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Community beautification lifts spirits and property values
BY LAURY LEWIS

D

o you want to participate in and
contribute to the beautification of
the Sheffield neighborhood?
Research has shown that community beautification programs result in
increased property values, attract business
investment and improve the neighborhood
reputation. Beauty is one of the top three factors in creating community loyalty.
The Sheffield Neighborhood Association’s
(SNA) Award-Winning Beautification program
began in 2000. Since then, more than 225
trees were planted on the parkways throughout the neighborhood. In addition, SNA designed and installed 65 wrought-iron planter
boxes at many intersections along Webster,
Halsted, Armitage, Clybourn and Southport.
The reputation of Sheffield as the “Garden
District of Chicago” was further enhanced
with the installation of over 100 colorful
Sheffield banners on light poles throughout
the neighborhood noting this designation.
The annual Sheffield Music Festival & Garden
Walk (SMFGW) gives further credibility to the
uniqueness of the Sheffield neighborhood.
Since 2000, SNA, with proceeds from the
SMFGW and a donation from A. Finkl & Sons,
has planted and maintained the 65 surface
planters with a colorful arrangement of summer flowers from Memorial Day through Oc-

Save the date for the
2017 Patrons’ Party
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Clybourn Corridor —
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tober. Shortly after Thanksgiving, festive winter
greens have been added to all of the planters
to provide color through the end of February.
Since Finkl moved from the neighborhood,
the entire cost of beautification, including the
planters, has been borne by SNA. In the last
several years, the proceeds from the SMFGW
have been affected by increased competition
from other festivals and pay for view venues

SNA Annual Meeting
set for February 16
BY HOLLY PANTER

T

he 2017 annual general membership meeting
of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association will
be held on February 16, 2017, at 7 pm at The
Arrogant Frog, 1365 W. Fullerton. Delicious,
light refreshments from local neighborhood establishments will be served. (Please note that the Arrogant
Frog is a 21 and over establishment.)
The SNA general membership meeting will be
preceded by the board’s regular monthly SNA Board of
Directors’ meeting, at 6 pm. The first order of business
at the meeting will be the election of new officers and
directors. The proposed slate of officers and directors is
recommended by the Nominating Committee and approved by the Board of Directors.
The meeting will include a report on the State
of Sheffield by President Malcolm Lambe, as well as
reports from chairs of various SNA committees. The
Sheffield Star Awards for 2016, in recognition for outstanding service to the community and/or to the SNA,
will also be presented.
Current SNA members are invited, new SNA members are invited to join and SNA neighbors are invited
to see what SNA is all about, while sharing a glass of
wine and enjoying some wonderful local food of the
neighborhood! We look forward to seeing everyone on
February 16.
Holly Panter chairs SNA’s Events Committee.

Winter reminders
for the coming
year
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2016 —
The year
in review

Planning and changes for the
49th Annual Sheffield
Music Festival & Garden Walk

T

he music festival and garden walk is set for
July 21-23, 2017. This neighborhood event
is one of the largest neighborhood festivals
in Chicago. The 2016 festival and garden
walk was produced by the partnership of the Sheffield Neighborhood Association and Chicago Special
Events Management. The net proceeds from the event
will help SNA donate money to the schools, parks,
beautification and other social service organizations
in the area.
There were several changes implemented in
2016 that will continue and be enhanced in 2017.
These include the second music stage, an expanded
kids’ corner (last year, a record was set for kids’
corner participation), expanded food choices and
the 6th Annual Chicago Craft Beer Festival. Those
individuals that want to participate with SNA and
volunteer their time and talents in helping to produce this year’s event, please contact Laury Lewis,
co-chairman at lbl1948@yahoo.com, or Patty Hayes,
co-chairman at pattyjhayes@yahoo.com.
Photo for SNN by Matt Rubinberg

H

illiary Szanto, Allison Spriggs
and Patty Hayes will again organize the SNA Patrons’ Party,
which is tentatively scheduled for
Friday, June 2. This annual event is hosted at
a neighbor’s home or Sheffield business to
raise start-up costs for the Sheffield Music
Festival and Garden Walk. The 49th annual
SMF&GW will be held July 21-23. Each attendee for the Patrons’ Party makes a specified donation and brings an appetizer, while
beverages are provided through donations
from local businesses and SMF&GW vendors. If you are interested in hosting this
year’s Patrons’ Party, please contact either
Hilliary at hszanto@gmail.com or Allison at
allison.spriggs@gmail.com.

Wrought-iron planters beautify our neighborhood.

and bad weather (rain and heat). The future
funding of the planters is uncertain.
We are appealing to neighborhood residents, businesses and community organizations to financially help and support this rich
unique tradition which adds to the charm and
beauty of our historic neighborhood. Believe
it or not, that even though summer seems like
a long time from now, the design and planning for this year’s planters has started. Please
help SNA by contacting info@sheffieldneighborhood.org to find out what you can do.
Thank you.
Laury Lewis chairs SNA’s Beautification and
Parks Committee.

Kids’ Corner was a highlight of the 2016 SMF&GW.
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It’s time to
apply for
sidewalk cafés
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DePaul University
Neighborhood Parking Program

T

he Neighborhood Parking Program on
DePaul University’s Lincoln Park campus was developed with the cooperation of the Transportation Committee,
a community-university advisory committee
coordinated by DePaul’s Office of Community
& Government Relations. The program allows
eligible Lincoln Park residential neighbors to
park on-campus during off-peak hours, FREE of
charge during the academic year.
In addition to the free program, area residents can purchase a 24-hour Clifton Parking
Garage (only) permit. See the Rules and Regulations for details.
Lincoln Park homeowners who reside
within the following boundaries are eligible for
the program: Altgeld (north) - Armitage (south) Halsted (east) - Wayne (west). The homeowner
must reside at the property address within the
boundaries of the program. There are a limited
number of permits available to the first 300 participants. Participation is limited to one permit
per household. Proof of residency is required at
the time of registration (both walk-up and mail).
Available parking time and locations for the
Area Resident:   
Student Surface Lots L and P: (Lot L is located
between Fullerton and Montana on Sheffield. Lot P
is located on the north side of Fullerton east of the
El tracks)
Monday - Friday: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.
* Weekends: Available all day.
Clifton Parking Garage (2330 N. Clifton):
Monday - Friday: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.
* Weekends: Available all day.
*Weekday availability is subject to change and
you would be notified.
Term of Area Resident Parking Permit: Sept. 1,
2016 - Aug. 31, 2017.

