartenders, waitresses, busboys, and cooks — a source of

Phil and Tom Piazza have proudly served Sheffield since 1988.

employment for our community.
After they established their business in Sheffield,
Phil and Tom involved themselves with the community.
They have been contributing, consistent, and consulting partners every year of the Sheffield Garden Walk &
Festival. Over the years, they have provided a booth at
the Festival with alterative libations. This year, they plan
to offer their signature homemade-recipe delicious pizza
prepared in their on-site, state-of-the-art pizza kitchen
adjacent to McGee’s. Phil has served on the Sheffield
Neighborhood Association Board of Directors and they
have contributed food many times to Sheffield sponsored
events and meetings. Their major contribution every year
is their guiding effort to continue Sheffield’s rich historical past neighborhood Italian family tradition, the annual
Sheffield Spaghetti Dinner held every November. Along
with Ronnie Lenzi from the Erie Café, the Piazzas provide
a fabulous entree of home-recipe meat sauce to go along
with Lenzi’s pasta.
Phil and Tom have expanded their operations over
the years. In 1993, they acquired and remodeled the
Wrightwood Tap at 1059 W. Wrightwood after owner
Bob Donahue retired. They acquired well-known neighborhood tavern Durkin’s, 810 W. Diversey, in 1998.

They continued their growth in 2000 by acquiring the
large and popular Duffy’s at 420 W. Diversey. In 2002,
they acquired a renovated tavern and grill at 1325 W.
Wrightwood, remodeled it, and re-branded it to the
popular Maeve. This growth has continued with the
2004 opening of Redmond’s, 3358 N. Sheffield, and
the 2009 opening of Fion, 426 W. Diversey.
Continually growing their businesses, Phil and Tom
operate with the help of long-time employee Jen Pellant
of Bar 1 Events, a marketing/promotion business for
their group of hospitality locations to promote events
to the Piazzas’ many customers, including parties and
public service contributions. Jen has faithfully for many
years donated her time and talent helping to prepare
promotion materials and communications for the Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival.
Brothers Phil and Tom have never lost their familyinstilled roots of contributing back to the communities in which they have successfully operated their
businesses. This has been a blessing to our wonderful
Sheffield community. Phil sums it up: “Over the years,
it has been an interesting journey. Our customers have
become part of our lives and we enjoy serving them.”
Tom Lawson is a member of SNA’s Parks & Beautification Committee and chair of the Trebes Park Advisory
Council.

City stickers on sale
at ward offices

T

he Chicago City Clerk’s office will host a
city sticker/residential parking permit sale
with each of Sheffield’s wards in June.
For the 43rd Ward, Ald. Michele Smith’s
office will hold its sale on Saturday, June 2 from 9
am to 2 pm at the Ward office, 2523 N. Halsted.
For the 32nd Ward, visit the Ward office at 2657
N. Clybourn on Wednesday, June 20, from 10 am to
4 pm.
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Community safety update
BY JOHN ROBERTS

S

ummer is grilling season. Let’s light that grill
and cook all the great food that makes summer
fun. A few tips from the U.S. Consumer Protection Safety Commission will help make grilling
season safe:
Each year, about 30 people are injured as the result
of gas grill fires and explosions. Many of these fires and
explosions occur when consumers first use the grill
after the grill has been idle for a period of time or by
just refilling and reattaching the gas grill’s container. To
reduce the risk of fire or explosion, consumers should
routinely perform the following safety checks:
a. Check the tubes leading into the burner for any
blockage from insects, spiders, or food grease.
Use a pipe cleaner or wire to clear any blockage and push it to the main part of the burner.
b.
Check grill hoses for cracking, brittleness,
holes, and leaks. Make sure there are no sharp bends in
the hose or tubing.
c. Replace scratched or nicked connectors, which
could lead to an eventual gas leak.
d. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for
checking for gas leaks. If you smell gas or
when you reconnect the grill to the LP source,