PLANNING REPORT

Clybourn Corridor — what’s next?
BY TED WROBLESKI

T

he Chicago Department of Planning and Development (DPD) is coming to the end of its planning process for the future of the North Branch
Industrial Corridor. The DPD has held a series of
public meetings over the past year explaining the results
of its study and soliciting comment from the public. The
North Branch Industrial Corridor extends along the north
branch of the Chicago River from Chicago Avenue to past
Fullerton Avenue.
The Clybourn Corridor
The principal area of concern for the Sheffield neighbors
and nearby areas has been the portion of this area commonly known as the Clybourn Corridor from Fullerton
to North Avenue. With the recent sale of the former
Gutman Tannery, Lakin, and Finkl Steel sites, the future
of development in this area has been a primary area of
attention in the North Branch review process.
The future of the Clybourn Planned Manufacturing
District (PMD) with its restrictions on development aimed
at industrial and related uses and prohibition of residential or commercial development is in doubt. The DPD
instead has proposed a “mixed use” zoning for this area
with an emphasis on tech-oriented industrial development, but permitting some commercial and/or residential
use.
Public comments at the meetings have indicated that
there is considerable support for tech-oriented industrial
development as an important economic engine and job
center for the City of Chicago. Development such as
the construction of a new facility for C.H. Robinson now
underway on the former Gutman Tannery site has been
favorably received. While some residential or commercial use may be acceptable, there was little support for
any large-scale residential or commercial development,
as the area already has a great deal of such development
nearby.
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Make your voice heard
As a part of this effort to get a new park or parks in the

Clybourn Corridor, Aldermen Michele Smith and Brian
Hopkins have written a letter to the city that has been
published as an Op-ed in the Chicago Tribune calling
for recreational park space in the Clybourn Corridor.
You can go to either of the aldermanic websites to see a
copy of the letter. The Sheffield Neighborhood Association is supporting this effort with a letter of our own.
Thus far, the DPD has recognized the need for
open space but has been noncommittal about the development of a park of any significant size. Residents
are invited to send their emails and other messages to
the DPD supporting this effort at dpd@cityofchicago.
org or go to cityofchicago.org/dpd or smapapp.com/
chicago. Without overwhelming public support, it is
possible that a real park may not become part of the
plan and a great opportunity will be lost.
The Department of Planning and Development
is planning to have one more public meeting regarding the North Branch Industrial Corridor. The date and
time of the meeting are yet to be announced. Look for
the notice of the meeting and if you are interested in
the future of your neighborhood, attend the meeting
and let the City know your views on the future of this
important part of the future of Chicago.
Ted Wrobleski chairs SNA’s Planning Committee.
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Residents’ concerns
As the public meetings have demonstrated, the principal
concerns of residents are the impact of development
on traffic in the area and the urgent need for additional
park space. With regard for transportation, residents
would like to see improved access across the Chicago
River to and from the Kennedy Expressway. This could
include another bridge across the river and/or widening of existing bridges. In addition, there are proposals
for the extension of the “606” pathway across the Kennedy Expressway and the river into Lincoln Park as well
as improvements in the Metra Station and other public
transportation.
Above all, however, the public comments at the
meetings have focused on the urgent need for significant
additional park space. In 1998, the Chicago Park District
issued a study that called for 2 to 5 acres of public space
per 1,000 people in the city. The Lincoln Park and Bucktown areas of the city are grossly deficient in park space
when measured by this study, with only .65 of an acre
per 1,000 residents. Residents have made their need for
additional space known at each meeting with the DPD.
There is a need not only a narrow green space along the
river but for real parks of sufficient size for team sports,
recreation, and all of the activities that go along with a
thriving urban life. This includes space for little league,
soccer, and other sports activities for both our increasing
number of children and active adults of all ages.

Attendees discuss plans for the Clybourn Corridor at a December 13, 2016 community meeting.
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Eligible homeowners may apply in-person
or via mail every year.
Complete the 2016-17 Area Resident
Parking Permit Application.
Bring proof of residency. You are
required to present 2 ID’s with your current
address (e.g. driver’s license, state of Illinois ID,
etc.) or 1 ID and 1 proof of residency such as a
utility bill with your name and current address.
Area Resident parking permits are
available at the DePaul University Parking
Services Office, 2320 N. Kenmore, Room 177,
open Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
If you already have an access card,
please bring it with you when you re-register
or include the card number and your e-mail
address on the application, so that we can
program the card to give access for the new
academic year. Lost access cards will incur a
$15 replacement charge.
If you are applying via mail, please return
the application and proof of residency to the
Parking Services Office at 2320 N. Kenmore,
Room 177, Chicago, IL 60614.
For more information, visit http://go.depaul.
edu/NPP or call (773) 325-7275.
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Permit display: Area resident homeowners will
be issued an “Area Resident” parking hang tag
which must be displayed when parking in all
DePaul facilities. An access card is required for
entrance to the Clifton Parking Garage. Please
note that a parking permit does not guarantee
an available space in the parking facilities.

Sheffield Neighborhood News

Armitage

Sheffield Neighborhood News is the publication of the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA), a community
organization representing the commercial, industrial and
residential constituencies in the area bounded by Halsted
on the east, the Chicago River on the west, Fullerton on the
north, and Armitage on the south. The address of SNA is
2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614; e-mail, info@sheffieldneighborhood.org.
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org
Sheffield Neighborhood Association
President		
Malcolm Lambe
First Vice-President
Ted Wrobleski
Second Vice-President
Laury Lewis
Secretary		
Lisa Elkins
Treasurer
Randall Royer
Assistant Treasurer
David Zoretic
Board of Directors: David Bassin, Pete Burgeson, John
D’Antonio, Laurie Dombrowski, Lisa Elkins, Brett Gallagher, Jim Gramata, Patty Hayes, Cadey O’Leary, Beth
O’Shaughnessy, Holly Panter, Ann Redgate, John Roberts,
Hilliary Szanto, Josh Thornton. Committee Chairs: Budget,
Randall Royer; Communications, Laurie Dombrowski,
Hilliary Szanto, and Cadey O’Leary; Community Safety,
John Roberts; Contributions, David Zoretic; Events, Holly
Panter; Garden Walk, Richard Ashbeck, Patty Hayes, Dan
Hermann, and Laurence Lewis. Historic Resources, Ted
Wrobleski; Membership, Ann Redgate; Neighborhood Relations: Patty Hayes; Nominating, Hilliary Szanto; Parks &
Beautification, Laurence Lewis; Planning, Ted Wrobleski;
Schools, Brett Gallagher.
Staff of Sheffield Neighborhood News
Editor		
Jay Becker, 773-481-1147
Advertising Manager
Rhonda Emrich, 312-203-4747
Items to be considered for the Sheffield Neighborhood
News should be sent to: Jay Becker, Editor, SNA, 2233 N.
Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614.
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Winter reminders for 2017
BY PATTY HAYES

A

s winter is here, it is always helpful to review
the City’s winter parking restrictions and snow
removal procedures. Chicago’s annual snowrelated parking restrictions began, Tuesday,
December 1, 2016, at 3 am on a number of critical arterial streets and will end Friday, April 1, 2017, regardless of snowfall or accumulation.
Motorists ignoring the posted seasonal tow zone
face a minimum $150 towing fee in addition to a $50
ticket and an initial $10 daily storage fee.
A separate ban on parking exists on additional
main streets when there is 2 inches of snow on the
street, regardless of the time of day or the calendar date.
These streets include Halsted-Armitage-Clark-NorthDivision-Lincoln-Clybourn-Fullerton and Diversey.
Both of these seasonal restrictions are marked by
signs that are permanently posted on designated routes.
They constitute Chicago’s “Snow Route System,” which
was created in response to massive snowstorms. These
routes must be clear for emergency vehicle access.
Snow Issues
In addition to parking issues, there are many safety issues related to snowfalls. In accordance with 10-8-180
Snow and Ice Removal Policy, every owner, lessee, tenant, occupant, or other person having responsibility of
any building or lot of ground in the city abutting upon
any public way or public place shall remove the snow
from the sidewalk in front of such building or lot.
The City of Chicago’s “Request a Snow Corp
Volunteer” connects volunteers with residents in need
of snow removal, such as seniors and residents with disabilities. To request a volunteer to shovel your block in
case of extreme snowfall, call 311.
According to the City of Chicago municipal code,
residents and business owners have three hours to clear
the snow if it stops falling by 4 pm (except Sundays). If
the snow stops falling after 4 pm or on a Sunday, snow
must be cleared before 10 am the next day. Individuals
who do not comply with the sidewalk snow ordinance
can face fines of $50. Businesses that do not comply
with the sidewalk snow removal ordinance can face
fines from $200-$500 per day of violation.
A “Snow – Uncleared Sidewalk” report can be submitted to the City of Chicago 311 Service Request line.
(Dial 311 or online at www.city of Chicago.org/311.
Outside of the city limits, call 312-744-5000.

•
When making this call or report, be sure the
problem occurs on the sidewalk.
•
Do not use this category to report snow on
streets, parking lots, or alleys.
Provide a specific address where the issue occurs.
•
•
Request a reference number from the operator;
this will help track the status and resolution of the
request.
In case of severely frozen snow and ice, the person
having responsibility of the sidewalk is required to place
ashes, sand, sawdust or other suitable materials to eliminate any danger to pedestrians. There is a provision that
protects people who remove snow or ice at such locations from being held liable for civil damages.
If you have a neighbor who is elderly or otherwise
physically unable to clear his or her own sidewalk, please
call your Alderman and he or she will attempt to find
volunteers to assist.
The Municipal Code of Chicago requires individuals
to clear a 5-foot-wide path along the sidewalk, where
conditions allow.

• Help your neighbors! Many residents get away from
the cold Chicago winters; if you notice neighbors who
are out-of-town for an extended period of time, lend
a hand and help clear their public sidewalk in front of
their residence.
Note: “Sandwich advertising boards” are not eligible for city permits and are city Public Way offenses
and will be ticketed by the city.
Patty Hayes chairs SNA’s Community Relations Committee and co-chairs the Sheffield Music Festival and
Garden Walk.

Most Efficient Ways to Remove Snow from the Sidewalk:
•
Remove snow and ice along ALL sidewalks
adjacent to your property
•
Move snow to your yard or the parkway adjacent
to your property
•
Do not push snow from the sidewalk into the street
•
Do not cover the crosswalks with snow
•
Do not block alley entrances with snow
•
Do not pile snow around fire hydrants
Good Business Neighbor Guidelines:
• As winter approaches, all snow or ice must be removed
from the walkway in front of your business.
• Sweep and clean up any trash around your property.
Please sweep in front of your neighbors, as well.
• Keep lights on in front and rear of your property. If a
light fixture needs to be changed, please call 311.
• If there are any vacant storefronts or doorways near
your business, remove newspapers or exposed mail that
is present.
• If there is a vacant property that needs maintenance,
notify the owner or real estate agent or contact your local
Alderman’s office.
• Do not let trash receptacles near your property overflow with garbage.
• Maintain and keep dumpster storage areas and adjacent
alley areas clean and free of debris.

Special Advertorial Section

Why it matters what real estate agent you use

H

aving recently relocated back to
Chicago, Alex and his wife started
their home search with a large
“online” type of agency. They’d
gone on countless home tours over the course
of a year, and were no closer to owning a
home.
“We felt we were not getting enough
feedback from our agent, and had lost out on
a number of offers as a result. Quite frankly,
I felt that they were somewhat disengaged in
the process,”shared Alex.
While in the lobby of his condo, Alex
came across Millie Rosenbloom of Baird and
Warner taking a client on a tour of the building. Instantly Alex could see the rapport she
had with her buyers that he and his wife were
so desperately missing with their own broker.
Millie was pointing out ‘must see’ features of
the building and offering personalized advice.
Her full engagement in the process led Alex to
literally chase Millie to her car after the showing to introduce himself and get her card.
Within days, Alex and his wife knew they
were in the rights hands with Millie and her
team. Instead of being blindly let through
properties, they were now the ones getting
the insight regarding location, potential property faults, and competitive pricing. A month
into the process, Millie presented them a
newly listed home that they adored.
Forty-five minutes after making an offer,
Alex’s wife went into labor. While driving to

the hospital in his crazed new-dad mode, Alex
received a call from Millie with a counter-offer
from the seller.
“I would have accepted it,” Alex shared,
“but I told Millie that I was in no place to make
a decision. I asked her to take the lead; she
decided to again counter, but considerably
lower, and the contract was accepted. Over the

next 48 hours, while we were in the hospital, I relied on Millie’s advice and extensive
network of contacts. I followed her step-bystep instructions to set up attorney review,
inspection, etc. and she helped coordinate
everything with our mortgage broker as well.
We ultimately closed on the house within 45
days, and moved in to our dream home.”
After the fact, Alex revealed that sharing
two firsts on the same day, that of father and
home-buyer, would not have been possible
without Millie’s expertise, guidance, and
support. From his first impression of Millie
in action at his condo building to receiving a
personalized book Millie sent to his son for
his birth, Alex experienced first hand the value
of working with a real estate broker that truly
champions his family’s needs.
“Millie and her team are top-notch; I
would whole-heartedly recommend them to
anyone looking for a home. We will be using them for all of our real-estate needs going
forward.” - Alex
And beyond her experience and expertise,
Millie also has lived in the area for over 20
years! She says, “The neighborhood is simply
charming. I enjoy the tree lined streets and the
neighborhood feel right in the middle of the
city.”
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2016 — The year in review
SNA 2016
Annual Meeting

T

he Sheffield Neighborhood
Association held its 2016
Annual Meeting on February
9 at Birch Road Cellar,
1113 W. Armitage. SNA members
elected officers and directors and
presented the Sheffield Star Award
for community service. SNA Board
members provided updates on the
association and the neighborhood,
and neighbors enjoyed refreshments
from local establishments.