immediately turn off the gas and do not attempt
to light the grill until the problem is corrected.
Keep any open flame away from the leak.
e. Never use your grill in any confined space (garage, under the porch). The gas grill should be at
least 10 feet from your residence or any surface
that might burn.
f. Check with your insurance company and/or your
homeowners’ association on the liability for the
gas grill on decks.
g. Never try to repair your gas grill’s gas valve or the
appliance yourself; contact a qualified appliance
repairman. Always follow the manufacturer’s
instructions.
h. When transporting the LP gas container, always
keep the container in the upright position.
Never keep the container in the trunk all day in
the hot sun.
i. Keep a grease catcher under the grill and then
dispose of the grease properly to keep the rodent
population from enjoying a feast.
j. Charcoal grills pose the same ventilation risks
as the gas grills; the added risk is loose charcoal embers that could fall on wooden or other
flammable surfaces. Never leave a charcoal grill
without extinguishing the embers due to the risk
of fire.
k. Gasoline should never be used as a starter fluid;
also with charcoal lighter fuel, do not try to spray
additional fuel on an active fire to minimize
flare-ups that can cause injury.
Summer also means swimming and other outdoor
activities that could lead to injuries or overexertion.
Every household and automobile should have a first
aid kit for those bumps and bruises. To learn the basics
of first aid and CPR, check out the American Heart
Association. It offers a variety of courses; for more
information and pricing, call (773) 981-2772 or go
online. The Red Cross also has training classes in first aid
and CPR.
Sign Up Today!
SNA urges you to sign up for crime bulletins provided by
the Chicago Police Department’s
Sergeant Schulman. (For example, Sergeant Schulman
recently sent a bulletin concerning the theft of catalytic
converters.) The bulletins advise the community of area
incidents and/or criminals that are operating in this
neighborhood. Sign up by sending a request via email to
Cynthia.Schumann@chicagopolice.org. If you have any
questions regarding the latest crime bulletins, call the 18th
District Community Policing Office at 312-742-5778.
The CAPS program still needs court advocate
volunteers to support victims of crime at court hearings.
Contact the 18th District Community Policing Office to
learn more.

Crime Track
For some time, SNA has tracked the major incidences
of crime, to keep the neighbors informed. Your vigilance has helped the police to keep this area’s crime
incidence down. Please keep up the good work by getting involved with the CAPS meetings and calling 911.
Initially, the project has been tracking nondomestic crimes to persons that occur on the streets,
sidewalks, and alleys, as well as in residential garages,
parking lots, and parks. Now we have added a separate track of residential/garage burglaries. The statistics
will be somewhat dated in that they are based upon
what is available from the Chicago Police Department’s
CLEARpath website on the date that material must be
submitted for publication. Thus, for this issue, the project tracked crimes from March 1, 2011, through April
14, 2012. This is not every incident, but gives a good
representation of the activity.
DAY/TIME		
March 26-11:40 PM
April 12-2:05 AM

BLOCK
900 W. Belden
1100 W. Webster

LOCATION
Sidewalk
Sidewalk

CRIME TYPE
Robbery-Armed
Aggravated Robbery

TOTALS
March 1 - April 14 (approximately 45 days) x 2 incidents = 1 incident per 22.5 days
January 12 - February 28 (approximately 48 days) x 2
incidents = 1 incident per 24 days
August 29 - January 11 (approximately 74 days) x 10
incidents = 1 incident per 7.4 days
August 20 - October 28 (approximately 70 days) x 6
incidents = 1 incident per 11.67 days
June 16 - August 19 (approximately 64 days) x 7 incidents
= 1 incident per 9.14 days
May 7 – June 15 (approximately 39 days) x 6 incidents
= 1 incident per 6.5 days
RESIDENTIAL/GARAGE BURGLARIES
DAY/TIME		
BLOCK
None.