Thanks to
our advertisers

S

NN thanks the following
advertisers for their support
in 2016:
Entropy Physiotherapy &
Wellness
Millie Rosenbloom/Baird Warner
Our Joy Infant Care
St. Josaphat Parish/Church
St. Josaphat School
St. Vincent de Paul Church

2017 Calendar

January 10, Tuesday, 7 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
February 16, Tuesday, 6 pm, SNA Board
meeting, The Arrogant Frog, 1365 W. Fullerton.
February 16, Tuesday, 7 pm, SNA Annual
Meeting, The Arrogant Frog, 1365 W. Fullerton.
March 7, Tuesday, 7 pm, SNA Board meeting.
April 4, Tuesday, 7 pm, SNA Board meeting.
May 2, Tuesday, 7 pm, SNA Board meeting.
June 2, Friday, SNA Patrons’ Party.
June 6, Tuesday, 6 pm, SNA Board meeting.
July 11, Tuesday, 6 pm, SNA Board meeting.
July 21-23, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 49th
Sheffield Garden Walk and Music Festival.
August 1, Tuesday, 6 pm, SNA Board meeting.
September 5, Tuesday, 7 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
October 3, Tuesday, 7 pm, SNA Board meeting.
November 7, Tuesday, 7 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
December 5, Tuesday, 6 pm, SNA Board
meeting.
Check SNN or visit the SNA website at
www.sheffieldneighborhood.org to learn
more about these and other neighborhood
events.

Sheffield hosts 48th annual Music Festival
and Garden Walk on July 23-24

M

other Nature provided the
SMF&GW with a summer
double punch. There were
torrential downpours on
Saturday and Sunday evenings starting
around 6 pm and ending by 9 pm,
combined with 90+-degree heat on
both days. July 23-24 turned out to be
the hottest and rainiest weekend of the
summer.
Never before in the festival’s 48-year
history has it been hit with a double
whammy. The intense rain collapsed the
main tent on Sunday night and blew
down two trees on Sheffield. Fortunately,
nobody was hurt. The result was a total
shutdown of the festival for both nights.
Despite the heat during the days,
many attendees persevered and were
able to view the gardens, enjoy the north
stage music during the day, and partake
in the sold-out Chicago Craft Beer
Festival. More than 2,500 people viewed
the 92 gardens, and all of the specialty
garden tours and architectural tours
were filled. Taking this into account with
a record number of kids enjoying the
expanded Kids’ Corner on Belden, the
diverse assortment of food and beverages,
the great line-up of music on the north
Sheffield stage, and the 3,000 people
who attended the Chicago Craft Beer
Festival, the SMF&GW was an exciting
event until the torrential storms hit.
This year, the Sheffield Neighborhood
Association again partnered with Special
Events Management (SEM), to organize
the festivities. This neighborhood
festival is simply not possible without
great planning by the SNA’s managers,
the professionals at SEM, and our
many volunteers. The safety was of
the utmost importance and could
not have been achieved without the
efforts of the SEM staff. As a result, the
Sheffield Neighborhood Association
will continue to maintain its street
planter beautification program and
provide benefits to schools, parks and
other community organizations, as well
as working on planning, community
safety, community relations, and other
community events.
Please mark your calendar for the
th
49 annual Sheffield Music Festival and
Garden Walk, July 21-23, 2017. There
are some exciting changes that will be
announced this spring that will make this
year’s festival the best ever.
—Laury Lewis and Patty Hayes, CoChairmen, Sheffield Music Festival &
Garden Walk

Photos for SNN by Matt Rubinberg
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016 was another big year for
the Sheffield neighborhood.
Here are some of the major
events highlighted in words and
pictures.
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SNA committees report on 2016 activities