LOCATION

CRIME TYPE

TOTALS
March 1 - April 14 (approximately 45 days) x 0 incidents = 0 incident per 45 days
January 12 - February 28 (approximately 48 days) x 3
incidents = 1 incident per 16 days
August 29 - January 11 (approximately 74 days) x 2
incidents = 1 incident per 37 days
CAPS Meetings
The Chicago Police Department monthly CAPS meetings are helpful in understanding the policing efforts
in our district (the 18th). The police prepare charts and
maps that identify all crimes committed in the last
month and discuss their efforts to arrest the perpetrators. They also bring the incident reports if a member
of the community wants further details of a crime. In
addition, the police bring guest speakers from the various departments to discuss their roles in the prevention
of crime and offer suggestions on how the community
can help. The police have a number of pamphlets
pointing out ways to protect yourself and the community, as well.
Attending a CAPS meeting is the best way to communicate your concerns to the officers who patrol your
community. SNA members attend the meetings, but
they need your support. I strongly urge members of
the community to take an active interest in the CAPS
program to show community support for the police.
*Beat 1811 & 1813 (1811-North Ave north to Fullerton,
Sheffield west to the Chicago River) & (1813-North Ave
north to Armitage. Sedgwick west to Sheffield)
July 18 at 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church,
1711 N. Cleveland.
*Beat 1812/1814 (1812-Armitage Ave north to Fullerton, Sedgwick then Clark west to Sheffield) &
(1814-North Ave north to Fullerton, Lake Michigan to
Sedgwick)
July 10 at 7 pm, Old Town Triangle, 1765 North Park
John Roberts chairs SNA’s Community Safety Committee.

Street cleaning
schedules available

F

or the 32nd Ward, visit http://ward32.org/residents/parking/sweeping/.
For the 43rd Ward, visit http://ward43.org/residents/streets-and-sanitation-services/.
Note that the signs posted for street cleaning are
color-coded for each day.
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for the holidays; brats, wings, and ribs for game days; and
burgers and steaks for cookouts. There are also exotic
offerings for the more adventurous, such as alligator, wild
boar, and elk. Ordering ahead can simplify catering for
your special gathering, while salads and deli trays can
help round out the menu.
Also in close proximity is the Farmers Market in
the Lincoln Park High School parking lot. Occurring
every Saturday morning, a series of stalls offer an array
of succulent, fresh produce, colorful, fragrant flowers,
and a whole host of other home-style items. Vendors
are willing to offer tastes, which adds to the feeling of
community and makes for a wonderfully relaxing start to
the weekend. Ripe peaches, fresh breads and interesting
cheeses definitely add character to local get-togethers.
No dinner is complete without a little something
sweet, and the Sheffield neighborhood is lucky enough to
have two very good bakeries within its boundaries. Floriole Café and Bakery began life as a stand at Chicago’s
Green City Market. Here, they sell pastries alongside
bread, sandwiches, and salads in a beautiful, light-filled
interior. Motivated by a “love for honest food,” their philosophy prompts them to source from sustainable farms
and to use organic products. A flaky fruit tart or delicate
French macaroons will surely please your guests.
Situated very close by on Webster is Sweet Mandy
B’s, another delightful dessert stop. Proclaiming “we
just want to put a big smile on your face,” this store will
put you in a good mood. The saturated pastel hues are
uplifting and the counter filled with frothy, gooey treats
makes your mouth begin to water. The biggest challenge
is choosing between cabinet pudding, peanut butter chiffon, and other equally enticing items.
Savor the summer!
Gepperth’s Market
1964 N. Halsted, 773-549-3883
Hours: Tuesdays to Fridays 9:30 am to 6:30 pm,
Saturdays 8:30 am to 5 pm
www.gepperthsmarket.com

Hours: Saturdays 7 am to 1 pm, May 12-October 27

SHEFFIELD’S BUSINESSES

Summer suppers in Sheffield
BY FIONA ROYER

S

unshine, sunsets, and suppers….Summer is a
time for sitting outside and sharing a spread
with your spouse, sweetheart, or Sheffield
neighbor! These neighborhood resources will
help to make your soiree go just swell.
Established in 1906, Gepperth’s Market is a longstanding neighborhood staple trading under the tag
line, “Chicago’s finest meat market.” Here you can find
something for every occasion: goose, duck, and turkey

SNA Business Members

Please shop locally and support the following SNA
business members:		

2 point perspective, inc.		
2120 N. Bissell
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack 2657 N. Clybourn
43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith
2523 N. Halsted
AHWA c/o 1154 Lill Studio*		
904 W. Armitage
All She Wrote			
825 W. Armitage
Armitage Racine Currency Exchange
1166 W. Armitage
Paula Arnett of Baird & Warner		
737 N. Michigan
Baker Construction Group		
2222 N. Elston #201
Bauhs Creative Group		
904 W. Webster
Beaumont Bar & Grill		
2020 N. Halsted
Carol Wolk Interiors			
2000 N. Clifton
Carly Rizor of Christy Webber
Landscapes			
2900 W. Ferdinand
Chicago Beverage Systems		
Children’s Memorial Hospital		
2300 Children’s Plaza
City Suites			
933 W. Belmont
Cotelac				
1159 W. Webster
Dee’s Restaurant			
1114 W. Armitage
Dentistry for Children and Families
1721 N. Halsted
DePaul Library			
2350 N. Kenmore
DePaul University			
1 E. Jackson
Derby Bar & Grill			
1224 W. Webster
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop		
2070 N. Clybourn
Dr. Lori Portnoy 			
954 W. Armitage
Faith & Whiskey			
1365 W. Fullerton
Family Pet Animal Hospital		
1401 W. Webster
Fifth Third Bank			
145 W. North
Floriole Bakery			
1220 W. Webster
General Iron Industries, Inc.		
1909 N. Clifton
Glascott & Associates		
2156 N. Halsted
Golden Nail Builders, Inc.		
2052 N. Seminary
Grand Street Gardens		
2200 W. Grand
Greater Little Rock Church		
834 W. Armitage
Headley School Condo Assn.		
2107 N. Magnolia
Hellman Frame Shop		
2152 N. Bissell
Home Depot			
2665 N. Halsted
ICM Properties			
1438 W. Belmont
John’s Place			
1200 W. Webster
K. Paige Salon			
956 W. Webster
Kelly’s Pub			
949 W. Webster
Killion				
1006 W. Armitage
Kincade’s				
950 W. Armitage
Kremin & Associates,
a personal injury firm		
2312 N. Janssen
Lakeshore Sport and Fitness		
1320 W. Fullerton
Laudi Vidni			
1007 W. Armitage
Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
1925 N. Clybourn
Little Sisters of the Poor		
2325 N. Lakewood
Liz Kores Public Relations		
2053 N. Seminary
Lori’s Designer Shoes		
824 W. Armitage
Majestic Hotel			
528 W. Brompton
Mario’s Place Barber Shop		
2347 N. Southport
McCaffrey Interests			
875 N. Michigan #1800
McGee’s Tavern & Grille		
950 W. Webster
Milito Car Wash			
1106 W. Fullerton
Milito Mobil			
1106 W. Fullerton
My Corner Playroom			
2121 N. Clybourn
Nancy Krause Floral Design		
1101 W. Webster
Nookies Too, Inc.			
2114 N. Halsted
OSP: Original Smith Printing		
PNC Bank				
1640 W. Fullerton
Rinehart Design Group		
1236 W. Webster
Robinson’s #1 Ribs			
655 W. Armitage
Millie Rosenbloom of Baird & Warner
2762 N. Lincoln
Sai Café, Inc.			
2010 N. Sheffield
Sal’s Deli				
1013 W. Webster
Serpe Insurance			
2538 N. Lincoln
Sir Speedy				
1711 N. Clybourn
Spex				
2136 N. Halsted
St. James Lutheran Church & School
2101 N. Fremont
St. Josaphat Church			
2311 N. Southport
St. Vincent de Paul Center		
2145 N. Halsted
St. Vincent’s Church			
1010 W. Webster
State Restaurant & Café		
935 W. Webster
Stuff				
955 W. Webster
Tarantino’s			
1112 W. Armitage
The Local Option			
1102 W. Webster
The Poison Cup			
1128 W. Armitage
The Salvation Army Thrift Store		
2258 N. Clybourn
Treasure Island			
2121 N. Clybourn
Vrai Amour LLC			
953 W. Webster
Webster Pilates & Wellness Collective
1141 W. Webster
Webster’s Wine Bar			
1480 W. Webster
West End Dental			
1166 W. Armitage
Willows Hotel			
555 W. Surf
Zig Zag Kitchen			
2436 N. Lincoln
*Armitage Halsted Webster Association of merchants.

Farmers Market
Lincoln Park High School Parking Lot, Armitage and Orchard

Floriole Café and Bakery
1220 W. Webster, 773-883-1313
Hours: Mondays 8 am to 2 pm, Tuesdays to Fridays
7 am to 5:30 pm, Saturdays 8 am to 5:30 pm,
Sundays 8 am to 4 pm
www.floriole.com
Sweet Mandy B’s
1208 W. Webster, 773-244-1174
Hours: Sundays to Thursdays 8 am to 9 pm,
Fridays to Saturdays 8 am to 10 pm
www.sweetmandybs.com
Fiona Royer is a member of the SNA Communications
Committee.