Beautification and Parks
This past year was a year of continued growth for beautification in Sheffield, the “Garden District of Chicago.” The 60 street planters located along the business
thoroughfares and several residential streets were spectacular. The Sheffield Neighborhood Association contracted with Christy Webber Landscapes to plant and
maintain the planters. The planting theme this year focused on color combinations using foliage and ornamental grasses. The winter greens that were added after
Thanksgiving gave the planters a special look well into February.
The Trebes Park Advisory Council completed its seventh year. The council has experienced an increase in participation, in great part to the increased neighborhood enrollment at Oscar Mayer School. The parents at this school recognize the value of having a well-maintained park with good playground equipment
and attractive landscaping. For more information please contact Melissa Seiler, President, at Melissa@seiler.me.
The Trebes Park Advisory Council, in conjunction with Chicago Openlands and Treekeepers, planted three new, native Red Oak trees at the south end of
Trebes Park. Oak trees provide substantial wildlife value to birds, insects and other small animals. Laury Lewis, a certified tree keeper, assisted in the planting by
Oscar Mayer students. As part of its commitment, SNA maintains and irrigates the trees.
In the summer of 2015, the perennial garden at the entrance to Trebes Park at Clifton and Webster was modified to include a butterfly garden. Laury Lewis
and his wife, Nancy Bradt, designed and installed numerous perennial plants that attract butterflies providing them with food and a habitat to lay their eggs. In
2016, the butterflies of their efforts appeared, including Monarchs and other varieties of butterflies.
The Oz Park Baseball Association completed its seventh year of baseball leagues with over 1,500 neighborhood boys and girls being involved. Trebes Park
again was one of the host baseball fields. As part of our neighborhood agreement, the Oz Park Baseball Association again committed money towards capital
improvements at Trebes Park. The Sheffield Neighborhood Association again was a sponsor for the Oz Park Baseball League.
— Laury Lewis, Chairman
Communications
The Communications Committee continued to oversee the publication of our Association newsletter—the Sheffield Neighborhood News or SNN; the
Association’s website, Facebook page, and the Association email communications systems.
In 2016, the SNN continued the tradition of a “Year in Review” in the January/February issue. The July/August issue focuses on the Sheffield Music Festival &
Garden Walk. The SNN publishes two print issues (January/February and July/August). Two exciting changes to the SNN in 2016 included printing in four colors
and including more photos.
The number of visitors to the SNA website, www.sheffieldneighborhood.org, grew again in 2016. We are attracting more visitors with more frequent
postings. In addition, we have a “Neighborhood Pulse” section on the website, which is designed to keep the community apprised of important issues going on
in the Sheffield neighborhood.
Finally, the Committee continued to inform the membership of safety alerts, meetings, events, and other time-sensitive information through periodic email
blasts.
—Laurie Dombrowski, Cadey O’Leary, and Hilliary Szanto, Co-chairs
Community Safety
Happy New Year! 2016 saw a drop in crime for the Sheffield neighborhood. We should all praise the Chicago Police Department for its work in keeping this area
safe. The Department responds quickly when called upon. As you see in SNN, the crime statistics have steadily been reducing over the past couple of years.
You should also give yourselves credit for calling in suspicious or actual criminal activity, which helps the police maintain order. Please keep up the good work to
make 2017 even better. Enjoy 2017 to the fullest and stay safe.
— John Roberts, Chairman
Events
In February, the SNA Board Annual Meeting was held at the Birch Cellar, featuring refreshments from wonderful local venues, including Derby, Sweet Mandy B’s,
Café Fiorele, Dee’s, Blaze, Glazed and Infused, and Hakka Bakka Kati Rolls!
Our annual SNA Spaghetti Dinner was held in March at Cortelyou Commons on the DePaul University campus. The neighborhood came out to enjoy wonderful food from Derby and great acoustic sounds from Whiskey Jezebel!
Great fun was had at Trebes Park this summer, where neighbors picnicked at two concerts. The bands Smoking Gun and Whiskey Jezebel entertained SNA
friends under the stars. Trebes Park was also the site of our Chicago Park District Movie Night, where families enjoyed Goosebumps, the Movie.
— Holly Panter, Chairman
Neighborhood Relations
The Neighborhood Relations Committee (NRC) continues to be your voice for neighborhood-related issues such as new business license applications, sidewalk
café applications/renewals, and liquor licensing. The committee works to improve issues for the community that can affect you and your neighbors.
When new or existing businesses request sidewalk cafes, liquor licenses, valet zones, Loading Zones, and the like, 43rd Ward Alderman Michele Smith requests an opinion from the SNA community.
SNA’s process begins with the NRC, to which the business presents its plan or request. In most cases, the requested license will directly affect the community and its neighbors. After a request is made, the NRC schedules a Community Meeting that gives the neighbors the opportunity to view the plans and voice
their approval, issues, concerns and suggestions for the request. The NRC hand-delivers Community Notices to all residential and retail neighbors within a 3- to
4-block radius of the business presenting the request. The meeting is held in a convenient and neutral location; the Alderman and staff are invited to attend. The
meeting is also announced several times in email blasts to the community and SNA membership.
After the conclusion of the meeting, the NRC presents the outcome to the SNA Board, taking into account the input gathered from the attendees and makes a
recommendation to the Board.
The SNA Board usually adopts a recommendation, but may revise or reject it. The Board then communicates its recommendation to the Alderman. The final
approval resides with the Alderman and is contingent upon the business meeting all city requirements regarding permits, inspections, and other conditions.
The NRC conducted the following Community Meetings in 2016:
May 2016: Snarf’s (955 W. Webster) request for a sidewalk café. No objections, request approved.
November 2016: FoxTrot’s (900 W. Armitage) request for an Incidental Liquor License. Many Community members attended the meeting, asked questions,
and unanimously approved the request.
The NRC continues to monitor the deliveries to and neighbors’ observations about the Walgreens (Armitage) and Walgreens Management.
If you would like to receive the SNA’s eblasts with the most current neighborhood news, please send your email address to info@sheffieldneighborhood.org.
— Patty Hayes, Chairman
Planning
2016 was a year of change for the Clybourn Corridor. The City Department of Planning and Development began its review of the North Branch Industrial Corridor. The Finkl Steel buidlings were demolished and the former Gutman, Lakin, and Finkl properties were sold for development. The future of these properties
and of the Planned Manufacturing District zoning for this area are under review. A number of meetings concerning the future of this property were held with
DPD. This planning process will continue in 2017 and the future of this area will become clearer.
In addition, the beginning of construction for the new DePaul University School of Music building on Halsted between Belden and Fullerton began with the
demolition of McGaw Hall. It is anticipated that the new building replacing McGaw Hall will be completed later in 2017 along with renovation of the Concert
Continued on page 6
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10 years ago in Sheffield
A review of the 2006 issues of the Sheffield Neighborhood News turned up the following memories:
January/February
The Armitage-Halsted Landmark District Community Advisory Committee recapped a busy 2005. DePaul University announced plans to demolish the Rubens Baby Factory building at Fullerton and Racine.
March/April
SNA honored educators and volunteers at its February 7 annual meeting. Readers were updated on the status of construction
work at the Fullerton and Armitage “L” stops.
May/June
Developers revealed a plan to have the property along the north side of Webster on the east bank of the Chicago River rezoned to build commercial property and an early learning center. Children’s Memorial Hospital announced its move to
Streeterville.
July/August
The neighborhood prepared for the 2006 Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival on July 22-23. DePaul University finalized plans
for a science building at Kenmore and Belden.
September/October
The 2006 Garden Walk set records for attendance and revenue, with more than 100 neighbors opening their gardens. The
storefront at 907 W. Armitage was honored by the Chicago Commission on Landmarks for preserving local history.
November/December
DePaul University began a master planning process. Oscar Mayer School and St. Josaphat School welcomed new principals.

SNA Committees

Looking back at 2016

Continued from page 5

Photo for SNN by John Lag
2016 SNA Patrons’ Party host Cindy Malone is flanked by
volunteers Hilliary Szanto and Allison Spriggs at the successful June 10 event.
Photo for SNN by Laury Lewis

On July 30, 2016, the corner of North Kenmore Street
and West Webster Avenue was designated as “Polly
and John Kelly Way” to honor two of Sheffield’s most
distinguished residents. John Kelly, born on the 2200
block of North Kenmore, has operated Kelly’s Pub, 949
W. Webster, since 1957. His wife, Polly, is a founder
of the Sheffield Music Festival & Garden Walk and a
long-time SNA Board member.

Richard Minto, 92, was honored during the 2016 Sheffield
Music Festival & Garden Walk for his contributions as a participant in the event since 1969.