SNA WINS AT&T AWARD – AT&T Illinois recently presented the Sheffield Neighborhood Association with an
“AT&T Investing in Illinois Award.” These awards provide
resources and recognition to organizations and programs
that are improving lives in their communities and the
state by advancing education, economic growth, new
technologies, and other essential community services.
From left are Illinois State Representative Ann Williams, SNA Parks & Beautification Chair Laury Lewis,
Trebes Park Advisory Council Chair Tom Lawson, 43rd
Ward Alderman Michele Smith, and U.S. Congressman
Mike Quigley.

Attention, Sheffield neighbors!

D

o you enjoy receiving the Sheffield Neighborhood News? Do you enjoy seeing the planters on corners of
our commercial streets? Do you enjoy the neighborhood events? Do you know that the Sheffield Neighborhood Association works with the Aldermen’s offices and city departments to help provide guidance on
neighborhood needs? Do you know that SNA is a volunteer group of residents and businesses that work
together to improve the conditions of life, work, recreation, health and safety of our neighborhood? Would you like
to receive e-mail notices about neighborhood issues and events?
Please support SNA by becoming a member! Just because you receive the Sheffield Neighborhood News does
not mean you are an SNA member. Read this issue of SNN to see all that SNA does for you!
For your convenience, you can pay the small fee by check or credit card and renew for a one or three-year period.
SNA welcomes the following new members: Kremin & Associates, a personal injury firm, at 2312 N. Janssen,
McCaffrey Interests at 875 N. Michigan, and Christy Webber Landscapes at 2900 W. Ferdinand.
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join. Membership dues are: Family $20
1-year or $50 3-years; Individual l at $15 1-year or $35 3-years, Senior $5 1-year or $10 3-years, Business $25
1-year or $60 3-years. Please complete the form below and mail it with your check to the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. If you are a member but have not received your membership
window decal and would like to display one, please let us know at sheffieldneighborhoodassociation@hotmail.com.

How can I....

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?
		

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
			
One Year
Three Years			
One Year
Family membership
$20
$50		
Senior membership $5 		
Individual membership $15
$35		
Business membership $25		

Three Years
$10
$60

Credit Card __MasterCard __Visa __Discover Card
Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number					
Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:						
E-mail:
Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614
or fax to: 312-592-7565 if using credit card.
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Celebrating the legacy of Children’s Memorial
BY TED WROBLESKI

O

n June 9, Children’s Memorial Hospital will
move to Streeterville, ending 130 years of
service in Lincoln Park, and becoming the
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital
of Chicago. On April 24, the Lincoln Park Community
Research Initiative (LPCRI) presented its Spring Program, “The Legacy of Children’s Memorial Hospital:
Celebrating 130 Years in Lincoln Park,” recognizing the
impact that Children’s Memorial Hospital has had in
Lincoln Park and its groundbreaking contributions to
advances that have been made in pediatric medicine
both locally and nationally over the past century.
The program, which was held at DePaul University’s
Student Center at Belden and Sheffield, featured moderator Janet Davies of ABC7 News with panelists Sarah
Bain, President of the Founder’s Board at Children’s
Memorial Hospital; Susan Hayes Gordon, Chief Government and Community Relations Officer at Children’s
Memorial Hospital; Sanford T. Shulman, M.D., Chief of
the Division of Infectious Diseases at Children’s Memorial and the Virginia H. Rogers Professor of Pediatric
Infectious Diseases at Northwestern University’s Feinberg School of Medicine; and Maggie Williamson, a
young woman who was a patient at Children’s, a DePaul
graduate, and now an employee at Children’s.
After welcoming remarks by Rev. Dennis H.
Holtschneider, C.M., President of DePaul University,
and Fran Casey, DePaul’s Director of Community Affairs, Janet Davies welcomed the panelists and introduced Dr. Shulman, who presented a slide show about
the history of Children’s Memorial. It began in 1882
with Julia Foster Porter, a Lincoln Park resident who
founded an eight-bed hospital in a home at Belden and
Halsted named in memory of her son, Maurice Porter,
who had died of rheumatic fever. The hospital expanded with a larger building on Fullerton a few years later
and was renamed Children’s Memorial in 1903. Dr.
Shulman’s photos from the ensuing decades traced the
growth of the hospital over the years with great changes
in the physical plant but a consistent and continuing
dedication to the children and their families.
After the presentation, the panelists reflected on
their experiences with the hospital. Sarah Bain discussed the extraordinary generosity of the many donors
and fundraisers for the hospital over the years. Susan
Hayes Gordon talked about her experiences in dealing
with the community and how the hospital has interacted with community groups and individuals during
its time of growth. Dr. Shulman talked about some of
the outstanding doctors and the treatments that were
pioneered at Children’s, particularly with organ transplants. On the most personal note, Maggie Williamson,
a young woman who was recently married, talked
about her continuing treatments over the years as a
child for cystic fibrosis. That treatment has enabled her
to not only survive a disease that is often fatal in childhood or young adulthood, but to graduate from college,
be productively employed, and get married. She talked
about how the doctors, nurses, and other members of
the staff not only provided first-class medical services

From left, moderator Janet Davies with panelists Maggie Williamson, Sarah Bain, Susan Hayes Gordon, and Dr. Sanford T.
Shulman.

From left, Bain, Williamson, Davies, Shulman, and Gordon
with Fran Casey, DePaul’s Director of Community Affairs.

but the inspiration, support, and friendship that helped
her to endure her treatment and thrive.
After discussing her own experiences with her child
with Children’s, Janet Davies opened the discussion up
to the audience. A number of the about 200 attendees
were Children’s employees or former employees. One of
the audience members recalled treating Maggie Williamson when she was about six years old and talked about
how inspirational it was for the staff to treat her. Another
employee talked about how dedicated and special it
was to interact with the children and to work with their
families. A DePaul student who was providing technical
support with the microphones and other devices for the
program went to the microphone and revealed that he
had been treated as a young child at Children’s for a rare
blood disease and probably would not have been there
at the program without the care that he received for that
disease, for which he always wanted to thank the doctors, even though he did not remember their names. Dr.
Shulman commented that he may in fact been one of the
doctors who treated him.
The program concluded with a presentation about
the new Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, a stateof-the-art facility, but, as so many emphasized, one that
hopefully will be the setting for the same skill and dedication of the people of Children’s Memorial Hospital that
has been its hallmark over the past 130 years.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.
The Lincoln Park Community Research Initiative (LPCRI)
is a partnership of Lincoln Park community organizations including the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
and DePaul University. LPCRI collects, documents, and
preserves the shared history of DePaul and the Lincoln
Park community and holds two educational programs
each year in the spring and the fall examining that history
and current topics of interest. For more information or
to donate materials, contact fcasey@depaul.edu or visit
http://cgia.depaul.edu.

Sheffield* neighborhood real estate activity
BY PAULA ARNETT

B

ased on the data supplied by MRED** and
shown on the accompanying chart, the number of real estate contracts for the first quarter
of 2012 has increased by 93% over 2011, or
54 vs. 28, and the greatest increase since the market
decline in 2008. The increase is due to the number
of contracts for condos, which increased by 281%,

or 45 in 2012 and 16 in 2011. However, contracts for
single-family homes decreased by 43% or 3 in 2012 and
7 in 2011. Multi-unit contracts increased to 5 in 2012
compared to 3 in 2011, or by 60%.
Paula Arnett is SNA Membership Chair and a Broker Associate with Baird & Warner specializing in residential real
estate sales for over 25 years.
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago
River on the West.

Sheffield Neighborhood*				
Number of contracts pending
Jan. 1 through March 31**		

2007 2008 2009
2010
2011 2012
Single Family 15
7
5
11
7
3
Condo
42
22
25
28
16
45
Multi Unit
4
3
0
0
3
5
Vacant Land 0
0
0
0
2
1
Total
61
32
30
39
28
54
*Sheffield’s boundaries are Armitage on the South, Fullerton on the
North, Halsted on the East and the Chicago River on the West.		
**Reported from Midwest Real Estate Data LLC on April 25, 2012.

Sheffield Garden
Walk & Festival
July 21-22, 2012