Hall building and other improvements. De Paul
sold the old theater school building (formerly the
St. Vincent de Paul Parish Grammar School) to a
private developer. Presently, several new private
homes are under construction on the property.
2016 saw the completion of one of these homes,
and the others should be finished soon.
Meanwhile, work on the demolition of the
Children’s Memorial site is now proceeding after
some delay. The SNA is represented on the committee that meets with the contractor on a monthly
basis to discuss progress with the development
and to address any problems that might arise.
2017 should see the conclusion of the demolition,
site preparation and the beginning of construction
of the new development.
Sheffield has continued to experience the
demolition of older homes and the construction
of new high-end priced homes. The SNA has dealt
with a variety of issues regarding these homes,
including the continuing desire of builders to
maximize the amount of marketable living area on
these city lots. Elevated backyards, living space on
garage roofs, and variances in building setbacks
have had an impact on adjoining properties. In
the western part of Sheffield, there are several
requests for upzoning properties to construct
multi-unit buildings. The SNA will continue to try
to provide community input on these issues to our
aldermen and city agencies.
2016 was a year of notable retail development
along Armitage, Halsted and Webster. New stores
and restaurants are appearing and contributing
to the vitality of the neighborhood. The SNA has
reviewed various requests for signage, particularly
in the Armitage-Halsted Landmark District, to try
to preserve the historic character of the unique
commercial district.
2017 should prove to be another significant year
with regard to planning and zoning issues in Sheffield.
— Ted Wrobleski, Chairman
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It’s time to apply for sidewalk cafés
BY PATTY HAYES

T

he sidewalk café season begins March 1, 2017,
and ends December 1, 2017. Sidewalk café
permits have a nine-month term, and must be
applied for, approved and issued, every year.
Businesses with a valid Retail Food Establishment
License may apply for a sidewalk café allowing them
to serve food outside their restaurants on the sidewalk.
Applicants intending to serve liquor at a sidewalk café
must have a valid liquor license pursuant to Chapter
4-60 of the Municipal Code of the City of Chicago.
Guidelines for the 2017 sidewalk café season;
Sidewalk Café Applicants:
Modified landscaping requirements ensuring
the sidewalk cafes are aesthetically pleasing and
consistent with the City of Chicago’s objective of
developing attractive-tree lined streets, boulevards and
greener neighborhoods.
Easier and simpler renewal process for previous
Sidewalk Café Permit holders. If your 2017 sidewalk café
application and site plan will not change from what was
permitted in 2016, you may simply renew your permit by
checking the “No Change” box provided in the Renewal
Option Choice section of the application. If you did
not receive your renewal application, please contact
publicwayuse@cityofchicago.org or 312-744-6249.
In order to open by March 1, business owners
are required to submit their Plan of Operations and
photos of their proposed Sidewalk Café Site Plan
(submitted on 8 ½ x 11 paper) to the 2nd Ward and
43rd Ward Alderman’s offices for review prior to the
February 2017 City Council meeting for final approval.
The entire sidewalk café permit application
process may take 30 to 45 days.
The City of Chicago has very strict guidelines for
approval of sidewalk cafes. Minimum requirements
include:
- A Plan of Operation (including photos) submitted to the Business Assistance Center, City

A sample sidewalk café plan from the city’s application form.

Hall, Room 800, 121 North LaSalle, Chicago, IL
60602 (312-744-6249).
- Minimum non-refundable payment of $600 must
be submitted for the Sidewalk Café Permit.
- Plans must be clear and readable. Photocopies
will not be accepted.
- A minimum of 50% of the boundary of the sidewalk café must be covered with live plants and
foliage – no portion of the plants shall extend
over the permitted café area.
- No boundary shall be stabilized by bolting to the
sidewalk.
- A minimum of 6 feet of clear space is required
for pedestrian passage from the furthest edge of
the sidewalk boundary/landscaping to any permanent structure on the public way.
- No smoking is allowed within the limits of a
Sidewalk Café outside the approved operating
hours.
- The Sidewalk Café operator may designate a dogfriendly area within the Sidewalk Café.
Patty Hayes chairs SNA’s Neighborhood Relations
Committee.

2017 Sheffield
Music Festival
& Garden Walk
July 21-23
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Community safety update
BY JOHN ROBERTS

H

appy New Year! Compared to
last year at this time, we have
experienced few periods of the
dreaded “Polar vortex.” The lack of
snow up to this point has been a relief. Most
people have been good neighbors in regards
to shoveling their walks. There are still plenty
of ice patches that can catch you off guard
and trip you up, so be careful.
The construction zones that are a concern
to traffic have fallen off, which reduces the
threat of congestion. It is still wise to check
the temporary “no parking” signs around the
construction projects. The large dumpsters that
are parked next to alleys reduce the visibility
as you exit the alley, so exercise extra caution.
Intersections. especially in the early morning
hours, can be particularly hazardous due to
drivers who think the rules of the road do not
apply before 6 am.
Our furry friends also need special
attention in winter. I have seen pets with
coats and booties, which is a great help. We
use a salve on our dog’s paws called “Mushers
Secret”; it provides a thin layer of protection
to help with snow and ice. Also of help to our
pets is pet-friendly salt that greatly reduces the
damage that regular salt can do to the paws.
Please remember that animal waste still must

be properly disposed of. The snow may “cover”
the waste, but it’s not going to disappear and
spring will reveal the evidence! Also, rats are
attracted to waste, frozen or not.
As always, be aware of your surroundings,
especially with parka hoods and hats obscuring
your peripheral vision. Occasionally look
behind you, especially at night, to see if you are
being followed. Use the buddy system while
walking, especially after midnight. As an added
precaution, try not to wear ear buds that further
diminish your awareness.
Open garage doors are still a concern. Objects
such as bicycles or tools can easily disappear
when the door is left open.
The Court Advocate program is a helpful
tool in making the courts aware that the
community is supporting the victim. 43rd Ward
Alderman Michele Smith is a great supporter
of this program. I have continued to follow
the case of the “peeping tom” incident in the
neighborhood and other crimes that are of
concern to the Sheffield neighborhood. When
the various cases are called, I rise when the
defendant’s name is read to acknowledge that
I am interested in the case. The state’s attorney
usually comes over to me and explains what
has transpired. I urge other people to consider
this program. It can be both educational and
inspiring to see the justice system at work.
Crime has dropped in the city due to increased
police presence. To help them in their jobs,
citizens need to report suspicious activities.
If you feel that a suspicious activity is taking
place, call the police. If they do not know about
this activity, they cannot help. A billboard quote
sums it up:
“For a question call 311, For a crime call 911.”
Crime Reminders, Bulletins
SNA urges you to sign up for crime bulletins
provided by the Chicago Police Department.
The bulletins advise the community of the area
incidents and/or criminals that are operating in
this neighborhood. If you have any questions
regarding the latest crime bulletins, call the 18th
District Community Policing Office at 312-7425778.
Crime Track
For some time, SNA has tracked the major
incidences of crime, to keep the neighbors
informed. Your vigilance has helped the police
to keep this areas crime incidence down. Please
keep up the good work by getting involved with
the BEAT meetings and calling 911.

Initially, the project has been tracking
non-domestic crimes to persons that occur on
the streets, sidewalks, and alleys. The statistics
will be somewhat dated in that they are based
upon what is available from the Chicago
Police Department’s CLEARpath website on
the date that material must be submitted
for publication. Thus, for this issue, the
project tracked crimes from October 9, 2016,
through December 9, 2016. This is not every
incident, but gives a good representation of
the activity.
DAY/TIME		
October 09/12:0AM
October 12/2:00PM
October 26/7:15PM
November 06/9:00PM
December 09/3:00PM

BLOCK		
1000 W. Dickens
2200 N. Sheffield
2100 N. Sheffield
2100 N. Magnolia
2300 N. Kenmore

LOCATION
Street
DePaul
Sidewalk
Street
DePaul

CRIME TYPE
Aggravated Robbery
Aggravated Robbery
Armed Robbery
Vehicle Threat
Aggravated Assault

TOTALS
October 9-December 9 (approximately 62
days) x 5 incidents = 1 incident per 12.4 days
Upcoming Dates to Remember
The Chicago Police Department bimonthly
beat meetings are helpful in understanding
the policing efforts in our district (the 18th).
The police prepare charts and maps that
identify all crimes committed in the last
month and discuss their efforts to arrest the
perpetrators. They also bring the incident
reports if a member of the community wants
further details of a crime. In addition,
the police bring guest speakers form the
various departments to discuss their roles
in the prevention of crime and give helpful
suggestions on how the community can
help. The police have a number of pamphlets
pointing out ways to protect yourself and the
community, as well.
Attending a BEAT meeting is the best
way to communicate your concerns to the
officers who patrol your community. SNA
members attend the meetings but they need
your support. I strongly urge members of the
community to take an active interest in the
BEAT meeting program to show community
support for the police.
Beats 1811, 1812, 1813 and 1814:
(1811 - North Avenue north to Fullerton,
Sheffield west to the Chicago River)
(1812 - Armitage north to Fullerton, Sheffield
east to Sedgwick)
(1813 - North Avenue north to Armitage,
Sedgwick west to Sheffield)
(1814 - North Avenue north to Fullerton,
Sedgwick east to the lakefront)
Second Thursday of every odd month at
6:30 pm, St. James Church, Fremont and
Dickens.
John Roberts chairs SNA’s Community Safety
Committee.
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Attention, Sheffield neighbors!

D

o you enjoy receiving the Sheffield Neighborhood News? Do you enjoy seeing the planters on corners of our commercial streets?
Do you enjoy the neighborhood events? Do
you know that the Sheffield Neighborhood Association
works with the Aldermen’s offices and city departments
to help provide guidance on neighborhood needs? Do
you know that SNA is a volunteer group of residents
and businesses that work together to improve the
conditions of life, work, recreation, health and safety of
our neighborhood? Would you like to receive e-mail
notices about neighborhood issues and events?
Please support SNA by becoming a member!   Just
because you receive the Sheffield Neighborhood News
does not mean you are an SNA member. Read this issue of SNN to see all that SNA does for you!
If you are not now a member, we urge you to join.
Membership dues are: Family $20/year, Business $20/
year. For your convenience, you can pay the small fee by
check or credit card and renew for a one-year period.
If you would like to pay by credit card, please go to
the “Join the SNA” section on our homepage at www.
sheffieldneighborhood.org.
If paying by check, please complete the form below
and mail it with your check to the Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL
60614.
Following is a list of current SNA members:
Adele Bach - Chicago Park District
Alexander Abell
Allison Spriggs
Alyse Siegel
Amit Amin
Ann & Chris Redgate
Ann Fohrman
Ann Williams - 11th District State Representative
Annie Cooley
Anthony & Laurie Dombrowski
Anthony Benedetto
Ariel & Paul Sannett
Arthur Margulis
Baird & Warner - Millie Rosenbloom
Baker Development Corporation
Barbara Hermann
Barry Collins
Beth O’Shaughnessy
beth tulipan
Bob & Jo Birkmeyer
Brad and Melissa Seiler
Brett Gallagher
Brian Hopkins - Alderman 2ndWard
Bridget Gainer - 10th District Cook County 		
Commissioner
Bridgeview Bank Group
Cadey O’Leary
Cassandra Witherspoon
Cheryl LeeVan
cheryl leevan
Christopher Ball
Christopher Jaeger
Christy Bauhs
Christy Webber Landscapes
Cindy Clendenin
Constance Stumbras
Cotelac - Malcolm Lambe
Craig Freedman & Grace Tsao-Wu
Dan and Beth Hermann
Daniel Rittereiser
David Abramowitz
David Abramowitz
David Bassin
David Zoretic
Derby Bar & Grill
Dick Durbin - Illinois State Senator
Doyok Mufti
Eric & Jenny Carpenter
Erich Teske
Family Pet Animal Hospital
Floriole Bakery LLC
Foster Design Build
Fr. Jeremy Dixon, CM - St. Vincent Depaul
Fran Casey - Depaul University, Community &
Government Relations
Fred and Debbie Lawson
Gary Mandell
George & Stephanie Mantis
Governor Bruce Rauner - Office of the Governor
Gramata Realty Group - Jim Gramata
Hamish Forrest
Hillary & Dave Bochniak
Hilliary & Keith Szanto
Holly and Mike Panter

Honorable Rahm Emanuel - Mayor, City of Chicago
ICM Properties, Inc. - Siobhan Lally
Irene & William Beck
J. Lance Williams
James McCaskill
Janice and Erich Teske
Janice and Richard Bail
Jen Herrmann
Jennifer Buchanan
Jim & Lori Gelbort
Joe & Laurie Reina
Joe Cohen
John & Angela D’Antonio
John & Dale Roberts
John & Marcia Volk
John Cherf
John Cullerton, Senate President - 6th District State
Representative
John Giambarberee
Joseph and Lori Cole
Joseph Kearney
Judith Roth
Justin Moore - Wrightwood Neighborhood 		
Association
Kate Jakubas & Mike Mayer
Kathryn Bixby
Kathryn Schubert
Kathy Doyle
Kathy Nagle
Katie and Mike Richmond
Kevin and Amy Meszaros
Kevin Chin
Kim Schuf - Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce
Kim Watkins
kudu piye
Lake Shore Physical Therapy
Laurence Lewis & Nancy Bradt
Linda Goodman
Linda Lee - Family Pet Animal Hospital
Lou Storino
MARSA LLC
Matt MacFarlane
Matthew Brown
Maureen & Frank Riordan
Max Tetrault
michael candra
Michelle Augustyn
Michele Smith - Alderman 43rd Ward
Mike Holzer - North Branch River Works
Mike Porrey
Mike Quigley - 5th District of Illinois Congressman
Mitch & Paula Walsh
Mohammed Alghoul
Mug to Mug, INC
Nada Riley - Mid-North Association
Neil Zuleta
Nicholas Resanovich
Pam & Bryan Lookatch
Patrick Casey & Judith Lauth Casey
Patty Hayes
Paul Sanett
Paul, Karin, and Hallie OConnor
Pete Burgeson
Peter Schmitz & Bronwyn Poole
Rachel & Steve Paquini
Randy & Fiona Royer
Rebecca Long, DDS
Richard and Vicki DuFour

Ryan and Molly Sundby
Sandra Matson - Park West Community		
Association
Sarah Feigenholz - 12th District State 			
Representative
Sarah Mankowski
Sarah Moen
Senator Mark Kirk - Illinois State Senator
Sgt. Cynthia Schumann - Community Policing
Snarf’s Sandwiches
Soich Mankowski
Spavia Day Spa
Stephen Cerrone
Stephen Engberg
Steve Moravec & Chandra Greer
Steve Weiss - Old Town Triangle Association
Steven Smith
Summer Thornton Design, Inc - Josh Thornton
Susan & Thomas Staab
Susan S. Holtzman
Sylvia Pozarnsky
Ted Jadwin
Ted Pearson
Terry Porter
The CryoBar
The Exercise Coach
Theodore Wrobleski
Thomas Taylor
Thomas Williamson
Tom Hawkins & Bob Brown
Tony Benedetto
Tracy Ward
Uprising Wood Fired Pizza Co.
Vi Daley
Walter Crowley
Warren Baker

How can I....

Get involved with the Garden Walk? Work on the Sheffield Beautification Project?
Help out with the Spaghetti Dinner? Make my voice heard? Find out what’s going on in MY community?
		

Join the Sheffield Neighborhood Association!!

Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
			
One Year
						
Family membership
$20
				
		
Business membership		
$20		
Credit Card __MasterCard __Visa __Discover Card
Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number					Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:						
E-mail:
Areas of interest (Planning, Garden Walk, Historic Resources, Beautification, Events, etc.):
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614
or fax to: 312-592-7565 if using credit card.
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Planning a block party

T

hese parties, popular in Sheffield, officially are recreational street closures for residents to hold an annual
event for their neighborhood. Residents may apply to close their stretch of a residential side street between
10 am and 10 pm. Permits are issued by the city Department of Transportation. Why plan a block party?
As former SNA Board member Jeffrey Markowitz observed in the January 2009 SNN, “Planning the parties
and the events themselves create opportunities to strengthen your relationships with neighbors you may already
know and also to meet many other neighbors you wouldn’t otherwise have the opportunity to meet. A block party
is a fantastic opportunity to get the neighborhood kids and adults together and can quickly become an annual
event that all neighbors look forward to. The planning of the event, which can take place over the course of several
meetings, is a collaborative effort that can provide a chance for neighbors to contribute their skill and creativity.”
32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack’s office advises that if this is your first time applying for a block party
or you have not had one in the past two years, circulate a petition among your neighbors demonstrating support
for the event. He also encourages residents to submit applications at least 30 days in advance to allow time to
plan and notify your neighbors. Aldermens’ offices can supply or facilitate a number of items; you may need to
arrange pick up and drop off of some items:
• “No Parking” signs
• Barricades (first come, first served)
• Popcorn machine (first come, first served)
• Fire engine and crew from the Chicago Fire Department
• Police canine unit or mounted police
• Jumping Jacks (first come, first served)
Copies of petition and request forms for the 32nd Ward are available on line at http://ward32.org/residents/
block-parties/attachment/2015-32nd-ward-block-party-application-packet/. For the 43rd Ward, visit http://
ward43.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/BlockParty2013.pdf. Following is a step-by-step block party recipe used
successfully by Markowitz and his neighbors. His advice: “Start planning early in the year.”
Appoint a block party leader.
Pick a date for the block party — be sure to select it several months in advance.
Secure a block party permit through your alderman’s office.
If this is your neighborhood’s first block party, you will need to get a signed petition. Contact your alderman’s
office for details.
Communicate date to neighbors. This can be done via e-mail or a paper flyer (since not everyone has e-mail).
Organize several planning meetings to:
§ Develop a schedule for the day.
§ Set up committees to plan and manage kids’ activities, music, donations, communications, and signage
and flyers.
§ Organize who will bring food, drinks. etc. (we do it block by block).
§ Devise a job schedule, including set-up and clean-up detail for the day.
Design a funding strategy to help offset event costs (corporate sponsor, solicit neighborhood monetary
donations, entrance fee).
You may want to secure a tent in case of poor weather.
Organize kids events, for example, bouncy, arts and crafts, bike parade, water balloon fight, piñata.
Organize music, DJ, band, etc.•
Organize street cleaning for the weekend in advance of the event.
Post laminated signage in the area highlighting the event at least 3 weeks in advance.
Put up No Parking signage obtained from the alderman’s office the week of the event.

Year-end market glance: Predictability is the name of the game
BY CADEY O’LEARY

C

hicago’s 2016 real estate market can best be
summarized as predictable. Though the spring
market arrived later, we witnessed a relatively
consistent level of activity throughout the year.
Across Chicagoland, new listings, closed sales and
average sales prices were up slightly over 2015 for both
Single Family Homes (SFHs) and condos; market times
increased for SFHs but trended downward for condos.
Forecasting 2017 real estate trends is far more an
art than a science. Still there are several indicators that
presage a healthy market this year.
Top among them is homebuilder confidence. The
latest reading showed homebuilder confidence spiked
7 points in December. The December National Association of Home Builders/Wells Fargo Housing Market
Index (HMI) rose to 70, its highest level since July 2005
and the largest one-month jump in more than 20 years.
Fifty is the line between positive and negative sentiment; it registered 60 one year ago.
This spiritedness is tempered by increasing mortgage rates that are expected to climb throughout the
year. As we know, real estate markets are local, and
Lincoln Park is its own microcosm that continues to perform soundly across its various price points and home
segments. In short, it’s a great place to live and invest.
Lincoln Park 2016 Year-End Statistics
• 192 Single Family Homes sold; 1,178 condos sold
• Of the SFHs that sold, nine closed north of $4
million; more than half (97 homes) sold between
$1 million and $2 million
• 24 new construction SFHs closed with a median
price point of $2,925,000
• There were 65 sales of new construction condos
with a median price point of $796,000
• New listings increased 13% over 2015 for SFHs
and dropped slightly for condos, while closed sales
held steady
• Market times increased 28% with an average of
142 days for SFHs and decreased slightly, averaging
60 days for condos.
Courtesy of Midwest Real Estate Data
Cadey O’Leary is a residential real estate broker with

Jameson Sotheby’s International Realty, specializing in
luxury sales and new development in Lincoln Park, Lakeview and surrounding areas. She is a Board member of
the SNA and serves on the Planning and Communications
Committees.
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